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Thursday, Nov. 3

Every Friday
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Friday, Nov. 11

All-You-Can-Eat Catfish
First Class Karaoke - 9ish

7-10 | No Cover Charge

Steak Night | 7-10

All Your Favorite Drinks, Burgers, 
Fries, Pizza, Chicken Bits & more. Pool 
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Jenga. $2 Draft Beer. Bring Your Party!

Doors Open At 7 p.m. All Ages Welcome!
driftershall.com

Drifters House Band
9ish -12 | No Cover Charge

House DJ Music
9-1; No cover charge

Drop In & Make 
Some Memories!
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See REWARDS, Page A10

INSIDE
Crabs, Sandies

alive in playoffs B1

See DAY, Page A10

Proud to be

Calhoun County Veterans Services Officer Ron holds the Veterans 
Affairs Manual in his office in the Calhoun County Annex, 201 W. 
Austin. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Seadrift
rewards
staffers

VFW Post 4403 to hold ceremony

an AMERICAN
Langford helps veterans across county

See LANGFORD, Page A10

County approves
sign policies

See COUNTY, Page A10

Luis Aguilar driove his military Humvee in the Veterans & Active Military Parade at 
Jackson-Roosevelt Elementary School last year in honor of Veterans Day. 
(Wave file photo)

Playoff time in Port Lavaca

Led by senior Gage Spencer (60), the Sandcrabs take the field in a recent game. Despite an 0-7 season start, 
the Crabs rallied and finished second in district play. They will face Alice Friday night in the bi-district playoffs.
(Kellie Whitaker/Wave photo)

Veterans Day celebrations planned

Place 
for 

politics

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

With the election season in 
swing, both political parties are 
looking to push their candidates 
as much as they can. 

Now, thanks to the Calhoun 
County Commissioners Court, 
they can place their signs in 
a limited capacity on county-
owned property.

The recent action will allow 
the placement of  political signs 
onto county-owned property, 
such as the land directly across 
from the Calhoun County 
Courthouse.

The size and material 
used for signs continues to be 
regulated alongside the current 
rules, which state no signs may 
be placed within 100 feet of  the 
polling location. 

This was seen as a win for 
local political organizations 
like Calhoun County 
Democrats and Calhoun County 
Republicans. Following the end 
of  the election, the signs will 
be removed the day of, and no 
signs can be displayed outside 
of  an election cycle.

“So a little yard sign will 
work and can be placed on 
our property and 100 feet 
away from the polling area,” 
Commissioner David Hall said. 
“Some of  the wording sounded 
like nothing could be put there.”

The court also approved  
the purchase of  a wheeled 
excavator from ROMCO 
Equipment for $255,279 for work 
in and around Alamo Beach. 

A contract between the 
county and Shirley and Sons 
Construction Company was 
approved. The work would 
repair Magnolia Beach 21st 
Street and Indianola fishing 
piers. The piers suffered damage 
from Hurricane Nicholas and 
will be refurbished.

“This [excavator] will 
help with one of  our projects 
at Alamo Beach, such as the 
drainage ditch,” Hall said. “It’s 
going to fill in a lot of  gaps.”

A new well is to be dug at 
Little Chocolate Bayou Park, 
with $16,000 being paid to 
Crittendon Well Service. The 
previous water well in the 
park had its pump break. If  not 
replaced quickly, it could see 
the ponds in the park begin to 
dry up, threatening the wildlife 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

SEADRIFT – Two awards 
were presented to members of  
the Seadrift Police Department 
Tuesday – Officer of  the Year 
and Lifesaving Award.

Police Commissioner 
Rainer Brigham presented 
Chief  Leonard Bermea with the 
Lifesaving Award for his quick 
actions that saved the lives of  
two people.

Police responded to a call of  
a possible overdose of  a father 
and son.

“When we gained entry, 
we found both unconscious 
and the father not breathing,” 
said Bermea. “We were able to 
ascertain that it was an overdose 
of  opiates, so I immediately got 
the NARCAN®, which is for 
police officer use only, but this 
being an emergency, and the 
father and son not likely to live, 
I quickly gave them a dose.”

NARCAN® is used by 
officers when they come in 
contact with fentanyl due to 
its toxicity. It is a lightweight 
powder that can easily 

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

As one of  11 federal holidays, 
Veterans Day gives the people of  
America a chance to celebrate and 
honor those who have fought in 
defense of  our nation. 

It would only make sense that 
Calhoun County’s local VFW post 
would plan an event for it.

Starting at Calhoun High 
School on Friday, veterans of  the 
VFW will be attending as guests 
alongside other active and former 
servicemen as part of  the high 

school program. 
Following that, the VFW will 

host a luncheon and celebration 
at VFW Post 4403. Abel Flores, 
Post Commander, is one of  the 
event’s key organizers. Flores was 
formerly a part of  the U.S. Marine 
Corps and served from 1988 to 1992, 
participating in Operation Desert 
Storm.

“We’ll begin the event over 
there and try to get everybody over 
here by 11:30 a.m. That’ll give us 
enough time to get here and get 
the program started,” Flores said. 
“It’s going to be free and open to 

the veterans of  the community and 
their families, and then we’ll have a 
short luncheon after.”

Starting at 11:30 a.m., the 
VFW will begin its luncheon and 
ceremony, with performances by 
a choir and dancers following the 
presentation of  the colors. 

Those in attendance will also 
receive a free lunch, while 15 of  
the veterans will receive custom-
knitted quilts chronicling their 
military history.

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Ron Langford doesn’t wear a cape, but 
he puts in a heroic effort to make sure all 
veterans in Calhoun County are obtaining the 
services they require.

Langford is the Veterans Services officer 
for Calhoun County, and his goal is to assist 
veterans with all the forms and paperwork 
required to file for the VA to receive their 
benefits or compensation.

The basic job is to help with claims and 
appeals, Langford said. 

“Claims could be anything dealing with 
compensation, pensions – including surviving 
spouses,” he said.

And, while he is not allowed to do 
healthcare due to HIPPA laws, “every time I 
do a claim for a veteran, it bleeds over into the 
healthcare system,” he said. “I work closely 
with the Victoria Outpatient Clinic to make 
sure the vets are scheduled and enrolled in 

the healthcare system even though I don’t do 
healthcare. I work hard to get them enrolled 
as disabled veterans into the VA healthcare 
system. Some folks –vets and spouses – are 
very leery of  the healthcare system because 
of  the horror stories they heard – and they 
were horror stories.”

VETERAN IMPACT
According to the fiscal year 2021 

Geographic Distribution of  VA Expenditures, 
which Langford said is broken out by state 
and then by county – showed Calhoun County 
was the home of  record to 1,267 veterans. This 
is down from 1,300 in 2020.

“We lost a few, conducted a few funerals for 
a number of  veterans that were lost,” he said. 
“We’re down about 23 veterans.”

Veterans bring in $13,149,000 in total 
expenditures to the county including:

Compensation and pensions: $8,381,000.
Medical care identified in the VA system: 


