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As the clock struck 
midnight on Dec. 31, 2019, 
change was already in the air.

And at 9 a.m. Jan. 1, 
change became official when 
Kerri Boyd was sworn in 
by Calhoun County Judge 
Richard Meyer as the new tax 
assessor-collector to fill the 
term of  Gloria A. Ochoa, who 
announced her retirement 
at the Oct. 2 meeting of  the 
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A letter of support was 
approved for Memorial Medical 
Center as it pursues three more 
nursing homes to participate in 
the Quality Incentive Payment 
Program.

QIPP serves as a resource 
to help nursing facilities achieve 
transformation, according to the 
Texas Department of Health and 
Service’s website.

Jason Anglin, chief  
executive officer for MMC, 
approached the commissioners 
about drawing its $4 million line 
of credit to make up a cash-on-
hand shortfall.

Anglin explained that 
MMC makes two large 
intergovernmental transfers 
each month to the program 
– one in June and the second 
November, for about $1.4 million 
each. If  MMC adds the three 
Pearland nursing homes, it 
will increase the payments and 
“payments back from the waiver 
program have not been as prompt 
as they used to be,” he said.

“The loan of $500,000 would 
meet our immediate needs,” said 
Anglin.

Commissioner Vern Lyssy 
wanted to know why they were 
asking for the loan in January, 
which would necessitate a budget 
amendment, when the payments 
were not due until July, noting 
that the payments were close to 
the budget preparation time.

“I don’t feel good about 

this, this far in advance. I would 
support a letter of support for 
this program. I would be happy to 
do that in support of the program 
rather than moving money now 
for six months and having to 
amend the budget,” said Lyssy.

Calhoun County Judge 
Richard Meyer asked about the $4 
million line of credit and was told 
by Anglin that auditors believed 
it made the hospital’s credit 
strong with the withdrawal and 
repayment history.

Lyssy made the motion to 
provide a letter of support to the 
hospital, which was seconded by 
Commissioner David Hall and 
approved unanimously.

In other business, the court 
terminated one tax abatement 
agreement with Formosa 
Plastics, Inc., to clear the to enter 
a second abatement agreement.

Anne Marie Odefey, 
representing the county, told 
commissioners in the future it 
would be better for the county 
to consider smaller agreements 
and smaller designations of  
reinvestment zones in which 
everyone has to be treated the 
same.

Also, the projects that 
were part of the agreement 
had been delayed, which is why 
termination was required, she 
said.

The court approved 
terminating the portion of the 
tax abatement agreement dealing 
with the Polypropylene III (PP3) 
Unit.

A public hearing followed 
to consider the designation of  
Formosa Plastics Corporation 
Reinvestment Zone No. 19-01. 
Commissioners approved the 
designation.

Lyssy told Odefey he would 
like to see an agreed-upon amount 
that could be used as a benchmark 
for year 11, suggesting 80 percent 
of its worth. 

The court agreed to adopt 
a tax abatement agreement 
in Texas Reinvestment Zone 
19-01 and to include the PP3 
Unit construction with the 
benchmark.

In other business, the court:
-- Approved the 

Infrastructure Development Plan 
for the Port Lavaca RV and Resort 
in Precinct 4.

-- Appointed Steve Dublin to 
the Calhoun County Parks Board 
to fill Tom Andrew’s unexpired 
term.

-- Renewed a contract with 
Cintas to provide uniforms for 
Precinct 1.

-- Approved the Green 
Lake Alligator Management * 
Nuisance Control contract.

-- Declared several Precinct 2 
vehicles as salvage and removed 
them from the fixed assets 
inventory.

-- Accepted a report from the 
Calhoun County Clerk’s Office.

-- Approved budget 
adjustments.

-- Approved payment of  
MMC and county bills and 
payroll.

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Lane Road in Calhoun County will receive some much-needed 
drainage relief  soon due to recent grant approval.

Located off  of  State Highway 185, Lane Road is nearly at the 
midpoint between Seadrift and Port O’Connor. It runs from SH 185 
to Charlie’s Bait Camp.

Following Hurricane Harvey, the road flooded due to the 
lack of  drainage along the way. The grant was made available 
to Calhoun County after Hurricane Harvey and the subsequent 
flooding.

Calhoun County applied for the grant and received word that 
it was awarded the grant on December 3, 2019.

“Due to the stringent guidelines and regulations of  the grant, 
Judge Meyer along with Commissioners Court, our County 
Emergency Management Coordinator, our County Auditor, our 
engineering firm, and the grant writers were able to identify the 
Lane Road Drainage Project in Precinct 4 and three projects in 
Precinct 1,” Calhoun County Precinct 4 Commissioner Gary Reese 
said.

The Lane Road Drainage Project is part of  a $5,936,5488 00 
CDBG-DR (Community Development Block Grant –Disaster 
Relief) Grant from HUD and administered through the Texas 
General Land Office.

