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By COURTNEY VAUGHN

The Spotlight

A Columbia County 

Circuit Court judge is-

sued a written opinion 

Tuesday, July 3, finding 

Daniel A. Butts, the man 

accused of shooting and 

killing Rainier Police 

Chief Ralph Painter in 

2011, should stand trial.

Butts, who last ap-

peared in court in April, 

has been confined to the 

Oregon State Hospital 

where he receives treat-

ment for what state doc-

tors have classified as 

schizophrenic symptoms.

In February, a series of 

hearings were held to de-

termine the defendant’s 

ability to aid and assist in 

his own criminal defense.

Grove’s opinion letter 

Tuesday sided with state 

prosecutors who argued 

Butts has demonstrated 

significant improvement 

in his symptoms since his 

arrest.
“There is no seeming 

dispute that the defendant 

suffers from schizophre-

nia,” Grove stated. “His 

symptoms have greatly 

diminished as a result of 

his hospitalization and 

forced medication.”

Grove indicated Butts 

“can clearly identify the 

phases of the trial process 

and the parties to that 

process,” and “can clearly 

describe the events of the 

shooting and the days pre-

ceding it.”
Grove further ex-

pressed concern over 

Butts’ alleged statements 

to state hospital employ-

ees that he believes he 

will be found not guilty, 

but noted that Butts also 

acknowledged he could be 

convicted and face the 

death penalty. Oregon 

currently has a moratori-

um on executions. 

“Defendant has contin-

ued to hold to the belief 

that there is a 100% chance 

that a jury will accept the 

shooting was justified,” 

Grove stated. “A proposi-

tion that is completely un-

realistic. ... Defendant 

then admits that his belief 

is an attempt to be posi-

tive in light of the serious 

Despite evidence  

of schizophrenia, 

defendant has 

suf!ciently clear 

mind to proceed, 

judge rules

Judge rules Daniel Butts able to stand trial

See BUTTS/ Page A11

Daniel A. Butts 

(second from 

left) appears 

in a Columbia 

County 
courtroom 

alongside his 

attorneys, 

Dianna Gentry 

and Patrick 

Sweeney, 

during a 
hearing in 

February.
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By COURTNEY VAUGHN

The Spotlight

Complaints filed with the 

Oregon State Government 

Ethics Commission against 

Port of St. Helens Commis-

sioner Paulette Lichatowich 

have been dismissed by the 

state.
The ethics commission con-

f irmed the 

dismissal in 

letters to Li-

c h a t o w i c h 

and the filer 

of the com-

plaints, Brady 

Preheim.
Preheim, of 

St.  Helens, 

owns a com-

puter busi-

ness in Scappoose and has 

previously run for a port com-

missioner seat.

Lichatowich was elected to 

the board of commissioners 

for the Port of St. Helens in 

2015 and is currently cam-

paigning for a Columbia 

County commissioner seat.

In two separate complaints 

filed with the commission, 

Preheim alleged Lichatowich 

was abusing the port’s com-

pensation policy and using 

her elected position to gain fi-

nancial benefit. He pointed to 

monthly expense reports Li-

chatowich submitted, request-

ing stipend payments for her 

attendance at county social 

and fundraising events like 

the annual Black Tie and Blue 

Jeans dinner, which raises 

money for scholarships for 

Columbia County students 

and was sponsored in-part by 

the port. 
Lichatowich has also re-

quested compensation for her 

attendance at town hall meet-

ings held in the county by 

State ethics board  

opts not to investigate 

complaints against 

Paulette Lichatowich 

Complaints 
against port 
commision 
member 
dismissed

LICHATOWICH

SPOTLIGHT PHOTO: NICOLE THILL-PACHECO

Dozens of children take part in swimming lessons at Eisenschmidt Pool. The pool offers lessons for youth and adults throughout the summer.

By NICOLE THILL-PACHECO

The Spotlight

E
isenschmidt Pool is 

open year-round, 

but as kids settle in-

to summer vacation 

and temperatures rise, the 

pool is often teeming with 

children and adults. 

“The lifeguards have fun 

with the kids and they kind 

of get to know which kids 

are coming every day,” said 

Anne Scholz, who has been 

the pool’s manager for the 

past 12 years. “It turns into a 

big summer camp and we 

don’t mind it.”

During summer months 

the pool offers a variety of 

classes for children and 

adults to learn how to swim, 

including a week when class-

es are offered free of charge 

on a first-come, first-served 

basis. American Red Cross-

approved swimming courses 

are also available through-

out the summer, as are pri-

vate swimming lessons.

Emily Barnes, a lead life-

guard who has worked full-

time at Eisenschmidt for 13 

years, said the pool is also a 

great asset for older individ-

uals. While swimming les-

sons are one of the most 

well-known public activities, 

deep- and shallow-water 

aerobics classes are also 

regularly offered. Barnes ex-

plained that the low-impact 

workout classes are great 

for elderly patrons.

“It’s a chance to socialize 

[and] get that physical activ-

ity that they’re in need of,” 

she said.
The pool also offers daily 

open swim time, a wading 

pool, a twisted water slide 

and two rock climbing walls 

in the deep end. 

“It’s a great place for these 

kids to come. I always want 

to say that we have an open 

door,” Barnes added. “If we 

see a child that’s out and 

about and they don’t have 

STAY COOL  
AT THE POOL  
— AFFORDABLY

Eisenschmidt Pool expected to maintain  

rates despite anticipated water cost hikes
See POOL / Page A13

See PORT / Page A13
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By EMILY LINDSTRAND

Estacada News

Not many people can say 

they have enough siblings to 

form their own baseball team.

But members of the Cam-

panella clan can.

The longtime Estacada fam-

ily — led by parents turned 

grandparents turned great-

grandparents Leona and Fred 

— has nine siblings: John, 

Hank, Marie, Caron, Frank, 

Becky, Ben and Laurie. An-

other brother, Christopher, 

died at birth.

Growing up in town, the 

children would play baseball, 

among other activities, and 

there was never a shortage of 

players.
“If we wanted to play base-

ball, we had our own team,” 

Marie recalled.

Some years before that, 

Fred and Leona met at school 

in Estacada and were married 

in 1947. They remained there 

to raise their children, who ex-

perienced a balance of work 

and play.

“Mom would look for us, 

and if she couldn’t find us 

she’d whistle,” Marie said.

“She was the only mom that 

whistled,” Caron added, so 

they always knew the sound 

was meant for them.

Fred owned Campanella’s 

Market at River Mill and Eagle 

Creek roads, and the children 

often helped out at the store or 

assisted with chores at home.

“We had to tow the line. 

Mom was in charge (at the 

house),” Caron said.

Marie remembered that, 

“When Caron and I got old 

enough, we stood on a box and 

did the dishes.” Because there 

were so many members of the 

family, and in turn, so many 

plates and bowls, “we wanted 

to get the dishes done and put 

away.”

Clearing the table also be-

gan promptly after the meal 

was finished.

“It stays with me even to-

day. Mom’s not even done yet, 

and I’ll say, ‘Are you ready? 

Let’s clear the table,’” Marie 

said. “Dinner started with 

The Campanella family discusses growing up with many siblings

Strength in numbers — 

and a baseball team

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO: CAMPANELLA FAMILY

Members of the Campanella family are pictured in 1964.

ESTACADA NEWS PHOTO: EMILY LINDSTRAND

Leona Campanella (center) is pictured with two of her nine children, 

Marie Torgerson (left) and Caron Sparks (right). See FAMILY / Page 8

LOGGERS 
PUT 

THEIR 
SKILLS 
TO THE 

TEST
Timber Festival competitors 

race to cut through their log 

during the single buck saw 

competition at the annual 

event on Wednesday, July 4. 

For additional photos from 

the festival, see Page 3.
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By JOHN SCHRAG

Pamplin Media Group

The statistics are stagger-

ing.
According to one study, on 

an average school day, more 

than 750 U.S. high school stu-

dents will suffer concussions. 

A report published last fall by 

the Journal of American Medi-

cine found that one in five 

American teens reported hav-

ing suffered at least one con-

cussion and more than 5 per-

cent reported multiple concus-

sions.
Behind each of those inju-

ries is a story. For most stu-

dents, it’s a relatively tame 

tale: a headache, some rest, 

and then back to a normal 

routine. 
But for others, it’s a life-

changing event — not only for 

them, but their families. Trau-

matic brain injury, as the name 

implies, is a serious matter. 

A concussed brain — partic-

ularly one repeatedly rattled 

— can lead to short-term and 

permanent learning disabili-

ties, chronic headaches, mem-

ory loss, insomnia, depression 

and uncharacteristic behavior.

