
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Christmas came early 
for the Calhoun Sandcrabs 
Varsity Football team as 
they have found a week one 
replacement opponent for 
Friday night.

The fifth-ranked 
Sandcrabs will travel to 
Bastrop to face the top-ranked 
team in 4A Division I, the La 
Vega Pirates.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker worked hard 
to find a replacement opponent 
after the cancellation of  the 
Navarro game.

“I’ve been trying to find 
somebody for a couple of  
weeks now to fill the void of  
losing Navarro,” Whitaker 
said, “and with the hurricane 
coming in, Waco La Vega lost 
their week one game just this 
weekend.”

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Calhoun High School 
Friday Night Lights is getting 
a slight facelift due to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic. 
Not only will Sandcrab Nation 
be affected by limiting fans to 
family members, but halftime 
and sideline activities will be 
modified throughout the season 
in order to keep students and 
the general public as safe as 
possible.

Ashleigh Wood, Calhoun 
High School Cheer and Sandette 
dance team director said both 
teams have been practicing at 
home due to cancellations of  
out of  town camps.

“Sandettes started 
practicing with a home camp 
with Marching Auxiliaries 
Dance Camp.  Cheer was 
scheduled to start July 1, but 
our NCA camp at Galveston 
Moody Gardens was canceled. 
We began Aug. 3, a little over a 
month later than normal,” she 
said. “All members wear masks 
when inside the building or 
when we cannot practice social 
distancing. We have moved 

our practices outside to the 
tennis courts so that the teams 
can spread out and socially 
distance. Outside practices 

are not new for Cheer, but 
Sandettes usually practice in 
their studio. With our increase 
in numbers from the previous 

years and current regulations, I 
felt it was in their best interest 
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Election

See SANDCRABS Page A10A10

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Seadrift City Council 
held a special meeting Tuesday, 
August 18, at City Hall.

According to the media 
packet, the council discussed 
the 2020-21 property tax rate 
during last Tuesday’s meeting 
with Chief  Appraiser Jess 
Hubbell.

Councilwoman June 
Cantrell made a motion, 
according to the Seadrift 
Secretary notes, to approve and 
direct the chief  appraiser of  
the Calhoun County Appraisal 
District, or their designer, to 
calculate the voter-approval 
tax rate for the city of  Seadrift 
for the 2020-21-tax year, in the 
manner provided for a special 
taxing unit as authorized by 
the Texas Property Tax Code 
Section 26.04 (c-1) and 26.04 (c)

(2)(A) due to Calhoun County 
being a disaster area by 
Governor Gregg Abbott.

Councilwoman Peggy 
Gaines seconded the motion, 
and the motion carried 5-0.

In other actions, the 
council:

- Harbor Maintenance 
Digging: Approved to take 
action to authorize and pay 
for maintenance digging in 
the harbor adjacent to the 
Second Street extension, 
North of  Alby’s and along the 
harbor entrance adjacent to 
Alby’s coming into Second 
Street extension side of  the 
harbor and, if  possible, the 
area between Second Street 
Extension and Dockside

- Approved, 5-0, a motion 
made by Gaines and seconded 
by Cantrell, to amend the 
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Indianola Fishing Marina 
has begun to reopen in phases, 
according to owner Brenda 
Hanselka.

“The first phase began 
Friday at 6 p.m. for night 
fishing,” she said. “We have 
also added green bulbs to the 
pier for fishing. A temporary 
store is now open for snacks, 
drinks, regular bait, and live 
bait. A food truck serving 
breakfast and hamburgers 
was open to the public as of  

Spectators might notice a difference during this year’s Friday Night Lights due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. CHS Sandettes, cheerleaders, and band members are planning to make adjustments to 
continue sideline and halftime activities. (Sherry Ficklen/Wave file photo)

No. 5 Calhoun to clash with No. 1 La Vega

Man 
arrested in 
child’s death

Students return face-to-face

Senior Quarterback Jarius Stewart in action for Team Calhoun 
Black in last Thursday’s  scrimmage. (Photo by Kellie Whitaker)

Friday night activities modified due to pandemic

See FRIDAY Page A10A10

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

In its press release last 
week, Calhoun County ISD 
announced that campuses would 
open for face-to-face learning 
on campus in small groups on 
scheduled days from August 24 
to September 3.

“These options give students 
and staff  the opportunities to 

transition back to learning at 
school safely,” the district said 
in the press release. “Fridays 
will be virtual learning for all 
students during this time.”

Superintendent Larry 
Nichols talked to the Wave 
last Friday about the district’s 
announcement of  having small 
groups return to face-to-face 
instruction.

“We promised our parents, 

students, and faculty that we 
would monitor local health 
conditions,” Nichols said.

