
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Hurricane Nicholas took 
a swath of  Indian Point Beach 
when it skirted the area on 
Sept. 13.

Precinct 1 crews were out 
trying to put the sand back in 
place because the engineering 
phase of  a grant to protect the 
shoreline is underway, said 
Calhoun County Commissioner, 
Precinct 1, David Hall.

“We were lucky it didn’t 
take any more than it did,” said 
Hall, noting they were putting a 
bandage on the problem to get 
through another storm.

Currently, Mott McDonald, 
a coastal engineering company, 
is working on the feasibility 
study, and under a second 
grant, was selected by the Texas 
General Land Office through 
its preferred engineer network 

to perform the engineering and 
permitting with the U.S. Army 
Corps of  Engineers.

“If  the Army Corps backs 
the deal, then the general land 
office has promised Calhoun 
County that they will foot the 
bill out of  their GOMESA 
funds for the $2.5 million 
construction,” said Hall.

The site is also undergoing 
an archaeological assessment to 
ensure nothing of  significance 
is disturbed, he said.

“Our county is so full of  
history,” said Hall. “It takes 
a little bit of  time to do the 
studies so that everybody is 
satisfied.”

The project to protect the 
beach by minimizing wave and 
wind action is important as it is 
an endangered area. 

“If  we don’t do something 
in about five years, Indian 
Point could be gone. If  I had to 

guess, I would say it is less than 
five years,” said Hall.

PRECINCT 4
Calhoun County Precinct 4 

crews started removing debris 
from the roads in the precinct. 

The area received more 
than seven inches of  rain from 
Hurricane Nicholas, and the 
winds uprooted some trees and 
left debris strewn across the 
area.

Residents are asked to 
put their storm-related debris 
out by the road as crews 
began picking it up Monday 
and will continue Thursday, 
according to Calhoun County 
Commissioner Gary Reese.

Reese said debris should 
be limbs and vegetation from 
the storm, and no construction 
debris, no wood, or freeze-
damaged palm fronds.
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This Week’s 
Lineup

Coming up
Sept. 30: Ladies Night & Karaoke

Oct. 1 : Steak Night & House DJ

Oct. 2: TBD

 Thursday, Sept. 23
Ladies Night 

& Karaoke

Friday, Sept. 24
Steak Night &

Sandcrabs Football
Saturday, Sept. 25

Staudt Brothers

See BEACH Page A2

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Tik Tok vandalism has 
reached the hallowed halls 
of  Calhoun High School and 
Travis Middle School.

Calhoun County ISD 
Superintendent Larry Nichols 
said a video on the social media 
app inspired some vandalism at 
the two schools and around the 
state as well.

Parents of  students at 
Travis received a letter from 
Principal Dr. Jodi Carter 
informing them of  the Tik 
Tok challenge, “Devious Lick,” 
which challenged students to 
steal items from the school 
and deface or destroy school 
property.

“Over the past week, we 
have noticed an increase in 
vandalism on campus. The 
vandalism has spread from the 
campus to the stadium area. 
Due to this, you may notice an 
increase in supervision and 
police presence in those areas,” 
wrote Carter.

She reminded parents that 
students were subject to the 

New Tik Tok trend 
damaging schools

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Text “Calhoun” to 26989, 
and with the push of  a few 
buttons on your cellphone, you 
have donated to the United Way 
of  Calhoun County.

Donations were down 14 
percent due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which drastically 
affected the allocations to the 
member organizations, said 
Wendy Cabrera, executive 
director of  United Way of  
Calhoun County.

“A lot of  these 
organizations rely upon these 
grants and donations, so it had 
a huge impact,” said Johnny 
Todd, chairman of  this year’s 
fundraising drive, along with 
co-chair Rhonda Nielsen, 
owner of  Nielsen Family 
Dental.

This year’s $330,000 goal 
is the same as last year’s. 
Unfortunately, it was not met 
last year, said Cabrera.

The campaign is 
still contactless, but local 
businesses and industries are 
ramping up their in-house 
campaigns to raise funds for 
the United Way.