While much of the concus-

sion discussion centers on 

Thursday, April 19, 2018  •  portlandtribune.com  
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Rattled: Oregon’s 

Concussion Discussion is a 

joint project of 

InvestigateWest, Pamplin 

Media Group and the Agora 

Journalism Center, made 

possible in part by grants 

from Meyer Memorial Trust 

and the Center for 

Cooperative Media. 

Researcher Mark G. Harmon 

from the Portland State 

University Criminology & 

Criminal Justice Department 

provided statistical review 

and analysis. The New York-

based Solutions Journalism 

Network provided training in 

solutions-based techniques 

and support to participating 

journalists.

Components of this 

project, which will include 

video and audio ! les, 

charts and graphs, will 

be hosted online by 

both InvestigateWest 

(rattledinoregon.org) and 

the Portland Tribune 

(portlandtribune.com).

RATTLED
OREGON’S 

CONCUSSION  DISCUSSION

MAKING AN IMPACT
THE TIPPING POINT

By ZANE SPARLING

Pamplin Media Group

Sami Howard’s last con-

cussion, captured by a stu-

dent videographer, looks 

bad. But it’s the sound — 

something like a dropped 

bowling ball — that turned 

the crowd’s cheers into a 

low moan and then near-si-

lence.
The five-second video 

shows the 17-year-old in the 

No. 11 jersey wrestling for a 

basketball and then suddenly 

going down, her blond pony-

tail whipping around as the 

back of her head slams the 

hardwood court with a stom-

ach-churning thud.

“You can see me laying 

there, not moving,” says 

Howard, who grew up in 

Gresham and attended Co-

lumbia Christian’s high 

school in East Portland. “I’m 

going to have headaches for 

the rest of my life.”

The clip of Howard’s fourth 

concussion is undeniably dra-

matic. But her story of athlet-

ic injury, impaired academic 

performance and eventual re-

covery is not unusual.

In the coming weeks, Pam-

plin Media Group and Investi-

gateWest will take a hard 

look at traumatic brain inju-

ries among young Oregon 

athletes in an ongoing series: 

Rattled: Oregon’s Concussion 

Discussion.

Students like Howard will 

share their stories in the con-

text of a deep dive into the 

concussion data kept by pub-

lic schools in Oregon, a first-

of-its-kind analysis. (See 

“Making an Impact,” this 

page.)  

‘Sami Night’
Since Howard was the 

only senior on her school’s 

Series will conduct 

! rst-ever analysis

of high school 

concussions in Oregon

See INTRO / Page 2

A contested rebound.

A fall to the ground. 

And Sami Howard’s 

life changed forever.

See SAMI / Page 2

By NICK BUDNICK

The Tribune

The lawyer for Amanda 

Lamb, a Multnomah County 

racial disparities analyst 

fired for giving a public pre-

sentation of her work in Las 

Vegas, has threatened a law-

suit against Multnomah 

County and the state of Ore-

gon.
Lamb had spearheaded an in-

teractive data “dashboard” in-

tended for public use, one that 

melded data 

from prosecu-

tors, police, 

probation offi-

cers and the 

courts and was 

intended to put 

M u l t n o m a h 

County on the 

cutting edge of 

combating ra-

cial disparities 

that continue 

to fuel distrust and alienation 

among the public nationwide.

Nearly two months after her 

public presentation of the draft 

results, Lamb abruptly was 

placed on leave Dec. 6, then 

fired Dec. 8, prompting concern 

from activists and the public.

Lamb’s lawsuit threat links 

her firing to an effort to “stifle 

Amanda Lamb says 

! ring was move to

sti" e free speech

Racial-bias
analyst 
threatens
lawsuit

LAMB

By SHASTA KEARNS MOORE

The Tribune

The Portland Public 

Schools board experienced a 

bit of sticker shock last week. 

Board members had to wres-

tle with how to pay for the long-

awaited shift away from K-8 

schools to open two new middle 

schools, when it turned out the 

$28 million plan was $11.4 million 

short.
At a Tuesday, April 10, board 

meeting, a 6-1 majority decided 

to pay for the rest out of 2017 

bond funds.

The problem with that?

The 2017 bond itself already is 

$89 million short. That means 

the board just added to the defi-

cit to reopen Harriet Tubman as 

a middle school, reopen Rose 

City Park as a neighborhood 

school, and fix up Pioneer Spe-

cial School’s building, as well as 

some work at Roseway Heights. 

“Oh, baby,” co-Vice Chair Rita 

Moore said. “The lesson I am 

Some worry bond

won’t pay for what

was promised 

Middle
schools
worsen
de! cit

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP FILE PHOTOS

While much of the national concussion discussion has focused on football, research has shown that repeated minor impacts to the head, common in many sports, can cause as 

much damage as a dramatic blow.

Sami Howard’s 

high school 

hoops career 

and plans for 

playing college 

ball ended with 

her fourth 

concussion.

COURTESY PHOTO: 

KAREN HOWARD

See LAMB / Page 3
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By BRITTANY ALLEN

The Post

As the city grows, so do 

the fees to developers. 

The Sandy City Council ap-

proved an increase to system 

development charges (SDCs) 

for water and transportation at 

its July 2 meeting. 

The transportation SDC for a 

single-family dwelling rose by 

$265.20 accounting for a 7.8 per-

cent increase. Last July the 

cost was $214 and will rise to 

$230.70. The water SDC in-

creased by $201.70 or 6.6 per-

cent, from the $3,056 it was in 

September 2017 to $3,257.70. 

Developers to pay 

increased fees for  

transportation,

water services

Sandy
council
raises 
SDCs

By STEVE LAW

Pamplin Media Group

In another blow to Ore-

gon’s beleaguered recycling 

sector, the second-largest 

company processing elec-

tronic or “E-waste” here has 

shut down, after a forced liq-

uidation in bankruptcy 

court.
ECS Refining had been han-

dling 41 percent of the material 

collected under the Oregon E 

Cycles program, which is fi-

nanced by manufacturers of 

Oregon 
loses 
e-waste
recycler 

By BRITTANY ALLEN

The Post

L
inda Parker is not normally 

one who jumps at the chance 

to don a prom dress and exer-

cise her regal wave. However, 

her generosity surely is a quality be-

fitting a Sandy Mountain Festival 

queen. 
While many queens in the past have 

reveled in the pomp and circumstance 

of the Five Generation Court, 68-year-

old Parker plans to reign in true Nettie 

Connett-inspired style. She promises 

to refrain from bringing any rifles or 

dead cougars on her ride through the 

festival parade, but her carriage itself 

will be unique. Parker will ride in a 

1953 Ford pickup, escorted by her sons, 

rather than in the usual Corvette. 

“It’s got more meaning to me than a 

Corvette,” Parker explained. 

Parker grew up on the Cloud Cap 

Dairy Farm in Boring. As a child, going 

to Sandy was “going to town.” 

“The people” in the area have kept 

Parker in Boring. 

“They’re really nice, caring people,” 

she said. “It’s a great place to have 

kids, and you don’t have to look very 

far if you need help.”

Multiple members of Parker’s family 

have served on the court, including her 

mother-in-law, Joan Parker. 

“She was a stellar example of what a 

good citizen is,” Parker noted. 

Her love for the community is life-

long, but she didn’t really get involved 

with the festival until she was in her 

early 40s. 
For several years, Parker coordinat-

■ Queen Linda Parker prides herself as tough, no-! uff type of royal 

See WASTE / Page A10

See COUNCIL / Page A10

See QUEEN / Page A12

ROYAL ENCOUNTERS

Queen Linda Parker can be found serv-

ing her public this week at the following 

Sandy Mountain Festival events: 

Q�Pet Show at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 

July 11, behind the Olin Y. Bignall Aquatic 

Center, 39055 Pleasant St. 

Q�Bike Derby at 11 a.m. Thursday, July 

12, at the old Cedar Ridge Middle School 

track,17225 Smith Ave.

Q�Sandy Mountain Festival Parade at 7 

p.m. Thursday, July 12, Pioneer Boulevard. 

Q�Kids’ Parade at 11 a.m. Friday, July 13, 

starting at Sandy Grade School, 38955 

Pleasant St. 

By BRITTANY ALLEN

The Post

Sandy children delight! The 

Olin Y. Bignall Aquatic Center is 

back open for business. At noon 

Thursday, July 5, city staff led by 

Mayor Bill King hosted a ribbon 

cutting for the reopening and in-

vited the community to a five-

hour free swim. 

