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Multiple agencies respond to fire

INSIDE

Top Stories of 2022
Ports, new pier, homicide, among newsmaking events

See TOP STORIES, Page A8

Blaze claims 
woman’s life

Law officials have a discussion at 
the scene of a Calhoun County 
homicide in April of 2022. 
(Wave file photo)

Volunteer Bill Carlberg holds one of the 16 turtles rescued along the Mid-Coast during a 2022 cold 
front. Turtles are susceptible to cold, and rescuers look for the ones that are cold-stunned to bring 
them in for warming. (Wave file photo)
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Police tape seals off the scene of a fatal fire in Seadrift, giving them room to investigate the area. A woman 
died in the blaze on Dec. 30. (CJ Vetter/Wave photo)

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

A residence in Seadrift caught fire 
Friday morning, claiming the life of  
one woman.

First responders were alerted to the 
emergency at approximately 6 a.m., on 
Davis Road.

The Port Lavaca Fire Department, 
Seadrift Volunteer Fire Department, 
Port O’Connor Volunteer Fire 
Department, and Point Comfort 
Volunteer Fire Department responded 
alongside Calhoun County EMS. 
Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) 
Sergeant James Tolar was one of  the 
responders at the scene.

“This morning, the sheriff’s office 
responded to a structure fire with a 
female still inside, and unfortunately, 
she passed away,” Tolar said.

Firefighters were able to contain the 
blaze quickly upon arrival, preventing 
it from spreading from the initial 
structure. However, the source of  the 
fire is still unknown. 

In addition, an investigation of  the 
fire has now been opened in partnership 
with the state’s fire marshal office to 
determine the cause.

“It’s still such an early ongoing 
investigation. We just don’t have any 
information outside of  that to release 
at this point,” Tolar said.

Compiled by Wave Staff

An ongoing effort to widen and deepen the 
Matagorda Ship Channel was put on hold when 
the U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers Assistant 
Secretary for the Army withdrew approval of  
the project due to a miscalculation of  dredge 
material and preparation of  a new supplemental 
environmental impact statement.

This was the second delay to the project. In 
September, the solicitation of  bids was delayed to 
allow the Corps and Waterkeepers to resolve any 
issues.

In December, when the project was put on 
hold, Calhoun Port Director Charles Hausmann 
said, “We are going to work and hopefully get 
this overturned in the near future. We have 
tremendous support from the federal, state, 
county, and city who are working to draw up 
letters of  support to give to Congress to get this 
overturned.”

The Corps Assistant Secretary for the 
Army withdrew approval for the widening and 
deepening of  the ship channel in a letter dated 
Dec. 5 and included in the filing made Tuesday, 
Dec. 13, in U.S. District Court in Washington, 
D.C., as part of  a lawsuit filed by the San Antonio 
Bay Estuarine Waterkeepers against Assistant 
Secretary Michael L. Connor and the U.S. Army 
Corps of  Engineers.

In a letter, Connor stated, “In 2019, the 
U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers completed 
an environmental impact statement for the 
Matagorda Ship Channel Improvement Project. 
The Record of  Decision was signed on April 22, 
2020. During the pre-construction, engineering, 
and design phase, the USACE reported a 
discrepancy between its PED calculations 
concerning the quantity of  material to be 
dredged from the Matagorda Ship Channel and 
the quantity of  such material that was evaluated 
in the EIS.”

Connor’s second point in the letter stated, 
“due to the discrepancy in dredged material 
quantities, the USACE has determined it will 
prepare a supplement to the EIS.”

If  the decision stays in place, it will not be 
until 2026 when the port can get reauthorization 
in the Water Resources Development Act.

THE LAWSUIT
The suit was filed Wednesday, May 25, against 

the Corps and Connor.
According to the filing, the construction 

and operation of  the project threaten the 
Waterkeepers’ “environmental and economic 
well-being by increasing pollution in Matagorda 
Bay and surrounding waterways, destroying 
habitats necessary for species important to 
the Waterkeepers members’ livelihoods, and 
facilitating the development of  a crude oil 
transportation terminal that will threaten 
the economic and environmental health of  
Matagorda Bay and the Gulf  region more 
broadly.”

April homicide
The year 2022 was a pretty good year 

concerning crime, with one exception: a fatal 
shooting on April 9.

Bond was set at $850,000 for Blake Michael 
Downs, 23, in connection with the shooting death 
of  Coewin Boerm, 19, that happened around 9 
a.m. April 9 on Hollomon Road.

Calhoun County Sheriff’s Investigator James 
Tolar said Downs was charged with first-degree 
murder, but the investigation is still ongoing.

The arrest came after law enforcement was 
called to the home at 89 Hollomon Road in regards 
to a shooting involving two men.

Tolar said the weapon was a 9mm handgun.
A district judge denied a bond reduction 

request for Blake Michael Downs on April 26, 
2022.

District Court Judge Jack W. Marr issued his 
ruling on April 26, which was filed on April 27 
with the Calhoun County District Clerk’s Office.

Downs posted bond on Wednesday, April 27.
The ruling came after a hearing Tuesday, 

April 26, in District Court when defense counsel 
Jerry Clark filed a Writ of  Habeas Corpus, asking 
for a reduction in bond from $850,000 down to 
$100,000. Several people testified on Downs’ 
behalf  at the hearing.

Pier reopens
The newly constructed Lighthouse Beach 

fishing pier was officially re-opened on Jan. 6, 
2022, during a ribbon-cutting ceremony. The 
ceremony also marked the completion of  all 
Hurricane Harvey-related repairs in Port Lavaca, 
which was destroyed when the hurricane blew 
through in 2017.

“I was dismayed after looking at it as the cost 


