
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Four first responder 
positions were added to the city 
of  Port Lavaca’s fiscal year 2022 
budget that was approved on its 
first reading during a special 
called meeting on Sept. 1.

Also, during the meeting, 
the city set its tax rate at $0.7944 
per $100 valuation following a 
required public hearing. The 
rate is the same as last year’s 
rate but will bring in $241,764 
more revenue, a 5.94 percent 
increase in property taxes, 
according to Susan Lang, the 
city’s finance director. Of  that, 
$51,455 is tax revenue raised 
from new property added to the 
tax roll this year, it was noted 

in the fiscal year 2022 budget 
document.

The Calhoun County 
Appraisal District’s Appraisal 
Review Board estimated taxable 
ad valorem vales for fiscal year 
2022 at more than $522 million, 
with $36,331,454 still under 
review.

Sales tax revenue is 
expected to increase by 11.8 
percent over fiscal year 2021, 
and that is a 1.5 percent increase 
over actual collections from 
fiscal year 2020, according to the 
budget document.

The council approved 
expenditures of  $34,434,540 for 
the general fund, debt service, 
enterprise and Hotel/Motel 

See BUDGET, Page A11
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This Week’s 
Lineup

Coming up
Sept. 16: Ladies Night & Karaoke

Sept. 17 : Steak Night & House DJ

Sept 18: Grupo Imagen

 Thursday
Ladies Night 

& Karaoke

Friday
Steak Night &

House DJ

Saturday
TBD

WAVE STAFF REPORT

The Port Lavaca Wave is 
under new ownership effective 
Sept. 1, according to an 
announcement made last week.

Something More 
Newspapers purchased the 
newspaper from Hartman 
Newspapers, LP. The Port 
Lavaca Wave was founded in 
1890 and has been owned by 
Hartman Newspapers for more 
than 40 years.

 “A newspaper is vital to 
the community it serves,” said 
Tania French, president of  
Something More Newspapers. 

“Even through changing times, 
newspapers continue to play 
an essential role in educating 
and building a community. We 
are excited about the future 
of  The Port Lavaca Wave as 
we continue the longstanding 
tradition of  bringing local news 
and sports to our readers.” 

“Hartman Newspapers 
knows that it is leaving The 
Wave in good hands with Tania 
French as the newspaper’s new 
owner. Tania has had a long 
association with our company, 
and we appreciate that she 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

It’s good to be out.
That’s what several 

attendees had to say about the 
return of  the Flip Flop Festival 
to Bayfront Peninsula Park 
Saturday.

The theme of  this year’s 
festival was “A little bit 
different … a whole lotta fun.” 
The one-day festival was set up 
so that attendees could socially 
distance themselves to their 
comfort level.

People got to enjoy 
checking out vintage and new 

cars that were taking part in 
the 2021 Flip Flop Festival Car 
Show.

Larry Schroeder of  Cape 
Carancahua had his gleaming 
Bel Air out replete with a 
drive-in meal on one window 
and a drive-in movie speaker 
on the other.

“I had one of  these when 
I was in high school,” he said. 
“When I retired, I wanted to get 
another one. I found this one 
in Spokane, Washington, and 
brought it back here.”

Even though the weather 
was hot, Billy Raab, who had a 
blue 1984 Chevrolet C10 in the 

competition, said it was good 
to get out.

Joe Costilla, who entered 
his shiny green 1932 Ford 
Roadster in the competition, 
echoed the sentiment. “It’s 
good to be here,” he said, 
noting he had the car for five 
years.

Attendees also enjoyed 
food and drink as well as a bit 
of  shopping.

And the perennial Fling 
Flong Contest made its 
triumphant return. 

John Cardona let fly with 
a 52-foot fling in the Adult 
Division.

Eli Burke, 7, was not far 
off  that mark in the Youth 
Division. He got off  a 46-footer 
for the win.

Out of  Clay Design 
offered painting on arms and 
faces.

The music topped off  the 
night with performances by 
Blaze of  Glory: The Bon Jovi 
Experience, Double Vision: 
Foreigner Experience, High 
N’ Fidelity: Tribute to REO 
Speedwagon. Twist on Taylor: 
A Tribute to Taylor Swift and 
Miss Fortune, a southern/
classic rock band.

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Former Port Lavaca Police 
officer Clifton “Cliff” Hillyard 
passed away Aug. 30, 2021, in 
Pearl. 

Born in Port Lavaca in 
1955, weighing 10 pounds and 
a whopping 24 inches long, he 
grew up to be a gentle giant of  
a man with strong compassion 
to serve.

His father, Charles 

Hillyard, worked for the Port 
Lavaca Police Department in 
the 1950s. Cliff  followed in his 
father’s footsteps and served 
his community from June 28, 
2004, until Feb. 22, 2012, when 
he retired due to his health. 
Port Lavaca Police Chief  Colin 
Rangnow said he worked with 
Hillyard for about four years.

