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By DANA HAYNES 
and JOSEPH GALLIVAN
Pamplin Media Group

An iconic downtown 
Portland building, destroyed 
in hours.

A shocking confession that 
goes to the heart of the dual 
epidemics of mental illness and 
addiction, which plagues so 
many American communities.

A dramatic and dangerous 
firefighting battle.

The old and long-abandoned 
Korean church at Southwest 
Clay Street and 10th Avenue 
in Portland is no more. Moving 
quickly after the three-alarm 
blaze on the blustery evening 
of Tuesday, Jan. 3, a city of 
Portland engineer determined 
that the 1905 church needed 
to be demolished. And quickly.

Just after noon, Friday, a 
couple of dozen onlookers 
waited, phones raised, as the 
demolition got underway. 
While two excavators braced 
the thin, brick wall on the north 
side of the former church, a 
machine with a large claw broke 
through the white wooden front 
and took out the stained-glass 
window area. The operator 
then nudged the steeple back 
and forth until it crashed into 
the center of the building, away 
from workers, onlookers and 
streetcar power lines. A few in 
the crowd whooped, and after 
10 more minutes of patient 
nudging, the excitement was 
over. 

Portland State University 
student TJ Ehlers had been 
waiting since 10 a.m. for the 

No one injured in 
three-alarm fire 
in downtown
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Work begins Friday, Jan. 6, to demolish the long-abandoned Portland Korean Church, which was destroyed by fire earlier this month.

Pamplin Media Group

Veteran Oregon newspaper publisher J. 
Brian Monihan has been named president of 
the Pamplin Media Group and publisher of 
the Portland Tribune. 

Monihan, who has been vice president of the 
media group for two decades, was promoted to 
fill the top position as current president Mark 
Garber shifts into a part-time 
role as vice chair and president 
emeritus of Pamplin Media.

“I appreciate the faith that 
Mark Garber and Dr. Robert 
B. Pamplin Jr. have in me to 
lead this company,” Monihan 
said. “We are fortunate to have 
an incredibly dedicated team of 
people who are committed to 
serving our communities with 
great local journalism.

“As Oregon’s largest source for community 
news, we will continue to work to grow our local 
news coverage. In the past few years, we’ve gone 
through a significant transformation as the media 
landscape continues to shift mightily,” he added.

“It’s also been heartening to see all the employ-
ees of Pamplin Media rally together to overcome 
some very challenging times,” Monihan said. “I 
have absolute faith in our journalists that we will 

J. Brian Monihan also named 
publisher of Portland Tribune

Pamplin Media 
Group names 
new president

By COURTNEY VAUGHN
Pamplin Media Group

Despite favorable design 
upgrades, environmental advo-
cates say the Oregon Department 
of Transportation’s plans to widen 
Interstate 5 in the Rose Quarter are 
inconsistent with the state’s own 

climate goals.
The proposed $1.4 billion Rose 

Quarter Improvement Project would 
widen shoulders and add auxiliary lanes 
to a stretch of I-5 in Portland’s Albina 
neighborhood. The latest project design 
also proposes to cover the freeway with 

Critics say 
plans to widen 

I-5 conflict 
with state’s 

climate goals

Climate advocates slam 
I-5 Rose Quarter project 
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Joan Petit (left) and Joshua Phillips attend a Jan. 3 community meeting to register opposition to the Rose Quarter Improvement 
Project. ODOT plans to add lanes to I-5 in Portland’s Albina neighborhood. 
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MONIHAN

KOREAN 
CHURCH, 
DEVASTATED 
BY BLAZE, 
THEN DEMOLISHED

Who is Your
Favorite?

NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE at

PamplinAmazingEducators.com


