
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs face 
their toughest test this Friday 
against the Corpus Christi Miller 
Buccaneers at home.

Last season, the Buccaneers 
won District 15 in 5A Division I, 
with a 10-0 record. This game will 
be the second time this season the 
Sandcrabs have faced a defending 
district champion.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 
preparing his team for a big 
district match this Friday.

Whitaker said Miller 
presents a lot of problems for his 
team because of how athletic they 
are and the number of weapons 
they have on offense.

“Offensively, I think this is 
the biggest challenge that our 
defense has the entire season,” 
Whitaker said. “Defensively, they 
are very athletic, and they have 
a couple of big kids. Inside their 
linebackers are very athletic.”

Whitaker compared Miller’s 
defense to La Vega and Stafford, 
how they were fast and athletic, 
and he added the reason Calhoun 
played those teams early was for 
this game.

“This is a very athletic 
defense. We’re gonna have 

to move quickly on offense,” 
Whitaker said, “and we gonna 
have to get our nose in the right 
spot.”

The most important thing 
for the Sandcrabs offense this 
week is taking care of the football, 
Whitaker said.

“If we don’t make first 
downs and keep their offense on 
the sideline, we’ll not have a lot of  
success against this team because 

they present a lot of problems to 
us,” Whitaker said.

Whitaker talked about how 
this game will affect how the team 
ranks in the district standings, 
and he said his team knows how 
big this game is.

“We talked about it all 
year long. They understand,” 
Whitaker said. “Right now, we and 
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By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs (6-1 
[2-0]) improved to 2-0 in district 
play with their 42-13 win over 
the Tuloso-Midway Warriors last 
Friday.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 
the tough match against the 

Warriors, and he compared it to 
last year’s game.

“Tuloso-Midway was a 
tough matchup for us. They 
were a tough matchup last year,” 
Whitaker said. “Their size is a 
tough matchup for us…they have 
a lot of big kids.”

The Sandcrab Defense 
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U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers signs off 
on deficiency report

No ordinary livestock show

Live!    Live! Live!Sandcrabs Football Catch The Wave’s Livestream 
of Sandcrabs football on our 
Port Lavaca Wave             page

Hayden Ezzell, 10, walking with his steer to get it weighed last Wednesday morning 
at the Calhoun County Livestock Show. Ezzell was named Reserve Champion in the  
Exotic Lightweight Steer competition. (Jared Van Epps/Wave Photos)

Massive District Matchup Taking care of business
SPORTS SPORTS

Native Serves aboard USS Ronald Reagan 
during Expeditionary Strike Force Operations 
SPECIAL TO THE WAVE

PHILIPPINE SEA (NNS) – 
Port Lavaca, Texas native and 
Calhoun High School graduate 
Jaime Martinez is serving aboard 
USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) 
during Expeditionary Strike 
Force operations, Sept. 25-28.

The Ronald Reagan Carrier 
Strike Group and the USS 
America (LHA 6) Expeditionary 
Strike Group are conducting 
integrated operations in the 
Pacific Ocean. These operations 
highlight the interoperability and 
proficiency between the Navy 
and Marine Corps team, both air 
and surface assets, in support of a 
free and open Indo-Pacific.

Airman Jaime Martinez, 
an aviation ordnanceman, loads 

and unloads missiles and handles 
other explosives for EA-18G 
Growlers assigned to Electronic 

See NAVY Page A2A2

AIRMAN JAIME MARTINEZ

Double or nothing is not always best

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

“Play and do everything 
else except break more arms.” 
That is what six-year-old Adelyn 
Matula’s current goal in life is. 
When the youngster fell off  the 
monkey bars and broke her left 

See MATULA Page A2A2

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Calhoun Port 
Authority received notice, 
Thursday, Oct. 15, that the U.S. 
Army Corps of  Engineers has 
signed off  on the deficiency 
report for the Matagorda Ship 
Channel jetties.

Calhoun Port Director 
Charles Hausmann said the 
next step is to make sure 
funding language makes it into 
the current Water Resources 
Development Act.

“We’ll be working with the 
same four we’ve been working 
with to get the language into the 
bill,” he said.

Helping Port officials 
in the effort were U.S. Rep. 
Michael Cloud, U.S. Sens. John 
Cornyn and Ted Cruz, as well 
as U.S. Rep. Randy Weber, who 
represents the 14th District 
and is a member of  the U.S. 
House’s Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee.

Hausmann said the 
current language calls for a 
75/25 funding split between 
the federal government and 
the Port, but “we’re shooting 
for the government to fund it 
100 percent since it’s a design 
deficiency,” he said.

See JETTIES Page A2A2

Record 
number of 
voters for first 
week of early 
voting

See 2-0 Page A7A7

Sandcrabs Head Coach Richard Whitaker back at practice 
with his team on Monday as Calhoun prepares for a big district 
matchup against Corpus Christi Miller. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
Photo)

See DISTRICT Page A8A8

Aaron Zapata makes a key block for Min Htway during the Beeville 
game. The Sandcrabs moved to 2-0 in district in their 42-13 win 
over the Tuloso-Midway Warriors this past Friday. (Photo by Kellie 
Whitaker)

Six-year-old Adelyn Matula is 
all smiles as she poses for a 
photo with her brother Cayson 
and teacher Macileigh Burris. 
The HJM Elementary School 
first grade student suffered 
two falls and broke both of her 
arms. (Contributed photo)

A goat in his pen prior to being shown in front the the judge for the Market Goat 
competition of the Livestock Show. (Jared Van Epps/Wave Photos)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

And the ballots keep 
rolling in to reach an all-time 
high for the first week of  
expanded early voting.

Voters cast 2,168 ballots in 
person at the Calhoun County 
Courthouse at the first-time 
drive-through voting site at the 
Bauer Community Center.

Elections Administrator 
Mary Orta compared the 
turnout to the 2016 election, 
where voters cast 7,077 ballots.

Both sites were busy 
during the first week, said 
Orta, noting she expects it to 
stay busy. 

Early voting continues this 
week and next week. An extra 
week of  early voting was added 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The last two weeks of  early 
voting will be at the Calhoun 
County Courthouse. Hours are 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Additionally, voters 
can come out on Saturday, Oct. 
24, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to vote.

Residents can request a 

See VOTING Page A10A10