Nichols added last week 
that local health conditions were 
“very good”, no one was admitted 
to the hospital for COVID for “a 
period of  time”, and reported 
cases of  COVID were two or 
three per day.

See SCHOOL Page A2A2

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 586 Total Cases

n 508 Confirmed

n 552 Recovered

n 30 Active

n 71 Pending

n 7 Probable

n 4 Deaths

PRESS RELEASE

Landowners interested in 
running on the ballot to serve 
as a director of  the Calhoun 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District (CSWCD) Board 
for Subdivision No. 4 must 
complete a Declaration Notice 
for Candidacy form by 4:30 
p.m. Aug. 31.

Dennis Klump, chairman 
of  the district, said the 
Declaration Notice for the 
Candidacy form is to be filed 
in person with the SWCD 
clerk or Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) clerk between 8 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. at the Calhoun 
County Agriculture Building 
located at the Calhoun County 
Fairgrounds.

The election is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 1, at 
the Bauer Exhibit Building.

Early voting by personal 
appearance for the election 
will be held from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on business days, 
between Sept. 14 and Sept. 
25. However, the Agriculture 
Code provides that a district 
may declare all unopposed 
candidates elected to their 
respective offices do not have 
to conduct an election.

‘This provision of  law 
helps save costs associated 
with holding an election,” 
said Klump. “ We will know 
after the close of  filing if  there 
is a contested race. If  so, we 
will conduct the election. If  
not, the board of  directors 

See SOIL Page A2A2

Marina 
begins to 
reopen

NOE RODRIGUEZ PAEZ

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

One person was arrested 
after a child was killed in the 
800 block of  West George Street, 
Aug. 18.

Noe Rodriguez Paez, 52, of  
Corpus Christi, was arrested 
and charged with intoxication 
manslaughter with a vehicle. 
Paez is in Calhoun County Jail 
under a $1 million bond set 
by Calhoun County Justice of  
the Peace, Precinct 2, Calvin 
Anderle.

Port Lavaca Police Chief  
Colin Rangnow said the child 
was playing in the driveway and 
was not out in the roadway when 
the incident occurred around 8 
p.m. He noted the 800 block of  
West George has several shops 
for rent with driveways, and that 
is where the child was playing.

The 3-year-old was 
transported to Memorial 
Medical Center by Calhoun 
County EMS, where the child 
was pronounced dead. An 
autopsy is scheduled in Travis 
County.

See MARINA Page A2A2

County approves manner in which its 
voter-approval tax rate is calculated

Seadrift holds special meeting

Sandcrabs take on each other in scrimmage
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
hosted an intrasquad game 
last Thursday in their first 
scrimmage of  the 2020 Football 
season.

Team Calhoun White beat 
Team Calhoun Black, 15-14, in 
Thursday’s game.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 

his team’s performance against 
each other.

“Today, we did like a 
spring game where we mixed 
the kids, and it’s always ugly 
when we do this, even in the 
spring,” Whitaker said. “After 
four weeks of  practice, it’s ugly 
because it throws off  all the 
timing.”

Whitaker added he’s taking 
players that have been “working 
in the huddle together” and 

mixing them up.
The goal of  the scrimmage 

is to get the players to play both 
sides of  the ball, Whitaker said.

“It’s about getting into 
shape. We’ve got a game coming 
up, and we got get into shape,” 
Whitaker said, “so, whenever 
that’s gonna happen, it’s gonna 
happen, but right now we need 
to have ourselves ready to go 
when we step on the field.”

There was trash-talking 

on both sides of  the field, and 
Whitaker said he doesn’t care 
about the talking, but action.

“It’s what we tell our kids all 
the time. You can say whatever 
you want, but it’s what you do 
once you step on that field that 
matters,” Whitaker said.

Sandcrabs Senior Fullback 
Steve Johnson talked about his 
team competing against each 

See SCRIMMAGE Page A8A8

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
Commissioners’ Court settled 
the manner in which its voter-
approval tax rate is calculated, 
following a special meeting on 
Monday.

The court had the choice 
between using normal 
calculations of  the voter-
approval rate or using a rate 
allowed only when the state 
has declared a disaster.

The voter approval 
rate, formerly known as the 
rollback tax rate, is the rate 
that will trigger an election to 
approve the rate. Now, after 
SB2, taxing entities can only 

increase the rate by 3.5 percent 
before the voter approval rate 
is triggered. An election is 
automatic under SB2.

“This will give the 
county more leeway and 
more options to protect itself  
for next year if  the values 
drop,” said Calhoun County 
Auditor Cindy Mueller. She 
noted if  the court did not 
take advantage of  the disaster 
relief  clause, they could not do 
so next year unless a disaster 
was declared. The rate expires 
after the third year.

The rate calculation is not 
an adopted tax rate.

“We need to finish the 

See COUNTY Page A10A10 See SEADRIFT Page A10A10


