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More than 200 Calhoun High 
School students walked onto the 
field at Sandcrab Stadium Friday 
evening and left as graduates of the 
Class of 2019. Ninety four percent 
graduated with an endorsement or 
distinguished.

 CHS Principal Nicole 
Amason reflected on the success 
of the past year with a warm and 
inviting sunset behind her.

 Salutatorian Krislyn Key 
thanked God for giving her the 
ability to deliver her speech in 
front of fellow students, family 
members, faculty and more. She 
also thanked her teachers, coaches, 
friends and teammates she had 
throughout her school years.

 “You have all helped shape 
me into the student and person 
I am today. Whether it was 
educational or life lessons, you’ll 
have taught me so much, and I’ll 
always be thankful.”

 She expressed her 
appreciation for her family, and 
she ended her speech with a 
message to the CHS Class of 2019.

 “I’m sure we can all agree 
that this moment is pretty 
bittersweet because we never 
realized how fast time was passing 
us by,” said Key. “But on a serious 
note, I wish all of y’all the best in 
life, and I hope that this is just the 
beginning of what life has to offer 
us.”

 Key is planning to attend 
Texas State University in San 
Marcos to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree in science and attend 

medical school to become a 
pediatrician.

 Valedictorian Macy Medlin is 
the first person in her family to go 
to college.

 “Words cannot describe 
how beyond grateful, blessed 

and thankful I am to achieve this 
honor even if that is the point of  
this speech,” Medlin said, adding 
that she wanted to be valedictorian 
from a young age.

Medlin decided at a very 
young age that she wanted to be 

valedictorian. She also thanked 
her family, friends and the two 
most important women in her 
life, her mother and grandmother, 
who raised her to be the strong 
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Makynlee “Makkie” Kate 
Thomas, 2, daughter of Dr. 
Michael and Amberleigh Ficklen 
Thomas, of The Woodlands, 
collected more than 164,700 bottle 
caps to be recycled to provide meal 
cards for families experiencing 
extended hospital stays as a royal 
court member of the National 
Pediatric Cancer Foundation- 
Share A Smile (NPCF-SAS) 
organization of young beauty 
queens. 

 “It started out with just a 
gallon bag here and there from 
friends and family members,” said 
Makynlee’s mother, Amberleigh 
Ficklen Thomas, who grew up 
in Port Lavaca and graduated 
from Calhoun High School. “I 
made a simple Facebook post on 

her behalf and, with the help of  
mainly friends, family members 
and a few small businesses like 
The Port Lavaca Wave, the lids 
turned into a small hill. Once 
Seadrift Cub Scout Pack 106 
stepped in, her hill turned into a 
mountain.”

“The Seadrift Cub Scouts 
have collected plastic lids to help 
cancer patients. In the last two 
years, the cub scouts donated 
lids to three different individuals. 
Along with Seadrift School, we 
collected 19 gallons for a young 
college girl in San Marcos who 
was undergoing treatments,” 
said Seadrift Cub Scout Master 
Rebecca Rodriguez. “We continued 
to collect the lids from members 
of the community and were able 
to donate 53 gallons to a lady in 
Calhoun County whose husband 
was undergoing treatments. After 

making this donation, the Cub 
Scouts heard that Makynlee was 
collecting bottle caps for cancer 
patients as well. The Scouts 
were able to collect and donate 3 
industrial trash bags, 45/55 gallons 
in each, totaling over 105 gallons of  
plastic lids to Makynlee.”

Like Makynlee, the Cub 
Scouts had the support of many 
people. They collected plastic 
lids from family and friends 
and numerous people from 
the community would drop off  
donations.

“When we read on Facebook 
that Makynlee was looking for 
people to help her, we told the 
Cub Scouts,” said Rodriguez. “At 
that moment, we knew that we 
wanted to help. Everyone began 
collecting and we donated what we 
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NOAA predicts 
near-normal 
2019 Atlantic 
hurricane 
season

Port Lavaca Native Serves aboard ‘Floating Airport at Sea,’ Half A World Away

Changing the world one rhinestone and badge at a time

See HELPING Page A2

By LT. JAKE JOY
NAVY OFFICE OF COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH

YOKOSUKA, Japan – Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Payton Sanchez, 
a native of Port Lavaca, didn’t 
think there was a job in his 
hometown that would be best for 
him. He said the military was 
always on his mind, and at an 
early age, he decided to join.

