
By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

The city of  Port Lavaca 
can now focus on upgrading 
Bayfront Peninsula Park 
after being awarded $200,000 
through a grant from Texas 
Parks and Wildlife.

In 2018, City Manager 
Bill DiLibero submitted an 
application to TPW for its 
National Recreational Trail 
funds. The $200,000 grant will 
be used to create a walking/
biking trail at the peninsula.

The city has allocated 
$500,000 of  its own funds to the 
project so, with the additional 
$200,000, DiLibero is hopeful to 
get everything done that they 
want.

The proposed plan has a 
mile-long loop spanning the 
entire park. The loop will have 
modern solar lighting along 
the trail, so people can utilize 
it day or night. 

In addition to the trail, the 
plans create a more organized 

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Texas Parks and Wildlife 
released a press release last 
Monday announcing Free 
Fishing Day Saturday, June 1.

According to the press 
release the TPW offers free 
fishing on the first Saturday 
of  June to kick off  fishing 
and boat week and it added 
on this day fishers can fish on 
any public waterbody in the 
state for free without a fishing 
license.

One man from Victoria 
took the opportunity to fish for 
free at Lighthouse Beach last 
Saturday with his family. 

Roger Jeffery, 68, of  
Victoria, said he has never 
fished in the ocean before, and 
he added “it’s great” that TPW 
has a free fishing day.

“I wish they had it for 
seniors like over 65 that you 
can fish for free without a 
license,” Jeffery said.

Jeffery has been fishing 
for 55 years, and he said the 
one thing that he likes about 

fishing is the anticipation and 
wait for the big one.

Jeffery didn’t come 
alone Saturday morning, his 

daughter, son-in-law and two 
grandchildren came with him 
to go fishing.

For more information 

about free fishing day, and 
to plan for next year, please 
go to www.tpwd.texas.gov/
newsmedia/releases/.
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By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Just over $11 million comes 
into Calhoun County during 
to Veterans Administration 
spending on local veterans.

Veteran’s Services Officer 
for Calhoun County Ron 
Langford addressed the Calhoun 
County Commissioners’ court 
during its May 29 meeting.

Langford broke down the 
VA’s $11,525,000 spending in 
the following ways: $7,396,000 
in compensation, $3,792,000 for 
medical benefits, $272,000 for 
education and rehabilitation 
and $65,000 for insurance and 
indemnities that are paid out.

“This is for veterans only. 
It does not include widows, 
widowers, spouses or any 
surviving family of any kind,” 
he said, noting that it is money 
that is spent in Calhoun County 
for shopping, car repairs or 
new vehicles, food and other 
necessities.

The number of veterans in 
Calhoun County has dropped 
by 35 to the current population 
of 1,326 veterans, said Langford, 
who is an accredited with the 
Texas Veterans Commission.

The decrease was due in part 
to Hurricane Harvey, veterans 
who have left the county and 
deaths.

The money flowing into the 
county to assist veterans is what 

By ED STERLING
CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

AUSTIN — While the 
Memorial Day holiday was 
observed across Texas, 
lawmakers stayed busy at the 
state Capitol, voting on key 
bills in the final three days of  
the 86th Texas Legislature’s 
140-day regular session.

Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick and House 
Speaker Dennis Bonnen did 
what they jointly set out to do 
at the beginning of  the session 
in January. They exercised 
their leadership skills well 
enough for the Senate and 
House to pass property tax 
reform (Senate Bill 2) and 
school finance reform (House 
Bill 3), and to pass a state 
budget for fiscal years 2020-
2021 (House Bill 1).

The Legislature is 
constitutionally mandated 
to pass a state budget every 
two years. HB 1, the state 
budget written by House 
Appropriations Committee 
Chair John Zerwas, 
R-Richmond, and sponsored 
by Senate Finance Committee 
Chair Jane Nelson, R-Flower 
Mound, contains $250.6 
billion in spending. The 
two-year budget is subject 
to certification by the state 
comptroller. The governor has 
until June 16 to sign or veto 
any bill or veto any line item 
within HB 1.