Though the diving board and slide 

were removed, the addition of a large 

inflatable obstacle course seemed to 

assuage the youngsters’ hard feel-

ings as they scrambled across the 

buoyant bounce house and jumped 

from the top into the water below. 

“The pool opening was a huge suc-

cess thanks to (Community Services 

Director Tanya Richardson) and the 

entire staff at the Community Cen-

ter,” City Manager Kim Yamashita 

told The Post. “She had a wonderful 

vision and made it happen.”

In! atables replace 

diving board, slide at 

Olin Y. Bignall center

Sandy community pool 

reopens with day of play

See POOL / Page A12

Taking the

Reigns
 S The Five Generations 

Court includes Queen 

Linda Parker, Princess 

Machel Heldstab, 

Princess Jenni Heller, 

Princess Fallon Marshall 

and Princess Ari Dreger. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Queen Linda Parker plans 

to ditch the traditional 

Corvette for the Sandy 

Mountain Festival parade 

and ride in down-home 

royal style in a 1953 Ford 

pickup. 

POST PHOTO: BRITTANY ALLEN 

POST PHOTO: BRITTANY ALLEN

Families swam free of charge July 5 after the reopening of the Olin Y. Bignall 

Aquatic Center
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Wellness and Pickles

Adventist joins baseball 

team for health fair

See Page A12

Youth baseball playo! s 

Reynolds Black reaches 

district ! nals

See SPORTS, Page B1
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W
hen the weather turns warm, many of us start think-

ing about that perfect beach book, something frothy 

and fun. But The Outlook found that local readers 

are all over the landscape with their reading choices 

and habits. 

Gresham resident Rebecca Schrantz, 26, is trolling the shelves of 

the Gresham Library for a good read. 

Schrantz is already 

well underway with 

“Salt: A World Histo-

ry” by Mark Kurlan-

sky. 
“It’s amazing. I high-

ly recommend it,” she 

says of the nonfiction chronicle of the 

common seasoning and how it changed 

world history.  

Schrantz has no particular reading 

routine, but says “I always like to have 

at least one book going.”

She favors fiction but says she’s “try-

ing to branch out” as with “Salt.” 

Lately she’s been “enjoying lots of 

biographies and autobiographies.” 

She’s recently read some David Sedaris 

and Augusten Burroughs’ “Running 

with Scissors: A Memoir.” 

A couple of aisles over in the Gresh-

am Library, 385 N.W. Miller Ave., Joi-

nell Friedstrom, 80, a voracious reader, 

is selecting her next adventure. 

She devours an average of four 

books per week. She loves mysteries, 

especially by foreign authors.

“The library doesn’t get enough of 

them,” she says. “But I want to say the 

Gresham Library is really important to me and the staff is always 

so helpful when I’m searching for something,” she adds. 
Local readers pick wide 

assortment of genres, 

titles and authors 
See READING / Page A10

Drivers will have to avoid Kane Drive later 

this month as permanent replacement of the 

Kelly Creek culvert will force a closure of the 

roadway. 

Beginning in mid-July Kane will be closed from 

Northeast 17th Street to Northeast 23rd Street. 

The closure will last for several weeks, with busi-

nesses and apartments remaining accessible. 

The culvert was damaged in December 2015 af-

ter a historic rainstorm washed out a 140-foot 

long section of Kane Drive. At the time, the city of 

Gresham made an emergency repair to reopen 

the route, but now a more permanent solution is 

needed.
For the project, the city is using funds from the 

Federal Highway Administration. To learn more 

about the repairs, and to receive email updates, 

visit https://GreshamOregon.gov/Kane-Drive or 

call 503-618-2525.  
— Christopher Keizur

Kane Drive 
closing soon
for repairs

OUTLOOK FILE PHOTO

Heavy rain and runoff in Kelly Creek in 2015 

undermined a culvert, leading to a collapse of a 140-

foot section of Kane Drive near Mt. Hood Community 

College. 

By STEVE LAW

Pamplin Media Group

In a major boost that could bring consider-

able federal resources this way, the U.S. Ar-

my Corps of Engineers on Thursday desig-

nated the Portland levee flood-control sys-

tem for a New Start Feasibility Study.

The federal agency will contribute $3 million 

over the next three years to study the 27-mile le-

vee system that protects the area from Columbia 

River flooding, said Colin Rowan, program man-

ager for Levee Ready Columbia.

The Army Corps study will result in recom-

mended projects to modernize the system, Row-

an said. Then the agency could petition Congress 

to fund some of the recommended improvements.

Feds come to 

rescue of levee 

system study

See LEVEE / Page A10

By PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP

The Outlook

Alison Braun was expecting to 

spend her third evening in a row 

watching an Avett Brothers con-

cert on Saturday, July 7, but the 

show was canceled because of an 

unconfirmed presence of a firearm 

in the audience. 

Braun had attended two prior 

Avett Brothers concerts at McMe-

namins Edgefield in Troutdale on 

Thursday, July 5, and Friday, July 6, 

at its outdoor venue on Southwest 

Halsey Street. Braun knew that from 

seeing those other shows that the 

band is punctual as they had started 

the two prior concerts exactly at 7 

p.m. 
So when 7:10 p.m. rolled around and 

the stage remained empty, Braun sus-

pected something wasn’t right. Other 

concert patrons may have guessed 

that the band was just a few minutes 

late, which is not uncommon for con-

certs. But at 8 p.m. the band still had 

yet to appear, and speculation about 

what had happened started to swirl 

through the crowd.

“It was very bizarre. Everyone was 

talking to each other and there were a 

lot of rumors and theories, but there 

was never a point where anyone felt 

unsafe,” Braun said. “It wasn’t like 

everyone needed to evacuate.”

A little after 8, announcements indi-

cated the show was postponed, then 

canceled. No specific explanation was 

given, Braun noted. She speculated a 

security issue was to blame, but didn’t 

Gun scare cancels Avett Brothers concert at Edgefield

The Avett 

Brothers 

performed on 

Thursday and 

Friday night at 

McMenamins 

Edgefield, but 

canceled a third 

night because of 

a security issue 

when a patron 

triggered a 

metal detector 

at the venue’s 
gate.  

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

See SCARE / Page A5
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English teacher 

Kaleb Hood 

stops by the 

Gresham Library 

to browse for 

some new reads. 

SCHRANTZ

SCHRANTZ

“It was a huge bummer, but it 

sounds like they made the 

right call.” 
— Concert-goer Alison Braun
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Newberg Music Center to host 

acclaimed Irish musician

John Carty to showcase traditional Irish tunes on ! ddle and banjo; 

daughter will join him on stage at Newberg Music Center

See Arts & Leisure, Page A10
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BY AARON CURRAN KNAPP

Newberg Graphic reporter

As the city works on over-

hauling Villa Road to widen it 

and make it safer for cars, bi-

cycles and pedestrians, some 

residents and local organiza-

tions are pushing back on the 

plan in order to save two large 

oak trees. 

With plans to substantially 

widen the road to include a 

left-turn lane, bike lanes and 

sidewalks, critics argue that 

the plan should be redesigned 

or scrapped entirely in order 

to preserve the oak trees just 

south of Park Lane that they 

estimate as being centuries 

old. 
In particular, Leonard 

Rydell — a local engineer and 

surveyor as well as president 

of the Yamhill Watershed  

Stewardship Fund — argued 

that the increasingly rare 

white oaks would make way 

for bike lanes that will go 

largely unused by local resi-

dents and children as the wid-

er road and turn lane makes 

drivers comfortable traveling 

at faster speeds.  

“I’m not against public safe-

ty. I would rather have bicycle 

pathways that are not next to 

the traffic lane and are (safer) 

for all ages to use,” he said. 

“And then we can save the oak 

trees and we can put a park 

bench under it and people can 

enjoy it.”
The plan in dispute is the 

second phase of a larger proj-

ect to improve safety and traf-

fic flow along Villa Road. 

Entering its second year of 

planned construction, the 

project is supposed to improve 

the roadway’s surface and 

alignment from Haworth Ave-

nue to Park Lane in order to 

make the road more efficient 

for cars and trucks and safer 

for bicyclists and pedestrians.  

“The incomplete sidewalk 

connections are unsafe as it 

forces pedestrians onto the 

roadway shoulders and bicy-

clists into the travel way with 

vehicles that are consistently 

going over the speed limit 

through substandard vertical 

and horizontal curves,” said 

City Engineer Kaaren Hof-

mann in an email. 

The planned improvements 

would create travel lanes, a 

turn lane, bike lanes, curbs 

and sidewalks — standard ad-

ditions the city is adding to its 

major thoroughfares — which 

would put the existing trees in 

the middle of the travel lane, 

Hofmann said. Even without 

the turn lane, she said adding 

the bike lanes and sidewalks 

would probably be detrimen-

tal to the health of the trees. 