Now, two years later and 
half a world away, Sanchez 
serves aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Ronald Reagan, patrolling 
one of the world’s busiest 
maritime regions as part of the 
leading-edge of U.S. 7th Fleet.

“It’s like a floating city,” he 
said. “Everybody has their own 
cliques. It’s almost like there’s 
little counties on the ship. But 
people are definitely working 
together when it’s time to get the 
mission done.” 

Sanchez, a 2016 graduate 
of Calhoun High School, is 
a quartermaster aboard the 
Yokosuka, Japan-based ship, the 
only forward-deployed aircraft 
carrier in the Navy. 

“Underway, I deal with 
safety and navigation,” he said. 
“I help make sure we get from 
point A to point B as quickly, 
efficiently and safely as possible. 
We make sure we stay in waters 

we’re supposed to and stay away 
from waters we’re not supposed 
to venture into.” 

Sanchez credits his success 
in the Navy to lessons learned in 
Port Lavaca. 

“My dad instilled discipline 
in me from a very early age,” 
he said. “My sisters as well. I 
have another sister who joined 
the Navy. We’re both very 
disciplined.” 

U.S. 7th Fleet spans 
more than 124 million square 
kilometers, stretching from the 
International Date Line to the 
India/Pakistan border; and from 
the Kuril Islands in the North to 
the Antarctic in the South. U.S. 
7th Fleet’s area of operations 
encompasses 36 maritime 
countries and 50 percent of the 
world’s population with between 
50-70 U.S. ships and submarines, 
140 aircraft, and approximately 
20,000 sailors.

“The schedule is most 
unique of any fleet,” Sanchez 
said. “We have guaranteed six 
months out, six months in. We 
go out more frequently. As a 
quartermaster, you’ve got to 
work hard to make sure you get 
enough sleep underway. The job I 
do is so important.” 

With more than 50 percent 
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Calhoun High School graduating seniors Present May, Nathaniel McClellan and Macy Medlin wait for 
the 2019 commencement ceremony to begin Friday evening at Sandcrab Stadium. CHS graduated 
211 seniors. (Sherry Ficklen/Wave photo)

Petty Officer 3rd Class Payton Sanchez, of Port Lavaca, discusses 
what he has learned in the United States Navy. (Photo by Senior 
Chief Mass Communication Specialist Gary Ward)

Makynlee Thomas collected more than 164,000 plastic bottle caps to be donated 
and recycled to provide meal cards for families with children stricken with illness 
and experiencing extended hospital stays.  (Sherry Ficklen/Wave photo)

See SANCHEZ Page A10

STAFF REPORT

NOAA’s Climate Prediction 
Center is predicting that a near-
normal Atlantic hurricane 
season is most likely this year. 
This outlook forecasts a 40% 
chance of a near-normal season, 
a 30% chance of an above-normal 
season and a 30% chance of  
a below-normal season. The 
hurricane season officially 
extends from June 1 to November 
30.

For 2019, NOAA predicts 
a likely range of 9 to 15 named 
storms (winds of 39 mph or 
higher), of which 4 to 8 could 
become hurricanes (winds of 74 
mph or higher), including 2 to 4 
major hurricanes (category 3, 4 
or 5; with winds of 111 mph or 
higher). NOAA provides these 
ranges with a 70% confidence. 
An average hurricane season 
produces 12 named storms, of  
which 6 become hurricanes, 
including 3 major hurricanes.

“With the 2019 hurricane 
season upon us, NOAA is 
leveraging cutting-edge tools to 
help secure Americans against 
the threat posed by hurricanes 
and tropical cyclones across both 
the Atlantic and Pacific,” said 
Secretary of Commerce Wilbur 
Ross. “Throughout hurricane 
season, dedicated NOAA staff  
will remain on alert for any 
danger to American lives and 
communities.”

