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TMS PTO 
Hosts Ditch 
The DJ Event

Deadline 
To Hit For 
Disaster Aid 
Applications

Home For Christmas

Have A 
Joyous 
& MerryChristmas

According to the City of Port Lavaca’s Facebook page, the Formosa Wetlands Walkway will be open to 
the public Monday, Dec. 23. The walkway has been closed since Hurricane Harvey. This is one of the 
many projects the city has completed since the hurricane. (Contributed photo)

Walkway Open To Public

STAFF REPORT

AUSTIN — Texans 
applying for federal funds 
for housing repairs and 
reimbursements relating to 
Hurricane Harvey damages 
face an important deadline.

The Texas General Land 
Office on Dec. 16 encouraged 
applicants for the Homeowner 
Assistance Program and 
Homeowner Reimbursement 
Program to submit 
applications before Dec. 31. 

Some $1.3 billion has been 
set aside in U.S. Department 
of  Housing and Urban 
Development’s Community 
Development Block Grants 
for disaster recovery 
funding. The money is to be 
used for rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of  thousands 
of  owner-occupied single-
family homes in 48 counties 
that were damaged by Harvey 
in 2017. 

The General Land Office 
reported it has approved 
nearly 2,000 applications for 
construction, with more than 
700 homes currently under 
construction and nearly 
400 homes completed. The 
Homeowner Reimbursement 
Program has reimbursed 
nearly 1,000 applicants for 
more than $30 million. 

More than 4,000 
applications are undergoing 
eligibility review and more 
than 4,100 applications remain 
in the draft stage under 
the Homeowner Assistance 
Program. The Homeowner 
Reimbursement program has 
more than 7,500 applications 
in draft status and an 
estimated 2,300 undergoing 
eligibility review.

Surprise billing: 
Waiver

See CAPITAL Page A2A2

Left photos, Pat Sanchez stands in the living room of her home that was badly damaged by Hurricane Harvey. The home is being rebuilt 
through the Texas General Land Office’s Homeowner Assistance Program. The bottom left photo is Sanchez’s house that was torn down 
Sept. 9 to make way for her new home. Right photos, Janet and Daniel Williams sit in the living room of their new home after being 
presented the key by the Texas General Land Office in September. Their home was badly damaged by Hurricane Harvey and rebuilt 
through GLO’s Homeowner Assistance Program. (DD Turner/Wave photos)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Hello to new homes, 
farewell to old damaged 
homes – the effects of  
Hurricane Harvey still linger 
more than two years after the 
storm cut a swath through the 
Mid-coast.

The Texas General 
Land Office Homeowner 
Assistance Program was 
utilized throughout Calhoun 
County. Homes that were 
severely damaged were torn 
down, and the homeowner 
afforded a newly built home 

through the program. The 
program also offered repair 
and rehabilitation assistance 
as well.

The Texas General 
Land Office (GLO) allocated 
$1.334 billion in Community 
Development Block Grants 
for Disaster Recovery 
(CDBG-DR) funds from the 
U.S. Department of  Housing 
and Urban Development 
(HUD), for rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of  thousands 
of  owner-occupied single-
family homes damaged by 
Hurricane Harvey, according 
to a GLO press release.

THE WILLIAMS
Janet and Daniel 

Williams’ home was rebuilt 
through the GLO Homeowners 
Assistance Program, and they 
received the key to their new 
home in August. 

Mrs. Williams said 
the home had been getting 
worse and worse with mold 
following Hurricane Harvey, 
with their daughter’s room 
being hit the hardest.

Rio Texas also assisted 
the family and it took about 
two months before they could 
move into their new home.

The Williams stayed 

in the house as Hurricane 
Harvey roared through.

“It put the fear in you,” 
said Mr. Williams.

PAT SANCHEZ
Pat Sanchez has been 

living in her Tilly Street home 
since 2001. She has battled 
cancer and has provided care 
for her mother in the home.

“I’m going to miss it, but 
another house will be built 
here, so I will be staying in the 
area,” she said.

The home was first 
a church and, during the 

Tayton Downs, 6, gingerly adds a piece of candy to his gingerbread 
house during a gingerbread house-building event at the Calhoun 
County Public Library in Port Lavaca Thursday. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Local Youth Build 
Gingerbread Houses

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

It was a fast piece 
of  construction, but 50 
gingerbread houses went 

up Thursday at the Calhoun 
County Public Library in 
Port Lavaca.

“We did all the building 

See GINGERBREAD Page A4A4

“When the angels had gone 
away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds began saying to 
one another, “Let us go straight 
to Bethlehem then, and see this 
thing that has happened which 
the Lord has made known to 
us.” So they came in a hurry 
and found their way to Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby as 
He lay in the manger. When 
they had seen this, they made 
known the statement which 
had been told them about this 
Child. And all who heard it 
wondered at the things which 
were told them by the shep-
herds. But Mary treasured all 
these things, pondering them 
in her heart. The shepherds 
went back, glorifying and 
praising God for all that they 
had heard and seen, just as had 
been told them.”

Luke 2:15-20

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Travis Middle School 
students participated in the 
Ditch the DJ fundraiser event 
in the month of  December.

According to Sheryl 
Cuellar, the Parent Teacher 
Organization secretary, the 
students donate one dollar 
to either keep or take down 
the song, “Dominique the 
Donkey.”

“What we do we find a 
really awful song…it’s usually 
a preschool song, or this is the 
most annoying song.” Cuellar 
said.

Cuellar talked about 
how Travis didn’t have a PTO 
for several years and added 
members of  the PTO children 
are students at the school.

“This is an important 
age for kids when they are 
becoming who they are, and 
we wanted to change that,” 
Cuellar said. 

The money raised from 
the Ditch the DJ event goes 
towards the teachers to “show 
appreciation” or towards the 
students for “trips or rewards,” 
Cuellar said. 

Cuellar added the PTO 
tries to host several fundraisers 
throughout the year, and one 
of  them is “ditch the DJ.” 

Cuellar talked about the 
students participating in the 
event and how much fun they 
were enjoying. 

The event is something 
where the teachers and 
students can have fun and act 
goofy, Cuellar said. She added 
it is something that students 
don’t see outside of  the 
classroom. 

“They [the students] are 
having a lot more fun with 
it,” Cuellar said. “And we’re 
getting really good reception 
from both (teachers and 
students).” See HOME Page A10A10


