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By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

The city of Port Lavaca was 
hit with an aggressive computer 
virus last week, and the battle 
continues one week later.

Shortly after 5 pm, Monday, 
Feb. 3, the city was hacked and 
taken over by the virus, and 
according to James Dale, the 
City’s IT Contractor, “The agents 
generally strike after hours 
expecting no one to be working 
on the system. We were in the 
process of improving security 
for the city’s infrastructure and 
were able to stop the attack mid-
course.”

Mayor Jack Whitlow 
declared the city in a state of  
emergency Feb. 4 and extended 
the declaration one week on Feb. 
10.

According to a press release, 
the individuals that attacked the 
city were able to do significant 
damage to disable the city’s 
computer system.

“The attack brought down 
our billing system. Our online 
and auto payment systems are 
out of service, and we have gone 
back to our older collection 
process. We will need to rebuild 
portions of our database in 
order to get the system back to 
full operational status,” City 
Manager Bill DiLibero said.

As of Feb. 10, the city has 
transferred its email system 
to Google Services, which has 
a higher protection level for 
viruses, according to DiLibero.

The city has made progress 
in rebuilding itself back to 
normal operating status, but 
there is not a timetable on when 
that will be.

DiLibero announced, 
during the city council meeting 
Feb. 10, the city has a network 
in operation and a computer in 
each department on the network, 
along with the main printer and 
copier, which has a new hard 
drive in it.

In addition, DiLibero stated 
the city ordered a new server to 
be able to take secure files, check 
them for data, and put them on 
the new server.

“If they are clean and data 
is available, we will be able to 
get that online once the network 
is back in operation,” DiLibero 
said.

In case there is a future 
attack, the city is working on 
pricing to establish a cloud-based 
backup system.

“We reviewed the budget to 
see what funds were available 
in contingency, so that we will 
be able to support some of the 
expenses that we have,” DiLibero 
said.

Midway through the 
meeting, the council retired 
into closed session to discuss 
retaining a legal team to help 
with legal issues, data, and 
analysis around the attack.

The city approved to retain 
a law firm and authorized an 
amount up to $10,000 from the 
emergency contingency funds 
to be allocated to the services 
required that the city’s insurance 
does not cover.

Secondly, the Council 
authorized $45,000 from the 
contingency funds to be allocated 
towards the purchases of services 
and hardware related to the IT 
network and infrastructure.

Whitlow stated there are 
other ongoing investigations 
that are considered confidential 
until the forensics and state 
investigations are done.

The city has worked with 
State and Federal agencies to 
address this attack. DiLibero 
stated the city is working with 
companies associated with 
our Municipal League Insurer 
to assist in the recovery of  
encrypted data and cleaning 
individual workstations.

The city is not alone in 
facing these attacks. Both 
Jackson County and the city of  
Ingleside have recently faced 
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The City of  Port Lavaca is excited to 
announce that the HUD CDBG Program has 
awarded the city a $5.1 million Hurricane 
Harvey Disaster Recovery Infrastructure 
Grant. 

The funds will be used to construct various 
street and drainage improvements in District 
1 of  the City, as depicted on the map attached 
in the comments. The completed project will 
provide street improvements to facilitate 
proper stormwater conveyance, provide 
continual street access during rain events, and 
reduce the chance of  future flooding in the 
area. 

Fire Chief  Joe Reyes and Mayor Jack 
Whitlow provided crucial eye-witness accounts 
of  the significant street flooding in this area 
during Hurricane Harvey, which helped the 
city to qualify for these grant funds. 

It is anticipated that engineering will begin 
within the next few months.

CHS graduate Adrian Chavana will spend the spring semester as an intern for Walt Disney World as part of The Disney College Program. 
Chavana will earn college credit for the experience. (Contributed photo)

MMC CEO 
takes on CFO 
role, EMS 
prices increase

City continues 
to battle 
cyber attack 

Local interns at Disney World

“Indeed, all who desire to live 
godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted. But evil men and 
impostors will proceed from 
bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. You, however, 
continue in the things you have 
learned and become convinced 
of, knowing from whom you have 
learned them, and that from 
childhood you have known the 
sacred writings which are able 
to give you the wisdom that leads 
to salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.”

2 Timothy 3:12-15

“All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them.”