This outlook reflects 
competing climate factors. The 
ongoing El Nino is expected 
to persist and suppress the 
intensity of the hurricane 
season. Countering El Nino 
is the expected combination 
of warmer-than-average sea-
surface temperatures in the 
tropical Atlantic Ocean and 
Caribbean Sea, and an enhanced 
west African monsoon, both of  
which favor increased hurricane 
activity.

“New satellite data and 
other upgrades to products and 
services from NOAA enable a 
more Weather-Ready Nation by 
providing the public and decision 
makers with the information 
needed to take action before, 
during, and after a hurricane,” 
said Neil Jacobs, Ph.D., acting 
NOAA administrator.

The 2019 hurricane season 
marks the first time NOAA’s 
fleet of Earth-observing satellites 
includes three operational next-
generation satellites. Unique and 
valuable data from these satellites 
feed the hurricane forecast 
models used by forecasters to 
help users make critical decisions 
days in advance.

NOAA’s National Weather 
Service is making a planned 
upgrade to its Global Forecast 
System (GFS) flagship weather 
model – often called the 
American model – early in the 
2019 hurricane season. This 
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GLO Vessel Turn-In 
Program slated for 
June 4 through 6
STAFF REPORT

The Texas General 
Land Office’s Vessel Turn-In 
Program returns to Calhoun 
County, June 4 through 
June 6 in partnership with 
Texas Parks & Wildlife 
and the Calhoun County 
Commissioners’ Court.

The two sites for vessel 
turn ins are:

-- 900 Landfill Road in Port 
Lavaca under Calhoun County 
commissioners David Hall, 
Precinct 1, and Vern Lyssy, 
Precinct 2.

-- 488 Harbor Road in 
Seadrift under Commissioner 
Gary Reese, Precinct 4.

The event runs 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. June 4 through 6 and is 
an opportunity to voluntarily 
remove inoperable or derelict 
vessels. 

“It’s a multifaceted 
operation that has esthetic 
value,” said Texas General 
Land Office Senior Response 
Officer Tony Belton. “It gets 
derelict boats away from 
coastal waters and private 
property as well as takes care 
of  a lot of  prevention issues.”

Those issues can include 
diesel fuel, oil, gas or batteries 
that can leak in to the water 
and need to be properly 
removed from the vessels, he 
said. In addition, he noted that 
debris can become airborne as 
it did during Hurricane Harvey 
and they pose navigational 
hazards.

The program was first 
conducted in Galveston in 2015 
and has grown from there. 
So far, 700 vessels have been 
turned in statewide and 11,000 
liner feet of  derelict boats have 
been removed.

Last year there was 
one site in Calhoun County. 
Commissioner Reese 
had requested a site for 
Seadrift, which has been 
granted. During the Jan. 22 
Commissioners meeting, 
Texas General Land Office 
representatives requested the 
manpower to work the sites as 
well as hazard waste retention 
and possible disposal and 
equipment to crush the vessel, 
which the court agreed to do.

In order to turn in a vessel, 
it must be brought to one of  
the two drop off  points where 
TGL and TPWD will verify it 
qualifies for disposal, remove 
all hazardous materials such as 
fuel, oil and batteries, destroy 
the vessel and transport it 
to the landfill. Boats must be 
clear of  waste and debris and 
no trash can be in the vessel.

In addition, the person 
turning in the boat must show 
legal authority to dispose of  
the vessel. “Texas Parks and 
Wildlife will be conducting 
background checks on claims 
of  ownership,” said Belton.

Vessels need to be under 
26-feet long, but longer boats 
may be taken on a case-by-case 
basis. 

“We partner with the 
county commissioners 
and work with TPW. The 
commissioners provide 
the personnel and heavy 
equipment to move and 
disassemble the vessel so it will 
better fit in the roll-off  boxes,” 
said Belton. “It would behoove 
you to take advantage of  the 
service.”

For additional information 
call TGLO at 361-552-8081 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
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