The project will use $707,550 of  the grant funds. Once 
completed, the project will serve approximately 80-100 residents 
in an area bound by SH 185 to the north, Lane Road to the east, 
Welder Ranch to the west, and the Intercoastal Waterway to the 
south.

“This area experienced severe flooding during and after the 
hurricane. The drainage project runs through the heart of  this 
area and is the only drainage channel for this area,” Reese said.

The project will include clearing, widening, and deepening 
of  the existing drainage channel where necessary, along with the 
installation of  new culverts designed to the specifications of  the 
new channel.

Calhoun County is awaiting contracting from the General 
Land Office to be finalized and an executed contract by the middle 
of  January 2020. Following Environmental clearance and the 
engineering phase, the project should be ready for bid by the 3rd 
quarter of  2020, according to Reese.
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STAFF REPORT

Victoria-December 23, 
2019 --(PR.com)-- Hloyal 
Management and PR CEO, 
fonder William Harris says, 
“Things are finally coming 
full circle.” The ambitious, 
unyielding thirty-year-old 
entrepreneur is proud to 
announce that his hometown 
of  Port Lavaca has been 
selected for the filming 

Abbott, Patrick 
react after 
shooting 
incident at 
church

Man 
stabbed 
in Port 
Lavaca bar

Lane Road Drainage Project Granted

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg 
Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick released statements 
following a deadly shooting 
on Dec. 29 at West Freeway 
Church of  Christ in White 
Settlement, a city of  16,000 
people on the west side of  Fort 
Worth.

Two church members 
were killed in the shooting, 
which occurred during 
Sunday services. A possible 
motive for the shooting is 
under investigation.

The shooter was shot and 
killed at the scene by a member 
of  the congregation who is 
a member of  the church’s 
volunteer security detail and 
is a firearms instructor.

“Places of  worship are 
meant to be sacred and I 
am grateful for the church 
members who acted quickly 
to take down the shooter and 
help prevent further loss of  
life,” Abbott said.

Patrick said the Texas 
Department of  Public Safety 
is leading the investigation in 
cooperation with the White 
Settlement Police Department, 
the Federal Bureau of  
Investigation and the Tarrant 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Revenue total is higher
Texas Comptroller Glenn 

Hegar on Jan. 3 reported that 
state sales tax revenue totaled 
$3.01 billion in the month of  
December, 4.8% more than the 
amount reported for December 
2018.

“Growth in state sales tax 
revenue was led by receipts 
from the construction, 
information services and 
restaurant sectors,” Hegar 
said in a news release. “While 
revenue growth was slightly 
buoyed by collections from 
remote sellers and online 
marketplace providers, 

See HIGHLIGHTS Page A10A10The new playscape at the Bayfront Peninsula Park is nearing completion. The playscape sustained damage from Hurricane Harvey. 
(Contributed photo)

New Playscape Nearing Completion
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Port Lavaca Police 
Department responded to an 
assault that ended in a stabbing 
at a local bar in Port Lavaca.

Saturday, January 4, 
at around 11:30 pm, PLPD 
responded to LMR Bar & 
Billiards located on 224 N. 
Commerce St. after a 23-year-
old male was assaulted and 
stabbed. 

PLPD found the victim on 
the 400 block of  Randle Street, 
and he was coherent, according 
to Police Chief  Colin Rangnow.

Rangnow said the victim 
suffered a stab wound to the 
abdomen. He was transported 
by Calhoun County EMS and 
later life-flighted by helicopter 
to a Houston hospital.

Apparently, there was talk 
on Facebook on whether the 
stabbing happened inside or 
outside the bar. Rangnow said, 
according to the video footage 
from inside the bar, the assault 
happened inside but is not 100 
percent certain the stabbing 
happened inside.

PLPD is still investigating 
and could have two possible 
arrests coming soon, but an 
arrest has not yet been made.

County tax assessor-collector 
retires, Boyd sworn in

Calhoun County Judge Richard Meyer swears in Kerri Boyd as 
the new tax assessor-collector on Jan. 1. Gloria Ochoa retired 
from public service, and Boyd was named to replace her until the 
November election. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

GLORIA A. OCHOA

County Gives MMC Letter Of Support

Hloyal 
Management, 
PR Brings 
First Film 
Production to 
Port Lavaca

See FILM Page A2A2

“First of  all, then, I urge that 
entreaties and prayers, peti-
tions and thanksgivings, be 
made on behalf  of  all men, 
for kings and all who are in 
authority, so that we may 
lead a tranquil and quiet life 
in all godliness and dignity. 
This is good and accept-
able in the sight of  God our 
Savior, who desires all men 
to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of  the truth.” 
“For there is one God, and 
one mediator also between 
God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave Himself  as a 
ransom for all, the testimony 
given at the proper time.”
1 Timothy 2:1-6


