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See COUNTY, Page A12

Despite dip in September, hospital faring well

INSIDE
Crabs surging

toward playoffs A9

See VIGIL, Page A12

Thomas

Home sweet

Gloria Saldivar stands in front of her home, which she was helped to obtain through Habitat for 
Humanity. She is celebrating paying off her mortgage with an open house Tuesday, Nov. 7.
(DD Turner/Wave photo)

Names of victims read at event

...HOME
Homeowner satisfies mortgage in Habitat for Humanity home

See HOME, Page A12

Vigil promotes
awareness

This is Halloween

Brendalyn Hochgraber puts a pillow through the hole for the win during the First United Methodist Church of 
Point Comfort’s Fall Festival Saturday. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Body of missing
kayaker found

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

The body of  37-year-old 
Bradley John Stafford was 
recovered by Texas game 
wardens on Sand Point Beach 
Oct. 19 at approximately 2:20 
p.m. 

Stafford was originally 
reported missing on Oct. 16 at 
10 a.m. 

He was the focus of  a search 
by the Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Office, game wardens, and the 
U.S. Coast Guard, according to 
the Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Department.

The Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s Dept. confirmed his 
identity following its recovery 
of  the body. 

Stafford had been identified 
as missing by family members 
in an online social media post. 
He was last seen wade fishing 
Oct. 15. 

His vehicle was found 
unoccupied, along with his 
wallet and cellphone inside, 
near Boggy Bayou on Sunday, 
while his kayak had not yet 
been found. 

However, drag marks from 
the kayak were found in the 
water near his vehicle.

Authorities were originally 
notified of  his disappearance 
via a social media post 
regarding Stafford’s father. 
Stafford was given a kayak and 
had gone out to Port O’Connor 
to go fishing, but after not 
returning home, his father 
went out looking for him. 

This began a combined 
search effort by Texas game 
wardens, the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and the Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s office, while Stafford’s 
family filed a missing person 
report, which culminated in the 
discovery of  Stafford’s body. 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

PORT O’CONNOR – The 
blustery wind carried the 
names of  the victims across the 
town during a vigil for victims 
of  domestic violence Thursday.

Sparsely attended as the 
gray skies covered a chilly 
moment, organizers carried on 
with the reading after Calhoun 
County Justice of  the Peace 
Nancy Pomykal opened the 
ceremony with a prayer.

“We want to thank you for 
the blessings and thank you 
for putting us in positions so 
that we can help others who 
are in danger or in pain,” she 
said. “We pray for peace and 
comfort for the families who 
are suffering from domestic 
violence and for peace and 
comfort of  the families who 
have lost loved ones to domestic 
violence.”

The Harbor Children’s 
Alliance & Victim Center 
employees and board members 
Renette Todd, Kathy Heard, 
and Jennifer Hahn along with 
Kathy Pullin, organizer of  Give 
Domestic Violence The Boot, 
Ronnie Pullin and Pomykal 
gathered around to read the 
names of  220 women, children, 
and men who died in 2021 due 
to domestic violence in Texas. 
The list of  names was down 
from the 275 names that were 
read for 2020.

“It’s down from last year, so 
that’s a good sign,” said Pullin. 
“Hopefully, the trend will 
continue.”

As she was reading the 
names, Pullin had to stop and 
gather herself  as she read the 
names of  two women she had 
worked with in San Antonio.

Pullin, who is a domestic 

MMC provides financial update

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

Calhoun Commissioners Court had a 
long meeting this week, as they received an 
extensive report from Memorial Medical 
Center (MMC) Interim CEO Roshanda 
Thomas, alongside approving a new traffic 
study and the budget of  Calhoun County 
E911 Communication district alongside 
other items.

The Oct. 26 meeting started with an 
extensive report from Thomas, as she 
went in-depth into the financial side 
of  MMC. Numbers for September were 
disappointing, with a net loss of  over 
$112,000 compared to a net income of  over 
$20,000 in August, with a year-to-date loss 
of  over $90,000. MMC clinics, however, are 
in the positive with over $50,000 year-to-
date.

“So, the [clinics] are still staying 
steady and strong in our volumes [of  
patients]. We were around 2,800 for the 

month of  September in our volumes. We 
like to see 3,000 patients coming through 
the doors to break even, 3,500 to a month 
to get us profit for our clinics, so they’re 

still staying steady,” Thomas said. “We 
did have mixes in our volume. We had 
some ups, and we had some downs, and so 
whenever that happens, and the volumes 
are not all up, and we have to make it up 
some other areas.”

Gross patient revenue for MMC fell 
$200,000 to $6.8 million, and net patient 
revenue fell approximately $260,000 to 
$2.5 million. 340B revenue is also slightly 
down, with around $118,000 in September 
versus approximately $129,000 in August. 

There is good news, as the 
administration looks at cost containment 
measures and growth strategies to 
improve revenue. Agency expenses are 
also at an all-time low of  $6,800 in October, 
which is a great achievement when 
compared to the agency expenses’ all-time 
high of  approximately $267,000. This fee 
covers the costs of  things like calling in 
traveling nurses to cover shifts of  staff  
and is in part thanks to investment in 
local staff  themselves.

“So [lowering agency expenses is] a 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

It’s time to celebrate for Gloria Saldivar.
She’s celebrating paying off  her mortgage 

on her home that she was helped to get through 
Calhoun County Habitat for Humanity and the 
Episcopal Diocese with an open house Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. The event will be 5:30 -7 p.m. at 205 Davis 
Ave.

“It meant everything,” said Saldivar about 
getting the house. “It meant a lot to me to 
provide for my boys (Ryan and Ross). It was an 
accomplishment, a new journey for us.”

The family moved into their new home in 
2009. Saldivar said while she qualified for the 
program when it came time to close, she said 
she didn’t qualify due to credit issues. A year 
later, with her credit repaired, she almost didn’t 

qualify because it was too good. 
“I think that God intended us to have the 

house,” she said, adding she is happy to retire 
with the home paid off.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Currently, the local Habitat for Humanity is 

accepting applications for their next home to be 
built in 2023.

For more information, call 361-552-5005 from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday or Thursday.

The mission began as a community farm 
outside of  Americus, Ga., started by Farmer and 
biblical scholar Clarence Jordan.

The idea of  partnership housing was 
developed on the farm, with those in need 
working with volunteers to build a home at no 
profit. According to Habitat.org, house payments 