SB 2, titled the “Texas 
Property Tax Reform and 
Transparency Act of  2019,” 
amends the property tax 
appraisal and rate-setting 
processes. Lt. Gov. Patrick 
called it the first property tax 
reform in 40 years. “It will 
provide an average of  $200 in 
property tax relief  this year 
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City awarded $200,000 grant

Construction has begun on parts of the Bayfront Peninsula Park project. The city was recently 
awarded a grant that will go towards a walking/biking trail at the park. (Ross Stapp/Wave photo)

Economic development initiative underway

Locals take advantage of Free Fishing Day

Roger Jeffery, 68, of Victoria, casting out his fishing line on a nice sunny day at Lighthouse beach, 
while taking part of the Free Fishing Day Saturday. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo) 

San Antonio Bay Partnership speaks to Lavaca Bay Foundation

Raymond Butler and Janet Weaver, of the Lavaca Bay Foundation, 
showing off their environmental friendly reusable bags at last 
Thursday’s LBF meeting. (Jared Van Epps/Wave photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Lavaca Bay 
Foundation (LBF) invited 
James Dodson, of  the San 
Antonio Bay Partnership, as 
one their latest guest speakers 
last Thursday.

Dodson presented how 
the partnership began in 2010, 
and how the LBF can use it as 
a blueprint to expand in the 
future. 

“I want to use it as a 
reference point, and we 
choose one path and other 
organization are either more 
formal or less formal in their 
organization,” Dodson said.

Dodson said some 
organizations have worked 
with governmental funds and 
some went with the donation 
or volunteer approach. 

Both organizations 
have the same goal, to keep 
both San Antonio Bay and 
Lavaca Bay clean and healthy. 
Dodson said that both bodies 
of  water are unique.

“There are some unique 
features of  each of  these 
systems, they are also 
interconnected,” Dodson said. 
“We can work to together 

on sharing ideas, sharing 
experiences and sharing 
expertise.” 

Raymond Butler, the 
secretary of  the foundation, 
said Dodson came to 
the meeting to help the 
foundation, and see how long 
it will take to organize the 
LBF initially and long-term.

“While we’re getting 
organized, we also want to 
be more educated on what is 
happening in the bay system,” 
Butler said. “So, we have some 
projects that can contribute to 
the health of  the bay system.”

The foundation received 
a $2,500 grant for an 
educational project, according 
to Butler. 

He said the project is 
underway and will educate 
the schools to talk about what 
is important in the bay and 
how it contributes to our lives.

“Talking this evening 
with James (Dodson) is to 
focus on educating young 
folks from elementary to high 
school about the importance 
of  the natural benefits of  a 
system,” Butler said.

Butler went into detail 
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VA spends 
over $11 
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local veterans
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Shrimpfest vendors
Seadrift’s annual 

Shrimpfest is looking for 
food and non-food vendors. 
The Shrimpfest is scheduled 
Friday, June 7, and Saturday, 
8. For more information and 
application forms, contact 
the Seadrift Chamber of 
Commerce website for or 
Mike Mueller at 361-676-2056.

Cemetery cleanup
Friends and family 

members are planning a clean 
up day at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
June 8, at Greenlawn Garden 
Cemetery. Please Bring 
drinking water and any 
helpful supplies.

Games day
Catholic Daughters Court 

#2267 of Our Lady of the Gulf 
Catholic Church will host its 
annual games party from 1-5 
p.m. Sunday, June 9, at St. 
Jude Hall. Participants are 
asked to bring favorite games 
and friends. Refreshments 
will be served. There will 
also be door prizes, a raffle 
and silent auction. For 
more information or table 
reservations, call Margaret at 
361-552-3233, Doris at 361-987-
2387 or Georgia at 361-552-
6844.
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Rusty Alan Clark

Charles “Chubby” 
Arthur McLester

Robert Timothy 
(Tim) Peters

Pauladene Adele 
Rigamonti Schoener

“And the tongue is a fire, 
the very world of iniquity; 
the tongue is set among 
our members as that which 
defiles the entire body, and 
sets on fire the course of 
our life, and is set on fire 
by hell. For every species of 
beasts and birds, of reptiles 
and creatures of the sea, is 
tamed and has been tamed 
by the human race. But no 
one can tame the tongue; it 
is a restless evil and full of 
deadly poison. With it we 
bless our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse men, 
who have been made in the 
likeness of God;”
JAMES 3:6-9
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