
SOCIAL MEDIA

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

The bay waters were filled 
with commercial fishermen 
this past week, as oystering 
has picked up on the Texas 
Coast.

Oyster season opened Nov. 
1 and will end Apr. 30. During 
the six-month season, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Game 
Wardens work fervently to 
make sure the oyster resources 
are preserved.

To do that, Calhoun 

County Game Wardens 
launched Operation Secure 
the Bay to make their presence 
known to the fishermen.

The five-day operation 
started Dec. 9 and ended Dec. 
13. Calhoun County Game 
Warden Chelsea Bailey said 
the mission statement was to 
patrol by land and water for 
compliance of  commercial 
oysters, water safety, parks 
and wildlife code, and state law. 
The emphasis was on oysters.

“Our main focus was 
oyster season. Since it is a six-

month-long season, there are 
a lot of  commercial fishermen 
that are oystering,” Bailey 
said.

According to Bailey, there 
are over 250 boats working the 
Calhoun County bays. The 
Calhoun County TPW Game 
Warden station is a five-warden 
station, so the wardens needed 
assistance from other agencies 
to spearhead the operation.

“Sometimes, we will do 
operations where we ask for 
assistance from other wardens 
and different agencies. We 

have done a couple in years 
past, and they have been 
successful,” Bailey stated.

Bailey added the violations 
this year were higher than 
normal.

“Normally, we will see a 
decrease in violations after a 
couple of  days because they 
know we are out there. That 
wasn’t really the case this 
time around. We were kind of  
surprised,” Bailey said.

One of  the reasons 
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Point Comfort 
Refinery in Texas 
to Permanently 
Close

Operation Secure the Bay
OYSTER REGULATIONS
Oysters may be taken for personal use 

(food) with a recreational license but 
may not be sold.

A person taking oysters is required 
to have a valid fishing license and a 
saltwater endorsement.

A vessel used while engaged in fishing 
with tongs or a dredge requires the 
purchase of  an additional Sport Oyster 
Boat commercial fishing license.

Oysters may be taken only from waters 
approved by the Texas Department 
of  State Health Services Seafood 
and Aquatic Life Group. For more 
information call (800) 685-0361 or check 
the TDSHS website.

Oysters may not be taken from marked 
private leases except by permission of  
the lessee.

SEASONS

Monday–Saturday from November 1 
through April 30, sunrise to 3:30 p.m., 
coastwide.

DEVICES

Oysters may be taken by hand, with 
tongs or by oyster dredge.

Oyster dredges may not be more than 
14 inches in width.

LENGTH AND POSSESSION 

LIMITS

Oysters must be 3 inches or larger as 
measured by the greatest length of  the 
shell.

Oysters 3/4 inch to 3 inches and dead 
oyster shell > 3/4 inch (measured along 
any axis) must be culled and returned to 
the reef  from which taken.

Oysters 3/4 inch to 3 inches and dead 
oyster shell > 3/4 inch may not make up 
more than 5% by number of  oysters in 
possession.

No more than 2 sacks of  legal oysters 
may be possessed per person. A sack 
is defined as 110 pounds of  oysters 
including dead oyster shell and the sack.

CLOSED AREAS

The following minor bays are CLOSED 
to oyster harvest:

Christmas Bay, Brazoria County
Carancahua Bay, Calhoun and 

Matagorda counties
Powderhorn Lake, Calhoun County
Hynes Bay, Refugio County
St, Charles Bay, Aransas County
South Bay, Cameron County
Areas along all shorelines with 

state health department approved 
or conditionally approved areas for 
shellfish harvest extending 300 feet from 
the water’s edge or exposed oysters 
inside of  the 300-foot area.

See OYSTERS Page A4

Sandcrabs Dominate All-District Awards Port 
Celebrates 
Milestone
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – 
Calhoun Port Authority 
board members celebrated 
a milestone after being 
notified of  the receipt of  a 
signed Chief ’s Report for 
the Matagorda Ship Channel 
widening and deepening 
project.

“This is a big milestone. 
We’ve been waiting for this 
for quite some time, and we 
finally got that signed Chief ’s 
Report,” said Port Director 
Charles Hausmann. “We’re 
excited and waiting to move 
forward on it.”

The report was received 
about two weeks ago, and 
Hausmann said they have 
already been in discussions 
with the state’s Congressional 
members – Rep. Michael 
Cloud, Sen. John Cornyn, and 
Sen. Ted Cruz – to “ensure 
that per the approved Chief ’s 
Report that our project, the 
widening and deepening of  
the Matagorda Ship Channel, 
will be included in the next 
Water Resource Development 
Act, which should take place 
in 2020.”

In other business, the 
board:

-- Took no action 
following a closed session to 
discuss a business prospect.

-- Approved a contract 

See PORT Page A10

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
Varsity Football team took 
home top prizes with the 
announcement of  the 5A 
District 15 All-District team. 

Calhoun Coach Richard 
Whitaker was named Coach 
of  the year, Quarterback 
Conner Kestler was named 
Most Valuable Player of  
the district, Fullback Steve 
Johnson Offensive Player of  
the Year, Caleb Harrington 
was named Lineman of  the 
Year, and Jaruis Stewart 
was named Utility Player of  
the year. Whitaker, Kestler, 
Johnson, and Harrington won 
in their respective categories 
by unanimous vote. 

