
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Castaway Youth Charities 
hosted its third annual 
Pumpkin Patch event last 
Friday through Sunday at 
Castaway Lodge.

The event included 
fall-related activities from 
pumpkin painting and 
horseback riding to hayrides.

Castaway Lodge owner 
Kris Kelley talked about 
having the event this year 
with the cancellation of  many 
other youth events in the area 
due to COVID-19.

Kelley said there was a 
“tremendous” turnout on 
the first day of  the Pumpkin 
Patch.

“The turnout yesterday 
[Friday] was amazing. We 
did a tremendous amount of  
business. We moved half  of  
our pumpkins. It is unheard 
of,” Kelley said, “and we had 
a great time with everybody.”

With the cancellation of  
many events in the area due 
to COVID, Kelley talked about 
having the event this year 

under a pandemic.
“We set the date in March, 

and we were going to be 
undeterred,” Kelley said. “We 
watched all the other youth 
charities and local city events 

get canceled. We were pushing 
forward.”

This year the proceeds 
from the event will go toward 
the Calhoun County Youth 
Rodeo, and Kelley talked 

about giving the proceeds to 
the CCYR this year.

Kelley said, twice a year 
Castaway Youth Charities 
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Local resident Jenell Butler, right, recently celebrated her 
95th birthday with a drive-by celebration and Zoom meeting. 
Pictured, from left, are: Jenell’s sister, the late Mae D. Jordan, 
her niece, Audrey Jordan, and her mother, the late Mable Deary. 
(Contributed photo)

Election Day is 
Nov. 3, check 
polling places

County 
approves tax 
abatement 
with Formosa 
Plastics

Locals visit pumpkin patch

Live!    Live! Live!Sandcrabs Football Catch The Wave’s Livestream 
of Sandcrabs football on our 
Port Lavaca Wave             page

From right, Emberly Miller, 4,  with her family Rika Miller and Mason Miller with her seven week old 
brother Jaxsten at the pumpkin painting station of the Castaway Youth Charities Pumpkin Patch last 
Saturday. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

See PUMPKIN Page A7A7

Butler is living life to its fullest

Sandcrabs win nail biter over Miller Alice forfeits Friday’s game

Jarius Stewart pitches to the running back, while Steve Johnson  
takes on the lead block in Calhoun’s, 77-76 win over the Corpus 
Christi Miller Buccaneers last Friday. Stewart was named Team 
Offensive and Defensive Player of the Week. (Photo by Kellie 
Whitaker)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
outlasted the Corpus Christi 
Miller Buccaneers in an 
offense shootout, 77-76, last 
Friday night in Sandcrabs 
Stadium.

The teams combined for 
153 points, 22 touchdowns, 
and 1300 yards of  total offense, 
including 670 yards rushing for 
Calhoun. One huge defensive 
stop by the Sandcrabs defense 
sealed the win.

The Buccaneers went 
for the win on a two-point 
conversion attempt by Senior 
Quarterback Andrew Body. 
The Sandcrabs forced a fumble 
inside the five-yard line, and 
Calhoun Linebacker Kirk 
Stringham recovered.

Stringham assisted in 
the tackle of  Body and talked 
about his defense getting the 

key stop to clinch the win over 
Miller.

“It was important to 

get that tackle, and when I 

See SANDCRABS Page A7A7

The Calhoun Sandcrabs practicing Monday evening. The 
Sandcrabs will be off Friday due to Alice forfeiting. Calhoun will 
host Calallen Nov. 6 (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
have a break this week with the 
Alice Coyotes forfeiting Friday’s 
game due to COVID-19.

The Sandcrabs move to 4-0 
in district play and will now 

turn their focus on a potential 
district title game against the 
Calallen Wildcats.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker informed his 
players who were preparing for 
Alice during Monday’s practice.

See FORFEIT Page A2A2

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

After nine and a half  
decades of  a rich and fulfilling 
life, Port Lavaca resident Jenell 
Butler is still going strong after 
celebrating her 95th birthday.