Although critics have tied 

the improvements to the high-

density residential develop-

ment slated for that block 

along Villa Road — formerly 

Martell Commons and now 

known as Chehalem Pointe – 

city officials have said the im-

provements are actually driv-

en by growth in traffic. They 

noted that the developer has 

not yet submitted a design re-

view application for the site, 

which is expected in the com-

ing months and will include a 

new traffic study.

Drawing on his 45-year ca-

reer as engineer, surveyor and 

water rights examiner in Ore-

gon, Rydell said he is working 

on alternative plans to pro-

pose to the city. 

In the meantime, he provid-

ed several letters from local 

watershed and woodland pro-

tection groups urging the city 

to protect the oak trees, which 

Hofmann noted would “re-

quire a complete redesign of 

the project.”

Noting that Newberg does 

not have any regulations to 

protect old trees, she said 

these particular trees are al-

ready subject to pruning for 

the overhead utility lines and 

could be removed by the prop-

erty owner at any time. 

She said the city is in the 

bidding stage of the project 

and expected to forward bids 

to the City Council for approv-

al on July 17 with construction 

to start in August but no spe-

cific timeline on when the 

trees would be removed. 

City staff say plan would improve safety, critics call for plan that would save oaks

Plan to remove trees met with ire
tal to the health of the trees. 

Although critics have tied 

the improvements to the high-

density residential develop-

ment slated for that block 

along Villa Road — formerly 

Martell Commons and now 

known as Chehalem Pointe – 

city officials have said the im-

provements are actually driv-

en by growth in traffic. They 

noted that the developer has 

not yet submitted a design re-

view application for the site, 

which is expected in the com-

ing months and will include a 

new traffic study.

Drawing on his 45-year ca-

reer as engineer, surveyor and 

water rights examiner in Ore-

gon, Rydell said he is working 

on alternative plans to pro-

pose to the city. 

In the meantime, he provid-

ed several letters from local 

watershed and woodland pro-

tection groups urging the city 

to protect the oak trees, which 

Hofmann noted would “re-

quire a complete redesign of 

the project.”

Noting that Newberg does 

not have any regulations to 

protect old trees, she said 

these particular trees are al-

ready subject to pruning for 

the overhead utility lines and 

could be removed by the prop-
GRAPHIC PHOTO: GARY ALLEN

As the city prepares to make a series of new road improvements on Villa Road that would add bike lanes, sidewalks and a turn lane, some residents are  

calling on the city to preserve two large oak trees just south of Park Lane, possibly by scrap ping the improvement plans. 

BY AARON CURRAN KNAPP

Newberg Graphic reporter

The Newberg City Coun-

cil’s final decision on wheth-

er to allow the planned 

Dutchman Ridge residential 

development has been put 

off to at least August at the 

request of the developer in 

order to accept additional 

public testimony. 

The June 19  decision came 

as numerous 

council mem-

bers admit-

ted to a se-

ries of ex-

parte com-

munications 

about  the 

proposed de-

velopment, 

p r i m a r i l y 

emai ls  in 

which some 

d i s c u s s e d 

how the lack 

of high den-

sity and affordable housing 

prompted them to vote 

against the development by 

denying it’s annexation re-

quirement. 

“I’ve been stopped at the 

grocery store on numerous 

occasions to talk about 

Dutchman’s Ridge and as 

quickly as possible I’m trying 

to close off the discussion,” 

noted Councilor Stephen 

McKinney. “I’ve been re-

minded and am reminding 

people that these are ex-par-

te conversations, but hope-

fully we’re going to get this 

resolved tonight.”

The council held a rela-

tively heated public hearing 

and debate May 15 regarding 

an application from New-

berg-based developer Del 

Boca Vista to annex three 

properties totaling about 26 

acres into the northwest cor-

ner of the city. The annexa-

tion of the Dutchman Ridge 

properties would pave the 

way for plans to develop the 

land — near 

the intersec-

tion of North 

Valley Road 

a n d  C h e -

halem Drive 

— into 107 

houses.
Del Boca 

Vista is also 

developing a 

10-acre, 53-

lot subdivi-

sion that has 

been given 

preliminary 

city approval. Referred to as 

Gracie’s Landing, the land 

sits immediately west of the 

Dutchman Ridge properties.

The council, however, 

parted with the recommen-

dations of city staff and the 

planning commission and 

voted to deny the Dutchman 

Ridge application in a 5-1 

vote, with some of councilors 

citing a need to include high-

density housing in the proj-

ect. City staff said at the time 

high-density housing would 

Developer of 107-home                   

subdivision calls for council to 

reconsider denying annex

Council extends 

public hearing on 

Dutchman Ridge

See DUTCHMAN / Page A2 See SUICIDE / Page A2

“I’ve been stopped at 

the grocery store on 

numerous occasions 

to talk about 

Dutchman’s Ridge and 

as quickly as possible 

I’m trying to close off 

the discussion.”

— Council member

Stephen McKinney

BY SETH GORDON

Newberg Graphic reporter

After getting significant 

pushback from community 

members and developers on 

raising system development 

charges (SDCs) from $2,017 

to $13,459 for a single family 

home, the Chehalem Park 

and Recreation District 

Board of Directors settled on 

an increase of $6,866 when it 

reconvened June 28.

In contrast to the public 

hearing on the matter that 

was held in conjunction with 

CPRD’s regular board meet-

ing June 21, the holdover ses-

sion last week went fast. In 

all it took less than 15 min-

utes, but it did feature a few 

twists and turns. 

That included board presi-

dent Pete Siderius recusing 

himself from voting on the is-

sue because he had missed 

the June 21 meeting due to 

back surgery and had been 

unable to hear public testi-

mony. 
“I  wish I 

was able to be 

here, but be-

ing able to 

move was a 

little more im-

p o r t a n t  t o 

me,” Siderius 

quipped.  “ I 

heard it was 

very interest-

ing. What I 

read was very 

interesting and I really am 

sorry I missed it.”

Board member Don Loving 

immediately proposed a 

three-part motion that put 

forth the adopted level of ser-

vice (LOS) calculation of 

$7,450 for a single family 

home, but also included pro-

visions to raise the SDC an-

nually based on the regional 

Engineering News Record 

and for the board to make a 

full review of 

SDC calcula-

tions at least 

e v e r y  f i v e 

years. 
“The big-

gest reason 

we are here is 

because we 

did fail over 

the years to 

not keep up,” 

Loving said of 

the annual increase provi-

sion. “This would eliminate 

that issue.”

Board members Mike 

Ragsdale and Bart Rierson 

both said they were uncom-

fortable with adopting the 

LOS figure and ultimately 

their votes nullified those of 

Loving and Mike McBride. 

Ragsdale immediately put 

forth a proposal to adopt the 

current LOS figure, which in-

cludes charges of $6,046 for 

multiple family homes and 

$4,719 for mobile homes, as 

well as the same added pro-

visions from Loving’s pro-

posal.
“I think that’s very equita-

ble and very appropriate,” 

Ragsdale said. “I’m reluctant 

to go to the higher number 

until we’ve done a little more 

disciplined planning and 

structuring of exactly what 

we want our expenditures to 

be.”
During discussion of the 

motion, McBride said that he 

would not support the lower 

figure of $6,866, but Loving 

After a split vote on a level of service ! gure of $7,450, the board chooses a lower ! gure

CPRD approves SDC hike to $6,866 per home

Led by medical center, several community partners helped screen high 

school students and connect them to needed mental health servicesWith help, NHS rallies to address suicide issue
See SDCS / Page A2

“The biggest reason 

we are here is 

because we did fail 

over the years to not 

keep up. This would 

eliminate that issue.”

— Don Loving, board 
member

GRAPHIC PHOTO: SETH GORDON

Newberg High School student Lucas Weaver goes through an exercise as part of a QPR 

(Question, Persuade, Respond) suicide awareness training seminar offered to parents and            

students June 1.

(Editor’s note: This is the sixth 
and final in a long-term series of 

stories)

BY SETH GORDON 

Newberg Graphic reporter

Now that school is out for summer, staff at New-

berg High School are breathing a sigh of relief.

Sure, everyone is excited that classes have con-

cluded and that, as of this week, even administrators 

can proclaim that their school year is over and they 

can take some much needed time off, but the emo-

tional release has been much greater than normal.

The main reason is that there was more to worry 

about as the leadership at NHS came to realize this 

spring that it had an acute problem with suicide that 

required immediate and comprehensive action in or-

der to effectively address it.