“Hillyard was a mountain 
of  a man, yet was humble and 
kind. Hillyard tried to instill 
a sense of  community in his 
officers,” said  Rangnow said. 

“He would rather take time 
and resolve a situation than 
make an easy arrest. If  an 
incident arose where he had 
to make an arrest, the arrestee 
would actually thank him. 
Hillyard was one of  the last 
great officers. Hillyard treated 
everyone with respect and 
dignity. He had a philosophy 
of  treating everyone as if  they 
were a relative. Community 
members would request 
Hillyard to help resolve issues 
in their life. Some would even 

wait until he reported back to 
duty.”

Rangnow said Hillyard 
held great compassion for 
people and possessed a calming 
comfort level to those who knew 
him.

“What Hillyard instilled 
in his officers, I try to instill in 
my officers now,” said Rangnow. 
“When I took over about five 
years ago, the department was 
not as community-oriented as 
we needed to be. I did not want 
the department to be an ‘us’ 

vs. ‘them’ department. Cliff’s 
mindset laid the foundation 
for our relationship with the 
community.”

Rangnow said Hillyard was 
a great man with a big, booming 
deep voice. He often shared 
advice and life experiences 
with his fellow officers. Little 
things brought joy to him, such 
as togetherness with family, 
and he enjoyed the simplicities 
in life, he said.

“He made the job better,” 
said Rangnow. “Some people, 

when they leave, you know 
things are never going to be the 
same.”

PLPD dispatcher Karen 
Neal said Hillyard did not see 
himself  so much as a guardian 
of  the community but as a part 
of  it.

“Just because he had the 
duty to enforce the law, he 
never treated taking someone’s 
freedom away lightly. He would 

New positions added to 
city’s FY 2022 budget

Flip Flop Festival gets people out

Something More Newspapers
acquires The Port Lavaca Wave

Beloved Port Lavaca police officer remembered
‘Some people, when they leave, you know things are never going to be the same.’ – PLPD Chief Colin Rangnow
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Ten minutes.
That’s the time it takes 

a paramedic to get to a chest 
pain call, put 10 stickers on the 
patient in the correct spots and 
into the ambulance, and be on 
the way to the hospital.

Lori McDowell, LP, 
assistant director of  the 
Calhoun County EMS, 
explained this to the Calhoun 
County commissioners 
Wednesday after reporting 
the EMS had received the 
American Heart Association’s 
Mission: Lifeline EMS Gold 
Plus Achievement Award for 
implementing specific quality 
improvement measures to 
treat patients who suffer severe 
heart attacks.

“This is a nationwide 
initiative, not just Texas,” said 
McDowell, who heads up the 
program and does the reporting 
and data capture. “It’s essential 
that we track the calls and 
then submit an application. 
If  we meet their standards 
and their criteria, we receive 
recognition.”

The Gold Standard is 
the highest recognition an 

EMS can receive from the 
association, and it tracks 
getting to the patient and 
then communication with 
the hospital.  The goal, she 
explained, is to have the patient 
in the cath lab and receiving 
treatment in less than 90 
minutes.

“With our county as big as 
we are, it is truly remarkable 
that we can accomplish that 
within 90 minutes – that’s 
through the door to the cath 
lab and under the needle,” said 
McDowell.

Each year, more than 
250,000 people experience 
an ST elevation myocardial 
infarction (STEMI), the 
deadliest type of  heart attack, 
caused by a blockage of  
blood flow to the heart that 
requires timely treatment, 
according to an American 
Heart Association press 
release. Preventing death 
requires restoring blood flow 
as quickly as possible, either 
by mechanically opening the 
blocked vessel or by providing 
clot-busting medication.

“EMTs and paramedics 
play a vital part in the system of  

EMS receives AHA’s top response award

The Calhoun County EMS received the American Heart Association’s Mission: Lifeline EMS Gold 
Plus Achievement Award for implementing specific quality improvement measures to treat patients 
who suffer severe heart attacks. Seated, from left, are Calhoun County Commissioner David Hall, 
Commissioner Vern Lyssy, Calhoun County Judge Richard Meyer, Commissioner Joel Behrens and 
Commissioner Gary Reese. Standing from left are Dustin Jenkins, EMS director; Rachel Rings, 
paramedic; Erika Rojas, paramedic and shift supervisor; Lori McDowell, assistant EMS director; 
and Elizabeth Novak, paramedic.See EMS, Page A2

See HILLYARD, Page A12

See PL WAVE, Page A12

Larry Schroeder of Cape Carancahua stands by his BelAire that he had entered in the 2021 Flip Flop Car Show Saturday at 
Bayfront Peninsula Park. (Joyce Turner/Wave photo)


