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Convenient but….
That was the reaction for 

most elected officials toward 
teleconferencing meetings and 
conducting business during 
the shelter-in-place order to 
prevent the spread of  COVID-19.

And most missed the 
person-to-person interaction 
that has been absent in April.

“It’s different, but it is 
convenient,” said Calhoun 
County Commissioner David 
Hall. “I am looking forward to 
the courthouse getting back to 
normal.”

Hall noted that it is a great 
tool, which has enabled the 
county to conduct business 
while adhering to the order.

“I am glad we are able to 
do this for the public, so they 
are aware of  what their local 
government is doing,” he said.

As a solution to a 
problem, Point Comfort City 
Administrator Robby Silva 
said it was an adjustment, and 
a resolution on how to conduct 
a closed session meeting is 
needed.

“We’re preparing to move 
forward,” he said, noting that 
some on the council were 
not as tech-savvy as other 
members, and there had been 
some hiccups. “It’s a matter of  
finding the right platform that 
fits our needs and allows us to 

get our work done.”
On the other hand, Point 

Comfort Councilmember 
George Hernandez would have 
preferred to spread out in the 
city’s Community Center. 

“I prefer upfront,” he said. 
I don’t like having it on the 
phone. You really can’t discuss 
things.”

Issues have been a part of  
the equation, but most felt the 
problems had been handled 
well.

“It’s a good solution for 
what we are going through,” 
said Point Comfort Mayor Leslie 
Machicek.  “It’s still a learning 
curve. We prefer the person to 
person, but it’s worked okay. It 
has its benefits.”

Bantering and talking 
with one another before the 
meetings had to take a backseat 
to the new technology.

“It’s really good to know 
that we can still go on without 
being together,” said Calhoun 
County Commissioner Clyde 
Syma. “ We don’t talk as much, 
but I look forward to getting 
back together.  It would be hard 
to do this all the time because 
person to person really does 
make a difference.”

Commissioner Vern Lyssy 
noted it would take some 
getting used to. “I miss the old 
way, being in the court with 
people there. I’m okay with 
doing it this way. It’s a sacrifice 
we have to make, but I’m ready 

to go back.”
“We don’t get to sit and 

visit before court and talk 
about what we have going on,” 
said Commissioner Gary Reese. 
“I miss that – coming to the 
court a little early and talking 
and joking a bit.”

This time around, the 
IT departments are getting 
the praise for how well 
teleconferencing has gone 
for the various councils and 
commissions.

“Our IT department has 
done a wonderful job of  setting 
this up and getting it to function 
well,” said Reese.

Calhoun Port Authority 
Commissioner Luis De La 

Garza noted that the virus has 
exposed weaknesses in using 
the tools that haven’t been used 
before.

De La Garza said the April 8 
meeting of  the port board went 
well. “But, everybody needs 
to work together to help each 
other become more computer 
literate. I had to educate myself  
on using the video.”

But again, the feeling of  
being together is what most 
officials missed.

“It’s been very convenient, 
but I think everybody misses 
the live commissioners’ court 
meetings,” said Calhoun 
County Judge Richard Meyer. 
“You have more interaction.”

SOCIAL MEDIA

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Nearly everyone has 
been impacted by the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19), but 
emergency medical services 
(EMS) across the nation and in 
Calhoun County have been on 
the frontlines and face-to-face 
with the pandemic.

COVID-19 has been a 
never-ending cycle of  learning 
new knowledge, especially at 
the early stages, as experts 
and health officials grow in 
their understanding of  the 
virus.

CCEMS Director Dustin 
Jenkins said his department 
was going through the same 
thing, and it took EMS across 
the country a while to figure 
out the most appropriate 
response.

“At first, it was a 
balancing act between keeping 
our guys protected and not 
wasting personal protective 
equipment (PPE).  Now we 
take precautions on every 
call, with a simple mask on 
everyone involved, which 
drastically reduces the chance 
of  infection,” Jenkins said.

When a patient calls 9-1-1 
and needs medical assistance, 

EMS is the first to respond. 
In responding to a call, in 
particular a COVID-19 related 
call, paramedics will wear the 
appropriate PPE to hopefully 
ensure the safety of  not only 
the medics and their families, 
but also the patient.