The district not only had to scramble to come up 

with and implement a solution to such a complex and 

difficult problem, but had less than two months to do 

it. After all, teen mental health in general and suicide 

prevention in particular are not the kind of issues that 

can simply be dropped when the school bell rings for 
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Woodburn Police 

Department gets 111 hats 

to donate to local kids
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Five-fatality crash 

leads to Gervais 

man’s arrest for 

manslaughter

COURTESY PHOTO: OREGON STATE POLICE

A two-vehicle collision just north of Salem on Oct. 8 led to the death 

of a Molalla mom and her four kids. Favian Garcia of Gervais, the 

driver of the other vehicle, was booked in jail on manslaughter 

charges the day after the crash.

By Julia Comnes

The Independent

A Ger-

vais man 

is facing 

m a n -

slaughter 

charges af-

ter being 

involved 

in a two-

v e h i c l e 

crash on 

the afternoon of Oct. 8 north 

of Salem that resulted in the 

death of a Molalla mother 

and her four children.

Favian Rene Garcia, 27, was 

driving northbound in a Land 

Rover on Oregon 99E when his 

car collided head-on into a ve-

hicle traveling southbound, 

resulting in the five fatalities.

Lisette Medrano-Perez, 25, 

from Molalla, was the driver of 

the other vehicle, a Buick Cen-

tury. She was pronounced 

dead at the scene. Her four 

children, who were passen-

gers in her car, were also pro-

nounced dead at the scene.

Her children included an 

8-year-old boy, a 6-year-old 

boy, a 4-year-old girl and a 

2-year-old girl.

The crash occured one mile 

north of Salem at the intersec-

tion of Oregon 99E and Nevada 

Street at about 4:41 p.m. Ac-

cording to Oregon State Police, 

the crash occurred while the 

vehicles were navigating a 

corner.
Garcia sustained minor in-

juries and was transported to 

an area hospital on Sunday.

Oregon State Police an-

nounced the morning of Oct. 9 

that Garcia had been arrested 

on five counts of first-degree 

manslaughter, one count of 

driving while under the influ-

ence of intoxicants, one count 

of reckless driving and one 

count of driving while sus-

pended.
He is currently lodged at the 

Marion County Jail.

GARCIA

Favian Garcia faces 

! ve counts of 

manslaughter 

following Sunday 

crash

See CRASH / Page A5
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Three Hubbard men arrested for meth distribution in drug bust

By Julia Comnes

The Independent

Three Hubbard residents — 

a man and his two adult sons 

— have been arrested on accu-

sations of conspiracy to pos-

sess with intent to distribute 

methamphetamine after near-

ly 76 pounds of the drug were 

found in their residences in 

Marion County.

Rafael Ceballos-Castillo, 49, 

was arrested in Springfield on 

Oct. 2 and appeared in federal 

court later that day. He is held 

at the Lane County Jail.

His son, Rafael Ceballos Jr., 

20, was charged by criminal 

complaint and is currently in 

custody in the Marion County 

Jail on an unrelated state war-

rant. He was arrested on Oct. 4 

by Hubbard police for fleeing or 

attempting to elude a police of-

ficer.
Rafael Ceballos Jr.’s brother, 

Jose Ceballos-Castillo, 28, was 

arrested on Oct. 6 and appeared 

on the criminal complaint in fed-

eral court. He is held at the Lane 

County Jail.

According to the criminal 

complaints, law enforcement 

began investigating Rafael Ce-

ballos-Castillo and Jose Cebal-

los Jr. in July 2017, after identi-

fying Rafael Ceballos-Castillo as 

a methamphetamine, heroin 

and cocaine source of supply. 

All three men are currently in 

custody, pending detention 

hearings.
The three men were arrested 

and charged by the Drug En-

forcement Administration and 

the Linn County Inter-Agency 

Narcotics Enforcement Task 

Force.
Rafael Ceballos-Castillo was 

arrested in Springfield and was 

found to be in possession of over 

$50,000 in cash.

Later that day, a search war-

rant was executed at his resi-

dence in Hubbard and law en-

forcement seized approximately 

57 pounds of methamphetamine, 

one kilogram (about 2.205 

pounds) of cocaine, and a .45-cal-

iber semi-automatic hand gun.

A second residence in Salem 

was also searched and law en-

forcement seized over 13 pounds 

of methamphetamine, over one 

pound of heroin and a loaded 

Smith & Wesson .357-caliber re-

volver and ammunition. To 

date, agents and officers have 

seized a combined total of over 

76 pounds of methamphetamine, 

2.5 pounds of cocaine, one pound 

of heroin, two handguns, drug 

paraphernalia and a money 

counter.
“Working with our partners 

led to a significant seizure of 

methamphetamine, heroin and 

cocaine being peddled by this 

organization within our state,” 

said Cam Strahm, DEA assis-

tant special agent in charge, in 

an Oct. 6 press release from the 

DEA’s Seattle office. “It is the 

most recent example of our col-

lective efforts to keep Orego-

nians safe from the insidious 

nature of drug trafficking and 

those organizations willing to 

prey on those battling addic-

tion.”
The investigation was led by 

the DEA and the LINE Task 

Force, with assistance from the 

Clackamas County Interagency 

Task Force, the FBI, the Salem 

Police Department’s Street 

Crimes Unit, the Springfield Po-

lice Department and the Hub-

bard Police Department.

“These arrests and seizures 

are the result of a significant 

joint investigation by local and 

federal law enforcement to com-

bat the destruction wrought by 

methamphetamine abuse in the 

Linn County community,” said 

Billy J. Williams, United States 

attorney for the District of Ore-

gon, in the press release. “We 

greatly appreciate the level of 

cooperation and law enforce-

ment partnerships.” 

The LINE Task Force, which 

consists of investigators from 

the Albany, Lebanon, and Sweet 

Home police departments, the 

Linn County Sheriff’s Office, the 

Oregon State Police, the Oregon 

National Guard Counter Drug 

Task Force and the DEA, was 

created after Linn County was 

designated a High Density Drug 

Trafficking Area in January 

2016.

Arrests come after 

months-long 

investigation
JOSE CEBALLOS-

CASTILLO
RAFAEL CEBALLOS JR.

RAFAEL CEBALLOS-
CASTILLO

COURTESY PHOTO: LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE

Nearly 76 pounds of meth was 

seized in the drug bust.

INDEPENDENT PHOTOS: PHIL HAWKINS

Woodburn High School held its annual Homecoming celebration on Friday, with members of the freshman, sophomore, junior and senior class 

creating floats based on famous children's books and parading past French Prairie Middle School and through downtown Woodburn prior to that 

evening's game against the Estacada Rangers.
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‘Sky Eyes’
Gives Portland 

real-time road data

See PAGE, 4

Summer Splashes
Sellwood Pool is 

now open for summer

 
See PAGE, 20
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N
eighbors on both sides of the East-

moreland Historic District (District) 

nomination controversy have found 

little common ground since the idea 

was proposed in May, 2016. But now, both pro-

ponents and opponents seem to agree that the 

process is flawed, and are both headed to 

court to have their objections heard.

When, on April 25, the Oregon State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO) re-

vealed that it had determined that 

the opponents of the proposed Dis-

trict submitted enough objections 

to prevent listing the District in 

the National Register of Historic 

Places — due to some neighbors 

having created modified trusts by 

which individuals could cast 5,000 

votes in opposition — those in favor of the dis-

trict nomination were dismayed.

The SHPO “kicked the issue down the road” 

to Washington D.C. because, following federal 

guidelines, the SHPO had resubmitted the 

nomination to the National Park Service (NPS) 

for an official Determination of Eligibility’, and 

the official decision to list or not list the Dis-

trict in the National Register rests with the 

NPS. 

Because the Historic District nomination is-

sue apparently has yet to be settled, on June 

19, Derek and Manda Blum, co-founders of 

“Historic Eastmoreland Achieving Results To-

gether” (HEART), filed a legal document called 

a “Petition for Judicial Review, 

Pursuant to ORS 183.484”.

At the time of filing, THE BEE 

attempted to contact the SHPO’s 

officials regarding this 

development, and the 

current status of the 

nomination — but we 

found Chris Havel and 

Ian Johnson were out 

of town, at meetings.

Instead of attempt-

ing to characterize the 

44-page Petition for Judicial Re-

view, THE BEE spoke with peti-

tioner Derek Blum about the re-

quested legal action.

