
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Wal-Mart customers will 
soon be able to pick up online 
orders or in-store items from 
the new Pickup Tower which 
was unveiled on Thursday, 
March 14 at the Wal-Mart 
Supercenter located at 400 
Tiney Browning Blvd.

The store held an official 
ribbon-cutting ceremony in 
conjunction with the Port 
Lavaca Chamber of  Commerce 
to celebrate the unveiling.

The tower can hold up to 
300 items. After a customer 
submits an order through the 
Wal-Mart Mobile App, the 
completed order is placed in 
the tower and protected until 
the customer picks it up. There 
are seven storage lockers 
available to accommodate 
larger items.

The tower is a new 
invention by Wal-Mart, 
according to the store 
manager, Monica Karia. She 
added the tower will reduce 
wait times for customers.

“They can walk in and 
scan their QRC Barcode, then 
pick up the items they ordered 
online or in the store that we 
picked up for them,” Karia 
said. 

According to Karia, it was 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Hot, humid Filipino air 
surrounded the soldiers, as 
they were quick marched 
65 miles along the Bataan 
Peninsula to a prison camp 
after Gen. Edward King Jr. 
surrendered his nearly 75,000 
men to the Japanese army.

The pace was fast as the 
Japanese moved the captured 
men in groups of  100 from 
Mariveles to San Fernando. 
Those who could not keep 
up were left to die or killed 
outright. Their captors 
starved the men, beat them 
and bayoneted those men who 
were to weak to make the 
trek. 

This was the Bataan 
Death March.

The Philippine Island 

SOCIAL MEDIA

Mike Riley, right, and Donny Riley hold the Congressional Gold Medal that was awarded to their 
father, Summie Riley, at the 2019 Bataan Memorial Death March in Las Cruces, N.M. “This was a 
very proud moment for our father,” said Mike Riley. (Contributed photo)

Local pastor 
reflects on 
ministry

See WAL-MART Page A2

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

For more than 40 years, 
Pastor Johnny Kisiah has been 
ministering to the people of  
Calhoun County. Recently his 
church, The Six Mile Assembly 
of  God Church, celebrated 
its 30th anniversary with 25 
of  those years at its current 
location, Sunday, March 3 with 
special speaker Don Wiehe and 
a barbecue lunch. The public 
was welcomed to attend. 

The church opened its 
doors to its congregation of  
about 16 members in the Kisiah 
home March 5, 1989. Three 
months later, Kisiah and his 
wife and co-pastor Bonnie 
moved the church into The Six 
Mile Inn. With some sprucing 
up, the church called the former 
tavern home for approximately 
two years before relocating to 
an old Czech grocery store. 

“We had some wonderful 
times in those buildings.  What 
a blessing to just follow the 
leading of  the Holy Spirit in 
whatever you do,” said Kisiah.

The church was built 25 
years ago at its current location 
at 6440 FM 1090 in Port Lavaca 
where the former Music Box 
Dance Hall had been before 
a fire destroyed the building. 
Kisiah said he chose its current 
location because of  a dream of  
his mother and the leading of  
the Holy Spirit.

“My mother, Katy Kisiah, 
had a dream. She called me 
that morning and said, ‘Sonny, 
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PICKUP
WAL-MART NOW PROVIDES

Taryn Haynes, an Online Grocery Pickup Associate, helped her department manager, Christy 
Thedford, demonstrate how the Pickup Tower works. The tower can hold 300 items for customers 
who ordered online, and they also have seven storage lockers for bigger items. (Jared Van Epps/
Wave Photo)

CCEMS provides extensive report to county

Crew members of CCEMS work the Stryker Stretcher Power-Load 
in one of their ambulances. (Contributed photo)

See CHURCH Page A6

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
Emergency Medical 
Services (CCEMS) gave its 
annual report at the County 
Commissioners’ meeting 
Wednesday, March 13.

EMS Director Dustin 
Jenkins and Assistant 
Director/Training Coordinator 
Lori McDowell gave an in-
depth report and review of  
2018.

