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By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
Independent School District 
has been monitoring the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
situation in regards to keeping 
students and staff  safe and 
healthy.

In a recent update when 
writing this story, according 
to the New York Times, there 
are currently 30 cases of  
coronavirus in the state of  
Texas and more than 1000 
cases in the United States.

CCISD Superintendent 
Larry Nichols and Assistant 
Superintendent Kelly Taylor 
spoke to the Wave about 
monitoring the coronavirus 
and what plans the district 
have in place to inform 
students, parents, and staff.

“What we’ve been doing 
is we’ve been updating our 
principals,” Taylor said. 
“Based on the information 
that we’re receiving from 
local health officials and any 
information that we would 
need to put out to parents will 
be placed on our websites.”

With Spring Break 
around the corner for CCISD 
students and staff, school 
districts in North Texas 

(Plano, Grapevine-Colleyville, 
Coppell and Frisco ISDs) asked 
students and their district 
staffs, who travel to countries 
that are hit the hardest by the 
virus, to self-quarantine upon 
their return, as stated in an 
NBCDFW article.

Nichols told the Wave the 
district doesn’t have plans to 
do what the other districts are 
doing at the current time.

“If  we hear that someone 
came out, we would obviously 
check the temperatures of  
the students coming back or 
teachers coming back.”

Taylor stated that she 
wants to champion the CCISD 
staff  for practicing good 
hygiene.

Taylor said if  there is 
a family with any special 
circumstances or concern, 
they can call the district office.

The district’s custodians 
have been preparing for the 
virus, and Taylor said they 
have been using “medical-
grade cleaners” and a “multi-
layered approach” when 
cleaning.

“Our head custodians 
have been trained personally 
on which products to use, what 
they are used for, and how to 
appropriately apply them,” 
Taylor said. “So we can have 

the safest possible campus 
environment.”

The district is currently 
keeping updated on the 
status of  the coronavirus. 
Nichols said he attended a 
local health orientation on 
Tuesday and heard from local 
organizations, governmental 
organizations, and hospitals, 
and he added they shared 
CCISD’s plans on the virus. 

“We try to share the 
thought on where we are at the 
current, and let them ask us 
questions,” Nichols said. “So 
we shared information with 
our local health officials and 
continue to do so.” 

In an example from a 
Montgomery ISD press release 
about the coronavirus, given 
by Taylor to the Wave, MISD 
has set three levels if  there are 
reported cases.

In the Level Three 
scenario, consideration 
of  campus closure from 
county health organization 
and cancellation of  school 
events and school rentals, 
traveling and events, and 
cleaning of  areas was listed by 
Montgomery ISD.

Nichols said Calhoun 
ISD has a plan if  “in case” 

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Memorial Medical Center 
continues to monitor the 
ever-changing COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic as it 
continues to spread across the 
nation.

MMC implemented 
several changes to its hospital 
procedures moving forward.

A temporary visitation 
policy is in place. Two visitors 
were previously allowed per 
patient, but that is now one 
visitor per patient, Chief  
Executive Officer Jason Anglin 
said in a phone interview.

Anglin added that MMC 
will begin screenings for 
patients, visitors and staff, 
such as checking temperatures 
and providing questionnaires 
regarding symptoms they 
may or may not have and that 

only the main and 
emergency room 
entrances will be 
open.

The dietary side of  the 
hospital has made changes as 
well.

Anglin said they have 
modified the cafeteria to be 
“to-go” orders only with no in-
house seating.

“That way we don’t have 
a large group sitting in the 
cafeteria,” Anglin said.

As of  now, testing for 
COVID-19 is not recommended 
for anyone just to know 
whether they do or do not have 
the virus, according to Chief  
Nursing Officer Erin Clevenger.

If  someone is sick with 
respiratory symptoms, 
whether they sought care at 
their doctor’s office or the 
emergency room, MMC would 
order the testing as is normally 

done, since the first part of  the 
guidelines is to rule out any 
other respiratory illnesses, 
Clevenger explained.