“We feel that the State of Ore-

gon, and the SHPO specifically, hasn’t done 

their job properly regarding the Eastmoreland 

Historic District nomination,” Blum told THE 

BEE. “What it comes down to is how the State 

interprets counting property owners, [in] de-

termining that some 5,000 trusts, created [by 

an individual] with the sole purpose of oppos-

ing the district’s nomination — was accepted 

by them [as 5,000 votes ‘no’],” Blum said. “Their 

rationale was based on guidance from Oregon 

Department of Justice, and we 

believe they misinterpreted 

this.”
His research shows, he said, 

that there is no reference to 

trusts in National Park Service 

National Register of Historic 

Places language, and CFRs of the 

program run and administered 

by SHPO. “So, it is a matter of 

interpretation; but none of that 

guidance specifically referenced 

what has happened,” Blum com-

mented. “What it comes down is 

this: We’re calling for a judicial 

review to straighten this out.”

In the meantime, he pointed 

out, the National Parks Service 

is still in possession of the petition, and will 

make the final decision at some unknown fu-

ture date.

DAVID F. ASHTON

The yard of Derek Blum, who has just filed for a review of the decision that thousands of trusts filed by an individual for a single property could count as 

thousands of “no” votes for the Historic District in Eastmoreland, made the family’s position on the issue clear – while they participated in the Eastmoreland 

Garage Sale on June 23.

See EASTMORELAND HISTORIC / Page 6

By DAVID F. ASHTON

The Bee

Bicyclists and walkers along the Spring-

water Corridor Trail through the Oaks Bot-

tom Wildlife Refuge started seeing sequen-

tial signs, starting in early June. They were 

not advertising Burma Shave, though they 

followed that familiar formula. . .

For example:

Summer Springwater Closure / Oh yes, it’s 

true / 
But don’t be too blue / There are options for 

you!
“It’s important for people to know that during 

the Oaks Bottom Habitat Restoration Project, 

the trail will be open up to the refuge, but closed 

as a through route,” said Portland Bureau of 

Environmental Services (BES) Environmental 

Program Coordinator Ronda Fast.

At the intersection of S.E. Spokane Street and 

Oaks Park Way, Fast and the BES “Street 

Team” were out answering questions from bike 

commuters and walkers bound northward on 

the morning of June 5.

“The trail be closed starting July 9, and will 

remain closed through October 31 so we can do 

the important work that will bring salmon back 

to the Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge,” Fast said.

The Springwater Corridor Trail goes directly 

over the old culvert that will be removed this 

summer, and replaced with a large open culvert 

— as well as directing water channels, and re-

planting thousands of trees and shrubs, Fast 

pointed out. “Our contractors are mobilizing 

heavy equipment for the culvert replacement 

by both SamTrak rail and barges on the Willa-

mette River.”

An alternate route map features two main op-

tions for people on bicycle and other non-motor-

ized travel:

■ The new Sellwood Bridge provides a con-

nection to the west side Greenway Trail — a 

good option for commuters traveling to and 

from South Waterfront and Downtown — but 

speed on that trail is strictly limited to 10 m.p.h. 

■ The nearly-complete S.E 19th Avenue 

Neighborhood Greenway in Sellwood and 

Westmoreland connects to 17th Avenue bike 

lane for those who want to stay on the east side, 

and return to the Springwater Trail at S.E. 

Mitchell Street. 

With the advisory signage installed, Fast 

said, “Hopefully, everybody will know in ad-

vance about the trail closure, and can plan ac-

cordingly.”

The habitat restoration project in Oaks Bot-

tom is intended to reopen the lagoon there to a 

direct connection to the Willamette River, and 

thereby to provide a refuge for young salmon 

on the way down the river to the Columbia, and 

eventually the ocean. It also should improve the 

mosquito problem near the pond.The project is 

a collaborative effort between the City of Port-

land’s Bureau of Environmental Services and 

Portland Parks & Recreation and the United 

States Army Corps of Engineers, which will 

manage the construction.

For more information, go online — www.

portlandoregon.gov/bes/76508

Springwater Trail 

closes till October, 

through Oaks Bottom

DAVID F. ASHTON

 ! Bicyclist Steven Tuttle told THE BEE he 

appreciated getting the information about the July 

closure of the Springwater Trail, and will find a new 

way to get to work, down by OMSI.

REVIEW SOUGHT FOR 

EASTMORELAND ‘HISTORIC 

DISTRICT’ RULING

“We feel that the 

State of Oregon, and 

the SHPO 
specifically, hasn’t 

done their job 

properly regarding 

the Eastmoreland 

Historic District 

nomination.”
— Derek Blum

By DAVID F. ASHTON

The Bee

“Actually, it’s naturally-occur-

ring bacteria, not ‘bugs’, that 

we’re researching!” corrected 

Reed College bachelors gradu-

ate Morgan Vague with a smile.

What inspired Vague to go on 

the hunt for plastic-munching bac-

teria began in a class of her teach-

er, Jay Mellies, PhD. 

“Internationally, there are about 

300 million metric tons of plastic 

containers sold every year, and 

only 10% of that is recycled — an 

alarming statistic, to me,” Vague 

told THE BEE outside the lab 

where she works on the Reed Col-

lege campus.

“Plastic is cheap, tough, and ev-

erywhere; and, I started wondering 

what else is tough, durable, and 

everywhere. I came up with bacte-

ria,” she said.

Bacteria are capable of doing 

amazing things, Vague pointed 

out, including surviving in all 

kinds of extreme environments, 

by “eating” things that other crea-

tures cannot.

“My discovery was finding 

three different strains of bacteria 

that show the ability to grow on, 

colonize, and degrade polyethyl-

ene terephthalate (PET) resin — 

the handy-dandy plastic that’s in 

most water bottles and single-use 

containers,” explained Vague.

To find the bacteria, she traveled 

to the heavily-polluted beach of 

Galveston Bay in Texas. “This end-

ed up being the richest source of 

these ‘little bugs’ for me.”

Although getting bags of dirt 

through TSA screening at the air-

port was a concern, the student 

said she had no problem traveling 

with her biological samples. “I was 

ready to tell them that I’m just 

weird because I’m from Portland, 

but it was unnecessary.”

Back in the Reed College biology 

lab, she started putting the poten-

tial samples to the test, and found 

the three strains of bacteria that 

did, indeed, grow on and colonize 

and degrade PET plastic.

“We are hoping to develop a pro-

cess to make this scalable, and 

speed it up to the point that it will 

have significant impact on reduc-

ing plastic waste,” she said.

No, they’re not hatching a plan 

to let loose a weird creature into 

the environment, Vague assured. 

“First, these are naturally-occur-

ring bacteria, without any genetic 

modifications.

“Instead, we’d like to see an in-

dustrial-scale application to reduce 

the plastic pollution problem in 

some sort of industrial recycling 

facility where plastic waste is tak-

en and is degraded into carbon di-

oxide.
“But my ultimate dream is devel-

oping a ‘home plastic degradation 

kit’, kinda like a composting kit, 

that everyone could use.

“When it comes to attacking the 

problem of waste PET plastic, I be-

lieve the bacterial solution is the 

most viable,” Vague concluded.

The only thing standing in her 

way is obtaining funding for more 

research. To help this work go for-

ward, contact Reed College’s Dr. 

Jay Mellies, PhD, at jay.mellies@

reed.edu, or call 503-517-7964.

Reed biology grad discovers plastic-eating bugs

DAVID F. ASHTON

Working in her lab at Reed College, Morgan Vague tests strains of bacteria 

that can break down plastic bottles.

 ! Reed College graduate Morgan 

Vague says the strain of bacteria 

she’s discovered can degrade plastic 

bottles.

STORY BY 

DAVID F. 

ASHTON
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By PARIS ACHEN

Capital Bureau

 A state policy advisory committee 

plans to recommend tolling all lanes of 

Interstate 5 and the Abernethy Bridge in 

the metro area as a strategy to reduce 

traffic congestion and raise revenue to 

build a third lane to Interstate 205.

Tolls on I-5 would extend from Northeast 

Going/Alberta Street to Southwest Mult-

nomah Boulevard and be variable depend-

ing on levels of congestion.

“What congestion pricing does ... is it ac-

tually reduces the number of people on the 

road during peak period travel, gets the 

through traffic that we’re looking for, that 

we thought we needed with increased road 

space, but we actually get it with the pric-

ing,” said committee member Chris Hager-

baumer of the Oregon Environmental Coun-

cil. “This is the cheapest way to get new 

‘capacity.’”

The tolls would be launched as a pilot 

program to prove to the public the efficacy 

of congestion-priced tolls in reducing traffic 

congestion. The second part of the recom-

mendation calls for analyzing the results of 

the tolls and possibly developing a subse-

quent, comprehensive plan for tolling other 

highways in the Portland area.

