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By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners heard a report 
on delinquent tax collections 
during its Wednesday, Sept. 25, 
meeting. 

Noe Reyes, an attorney 
with McCreary, Veselka, Bragg 
and Allen, P.C., Attorneys 
at Law, the firm managing 
delinquent collections for the 
county, reported that total 
current delinquent taxes plus 
penalty and interest were 
$16,332,527. This amount has 
been collected over several 
years and does not include 
discounts. 

Commissioner Vern Lyssy 
questioned the discounts, and 
Reyes said they were for those 
who paid all their taxes early. 

Reyes noted that the 
county is doing well in 
delinquent tax collection. 

In 2017, $376,937 went 
delinquent and “that has 
almost entirely been collected. 
We started collecting that 
July 1, 2018, and in the first 
12 months of  collection, we 
collected $237,676 with $138721 
outstanding,” he said. 

“The county has collected 
99.4 percent since the bills came 
due. The longer the collection, 
the more you collect. There 
is some from 2014 that was 
basically collected today,” said 
Reyes. He noted that even with 
the deferrals and payments 
plans the county is at 98 
percent collection and “that’s 
doing really good.”

When asked about the 
deferrals, Reyes explained 
that those apply only to 
homesteads. Someone 65 years 
or older or with a qualified 
disability could receive a 
deferral from the Calhoun 
County Tax Appraiser, and 
that would defer tax payments 
usually until the individual 
passes away or sells the 
homestead. 

“Then the taxes that were 
in deferral could be collected,” 

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

County 911 Emergency 
Communication District, 
Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Office, Calhoun County 
EMS, Port Lavaca Police 
Department, Port Lavaca 
Fire Department, and all 
volunteer agencies are pleased 
to announce the availability of  
Text-to-911 service in Calhoun 
County, effective Tuesday, 
October 1. 

Text-to-911 is a service 
that allows citizens to send a 
text message directly to 9-1-1 
dispatch for assistance in the 
event they are unable to make 
a voice call, according to a 
press release.

The release states that 
the user simply sends a text 
like one normally would. In 
the recipient field on your 
device, enter 911, compose 
the message and push send. 
Once the text is sent, the 9-1-1 
system will send an automated 
message asking the individual 
who is texting for the address 
of  the emergency. This starts 
the text session between 9-1-
1 and the individual needing 
emergency help, according to 
the release.

The press release reminds 
individuals who use the 
service that the Text-to-911 
services should only be used in 

an emergency when someone 
is unable to speak.

Examples include if  
the person is deaf, hard-of-

hearing, speech impaired, or 
when speaking out loud would 
put the individual in danger. 
Text-to-911 also provides a 

silent alternative in cases 
such as child abduction, active 
shooter or domestic abuse.

When texting 9-1-1, you 

need to know your exact 
location and the nature of  
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Upcoming 
election

It may not seem like it, but 
an election is coming on Nov. 5 in 
Texas.

It’s a Constitutional 
Amendment Election, and the 
deadline to register to vote is 
approaching quickly – Monday, 
Oct. 7.

Calhoun County Elections 
Administration officials were 
at the Calhoun County Library 
as well as Calhoun High School 
promoting voter registration.

A booth is set up in the 
lobby of the Calhoun County 
Courthouse and will be there for 
the rest of the week for anyone 
wishing to register or change 
their information if already 
registered.  

Early voting starts Oct. 25 for 
the Nov. 5 election.

For more information, call 
the Elections Administration 
office at 361-553-4440.
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Calhoun 
prepares 
for Alice in 
Homecoming 
showdown

‘Call if you can, text if you can’t’

Pizza Hut on Highway 35 was demolished on Sept. 17, and a new building is being constructed. 
(Jared Van Epps)

County provides Text-to-9-1-1 services to citizens in case of an emergency

Local first responders, 911 Board and county officials come together to provide Calhoun County with Text-to-9-1-1 services. (Jared  
Van Epps/Wave photo)

See TEXT Page A2

Pizza Hut gets demolished, plans to rebuild at current site
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

After 40-plus years the 
Pizza Hut at 425 N 35 Highway 
Bypass was torn down 
Tuesday, September 17, and 
will be replaced with a new 
building.