There is a worldwide 
shortage of  PPE, and Jenkins 
said one of  the toughest 
things at the beginning of  the 
pandemic was when to have 
paramedics wear PPE due to 
the possibility of  there being a 
shortage.

“If  we had an unlimited 
supply of  PPE, we would have, 
from the beginning, made 
everyone wear full COVID-19 
PPE precautions on every 
single call, from the start.  But 
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Gov. Abbott’s 
Executive 
‘Stay-At-Home’ 
Order to Expire 
April 30

9 Formosa employees test positive, 107 tested for COVID-19

Calhoun County Sheriff Bobbie Vickery is all smiles during a 
teleconference county meeting. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

STAFF REPORT

Nine Formosa Plastics 
employees from the same unit 
have tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19).

According to Formosa’s 
Director of  Communications 
Steve Marwitz, as of  April 24, 
107 Formosa employees have 
been tested.

“We are working with local 
testing facilities to test anyone 
that was in contact with those 
individuals.  After completing 
the necessary contact tracing 
and ensuring completion of  
applicable “test-trace-isolate” 
steps (which are repeated 
for any positive result), we 
plan to continue testing our 
site employees since the tests 
are now readily available,” 
Marwitz explained in an email.

Formosa continues to 
follow guidelines from both 

the CDC and Governor Greg 
Abbott’s Office.

“As those guidelines 
change, we adjust our practices.  
We have made adjustments 
to our benefits to further 
encourage our employees to 
inform our medical team of  
their symptoms and encourage 
them to stay home when they 
are sick,” Marwitz said.

Formosa is managing 
its production to meet the 
requirements and needs of  its 
customers to fulfill its duties as 
a CISA manufacturer, Marwitz 
said.

“The EG2 construction is 
still temporarily suspended,” 
Marwitz stated.

Formosa’s medical team is 
managing each case through a 
strict protocol before allowing 
an employee to return to work, 
according to Marwitz.

Since February, 369 

Formosa employees have been 
quarantined, but 313 have 
returned to work.

Formosa has been 
offering temporary extended 
and enhanced benefits to its 
employees since the end of  
March, prior to any employees 
being diagnosed with the virus. 

“Supporting our 
employees and ensuring a 
stable and reliable supply of  
material to our customers 
remains a priority, as this 
pandemic has not yet shown 
any signs of  abating. We must 
remain flexible and adapt to 
this dynamic crisis,” Executive 
Vice President Ken Mounger 
sent to employees in a memo 
on March 30. “In support 
of  our team, I am pleased 
to announce, at this time, a 
number of  temporary extended 
and enhanced benefits related 
to compensation and leave.”

Summary of Expanded and 
Enhanced Benefits

1) Formosa will be 
expanding Employee 
Compensation under the 
following circumstances:

- Employees subject to 
quarantine recommendations 
on orders from a health 
authority, or healthcare 
provider, or company medical 
staff;

- Employees caring for an 
immediate family member who 
is subject to such quarantine or 
recommendation.

- Employees experiencing 
symptoms of  COVID-19 and 
seeking a medical diagnosis, 
who are quarantined while 
waiting for results.

2) Formosa will include 
in the Illness and Personal 
Absence Policy the following:

- Include the use of  sick 

days for the care of  others in 
the immediate family.

- Closure of  a school/
childcare for an employee’s 
child because of  a public 
official’s

order relating to a public 
health emergency.

3) Formosa will provide the 
following additional benefits:

- All Formosa Employees, 
who have been positively 
diagnosed with COVID-19, will 
receive a $1,000.00 gift card to 
assist with medical-related 
costs and supplies.

- All Formosa Employees, 
who have an immediate family 
member who is positively 
diagnosed with COVID-19, will 
receive a $500.00 gift card.

4) Formosa is offering 
employees no-cost 
Telemedicine (Virtual Care) 
and COVID-19 testing related 
care.

