
SOCIAL MEDIA
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Harbor Children’s 
Alliance and Victim Center 
held a picnic Saturday at 
Bayfront Peninsula Park.

The Harbor invited the 
mayor and the county judge 

to the picnic to proclaim 
Child Abuse and Prevention 
Month in Calhoun County. 

Maria Walton, Executive 
Director of  the Harbor, said 
they had a bubble ceremony 
during the event to honor 
the number of  children they 
interviewed for forensics. 

“Last year we 
interviewed about 111, and 
we’ll be blowing bubbles for 
111 seconds,” Walton said. 

Walton stated that the 
picnic was held to celebrate 
the children of  Calhoun 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Ida Mae “Tiney” 
Browning passed away 
Monday, April 8. She was born 
June 28, 1927 in Port Lavaca to 
Lee and Mary Bimingham.

Despite her namesake, 
she leaves behind a 
monumental legacy in 
Calhoun County that was 
anything but tiny. Browning 
was the first woman to serve 
on the Port Lavaca City 
Council where she served for 
10 years. In 1990, she was the 
first female to run for Mayor 
of  Port Lavaca and won the 
election, also serving for 10 
years in that position.

“Tiney will be dearly 
missed by the whole city. 
She accomplished so much, 
“said Port Lavaca Mayor 
Jack Whitlow. “We appreciate 
everything she has done for 

the city, both as mayor other 
civic organizations.”

She was an executive 
secretary and was also 
the supervisor of  the 
accounting department at 
Bauer Dredging. She was an 
executive secretary at First 
State Bank and Gary Aircraft. 
Browning won the distinction 
of  Mother of  the Year from 
the Texas Governor Ann 
Richards.

Browning was also 
on the Calhoun County 
Senior Citizens Board of  
Directors, a lifetime member 
of  the Calhoun County Fair 
Association, a member of  the 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority for 44 
years, a Boy Scout den mother 
and served on the Board of  
Directors of  the Sunlight 
Girls Club.  She recently 
resigned from the City 
Planning Commission last 
month when her Alzheimer’s 

Disease began to worsen.
She met husband B.B. 

Browning, and they married 
in 1964 and enjoyed 55 years 
of  marriage. 

“She was a wonderful 
friend and such a role model 
for young people in her 
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Sizzlin’ Iguana Fest

Port Lavaca Fire Chief Joe Reyes downs some water to try and 
fight the jalapeños fire during the 2019 Iguana Fest Jalapeño 
Eating Contest Saturday. Reyes placed third in the event, putting 
two jalapeños to bed. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Eddie Tyler held on after an early start, which got the burn going 
faster to win the 2019 Iguana Fest Jalapeño Eating Contest. Tyler 
managed to eat three of the big jalapeños and kept them down 
to claim the title. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Twelve green, glossy 
jalapeños close to an inch 
long lay in Styrofoam boxes 
awaiting the three women 
and two men who entered 
Saturday’s 2019 Iguana Fest 
Jalapeño Eating Contest to see 
who could scarf  them down in 
60 seconds.

The order was given to lift 
the lids, and … a bite was taken 
a bit too early by Eddie Tyler.

“You can’t chew it,” he was 
told by organizers so he held 
the hot bite – agony showing on 
his face - until the start signal 
was given a few seconds later.

The contestants tried to 
keep eating with heat building 
as the jalapeños started to take 
their toll.

When time was called, 
Tyler and Tyotl Naik were tied 
at three jalapeños eaten apiece. 
However, they still had to get 
them down and keep them 
down. 

It was hard, hot work that 
caused Naik to call it quits to 
give the title to Tyler – when he 
had his finished.

See IGUANA Page A10

One of Texas’s Top 10 Most Wanted 
sex offenders captured in Port Lavaca 

Browning leaves lasting legacy

Tiney Browning, left, shares a hug with her husband, B.B. 
Browning. Friends and family honored Tiney with a celebration 
at the Bauer Community Center Sunday in honor of her 90th 
birthday. (Wave file photo)

See BROWNING Page A9

April proclaimed Child Abuse and Prevention Month

From left, Maria Walton, the executive director of the Harbor, with Calhoun County Judge, Richard 
Meyer, proclaims to the citizens and children of Calhoun County that April is Child Abuse and 
Prevention month Saturday at Bayfront Peninsula Park. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo) 

See HARBOR Page A9

STAFF REPORT

In March of  1992, 52 year old 
Pete Jerry Luna of  Corsicana, 
was convicted in Navarro County 
Texas, of  Aggravated Sexual 
Assault of  a Child involving 
an 8 year old girl. Luna was 
subsequently sentenced to 10 
years in prison.

