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Missing man’s
body found

PLFD battles fire for hours;
building owned by mayor destroyed

Multi-day search yields closure

(Top photo) Two members 
of the Port Lavaca Fire 
Department get an overview 
of the fire on Main Street. 
(Right) Police officers from 
the Port Lavaca Police 
Department begin to block 
off the road. Keeping 
civilians safe from fire and 
smoke while letting the fire 
department do their job was 
their objective on the scene.
(Left) Smoke billows out of 
a Main Street building as a 
Port Lavaca Fire Department 
truck illuminates the 
building through the smog. 
(CJ Vetter/Wave photos)

Super spellers advance

Main Street blaze claims life
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Corbin Guillen, JR Elementary School representative, spells a word in the first round of the District Spelling Bee Friday, 
Feb. 3, at Travis Middle School, while the other 22 contestants await their turn to spell. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Whitlow

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

PORT O’CONNOR – The 
Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office 
has confirmed that the body 
of  Hunter Hadley was found 
Saturday afternoon around 5 
p.m.

Hadley was located close to 
where the accident occurred, 
according to a Sheriff’s Office 
press release.

Game Wardens Jessica 
Pelzel and Elizabeth Guevara, 
along with Calhoun County 
Sheriff   Bobbie Vickery, 
arrived on the scene on the 
Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) 
for confirmation,” stated the 
release.

Hadley has been missing 
since the night of  Jan. 27 after 
his boat collided with a barge in 
the Intracoastal Waterway. 

“Hadley had been lost 
overboard in the collision, 
and after days of  searching 
by law enforcement agencies 
and volunteers, had not been 
located,” according to the 
release.

“The area had been 
searched since the beginning, 
utilizing the best equipment 
available with no progress, 
and the water temperature and 
heavy barge traffic may have 
contributed to the hindering of  

the location,” stated Vickery in 
the release. “This proves that 
sometimes the best equipment 
and technology cannot take 
the place of  a community, law 
enforcement professionals, and 
volunteers when they come 
together to help one another 
with perseverance.”

McCoy Wagner, who was 
a passenger in the boat, was 
rescued and is in serious 
condition in a San Antonio 
hospital.

Residents are encouraged to 
keep the family in their prayers 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Then there were two after 19 rounds of  
words at the District Spelling Bee Friday, 
Feb. 3, at Travis Middle School.

Travis claimed a sweep when co-
champions Shelby Wei and Lucas Lee 
were named the winners after 19 rounds 
of  correct spelling. 

Stella Nguyen of  Our Lady of  the Gulf  
Catholic Church is the alternate.

The advancing students will represent 
Calhoun County in the Regional Spelling 
Bee at 9 a.m. March 4 at the Region 
III Service Center, 1905 Leary Lane in 
Victoria.

Maggie Hernandez, assistant 
superintendent for curriculum and 
instruction, welcomed the students and 
the audience to the bee and explained the 
format.

The field had been winnowed to Wei, 
Lee, and Nguyen by the 14th round. 

The three spellers kept up the pace 
until the 19th round when Nguyen fell to 
the word osteopath.

Wei correctly spelled vengeance, and 
Lee got supremacy right to move to the 
regional bee.

Judges for the event were Amy Boone, 
Lisa Rambo, and Angela Tullos. Sherry 
Williams was the pronouncer.

“This was an awesome spelling bee,” 
said Hernandez.

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

A man died Feb. 2  from 
injuries suffered in a fire on 
Port Lavaca’s Main Street, 
which began at a property 
owned by the city’s mayor.

The fire started at 
approximately 5:40 p.m. at 123 
E. Main Street, the residence 
of  Port Lavaca Mayor Jack 
Whitlow. It was responded to 
initially by the Port Lavaca 
Fire Department and Port 
Lavaca Police Department 
before later being joined by 
the Point Comfort Volunteer 
Fire Department, the Seadrift 
Fire Department, and Calhoun 
County EMS alongside the 
Formosa Plastics ladder truck.

One fatality was confirmed 
and identified by Whitlow as 
30-year-old Brandon Woolf. 
Woolf, a paralyzed man, who 
was in the care of  Whitlow and 
died while trying to escape the 
fire. In addition, at least one dog 
was injured by the flames. The 
mayor was not home when the 
fire started.

The fire was contained by 
10 p.m. to the building of  its 

origin, but adjacent buildings 
received smoke and water 
damage while the fire was being 
contained. Currently, efforts 
are being made to raise money 
for Whitlow and other property 
owners via GoFundMe and 
PayPal, alongside other efforts.

An investigation into 
the cause of  the fire and 
other surrounding details 
is underway by the state 
fire marshal, with more 
information expected.

Hadley