EMS Takes Pandemic Head On

Calhoun County EMS crew members Rachel Rings, left and Joe Robert Perez practice using an isolation 
chamber made out of PVC pipe and plastic, that fits over the stretcher to help keep the patient’s germs 
contained during transport, which lessens the risk of transmission. (Contributed photo)

Local Government Entities Use Technology to Hold Meetings

See EMS Page A4A4

Local officials 
continue 
to stay 
transparent

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Local health and 
government officials 
continue to battle the novel 
coronavirus, COVID-19, in 
Calhoun County. 

During a weekly live 
video update presented by The 
Port Lavaca Wave, Calhoun 
County Independent School 
District Superintendent Larry 
Nichols, Memorial Medical 
Center’s Chief  Nursing Officer 
Erin Clevenger, Calhoun 
County Judge Richard Meyer, 
and Port Lavaca Mayor Jack 
Whitlow addressed concerns 
of  the community.

CCISD Superintendent 
Larry Nichols reminded 
viewers that there are several 
more weeks of  remote 
learning for students within 
the district. As far as end-of-
the-year programs, he said the 
CCISD staff  is working on an 
award ceremony, a Facebook 
live scholarship program, 
and a survey for graduation 
preferences that will abide 
by government guidelines. 
He also added graduation 
ceremonies might have to be 
postponed.

“The football stadium 
lights will be on from 8 to 9 
every night as a tribute to the 
seniors, lights on for the Class 
of  2020.”

Nichols said teachers are 
also working some virtual 
field trips for the last week 
of  school. He added that it’s 
more than likely that some 
type of  bridge program will be 
available during the summer.

Erin Clevenger thanked 
the community for practicing 
social distancing and other 
safety measures by saying 
that overall, the community 
has done a good job. She 
advised, as of  Friday, April, 
24, there were 24 COVID-19 
cases in Calhoun County; six 
active, 16 recovered, and two 
deaths.

She said numbers are 
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GOV. ABBOTT PRESS OFFICE
Press Release

AUSTIN - Governor Greg 
Abbott today announced the 
first phase of  the State of  
Texas’ ongoing plan to safely 
and strategically open Texas 
while minimizing the spread 
of  COVID-19. Under Phase I, 
certain services and activities 
are allowed to open with limited 
occupancy, and the Texas 
Department of  State Health 
Services (DSHS) is issuing 
minimum standard health 
protocols for all businesses 
and individuals to follow. The 
Governor also outlined special 
guidance for Texans over 65 
and detailed a comprehensive 
mitigation plan for nursing 
homes in Texas. The Governor 
also announced a statewide 
testing and tracing program 
developed by DSHS that will 
help public health officials 
quickly identify and test Texans 
who contract COVID-19 and 
mitigate further spread of  the 
virus.  

The Governor’s 
announcement is accompanied 
by Texans Helping Texans: 
The Governor’s Report to 
Open Texas. This detailed 
report, available on the 
strike force website, helps 
Texans understand phase 
one by outlining the new 
protocols, guidance, and 
recommendations. The report 
also includes a series of  Open 
Texas Checklists that outline 
DSHS’ minimum standard 
health protocols for all Texans. 

“This strategic approach 
to opening the state of  Texas 
prioritizes the health and 
safety of  our communities 
and follows the guidelines laid 
out by our team of medical 
experts,” said Governor Abbott. 
“Now more than ever, Texans 
must remain committed to 
safe distancing practices that 

Mourners 
adapt to 
pandemic 
restrictions
By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Family members and 
friends clad in black are seated 
six feet apart, unable to comfort 
each other as they bid farewell 
to a loved one. Empty chairs 
normally filled with mourners 
are staggered throughout the 
viewing area, as funeral homes 
are enforcing strict social 
distancing guidelines due to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic.

Jamie Kinsfather, 
Richardson-Colonial Funeral 
Home location manager, said 
the funeral home is conducting 
services as if there are 100 people 
in attendance.

“There are options we can do 
for families to make the space feel 
more occupied. We are still here 
to celebrate this person’s life. 
Just because there is a pandemic 

See STATE Page A10A10

See FUNERAL Page A4A4

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 30 Confirmed Cases

n 15 Recovered

n 12 Active

n 3 Deaths