  In 2002, Luna was 
discharged from prison and 
required to register as a sex 
offender for life. In March 
of  2018, the Navarro County 
Sheriff’s Office issued a warrant 
for Luna’s arrest charging him 
with a new count of  Continuous 
Sexual Abuse of  a Child (Under 
14). The Corsicana TX, Police 
Department also issued a new 
arrest warrant for Luna in 
October of  2018, charging him 
with Failure to Comply with 
Sex Offender Registration 
Requirements.

  On December 12, 2018, the 
Texas Department of  Public 
Safety (DPS) placed Luna on 
their Texas Top 10 Most Wanted 
Sex Offenders due to the severity 
of  his charges.

  In December of  2018, 
the Texas DPS requested the 
assistance of  the U.S. Marshal-led 

Joint East Texas Fugitive Task 
Force (JETF) in locating and 
apprehending Luna. During the 
course of  the investigation, Task 
Force Investigators gathered 
information that Luna was 
possibly in the Port Lavaca/
Victoria Texas area. The JETF 
reached out to the Victoria 
Division of  the U.S. Marshal-led 
Gulf  Coast Violent Offender and 
Fugitive Task Force (GCVOFTF) 
and let investigators know of  
Luna’s possible location. Gulf  
Coast Task Force Investigators 
began surveillance of  several 
locations in hopes of  spotting 
Luna. On April 4, Task Force 
Investigators observed a male 
matching the description of  
Luna, enter a vehicle and leave 

PETE JERRY LUNA

Relay for 
Life slated 
for April 27
By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Calhoun County Relay 
for Life 2019 will be held from 
5 p.m. to midnight Saturday, 
April 27, at the Calhoun 
County Fairgrounds. The 
event is being held on Saturday 
in hopes of  getting more 
community involvement and 
support for the cause. 

“We want to encourage 
more people to attend and get 
it back to how it was in the 
beginning because it’s for a 
great cause but we need more 
support from the community,” 
said Relay Logistics Chair 
committee member Marissa 
Almanzar. “This is third year 
we are having Relay for Life on 
a Saturday to get more of  our 

See RELAY Page A2

See LUNA Page A8

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sandcrabs come up short, 
while Calhoun County Little 
League kicks off. Page B1

“Therefore, since Christ 
has suffered in the flesh, 
arm yourselves also with 
the same purpose, because 
he who has suffered in the 
flesh has ceased from sin, 
so as to live the rest of the 
time in the flesh no longer 
for the lusts of men, but for 
the will of God.”
1 PETER 4:1-2

IDA MAE (TINEY) BROWNING

Miss/Mr. 
Calhoun County

Applications are available 
for the 2019 Mister and Miss 
Calhoun County Pageant 
scheduled for April 27, at 
Port Lavaca Main Street 
Theatre.  Title categories 
are for ages three through 
twelfth grades for girls and 
three through first grades for 
boys. There will also be two 
STAR Ambassadors named. 
The deadline to enter is April 
10. For more information, 
contact Erin Smith at 361-
920-3746 or erin82482@gmail.
com or Melissa Roberts at 
361-212-6982 or melisroberts@
outlook.com.

Catholic daughters meet
Our Lady of  the Gulf  #2267 

of  the Catholic Daughters 
of  the Americas will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
11, at St. Jude Hall. A Rosary 
will be recited at 6 p.m. prior 
to the meeting, which will 
be a shower for the Gabriel 
Project. Gail Hill will speak 
about the current project 
of  a maternity home in 
the Crossroads Area. a 
light supper will be served. 
Members are asked to bring 
a baby gift to the meeting. 
New members and guests 
are welcome. For more 
information, call nancy 
Thomas at 361-212-5838.

Kids fish event
The CCA Port Lavaca 

2019 Kids Fish Event will 
be held from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon, Saturday, April 13, at 
Bayfront Peninsula Park. 
Check-in begins at 7:30 a.m. 
Lunch is at 11 a.m. followed 
by awards at noon. Bait will 
be provided. Space is limited 
to the first 200 children 
accompanied by an adult. 
Register at ccaportlavaca@
yahoo.com. Forms are 
available at CCA Port Lavaca 
Facebook page.