Several committee members asked that 

increased transit services be a condition of 

imposing any tolls to help mitigate the im-

pact the tolls could have on low-income 

commuters.

“It’s hard to price people for something 

when we cannot provide them with other 

options,” said committee member Craig 

Dirksen of the Metro Council. “We need to 

include transit access from the very begin-

ning.”
The 25 members of the committee failed 

to reach consensus on every aspect of the 

plan they’ll recommend. Each has an oppor-

Draft recommendation 

would toll all lanes of 

Interstate 5 in Portland  

and the Abernethy Bridge  

on Interstate 205

Advisory 
group says 
to toll I-5, 
Abernethy 
Bridge

By COREY BUCHANAN

The Spokesman

It’s experiences, rather than 

people, that inspired Charbon-

neau resident Lynn Liffick’s in-

terest in art.

In second grade, she recalls cap-

turing the memory of vibrant maple 

trees and transporting them onto a 

page. In middle school, she con-

structed an intricate mobile sculp-

ture, rather than a conventional 

poster, to help her boyfriend win a 

student body election. And when 

she was a teacher, she helped poor 

performing students gain confi-

dence through art.

“I thought it was so fascinating to 

use all those colors and make some-

thing pretty,” Liffick said of her 

first encounters with art.

Liffick tried out an amalgam of 

art forms such as photography, se-

rigraphy, multimedia collages, 

quilting and ceramics throughout 

her life. But when she took a water-

colors class at Wilsonville Commu-

nity Center in 2003, she was hooked.

And it’s Liffick’s watercolor piec-

es that will be on display in the Wil-

sonville Public Library this July. 

The library postponed exhibits dur-

ing renovations and Liffick’s will be 

the first of 2018.

Liffick’s work embodies a realis-

tic style but sometimes imbues im-

pressionism. Most of her watercol-

or paintings depict flowers, trees, 

fruits and vegetables. She has lived 

in many places but said her 15 years 

in Idaho informed her taste.

“We’ve always been outdoors 

people because we lived in Idaho 

for quite awhile,” Liffick said. “That 

meant camping and hiking and fish-

ing. So I tend to gravitate toward 

subjects that relate to my love of 

the outdoors, whether it’s flowers 

or still lifes or landscapes.”

Her process involves layering 

glazes, ensuring that each section 

of the canvass includes an appeal-

ing array of colors, and placing the 

exact amount of water and paint 

onto the page to create the desired 

shade.
“You’re constantly mentally 

Lynn Lif!ck’s work 

focuses on realistic, 

natural elements

Charbonneau woman crafts art show

Rouke 

vanDerVeen, 

left, and 
Grady 
McKenzie of 

Johnny 
Limbo and 

the Lugnuts 

will perform 

at the 
Rotary’s 

Summer 
Concert 
Series again 

this year. 

SPOKESMAN  
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By COREY BUCHANAN

The Spokesman

W
ilsonville citizens can lay back in lawn chairs, 

get up and shimmy or say hello to an old friend 

— all while listening to live music ranging from 

blues to pop. And while they’re there, they can 

support an admirable cause.

The annual Wilsonville Rotary Summer Concert Series, 

which will take place four nights throughout the summer in 

Town Center Park, is back.

This year’s slate features tribute band Johnny Limbo and 

the Lugnuts July 19, Blues artist Ty Curtis and his band July 

26, multi-genre band Hit Machine Aug. 2 and country band Clo-

verdayle Aug. 9. Featured acts will perform at 6:30 p.m. while 

openers are scheduled for 5:30 p.m. The event is free but at-

tendees can donate to End Polio Now, a Rotary International 

initiative to eradicate polio. Food, ice cream and shaved ice will 

also be available during the performances.

“We are quite excited about this lineup of performers,” Ro-

tary Club of Wilsonville President Laura LaJoie-Bishop said in 

a press release. “All four have performed in Wilsonville in the 

past and have really engaged our audience. The Wilsonville 

Rotary Summer Concerts are where people get together to re-

lax, enjoy great music, maybe dance a little bit and reconnect 

with other members of the community.”

While booking the lineup, Rotary Club of Wilsonville mem-

ber Curt Kipp said the group tried to identify artists that were 

GROOVINGSummer 
Concert 

Series 
features 
array of 
musical 

styles

See ART / Page A6

Charbonneau 

resident Lynn 

Liffick’s 
artwork is on 

display at 

Wilsonville 

Public Library 

in July. 

SPOKESMAN 

PHOTOS: COREY 

BUCHANAN
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 ! The Wilson High Class of 2018 graduated at Veterans Memorial Coliseum in June. 

I
t was time to 

hoist their caps 

and gowns, hug 

their compatriots 

and celebrate the moment. On 

Wednesday, June 6, at Veterans 

Memorial Coliseum, Wilson High 

seniors officially graduated. 

During the graduation ceremony, stu-

dents and teachers addressed the class’s 

readiness for adulthood, looked back at 

their high school experiences and shared 

wisdom for the future.

Wilson High student speaker Abdul Mo-

hamed discussed his journey from being a 

Kenyan immigrant who had never attend-

ed school when he began his freshman 

year at Wilson to delivering a graduation 

speech. Though he speaks eloquently now, 

Mohamed recalled not receiving a grade 

on his first freshman English assignment 

and being called in by his English teacher 

to discuss his poor performance.

“I went home and told my mom, ‘Mama, 

this is hard. I don’t understand anything.’ 

She looked at me in the eyes and said, ‘Son, 

no one was born knowing everything,’” 

Mohamed said. 

And yet, Mohamed stood before his fel-

low students Wednesday as a 

high school graduate. 

“Today, every single stu-

dent that is graduating, that 

means they’re successful. 

And for every successful stu-

dent, there’s always a teacher 

behind that successful stu-

dent. I want to take this mo-

ment to thank all the teachers,” Mohamed 

said.
Student Body President Julia Taylor 

lauded the many talents of Wilson High 

students — from musical groups and the 

Southwest Stageworks Theatre Company 

to student athletes, leaders and activists.

“It’s the big actions and the small actions 

and the brief moments of courage and the 

many hours it takes to turn ideas into real-

ity. I have no doubt that as we 

pursue our ambitions, we will 

carry forward this energy of 

goodwill and achievement to 

make change in our own way,” 

Taylor said. “But in the mean-

time, Class of 2018, let us all pre-

pare for the insurmountable task 

ahead of us: posing for all the 

graduation photos our families are about to 

take of us in our caps and gowns. Get ready 

for sore cheeks and frozen smiles.”

Wilson High Principal Brian Chatard has 

attended more than 20 graduations in his 

professional career. But with his daughter 

graduating this year, 2018 felt a little differ-

ent. And during his speech, Chatard con-

trasted the feeling of his own high school 

graduation with his daughter’s.

“It seems like yesterday that I was a 

confident 18-year-old wanting nothing 

more than to get out of high school and get 

on with my life,” he said. “Now, 30 years 

later as a parent staring at my fully grown 

daughter, at the same event I’m wishing 

the exact opposite, that high school wasn’t 

over for her. Don’t worry. I’ll get through 

it somehow.”

Chatard said the 2018 senior class is 

ready for the next chapter of their lives. 

“I’ve attended your games; I’ve seen 

your concerts, plays, competitions; I’ve 

sat in your classes, watched your speech-

es and presentations as you’ve each made 

your path through Wilson. I also see in-

credible promise in each of you,” he said. 

“I can resoundingly and confidently say 

that I think you’re ready. I’ve watched you 

all grow up from awkward, inept fresh-

man to the polished people you are now.”

Teacher Jaime Suehiro commended 

Wilson High students for standing up for 

what they believe in during the March for 

Our Lives walkout and in their work for 

student advocacy groups. 

“Robert Kennedy said, ‘If there’s no-

body in your way, it’s because you’re not 

going anywhere.’ The Class of 2018, you 

face a shifting and unpredictable social 

and political culture, but despite this un-

predictability you have tried to ground 

yourselves in meaning and purpose,” Sue-

hiro said. “In class discussions, you have 

engaged in difficult and controversial top-

ics. In the March for our Lives assembly, 

you stood up and spoke up for changes 

you believe in to make our school safer.

“You’ve been primary leaders and al-

lies, creating and nurturing divinity 

schools at Wilson for students, the Black 

Student Union, the Wilson Students asso-

ciation, Unidos and Asian Pacific Islander 

Clubs all throughout the past four years,” 

she said. “Wilson student life has been 

dramatically impacted by your urgency, 

initiative and dedication.”

Student speaker Sincere Bartlett im-

plored her fellow graduates to continue 

striving for self-improvement. 