Once the initial test results 
are known, if  the provider or 
physician felt the patient was at 
risk for having the coronavirus, 
then the test would be ordered. 
MMC is able to perform the test 
in-house, which is a swab in the 
patient’s nose.

After that, MMC contacts 
the state to run through the 
signs, symptoms, travel history 
and risk criteria. The state 
will then determine whether 
they will accept the patient for 
testing.

Concerning anyone in 
Calhoun County that has been 
tested for COVID-19, Trauma 
/ Disaster Preparedness 
Coordinator Sara Rubio 

said that information will 
not be released and remains 
confidential. The only time it is 
made public is in the case of  a 
positive test.

“As of  right now, no 
hospital in our region is going to 
be releasing that information. 
That information is going to 
remain confidential. If  we do 
test and it comes back negative, 
we are not going to release that 
either,” Rubio stated. “The 
only time we will release any 
information are on positive 
cases. That is so patients can 
feel comfortable and confident 
that when they come here.”

In a confirmed case, 
if  the patient is otherwise 
generally healthy or has 
minor respiratory symptoms, 
the state recommends they 
stay quarantined at home, 

Clevenger said.
“If  they are sick enough to 

require hospital services, then 
depending on their level of  care, 
we would either keep them here 
in very strict isolation, or they 
would be transferred to a higher 
level of  care if  they need those 
types of  services,” Clevenger 
explained. “Just a positive test 
does not mean they are going 
to be hospitalized, nor does it 
mean they are going to receive 
mandatory quarantine.”

The phrase “flattening 
the curve” has been buzzing 
around the internet and social 
media, but Rubio said it is a 
“very real” thing.

She used the example of  
Italy’s extreme outbreak that 
made it impossible for health 

Volume 128, No. 24 Wednesday, March 18, 202075 CENTS PLWAVE.COM

INSIDE ENTERTAINMENT A4      CLASSIFIEDS A6       FAITH A5       CRIME  A2        OBITS A7-8      COMING UP  A3

For Subscriber services: 361-552-9788  u To report news tips: 361-552-9788

PORTLAVACAWAVE

WAVESPORTS

@PORTLAVACAWAVE

THE_PORT_LAVACA_WAVE

Calhoun 
sports put on 
hold due to 
COVID-19

Stay informed, take precautions
MMC Continues To 
Follow CDC Guidelines, 
Stays Ready For Virus

CCISD to continue classes March 23, 
Governor cancels STAAR testing

Local stores fight the 
virus frenzy, encourage 
shoppers to stop 
overbuying

See CCISD Page A8A8

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun sports programs 
are on hold due to mounting 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
concerns across Texas and the 
nation.

On Friday, the University 
Interscholastic League 
announced the suspension of  
all UIL activities until March 29 
due to the outbreak of  the virus 
in Texas.

Calhoun Athletic Director 
Richard Whitaker talked to 
the Wave about the UIL’s 
suspension and the safety of  
the student-athletes.

“That was something that 
we were really expecting. I’ve 
been talking to UIL myself  
for the last couple of  days,” 
Whitaker said. “And didn’t 
know exactly what the plan 
was, but I kind of  felt that was 
coming just because of  all the 
other major league sports and 
college baseball and everything 
else shutting down.”

Whitaker added he and 
Superintendent Larry Nichols 
made the decision that Friday 
morning that heading into 
“spring break” to take that 
week off  “and see what happens 
going into the 23rd.”

Whitaker hopes that 
practices can “resume on the 
23rd”, but he added he and the 
district will find out during 
spring break and see how 
things are going.

With softball, baseball, 
and powerlifting in action, 
Whitaker talked about the 
coaches’ and the players’ 
reactions to the news.

“We have been talking 
about this. This is not a 

See SPORTS Page A8A8

See COVID-19 Page A8A8

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Small communities such 
as Calhoun County depend 
on retail and grocery stores 
like H-E-B and Walmart to 
supply their everyday needs. 
Grocery items from milk, 
bread, eggs and bottled water 
to toiletries and gasoline are 
just a few miles away to most 
residents. The spread of  the 
novel Coronavirus, COVID-19, 
in other areas has called for 
modifications in the major 
conveniences many are so used 
to having.

