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HEB honors its 2020 graduates

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The VFW Post 4403 was busy 
this Memorial Day weekend, 
honoring the men and women 
who sacrificed their lives for 
their country.

On Sunday, members of  the 
VFW held a memorial service at 
New Beginnings Church in Port 
Lavaca, with a special casket 
made to honor veterans from the 
four military branches who have 
fallen in past and present wars.

According to VFW member 
Manuel Perez, David Marxmiller, 
a VFW volunteer, made the 
casket.

Perez said the casket 
represents the resting place 
for those who gave their all for 
“heritage and freedom.”

“It took him five days to put 
that casket together completely,” 
Perez said. “And last year, Pastor 
Joel was the one that gave me the 
idea about the casket.”

At first, the plan was to 
borrow casket from a funeral 

home, but they decided to have 
one made for special occasions.

Perez said this is an annual 
nationwide event for all VFW 
Posts.

Perez talked about the 
meaning behind the placing of  
a wreath, and the white and red 
flowers on top of  the casket.

“The wreath represents 
remembrance, the white flower 
represents purity, and the red 
flower represents their devotion 
to duty and their country,” Perez 
said.

After the ceremony, the 
VFW replaced a burial flag for 
USMC Private First Class Robert 
Maseda, killed in action in 1970.

The original burial flag was 
lost in a house fire years ago, 
according to Perez, and Arthur 
Maseda Jr. received the flag on 
behalf  of  the Maseda family.

The next day, members of  
the VFW went to Port Lavaca 
Cemetery to place flags on the 
graves of  the men and women 
who fought past and present 
wars.
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Jack Mageluzzo, the District Commander of VFW Post 4403, places a United States flag on a grave of a veteran at Port Lavaca Cemetery 
on Monday. Members of the VFW Post 4403 placed flags on the graves of the veterans of past and present wars. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
Photo)

Three sets 
of twins 
graduate at 
CHS

Officials gather for last live update

SERVICE. SACRIFICE.

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Local officials came 
together Friday afternoon for 
what they hoped would be the 
last live update due to the novel 
coronavirus, COVID-19.

T r a u m a / D i s a s t e r 
Preparedness Coordinator 
Sara Rubio, BSN RN, Calhoun 
County Judge Richard Meyer, 
Calhoun County Independent 
School District Superintendent 
Larry Nichols, and Port Lavaca 
Mayor Jack Whitlow addressed 

the public through a live update 
hosted by The Port Lavaca 
Wave.

Rubio stood in for Memorial 
Medical Center’s Chief  Nursing 
Officer Erin Clevenger. Rubio 
said that as of  Thursday, May 
21,  current COVID-19 numbers 

in the county stood at 41 with 
31 recovered cases, seven active 
cases, four probable cases, and 
three deaths. She explained that 
probable cases are not confirmed 
through  laboratory results but 
may meet the case definition 
through a combination of  

symptoms, exposure, history, 
and other laboratory tests. The 
purpose of  a probable case is to 
identify people who may not be 
able to receive a positive test, 
perhaps due to isolation status 
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Former CHS 
graduate gives 
back through 
expungement project
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

During a time of darkness 
and uncertainty, a former 
Calhoun High School Sandcrab is 
bringing hope to those who may 
not be able to defend themselves.

Jackson Gayle, a 2008 
graduate of CHS and an attorney 
with Armbrust & Brown, PLLC 
in Austin, is offering Calhoun 
County residents the opportunity 
to possibly expunge a case on 
their record if it fits the criteria.

Gayle has completed many 
expunctions for clients in Harris 
County and has worked with 
a nonprofit organization in 
Houston called The Beacon for 
around two years, and that is 
where he got the idea to begin the 
expunction project.

“The Beacon’s mission is to 
provide essential and next-step 
services to restore hope and help 
end homelessness in Houston. I 
take as many expunction clients 
as they will send me,” Gayle said. 
“The idea for this project is to 
provide such services to Texans 
in need that live in smaller 
communities.”

Gayle believes most pro bono 
cases in Texas are focused in the 
major cities, but he wants to help 
anyone in need, regardless of the 
population of their town.

The nuts and bolts of the 
project hinge on the many 
obstacles people face when they 
have a criminal record, and Gayle 
wants to possibly help clear their 
record.

“You might think that your 
record is cleared after your 
case is dismissed, or you are 
acquitted of the crime charged. 
Unfortunately, in Texas, that is 
not the case,” Gayle explained.

