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Stitching it together

OLG leader moves to classroom

See LENT, Page A11

During the dinner Bud Rinasz manned the grill, flipping flapjacks on top of the 
griddles provided by the Lions Club, while hungry guests await their next stack. 
(CJ Vetter/Wave photo)
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Port Lavaca’s Mark Dieringer looks to make a call at the 2022 Intermediate Little League 
World Series. Dieringer has been a fixture at local youth sports games during his 30-plus 
years of umpiring. (Contributed photo)

Pastime
By JT STRASNER
jtstrasner@plwave.com

As the weather warms and locals head to the 
ball fields to support their favorite youth baseball 
or softball player, a masked man prepares for his 
role.

No, not the Lone Ranger.
It’s local umpire Mark Mark Dieringer, who 

is has been umpiring games from youth sports, 
to high school, to semi-pro in South Texas and 
beyond for around three decades.

In fact, Dieringer traveled to California last 
summer during the Little League World Series 
and umpired several games at the Intermediate 
age group level.  

Dieringer’s brother-in-law, former lawman 
and long-time local youth sports advocate Mark 

Daigle, said the family is extremely proud of  his 
achievements.

“It is one heck of  an accomplishment and an 
honor to be selected to call at the Little League 
World Series,” Daigle said. “Very few baseball 
umpires get the opportunity to call at this level.”

In fact, it was Daigle who helped get Dieringer 
started in umpiring, back when Daigle’s kids 
were playing youth ball.

“They said ‘do you want to volunteer or get 
paid?’ I said, ‘hell, I’ll volunteer, that way they 
can’t yell at me as much.’ That didn’t end up 
being true,” Dieringer said with a laugh.

Dieringer grew up in Victoria and played 
youth sports all the way into high school, when 
he stopped playing in order to get a job “and 

Port Lavaca’s Dieringer umpires
games at LL World Series

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

The Bauer Center was turned into a 
fabric fan’s dream last week, as over 100 
different quilts in a variety of  shapes, 
styles, and sizes were on display.

It was part of  a quilt show, drawing 
people from across Texas and beyond to 
the event.

As the third biennial event hosted 
by the Calhoun County Quilt Guild, this 
year’s event marks its successful return 
after being postponed due to COVID. With 
187 entries, this was also the largest show 
to date.

“We have an awesome group of  
ladies here in Calhoun County, and I’m 
constantly impressed by the quality from 
both our own group and beyond,” Quilt 

show Chairwoman Pat Forbes said.
With the theme of  “Quilting Across 

Texas,” the quilts on display featured a 
dizzying level of  variety. 

One featured was a quilt sewn from 
the signature purple bags of  Crown Royal 
whiskey, while another was a tribute to 
the different Santa Clauses from around 
the world. 

Another was a quilt made from 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

After guiding Our Lady of  
the Gulf  Catholic School for 19 
years, Principal Theresa Dent 
is looking for a new challenge.

And she is finding that 
in the science classroom as a 
teacher at OLG. In addition to 
the science classes, Dent will 
instruct the band and keep the 
bells ringing.

Dent led the school through 
its first accreditation process 
and has gotten it through 
two more. The school was 
accredited through the Texas 
Education Agency but is 
now accredited through the 
Texas Catholic Conference of  
Education Department.

Preparing for an OSHA 
audit was difficult, but it could 
not compare to preparing for 
accreditation, said Dent.

“It was much more grueling 
to do one of  those,” she said. 
“I’ve chaired them at other 
schools and had three done 
here, and the last was extremely 
positive. It went really well.”

This is why she feels it is a 
good time to step aside and let 
someone else come in with a 
vision to carry them to the next 
level.

“When I got here, we were 
playing on the asphalt; we 
didn’t have a gym; the wing out 
there was open to the public; 
anybody could walk up off  
the street and go to one of  our 
classroom doors. You think it’s 
horrible now, but that’s how 
it was back then. Even the 
entrance to the school didn’t go 
through the office, and teachers 
dismissed at the end of  the day 
from like eight different doors,” 
she said. “We’re happy as far 
as safety and security of  this 
campus, and Sheriff  Bobbie 
(Vickery) said, ‘you know you 
have the most secure campus. 
You are small and all locked 
in. You know each kid by sight 
and the parents by sight and by 
name. This is the safest place.’ 
And it doesn’t hurt that they 
are right next door.”

HOW IT STARTED
Dent was the music teacher 

when the school first opened 

its doors. It was preparing 
for its first accreditation. She 
said she wanted to teach when 
she retired from her job as an 
engineer. It came sooner than 
she expected, though.

“I had finished working at 
Carbide and had done OSHA 
audits, environmental this and 
that, and had been a corporate 
consultant, so I said I would 
be glad to help with that 
accreditation process because 
that’s what I used to do. It was 
part of  what my job was,” she 
said.

It was halfway through 
that process when the sisters 
informed Dent that they were 
being called back and that a 
new principal would be needed.

“So I said I will help the next 
principal continue, and she said 
why don’t you be principal, and 
I said I’m not qualified. I am an 
engineer, not an educator,” she 
said.

However, that didn’t fly with 
Father Dan, and Dent ended up 
going back to school to obtain a 
master’s degree in educational 
leadership, all while having an 
accreditation going on.

“That was fun. It was one 
of  those really busy years,” she 
said.

To obtain that degree, Dent 
said she was up and studying 
before waking her children to 
get them ready for school. 

She had traveled a great 
deal as part of  her job, but 

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

For some practicing 
Christians, the Lenten season 
is a time of  reflection and 
faith. But the day before Ash 
Wednesday, Shrove Tuesday, 
acted as a day of  reunion, 
celebration, and feasting for the 
community of  Port Lavaca and 
beyond.

Held at Grace Episcopal 
Church, with cooking provided 
by the Port Lavaca Lions Club, 
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Dinner offered piles of  fluffy 
flapjacks, sausage, coffee, and 
tea to hungry disciples of  all 
denominations while also 
raising money for Christian 
youth camps.

“It seems like everything we 
did went well,” Stephanie Park, 
a vestry member for Grace, said. 

Of  those that arrived, many 
were from Our Lady of  the Gulf  
Catholic Church, with Father 
Tommy Chen even playing 
piano. Others, such as Port 
Lavaca City Council Member 

Episcopal church
feeds locals in

Lenten tradition

Quilt Guild holds event in Port Lavaca