According to Pizza 
hut Shift Manager Brady 
Winefeldt, the building has 
been up since the 70s, and 
there have been problems 
with it. She added that it was 
decided to tear it down and 
rebuild it from the ground up.

Winefeldt said it was sad 
to see the building go, but she 
added it needed to happen.

“I’ve been here for eight 
years, so there are a lot of  
memories,” Winefeldt said.

Winefeldt added that one 
of  the memories of  working 
in the old build is meeting her 
husband. 

Many people from Port 
Lavaca express their feelings 
on social media about the 
building being torn down.

Terry Minter, of  Houston 
and a former resident of  Port 
Lavaca, spoke to the Wave via 
messenger talking about the 

VFW Post 4403 celebrates 111th birthday
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Veterans of  Foreign Wars 
(VFW), Post 4403, honored 
the 111th birthday of  the 
VFW, Sunday, September29.

Members of  the VFW 
and their families gathered 
at the post to celebrate the 
birthday and the history 
of  the United States oldest 
veterans’ organization.

Jack Magaluzzo, the 
District Commander of  VFW 
Post 4403, spoke to the Port 
Lavaca Wave Wednesday, 
Sept. 25, about the 
celebration and the history 
of  the VFW.

According to the official 
VFW website, the origins 

of  the group trace back to 
1899 when veterans of  the 
Spanish-American War and 
the Philippine Insurrection 
founded the organization 
to help secure rights and 
benefits. 

Magaluzzo said he 
watched the video of  the 
history and added when the 
WWI veterans came back, 
they were given a 35 dollar 
“out pay.”

“They started forming 
these groups. There were 
about six veterans that got 
together...and they thought 
to get anything they had to 
start an association group,” 
Magaluzzo said.

Magaluzzo added the 
VFW started with 30,000 

members and grew over time.
Today, according to the 

VFW Fact Sheet provided 
by Magaluzzo, there are 
1.6 million VFW and VFW 
Auxiliary members and 6,160 
posts worldwide.

“Through the 
membership, we’re able to 
go to Congress and tell them 
that these vets out there are 
hurt and disabled, and they 
should be taken care of,” 
Magaluzzo said.

VFW continues to help 
veterans and their families, 
serve the surrounding 
communities, and inform 
veterans about the benefits 
they can receive. 

“Those who have been 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, we 

try to get into contact with 
them and tell them about 
the benefits that they get,” 
Magaluzzo said.

Magaluzzo talked about 
Veterans Affairs benefits 
ranging from medical care 
to educational opportunities. 
He said the VFW went to 
congress and fought to get 
these benefits, and added he 
added today they [The VFW] 
continue to fight for those 
benefits for veterans. 

The VFW Fact Sheet 
states members contribute 
more than 9.4 million 
volunteer hours annually, 
and an additional $44.1 
million is donated to local 
community projects by 
members.

See PIZZA Page A2

County hears 
report on 
delinquent tax 
collections

See COUNTY Page A12

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Homecoming week 
culminates when the Alice 
Coyotes come to town Friday, 
Oct. 4, to take on the Sandcrabs.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker is preparing 
his team for the Coyotes’ passing 
attack.

Whitaker said Alice 
executes the passing game very 
well and added that it is an area 
he is concerned about.

“I know we’ll be working 
very hard against their passing 
game,” Whitaker said. “This is 
a game that we need to control 
the clock, and play good defense 
in the secondary and get some 
pressure on the quarterback.” 

Whitaker talked about how 
he prepared his defense last 
week for Gregory-Portland. He 
said this week his defense is 
practicing pass defense more 
than they normally would.

“Alice has the best speed 
in the district, and that is very 
concerning,” Whitaker said. 
“And our kids will have to be on 
their feet.”

Whitaker mentioned t
he key factors in winning 

the game are controlling the 
clock, getting first downs, 
keeping Alice’s offense on 
the sideline, committing no 
turnovers, and getting key stops. 

Calhoun has scored on 
its opening possession in each 
of  the first four games, and 
Whitaker hopes to keep that 
momentum going against Alice.

“It is something we take 
a lot of  pride in; offensively 
scoring on the first drive of  the 
first half  and the first drive of  
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