To increase product 
availability, Port Lavaca H-E-B 
and Walmart will operate 
under temporarily reduced 
hours. The stores’ personnel 
are working around the clock 
to restock and replenish 
shelves.

Limiting product 
purchases and modifying 
operating hours will ensure 

the best service and product 
availability for all customers. 
For a complete listing of  store 
limits, visit https://newsroom.
heb.com/product-purchasing-
limits/.

H-E-B will be open from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. daily. Curbside 
pickup will also operate during 
these hours. Pharmacy hours 
will remain from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m.

“Customers are searching 
for the main essentials such 
as bread, milk, eggs, and toilet 
paper, among other things,” 
said H-E-B Store Leader Mario 
Chavana. “We are getting what 
we can from the warehouse.”

H-E-B is limiting 
some essentials because 
of  customer hoarding and 
product availability. However, 
shipments are arriving daily.

“You have to understand 
this is happening worldwide. 
We can’t call another store. 

See FRENZY Page A7A7

Shelves sit empty at Port Lavaca’s H-E-B, as shoppers buy out 
certain products amid coronavirus concerns. (Contributed photo)

County emergency officials speak on COVID-19
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calling to your physician 
before going to the office is 
something county officials 
would like residents to do to 
help combat the spread of  
Coronavirus-19.

“This will allow your 
doctor to be prepared to 
isolate,” said Calhoun County 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Ladonna Thigpen 
of  people who are showing the 
symptoms – coughing, fever 
and shortness of  breath. “The 
doctors will let you know if  you 
need to be tested for the virus, 
have the flu, or a cold and can 
self-medicate.”

Thigpen said her office is 
pushing out information from 

the Centers for Disease Control 
on their Facebook page. 

“We are leaving it up to the 
individual entitles and cities if  
they want to shut down,” she 
said.

Calhoun County Judge 
Richard Meyer said they 
weren’t going to “jump the gun 
and weigh everything and make 
sure it’s not babble, so we don’t 
give out false information.”

He noted county officials 
are being kept abreast of  the 
situation and information 
coming from the state and 
federal levels. 

“We’re not going to make 
any hasty decisions, and we’re 
going to use a common-sense 
approach,” he said.

Meyer noted they don’t 
want to shut anything down 

until it becomes necessary, but 
the Bauer Exhibit Building, 
AgriLife Auditorium and Port 
O’Connor Community Center 
are closed until April 3.

He and Thigpen 
urged residents to take all 
precautions, such as staying 
home if  sick, avoiding big 
crowds and washing hands. 

“This thing is serious, 
but we don’t want people to 
overreact but to use their 
common sense,” said Meyer.

A Situation Update, issued 
at 5 p.m from the offices of  
emergency management and 
the county judge noted that the 
county will continue to operate 
during normal business hours 
and urged residents to follow 

See COUNTY Page A8A8

Seadrift mayor 
declares 
emergency and 
disaster for city
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The city of  Seadrift is 
preparing for the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) to help protect 
its citizens. A declaration 
of  emergency/disaster 
was announced, effective 
immediately.

Seadrift Mayor Elmer 
DeForest informed the Port 
Lavaca Wave via email that 
he is moving forward with 
declaring an emergency and 
disaster for the city, much like 
Governor Greg Abbot has done 
for the state and counties.

“In my declaration we 
will welcome whatever help 
the state and federal agencies 
can offer as the need arises,” 
DeForest said.

DeForest has been 
in contact with State 
Representative Geanie 
Morrison, U.S. Congressman 
Michael Cloud, and the Texas 
Department of  Emergency 
Management. He has inquired 
about plans to provide mobile 
medical clinics or a small group 
of  medical personnel, “to small 

See SEADRIFT Page A8A8