Butler was born Oct. 15, 
1925, in Smithville, Texas. 
She moved to Port Lavaca in 
the 1940s, where she and her 
husband, the late Loius Butler, 
raised their two children, 
Steven Grant Butler and Dr. 
Jennifer Butler Wimbish, in a 
household full of  love and faith.

To celebrate the 
momentous occasion on 
Thursday, Oct. 15, a caravan 
of  cars filled with family and 
friends passed by her home 
to wish her a happy birthday. 
To remain vigilant with social 
distance practices, guests 
stayed in their vehicles and 
honked their horns in her 
honor. Many brought cards and 
tokens that were left for her 
while Butler remained on her 

front porch and enjoyed waving 
to all of  the participants, which 
included members of  the Port 
Lavaca Fire Department. A 
family Zoom meeting with her 
children, grandchildren, and 
closest relatives followed the 
celebration.

“My mother has said 
that this was a historical and 
special celebration that she 
will always remember because 
it allowed her to use new 
technology while allowing her 
to see community friends and 
family in a way that she had 
never before experienced,” 
said Wimbish, a 1970 graduate 
of  Calhoun High School who 
became the first African 
American President of  Cedar 
Valley College in Lancaster. “It 
also allowed for a celebration 
in a safe environment during 
these times of  COVID-19.   My 
mother has often shared that 
it is important for us to trust 
God and to let him lead us in all 

See BUTLER Page A10A10

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners approved a tax 
abatement with an agreed-upon 
value for the county during their 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, meeting.

The abatement with 
Formosa Plastics, Inc., 
covers new ground as it is a 
modification to an existing unit, 
so there is some value there, 
said Anne Marie Odefey, outside 
counsel for the county, during 
Wednesday’s meeting.

While some of  the terms 
remain the same, the new 
agreement includes a taxable 
value for the existing unit 
that will be on the rolls for the 
entirety of  the abatement and 
included in the final value at the 
end of  its term.

See COUNTY Page A2A2

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Nov. 3 General 
Election early voting turnout 
is shattering records across the 
nation.

Calhoun County voters are 
following suit, with about 31 
percent of  the 13,073 registered 
voters already casting their 
ballots.

At the end of  last week, 
voters had cast 4,425 votes. The 
number includes in-person 
voting, ballot-by-mail, and 
military ballots.

There was Saturday voting 
during which 99 votes were cast 
in the four hours it was open.

“This is a good thing,” 
said Calhoun County Election 
Administrator Mary Orta. 
“People are paying attention 
and voting.”

Hours for the final week 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday and 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday.

Early voting was expanded 
by one week in Texas due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Protective 
measures are in place to protect 
citizens while voting.

“Make sure to come out 
and vote early. We’ll be here,” 
said Orta, “and you will have 
it already done and over with.”

And all this brings us to 
Nov. 3, Election Day.

Polls will be open from 

See ELECTION Page A2A2

Calhoun 
tennis 
dominates bi-
district match
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The 2020 Calhoun Tennis 
team just added another 
accolade to its belt with a 
Bi-District title in the win 
over the West Oso Bears on 
Monday.

Second-year Tennis 
Coach Jeffery Kubena, a 
Calhoun alumnus, never 
thought he would get back-
to-back accolades for his 
team.

“It feels amazing…I 
never dreamed that I would 
have this much success 
this early on in one of  my 
dream jobs. I mean, to be 
completely honest, at the 
high school that graduated 
from,” Kubena said, “so it is 
truly an amazing feeling.”

Seniors Angel Tung and 
Josh Huang talked about 
clinching the Bi-District title 
in their final year on the 
team.

See TENNIS Page A10A10

Sandies set 
sights on 
Sweeny
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandies are 
prepping for their 10th playoff  
appearance against the Sweeny 
Bulldogs this Thursday in 
Palacios.

Sandies Interim Coach 
Kasey Cavazos talked about 
the preparation for the Bi-
District match.

Cavazos said the Sandies 
had a practice game against 
Corpus Christi London 
to prepare the team for 
Thursday’s game in Palacios 
and “hopefully” further in the 
playoffs.

“We’re keeping everything 
the same, working on things 
we need to work on because 
we haven’t seen a lot of  these 
players [from Sweeny],” 

See SANDIES Page A10A10


