
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
ISD begins a new school 
year but under different 
circumstances.

The 2020-21 school year 
began with several students 
returning to school on set 
dates for orientation in face-
to-face instruction, while 
some chose E-Learning 
Academy.

The last time students had 
a chance to see their teachers 
was in March, and teachers, 
staff, and the principal at 
CCISD have anticipated their 
students’ return.

“We have been 
anticipating this moment 
since last March, and 
everyone is super excited 
about having students back in 
the building.” HJM Principal 
Tiffany O’Donnell said.

Port O’Connor 
Elementary Principal Kelly 
Wehmeyer said she and her 
staff  were “excited” to have 
the students back to school.

 “We have really missed 
interacting with the children 
in person, and it was great 
getting to have them back in 
class, even if  just for one day,” 
Wehmeyer said.

O’Donnell and Wehmeyer 
talked about the challenges 
that their schools face under 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

O’Donnell and HJM had 
to “completely” rebuild their 
master schedule for “the 
safety” of  their “students and 
staff.”

“Although it has been a 
challenge, it is worth every 
ounce of  sweat put into it in 
order to have students and 
staff  back,” O’Donnell said.

One of  the challenges that 
POC is “social distancing,” 

Wehmeyer said.
“Classroom size and 

keeping desks six feet apart, 
adjusting lunch times to allow 
the students to sit six feet 
apart, using our auditorium 
for some grade levels to eat 

lunch,” Wehmeyer said. 
“Teaching the students to stay 
six feet apart when walking in 
line, not being able to interact 
with each other in class, and 
not being able to work in small 
groups are just a few of  the 

social distancing challenges 
we are facing.”

Masks weren’t a problem 
during the first day of  school. 
Students came to their 
respective campuses with 
masks on when entering.

“During our orientation 
week, the kids did a great 
job wearing their masks,” 
Wehmeyer said. “We had some 
problems with the younger 
kids playing with their mask 
or the mask falling down 
below their nose, but other 
than that, it really was much 
better than we anticipated.”

O’Donnell and Wehmeyer 
talked about their preparation 
for reopening their campuses.

O’Donnell said, 
“flexibility is absolutely 
necessary” for her school, 
and she added as they start 
the new school year, her 
“faculty has done an amazing 
job making adjustments in 
order to meet the latest safety 
recommendations.”

One of  the biggest lessons 
learned prepping for POC’s 
new school year is to be 
flexible, Wehmeyer said.

“Things change on a daily 
basis, and the district has 
kept us informed,” Wehmeyer 
said. “The teachers have been 
working tirelessly to prepare 
their classrooms to ensure 
our students will have a safe 
learning environment when 
they return to campus.”

Port O’Connor 
Elementary has been 
preparing for the first three 
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Looking at 
2020 tax 
changes

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – A strong 
push to get the jetty deficiency 
report released is being made, it 
was reported to the Calhoun Port 
Authority board last Wednesday.

Port Director Charles 
Hausmann said he had been in 
discussions with the U.S. Corps of  
Engineers and the port’s lobbyist 
to do all that could be done to 
speed the process of releasing 
the report in the hope of getting 
it placed into the Federal Water 
Resources Development bill.

“Everything is done, but the 
Corps has not released it,” said 
Hausmann. “They are holding on 
to it and haven’t released it yet. 
We’re in the process of getting 
our representative to write a 
letter to the general to push this 
and get the report released.”

“We are in the bills for the 
widening and deepening of the 
port on the House side and the 
Senate side,” said Hausmann, 
noting he had seen the draft of  
the bills. It is still waiting for U.S. 
Senate approval before being sent 
to the reconciliation committee 
between the U.S. House of  
Representatives and the Senate.”

“We need to get the 
deficiency report released so we 
can try to get our language into 
WRDA through committee,” said 
Hausmann. “We’re pushing hard 
on this, but we’re not quite there 
but over the next couple of weeks 
hope to get our language into 
WRDA.”

In other business the board:
- Took no action on the 

bylaws to give the board time to 
study the changes

- Approved returning the 
remaining balance from the 
attorney reimbursement fund 
to Lloyds Energy. Hausmann 
said about $500 of the upfront 
requested $25,000 for legal fees 
was spent.

- Approved an option to lease 
approximately 50 acres on the 
Southern Peninsula

- Approved a right of first 
refusal agreement for the lease 
of 1,100 acres of the port’s Alamo 
Beach tract

- Authorized negotiation with 
True Internet Service for a 25 foot 
by 25-foot tract for the installation 
of a monopole to which Internet 
devices can be mounted

- Approved advertising for 
bids for the NH3 Tank Farm Road 
and Site Repair project

- Approved bills and transfer 
of funds

- Approved board member 
committee meetings for the 
personnel committee
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Students go back to school

Seadrift Instructional Aid Jessica Woolridge, left, and Seadrift Consular Dana Durham take Pre-K 
student Zailyn Rasmussen to get her temperature checked on the first day back at school Friday, 
August 14. (Jared Van Epps/ Wave Photos) See FIRST DAY Page A2A2

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 562 Total Cases

n 475 Confirmed

n 519 Recovered

n 39 Active

n 80 Pending

n 7 Probable

n 4 Deaths

Port 
pushes to 
receive 
jetty report

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The words have changed, 
but the intent remains the 
same for the 2020 state tax law 
as cities, counties and other 
taxing entities prepare their 
fiscal year 2020-2021 budgets 
and set tax rates.