In the report, Jenkins 
stated that the department 
experienced a 2.48 percent 
increase in call volume 
from 2017 and a 5.94 percent 
increase since 2015. He further 
noted that the number may 
seem insignificant, but with 
the addition of  the South 
station located in between Port 

O’ Connor and Seadrift, 80 to 85 
percent of  the calls are being 
handled by only two crews.

“This has put a larger 
burden on our already busy 
crews,” Jenkins says in the 
report.

Jenkins said that CCEMS 
is focused on changing the 
culture of  the department.

“CCEMS has become 
an entity that supports our 
members and provides them 
with resources they need to 
take care of  themselves and 
our community,” Jenkins 
stated. 

The call volume has 
increased, crews are busier, 
but CCEMS is still going 
beyond the benchmarking 
measures. 

“When it comes to 

See COUNTY Page A6

Moses remembered 
by  family, friends, 
community

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

“She will be remembered 
for giving so many of  us an 
incredible start filled with 
memories and lessons that we 
will cherish and remember.”

-DaLissa Spaeth, former 
Gingerbread student, about 
Frances Moses

Long-time businesswoman 
Frances Elizabeth Moses, 79, 
of  Port Lavaca, passed away 
Wednesday, March 6, 2019.

When Moses arrived in 
Port Lavaca in 1964, she was 
a physical education coach 
at what was then Harrison, 
Jefferson and Madison 
Elementary Schools before 
she started her own childcare 
business. She became a 
household name to many 
residents of  Calhoun County 
when she opened Gingerbread 
School Feb. 14, 1974. She 
started out with six children 
in a two-story home on Parker 
Street in Port Lavaca, and 
since then, she has taught 
and cared for thousands of  
children. Today, Gingerbread 
School and Laurel Academy 
After School Program has 
145 students at its current 
location. The company will 
continue to operate its normal 
schedules. 

In 1987, Moses had the 
first accredited private school, 
Laurel Academy. The school, 
which was recognized by 
the Texas Education Agency, 
served Calhoun County 
students in kindergarten 
through eighth grades.

Moses is remembered as 
a strong and caring leader and 
role model who was resilient, 
vibrant and full of  life.

“Ms. Moses has proven 
that a woman entrepreneur 

See MOSES Page A6

Courage finally honored

See COURAGE Page A6

TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Calhoun Sandcrabs 
powerlifting team gets ready 
to take on the state. See 
pages B1-3.

“For the death that He died, 
He died to sin once for all; 
but the life that He lives, He 
lives to God. Even so consider 
yourselves to be dead to sin, 
but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.”
Romans 6:10-11

Miss/Mr. 
Calhoun County

Applications are available 
for the 2019 Mister and Miss 
Calhoun County Pageant 
scheduled for April 27, at 
Port Lavaca Main Street 
Theatre.  Title categories are 
for ages three through twelfth 
grades for girls and three 
through first grades for boys. 
There will also be two STAR 
Ambassadors named. The 
deadline to enter is April 10. 
For more information, contact 
Erin Smith at 361-920-3746 
or erin82482@gmail.com or 
Melissa Roberts at 361-212-6982 
or melisroberts@outlook.com.

SPORTS

NEWS IN BRIEF
POINT COMFORT - The 

Calhoun County Port Authority 
board did housekeeping on 
a couple of  election matters 
during its Wednesday, March 13, 
meeting.

Certification of  Unopposed 
Candidate for District 3 was 
approved by the board, as was 
the Order of  Cancellation of  
Election for District 3. 

J.C. Melcher currently holds 
the seat.

The board also discussed 
consolidating two polling places 
in District 4 – Salem Baptist 
Church and the Precinct 1 
County Barn. The board decided 
not to change the polling places 
to avoid any confusion.

Port Counsel David Roberts 
informed the board of  a name 
change to the ballot. Paul 
Lauterback wanted to use only 
his last name on the ballot 
and a check with the Elections 
Administration confirmed one 
name could be used. However, 
Roberts said a second check 
with the former elections 
administrator noted both names 
were required on the ballot.

Also, Port Director Charles 
Hausmann said that 339,431.0 
revenue tons came through 
the port in February. At eighth 
months into the fiscal year 2019, 
the port is 12 percent ahead of  
where the port was at this time 
in the last fiscal year. 