The money will be 
used to fund 11 different 
organizations: Billy T. Cattan 
Recovery Outreach, Mid-
Coast Family Services, Golden 
Crescent CASA (Court 
Appoint Special Advocate), 

Calhoun County Senior 
Citizens, STARS Clinic, 
Harbor Children’s Alliance 
& Victim Center, Boy Scouts 
of  American – South Texas 
Council, Girl Scouts of  
Greater South Texas, YMCA 
of  Calhoun County, Food 
Bank of  the Golden Crescent, 
and Calhoun County 
Community Ministries.

Cabrera said what is 
raised in Calhoun County 
stays in Calhoun County, 
noting that some of  the 
organizations might be based 
in Victoria but have programs 
in Calhoun County.

“And we are very stiff  
about that,” said Todd. “They 
have to prove the money is 
used here.”

 “We are very transparent 
about where the funding 
goes,” said Nielsen.

The board’s allocation 
team focuses not on where it 
thinks the funds should go 
but on where the need is in 
the community, said Todd.

The board is a diverse 
group that works and 
communicates well, which 
makes things easier, said 
Cabrera.

And, if  you are 
interested in serving the 
community, Nielsen said they 
are searching for new board 
members. 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Our Lady of  the Gulf  
Catholic School will host the 
moving performance of  faith 
and perseverance, “Tolton: 
From Slave to Priest,” a live 
theatrical one-man drama 
performed by actor Jim 
Coleman and directed by 
Leonardo Defilippis of  Saint 
Luke Productions.

Coordinated by the 
Diocese of  Victoria, the 
production will take place at 
7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 26, at Our 
Lady of  the Gulf  Catholic 
School gym. According to the 
press release, Tolton: From 
Slave to Priest is a powerful, 
new live production based 
on the life of  Fr. Augustus 
Tolton, the first African-
American priest. It is a 
compelling true story of  
courage and forgiveness.

“Fr. Tolton’s life is an 

Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic School hosts live drama of first African American priest

United Way fund drive underway

Indian Point loses more beach

Calhoun County Precinct 4 crews work to remove debris from the road where a tree was uprooted 
by the high winds stemming from Hurricane Nicholas last week. (Contributed photo)

Master of Memory series 
offered by Extension Service

See UNITED WAY Page A10

See VANDALISM Page A3

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

You remember you need 
to get something out of  the 
kitchen. 

You walk down the 
hallway and into the kitchen, 
then stop short.

You stand looking 
around, asking yourself, 
“What did I come in here for, 
and how could I forget from 
there to here?”

The Calhoun County 
Extension Service is offering 
a six-session weekly series 
called Master of  Memory, 
designed to give you tools to 
boost your memory. Master of  
Memory will start at 10 a.m. 
Friday in the Port O’Connor 
Library. To sign up, call 
Karen Lyssy at 361-552-9747 or 
email  karen.lyssy@ag.tamu.
edu to preregister.

Many people believe that 
memory loss and aging go 
hand-in-hand. As a person 
gets older his or her memory 
begins to fail. While some 
change may be expected as 

you age, that doesn’t mean 
you can’t do something about 
it. In the absence of  brain 
disease such as Alzheimer’s, 
you can be proactive in using 
some strategies and lifestyle 
adaptations, according to 
the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension press release on the 
series.

“I was talking with 
Michelle at the Calhoun 
County Library in Port 
O’Connor, and she and I were 
discussing programs that her 
patrons might possibly enjoy, 
and this one seemed like it 
might be a good fit,” said 
Karen Lyssy, Calhoun County 
Family and Community 
Health Extension Agent, who 
will be conducting the series.

The series covers how 
memory works and what 
can affect memory, from 
medical conditions to diet and 
exercise. It will also offer ways 
to identify and use strategies 
to improve memory function.

While memory loss may 

See MEMORY Page A2See TOLTON Page A10

The United Way of Calhoun County has kicked off its annual fund drive with a goal of $330,000. 
People wishing to contribute can visit online at UnitedWayOnTheBay.org for options or text 
Calhoun to 26989. United Way Executive Director Wendy Cabrera, left, is with the 2021 Fund Drive 
Chairman Johnny Todd and Co-Chair Rhonda Nielsen. (Wave photo)

‘Tolton: From Slave to Priest’

Jim Coleman portrays Fr. Augustus Tolton during “Tolton: From 
Slave to Priest”. The one-man production will be at 7 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 26, at Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic School. (Contributed 
photo)