The Texas Legislature 
passed Senate Bill 2, known as 
the Texas Property Tax Reform 
and Transparency Act, in 
2019, and it went into effect in 
January.

Chief  among the changes 
is a cap of  3.5 percent for the 
maintenance and operations 
budget before getting into 
the voter-approval tax rate, 
formerly known as the rollback 
rate.

As well, terminology most 
are familiar with has been 
changed:

* No-new-revenue tax 
rate and no-new-revenue 
maintenance and operations 
tax rate, formerly known as the 
effective tax rate and effective 
maintenance and operations 
tax rate, is the rate that allows 
an entity to garner about the 
same amount of  revenue as the 
previous year.

“As property values 
increase, the no-new-revenue 
rate will go down, and as 
property values decrease, the 
rate will go up,” explained 
Jesse Hubbell, chief  appraiser 
for the Calhoun County 
Appraisal District in response 
to email questions.

* Voter-approval tax rate, 
previously referred to as the 
rollback rate, is the tax rate 
increase that triggers an 
election to roll the rate back to 
the effective rate.

“(The election) used to be 
optional, but now it is not,” 

See TAX Page A2A2

Sandies off to a hot start, take down defending state champ
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandies 
kicked off  the fall sports 
season with a bang getting a 
stunning win over top-ranked 
Industrial at home Tuesday, 
August 11.

The Sandies defeated 
the defending 3A champion 
Cobras in three out of  four 
sets, winning two of  four sets 
by more than two points.

Calhoun’s Head 
Volleyball Coach Jenna Buzek 
enters her second year with 
the Sandies, and she talked 
about her team going toe-to-
toe with her old team.

“It was a good feeling, 
but I always say it’s what on 
our side that matters, and 
our girls played awesome 
tonight,” Buzek said. “It 
doesn’t matter who’s on the 
other side, as long as we play 
our game then we’ll take care 
of  business.”

The Sandies kept their 
composure and chemistry 
together against the Cobras, 
especially being down, 1-7, in 
Set Four.

Buzek said for her team 

to be so young, they are a 
“fun group” and work well 
together.

“They talked and 
communicated, and we still 
had little errors, but that 
comes with the first game,” 
Buzek said. “But overall, it 
was fun to watch them play.”

One of  the biggest 
highlights of  the game was 
the Set Four comeback. The 
Sandies faced a 6-point deficit 
early in the set but fought to a 
15-14 lead late in the set.

An ace by Junior Setter/
Right Hitter Rosie Orta and 
an ace and a kill by Senior 
Middle Blocker Jacy Hroch 
helped ice the game.

Orta and Hroch talked 
about their performances 
and beating a defending state 
champion at home.

“It was a great win 
because they had won state 
champs, so it was a real feel-
good win because we feel like 
we accomplished something 
big that we haven’t done 
before,” Orta said. 

Orta talked about her ace 
that sealed the game for the 

Sandies Senior Middle Blocker Jacy Hroch in action against 
Industrial Tuesday, August 11. Hroch recorded 22 kills in the win 
against the Cobras. (Photo by Kellie Whitaker) See SANDIES Page A10A10

CCISD proposes lower tax rate
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun County ISD 
School board held a special 
meeting Monday, August 17, 
at the CCISD administrative 
building in the boardroom.

In the first part of  the 
meeting, the board held a 
workshop discussing the 2020-
21 Budget and Tax Rate.

The proposed budget will 
show a decrease in the Tax 
Rate for 2020-21 as it did last 
year.

The tax rate will decrease 

from 1.19350 to 1.16490, which 
is a three-cent reduction in the 
proposed budget.

Interest and Sinking Fund 
tax revenue decreased the 
most going from 0.22350 last 
year to 0.19850 for the proposed 
budget, and maintenance and 
operations will have a slight 
decrease going from 0.97 to 
0.96640.

The school board 
approved to set the date to 
make a final decision on the 
proposed budget and rate for 
its Monday, August 31, regular 
meeting.

In other news, the board 
recognized Lina Moore for 
her leadership on the board 
over the last five years as she 
announced she’ll be stepping 
down.

Bill Harvey, the school 
board president, said that 
having Moore on the board 
was a game-changer.

Moore served CCISD 
for 30 years, and she said it’s 
been an honor to return to the 
district to serve “these last 
five years.”

“When I finally got 
around to typing my letter 

to Mr. Nichols today, you 
know, 25 years working here 
[at CCISD], graduating a 
Sandcrab,” Moore said. “And 
being able to finish off  like 
this, 30 years of  service to the 
kids and parents of  CCISD. It’s 
been certainly an honor and 
pleasure.”

Moore added that she’s 
leaving the board in very good 
hands, and “it’s been a joy to 
watch the last five years.”

According to 
Superintendent Larry Nichols, 
Moore is still on the board 

See CCISD Page A2A2