-WALT DISNEY

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Walt Disney World is 
where Adrian Chavana’s 
dreams will come true this 
spring. The Calhoun High 
School graduate was chosen 

to be a part of  The Disney 
College Program, a four to 
seven month paid internship 
with the Walt Disney 
Company, at Walt Disney 
World.

“My family, along with 
myself, has always been huge 

Disney fans from the first 
time we vacationed at Disney 
World. It’s honestly such a 
magical place,” said Chavana. 
“I heard about the College 
Program and wanted to learn 
more about it. It’s such a cool 
unique way to work with the 

company.”
Chavana applied for 

the fall 2019 program but, 
unfortunately, did not get 
accepted. He did not let that 
discourage him and tried 

See DISNEY Page A8A8

‘Twin Towers’ headed to Harding University
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun High School 
hosted National Signing 
Day last Wednesday for four 
athletes that are signing to 
play at the collegiate level.

One of  the big moments 
during signing day was Seniors 
Caleb Harrington and Heath 
Henke both signing to play 
football for Harding University 
together. 

Harrington and Henke 
were the anchors of  the 
Calhoun Sandcrabs Offensive 
Line, and their friendship 
extends off  the field.

Harrington said his and 
Henke’s friendship began 
when he moved back from San 
Antonio, and he was the first 
friend he made on the field. 

“We looked the same and 
were about the same height 
at the time,” Harrington said. 
“We always like mess with 
each other all the time, so 
over the years, we had a close 
bond.”

Henke said this year they 

got closer when he moved 
to the offensive line and 
started doing a lot more stuff  
together. He added he’ll go 
over Harrington’s house, and 
they’ll be working mornings 
and afternoons.

Harrington and Henke are 
nicknamed the Twin Towers, 
and Harrington said the name 
came from his mom. 

“I would say that at school 
and the like, people just sort 
of  catching on because it’s 
like the twin towers at the 
end of  each side of  the line,” 
Harrington said. 

Harrington and Henke 
talked about playing together 
on the same team at Harding 
University and knowing they’ll 
be playing together once again.

“Words can’t really 
describe that feeling,” 
Harrington said. “It’s going to 
be amazing going to another 
college with someone that I 
know.”

Henke said about playing 
together with Harrington From left, Caleb Harrington and Heath Henke with Head Coach 

Richard Whitaker at signing day on Feb. 5. The two signed with 
Harding University to play football. (Contributed photo) See FOOTBALL Page A7A7

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

An increase in prices for 
Calhoun County EMS was 
approved by the Calhoun 
County Commissioners Court 
during its meeting Monday, 
Feb. 10.

The meeting was held 
Monday due to a conflict 
in the regularly-scheduled 
Wednesday time slot.

EMS Director Dustin 
Jenkins told commissioners 
that their billing company 
had suggested a 10 percent 
increase to keep up with the 
cost of  medical devices and 
supplies but that a 7 percent 
increase would be sufficient.

Jenkins also asked the 
court about the possibility of  
allowing EMS to charge a base 
fee, then itemize other items in 
addition to the base fee.

“Texas is moving toward 
that type of  billing,” he said. 
For example, he explained that 
on one run, they might start 
an IV and only give one or 
two drugs, while on the next, 
they could use five bags of  
saline and several drugs, and 
both would be billed the same 
amount. “There’s no way to 
recoup or be reimbursed for 
that,” he said.

Commissioner Vern Lyssy 
made the motion to approve 
the 7 percent increase and 
itemized billing, which was 
seconded by Commission 
David Hall and approved 
unanimously.

In other business, the 
court:

-- Approved a contract 
with KSBR-LLC for grant 
writing services related to 
the Community Development 
Block Grant-Disaster Relief

-- Approved a contract 
with G&W Engineering for 
engineering services related to 
the CDBG-DR grant

-- Named LaDonna 
Thigpen as Civil Rights officer 
for a CDBG-DR contract as 
well as naming her Section 3 
coordinator for the grant

-- Approved a Business 
Associate Agreement with 
CHANGE Healthcare for 
the addition of  the Charity 
Determination Module t the 
contract for the Charity Care 
Program

-- Accepted reports from 
Floodplain Administration 
and the Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s Office

-- Approved three budget 

See COUNTY Page A3A3

City awarded $5 million infrastructure grant for District 1

From left, City Manager Bill DiLibero, Mayor Jack Whitlow, Councilman District 1 Jerry Smith, 
and Fire Chief Joe Reyes reviewing the executed grant documents. (Contributed photo)
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