Therefore, to get a criminal 
record cleared, a person must 
go through a separate civil 
procedure called “expungement,” 
according to Gayle.

“Without going through this 
process, the public can see the 
charge on your record even after 
your case was dismissed, or you 
were found not guilty,” he said.

Gayle gave an extensive 
and important list that can 
impact a person with a criminal 
record, especially when they 
have never been indicted, and 
the charge has been dismissed. 
The list included: employment, 
housing, government benefits, 
child custody and visitation, 
higher education, volunteering, 
travel, gun ownership, and 
future interactions with law 
enforcement.

“Thus, having a charge 
on your record (even if it 
was dismissed) can mean the 
difference between having 
a roof over your head and 
homelessness,” Gayle said.

Along with the project’s 
requirements, to be represented 
for pro bono legal services, 
the individual’s case must 
qualify under Texas law for an 
expunction, and their income 
must be within the range that 
qualifies.

“If I am unable to represent 
someone due to the ineligibility 
of their case or if  their income is 
outside the range that qualifies for 
pro bono legal services, I provide 
the individual with information 
that helps them to move forward 
without my representation,” 
Gayle stated.

According to Gayle, there 
are several “nuances” in the 
law concerning whether or not 
charges can be expunged.

“Generally, if  your case is 
dismissed, you are acquitted or 
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By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

HEB celebrated their high 
school senior workers last 
Thursday, who are graduating 
Friday, May 29.

Every year HEB celebrates 
their seniors that are graduating 
from Calhoun High School, but 
this year is a lot different for the 
11 seniors.

Dodie Stuart, the top store 
leader at the HEB in Port Lavaca, 
had to deal with the COVID-19 
crisis this year, and she added that 
administrators and managers 
got together and came up with 
the idea to host a graduation 
ceremony for the seniors.

“The irony of it is our 
company sent a memo this 
morning for us to do something 
like this,” Stuart said. “And 
actually gave us some more ideas 
and a little bit more things that we 
should do.”

Calhoun High School Senior 
Clara Cantu has been working 
at HEB for a year and a half, and 
she said that the store has done 
“amazing things” for the seniors.

“I didn’t expect this, but this 
made me feel a lot better for not 
being able to do a lot of things, the 

best of the last,” Cantu said. “But 
this made very happy, and I love 
HEB. I love working for them. 
They do a lot for us.”

HEB honored the seniors 
for their hard work during 

the COVID-19 pandemic with 
certificates and treats. 

Stuart talked about the 
importance of celebrating the 
seniors’ accomplishments and 
the hard work they put in.

“They have given us 
everything they got and have 
never called in. They were 
showing up for their shift,” Stuart 

: The HEB in Port Lavaca celebrated its Class of 2020 graduate employees for their hard work. (Jared 
Van Epps/Wave Photo)
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PAYTON AND PIERSTON SALINAS

JOSEPH AND GABRIELLE BEBEE

JAX AND LEVI STRINGHAM 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

With graduation for the 
Calhoun High School Class of  
2020 happening this Friday, 
three sets of  twins will be 
graduating together.

Payton and Pierston 
Salinas, Joseph and Gabrielle 
Beebe, and Levi and Jax 
Stringham are the three sets of  
twins that will walk across the 
stage this Friday.

The twins talked about 
how exciting that three sets are 
graduating in 2020.

“It’s pretty crazy, I’m 
really good friends with all of  
the twins,” Payton said. “And 
I know they are really good 
kids, really smart, and I hope 
everything goes good for them.”

Joesph said that it is pretty 
cool knowing that he and his 
sister, Gabrielle, are one of  
many twins that are graduating 
at Calhoun High School.

“I just think it’s crazy 
knowing that there is a lot of  
twins,” Gabrielle said.

As every twin goes through 
this in life, the twins talked 
about what is it like being a 
twin.

“It feels normal being a 
twin. People ask a lot because 
we [he and Jax] don’t look 
alike,” Levi said.

Jax talked about being a 
twin, and he said it’s just like 
having a normal brother.

The Beebe twins talked 
about how people are shocked 
that they are twins.

“I get it all of  the time. It’s 
just weird because everyone 
says we look alike after we tell 
them we are twins,” Gabrielle 
said.

Pierston talked about 
growing up as a twin with his 
brother Payton, and he said it 
felt normal because he always 
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