Whitaker spoke about his 
players receiving these top 
honors, and he said it’s always 
exciting for his players to be 
recognized.

“It’s great for them to 
be recognized by the other 
coaches in the district, you 
know, we can’t vote on our kids, 
all we can do is nominate,” 
Whitaker said.

He added he told his 
players that it’s an honor to 
have “everyone” in district 
vote for them and recognize 
that they are the best players 
in the district. Kestler rushed 
for 1453 yards, threw for 413 
yards passing, and scored a 
total of  34 touchdowns in 12 
games. 

Kestler said it felt 
incredible, and he added all the 
hard work in the offseason and 
practices he put in every year 
all came together.

From his defense giving 
the ball back to the offense, 

to his O-Line blocking for 
him, Kestler gave credit to his 
teammates for helping him get 
to this point. 

“Having four new linemen 
come in, and I think four of  
them got first-team all-district, 
and Caleb [Harrington] got 
Lineman of  the Year,” Kestler 
said. “He was the leader of  that 
line and helped them all get 
prepared for this season, and 
they did a great job.”

Kestler thanked his 
family, his coaches, and his 
teammates for “helping him 
along the way” to get this 
point. 

Harrington talked about 
receiving Lineman of  the 
Year for 5A District 15, and he 
said it felt remarkable, and he 
worked “really hard” to earn 
this honor.

“I try at every single 
practice, just grind for it was 
the goal I was going to go for,” 
Harrington said. “And I just 
kept beating the defensive man 

every single game, and I just 
got there eventually.”

Harrington’s fellow 
linemen received All-District 
status; First team: Center 
Joseph Beebe, Guard Logan 
Bonuz, and Tackle Heath 
Henke, and Second team: 

Kammron Caruso. 
Offensive Line Coach 

Roger Saenz said he is proud 
of  all five guys, and he and 
all the coaches believe that 
“competition breeds success.” 

COACH OF THE YEAR
RICHARD WHITAKER

OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
STEVE JOHNSON

LINEMAN OF THE YEAR
CALEB HARRINGTON

UTILITY PLAY OF THE YEAR
JARIUS STEWART

MVP
CONNER KESTLER

See SANDCRABS Page A10

Calhoun County Texas Parks and Wildlife Game Warden Chelsea Bailey searches an oyster bag last week during Operation Secure The 
Bay. (Contributed photo)

STAFF REPORT

PITTSBURGH--(BUSINESS 
WIRE) --Alcoa Corporation, 
a global leader in bauxite, 
alumina, and aluminum 
products, today announced that 
it will permanently close its 
Point Comfort alumina refinery 
in Texas.

The site’s 2.3 million metric 
tons of annual alumina capacity 
has been fully curtailed since 
June of 2016. In October of 2019, 
Alcoa announced that it was 
conducting a review of its global 
production capacities to drive 
lower costs and sustainable 
profitability. The review includes 
4 million metric tons of alumina 
capacity, or approximately 27 
percent of the Company’s total 
global refining capacity.

“We operate one of the 
world’s largest alumina refining 
systems, and we are committed 
to maintaining our strong, first-
quartile position,” said Alcoa 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer Roy Harvey. “While this 
decision is difficult because of  
the long history of operations 
in Point Comfort, we must 
eliminate unprofitable capacity 
and continue to improve our 
Company for the long term.”

The Point Comfort refinery 
is a part of Alcoa World Alumina 
and Chemicals (AWAC), a group 
of companies owned 60 percent 
by Alcoa and 40 percent by 
Alumina Limited.

Alcoa will record 
restructuring charges in 
the fourth quarter 2019 of  
approximately $175 million 
(after-tax and noncontrolling 
interest), or $0.94 per share, 
related to the permanent 
closure. Alcoa’s share of related 
cash outlays is approximately 
$115 million with the majority 
to be spent in the next five years 
($25 million expected in 2020).

Beginning in 2020, the 
closure is expected to result in 
annual net income improvement 
of approximately $15 million 
(after-tax and noncontrolling 
interest) and cash savings of  
approximately $10 million 
(Alcoa’s share) when compared 
to the ongoing spend for 
curtailment, exclusive of closure 
costs.

Point Comfort’s current 
employment of approximately 
45 will be reduced as part of the 
closure, with any remaining 
personnel managing the 
demolition, decommissioning 
and remediation activities to 
prepare the location for potential 
redevelopment opportunities.

The AWAC partnership 
agreements between Alcoa 
and Alumina Limited provide 
for an allocation of certain 
liabilities occurring before 
AWAC’s formation on January 
1, 1995, according to the party’s 
preformation ownership 
interest. While Alcoa and 
Alumina Limited are currently 
in the process of allocating 
AWAC’s Point Comfort-
related costs and liabilities 
in accordance with those 
provisions, the recorded charges 
represent Alcoa’s current view 
of the liabilities.

This information was from 
a press release from Alcoa’s 
website.