“It’s important to understand that you 

didn’t get to where you are in life without 

help. But it’s equally important to remem-

ber that you did it for yourself,” she said. 

“Acknowledge your journey and the fact 

that you’re here in this moment by your 

own choice, by your own validation, that 

you’ve spent the last four years of your 

life investing and testing and making mis-

takes. I urge you to continue doing so.”

To close his speech, Mohamed told stu-

dents to celebrate the journey of their 

high school careers rather than the desti-

nation. 
“If the journey is more of a challenge, 

the destination is more rewarding,” he 

said. “Here’s to the journey, Class of 2018.”

Contact Connection reporter Corey Buchanan at 

503-479-2378 or cbuchanan@pamplinmedia.com.

■ Wilson 
High 

School's 
Class of 

2018 
officially 

graduates 

Faculty, friends and family celebrated 

graduation with the Wilson High seniors. 

 ! Wilson High students received their high 

school diplomas at the ceremony. 

STORY BY 

COREY 

BUCHANAN

‘Here’s to the journey’■ Special Wilson High School Graduation Issue

503-246-1710
1616 SW Sunset Blvd, Suite E

To all the 2018 graduates and especially this year’s

Gifford Family Dentistry Community Scholarship recipient,

Julia Taylor!

Congratulatio
ns
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 X From 

left, Lauren 

Held, Paige Cushing, Josie Rutschman, Jack 

Scypinski and Danielle Carillo can’t wait for the 

start of Sherwood High’s graduation.Held, Paige Cushing, Josie Rutschman, Jack 

Scypinski and Danielle Carillo can’t wait for the 

GAZETTE PHOTO: BLAIR STENVICK

Incoming Student Body President Shaurya Gaur speaks at the 

ceremonial groundbreaking for the new Sherwood High School.
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Hardly a cloud was in the 

sky last month as the Sher-

wood School District broke 

ground on the new Sher-

wood High School.

Construction for the 

new school — locat-

ed on Southwest El-

wert Road, between 

Kruger and Haide 

— will be funded by 

a 2016 bond measure, 

and will cost about $186 

million. It is scheduled to 

open in the fall of 2020.

The Tuesday, June 11 

groundbreaking ceremony 

included remarks from Su-

perintendent Heather Cordie, 

Mayor Keith Mays and 

School Board Chair Eric 

Campbell. As Mays 

pointed out in his 

speech, the last high 

school  ground-

breaking in Sher-

wood happened 

about 50 years ago, 

for the existing Sher-

wood High on Meinecke 

Road. In the late 1960s, the 

district was facing crowding 

District breaks ground on ! rst 

new high school in half century

Fifty years in the making

By BLAIR STENVICK

Sherwood Gazette

Annette Alyssa believes 

in yoga for all.

“Our approach to yoga is 

making the benefits of yoga 

accessible to all types of peo-

ple,” the founder of Escape to 

Yoga told the Gazette. “That 

means all ages, all body types, 

all body conditions. We have 

yoga for athletes who want to 

be very fit, and we have class-

es for older people or healing 

people that are gentle yoga.”

Escape to Yoga moved from 

its original location at 22520 

S.W. Washington St. to a new 

location at 16067 S.W. 1st St. at 

the end of June, and will host a 

grand opening celebration on 

July 7. Alyssa said that the 

new location will help her 

business to reach more people 

in Sherwood.

The original location, which 

first opened its doors in April 

of 2012, was prone to structur-

al issues. Escape to Yoga an-

nounced in March that it 

would be moving to its new 

location in Old Town’s historic 

Roellich Store building — 

which previously housed the 

Painted Plate and Old Town 

Mercantile.

Q�Escape to Yoga 

moves to new location, 

still in Old Town

‘Everyman’s yoga’ 

studio ! nds new home 

See YOGA STUDIO / Page 17

See GROUNDBREAKING / Page 17
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Sherwood High graduate Ben Cox, center, and 

his fellow graduates try to cool off in front of a 

large fan prior to the start of their 

commencement.

A
bout an hour before Sherwood 

High School’s graduation ceremo-

ny was slated to begin the eve-

ning of Friday, June 8, the gates 

opened to let the Class of 2018’s families, 

friends and loved ones onto the football 

field. It had been steadily raining all after-

noon, but that didn’t stop hundreds of peo-

ple from racing onto the field to secure a 

good spot in the bleachers — or perhaps 

just one shielded from 

the elements.

Inside the school’s aux-

iliary gymnasium, soon-

to-be alums of Sherwood 

High gathered to line up 

for the ceremony. They 

stood in clusters, laugh-

ing, chatting, adjusting their caps and apply-

ing last-minute makeup.

“Walking through these halls, even 

though we haven’t even graduated, I feel 

pretty nostalgic,” said Kari Stoddard.

“It’s an end of an era,” replied her friend 

Avery Pehlps. “A transition.”

Stoddard said her time at Sherwood High 

was filled with choir practices and theatrical 

performances. Looking back at the last four 

years, she said her most important lesson 

happened outside of the classroom.

“I’ve learned to really be myself,” she 

said. “In middle school, there’s the really 

popular group, and you still have that in 

high school, but you can worry about it less. 

You find your own group of friends, and you 

STORY BY 

BLAIR 
STENVICK

 S Sherwood High School graduates file onto the football field for their commencement.

X From 

left, Lauren 

Held, Paige Cushing, Josie Rutschman, Jack 

Held, Paige Cushing, Josie Rutschman, Jack 

start of Sherwood High’s graduation.

S Sherwood High School graduates file onto the football field for their commencement.

 S  Sherwood High School graduates look for family and 
friends as they file onto the football field for 
commencement.

See GRADUATION / Page 6
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BY HOLLY M. GILL

Managing Editor

For the first time in about a 

decade, “spec” homes are 

back. The housing market 

has rebounded since the 

crash of 2006, and builders 

are slowly returning to the 

local market.

In 2005, Jefferson County 

issued an all-time high of 302 

building permits for new, 

single-family dwellings — in-

cluding 48 in Culver, which 

issues permits separately. 

The numbers dropped pre-

cipitously down to a county-

wide total of nine in 2011, be-

fore starting to rebound.

Last year, throughout the 

county, 56 were issued, with 

six of those in Madras and 

five in Culver. So far this year, 

through September, a total of 

82 permits have been issued, 

comprising 11 each in Madras 

and Culver, three in Metolius, 

and 57 in the unincorporated 

areas of the county.

Until recently, the totals 

did not include “spec” homes. 

That is changing, thanks to 

Arbor Builders, of Bend, 

which is in the process of 

constructing 27 production 

spec houses — a cluster of 12 

in Madras and 15 in Culver. 

The Madras homes will all be 

located in Kinkade Crossing, 

on Southeast Dakotah Place, 

Builder works on six 

of 27 homes planned 

for Madras, Culver

‘Spec’ homes up 

in Kinkade area

HOLLY M. GILL/MADRAS PIONEER

A painting crew from Walker Paint Co., of Terrebonne, cleans up after finishing the exterior painting on a new “spec” home in the Kinkade 

Crossing subdivision on Southeast Dakotah Place. The house is one of six in various stages of readiness by builder Arbor Homes, of Bend.

BY HOLLY M. GILL

Managing Editor

A senior deputy district 

attorney for Jefferson 

County, Wade Whiting, of 

Madras, has been named 

Crook Coun-

ty district at-

torney.
The ap-

p o i n t m e n t 

w a s  a n -

nounced last 

week ,  by 

Gov. Kate 

Brown, fol-

lowing a sev-

eral month 

s e l e c t i o n 

process in-

volving a 

Crook Coun-

ty commit-

tee including the county 

judge, police chief, sheriff, 

department heads and attor-

neys, which recommended 

Whiting to the governor.

“I met with Gov. Brown 

on Oct. 4, 2017, and was very 

humbled when she an-

nounced my appointment 

last week,” said Whiting, 

who also expressed his ap-

preciation for the support 

he had received, from Jef-

ferson County District At-

torney Steve Leriche and 

defense attorneys in the 

22nd Judicial District, 

which comprises the Jeffer-

son County and Crook 

County circuit courts.

“Wade demonstrated 

that he is a person of un-

common character with the 

highest integrity and eth-

ics,” said Leriche. “I particu-

larly sought him out to be a 

deputy district attorney be-

cause of his character, and 

he has lived up to all expec-

tations and the quality of 

work has reflected greatly 

upon my office. I trust him 

with the most serious cas-

es.”
Dan Ahern, presiding 

judge for the 22nd Judicial 

District, noted that Whiting 

possesses the experience 

and long-term stability nec-

essary to fill the Crook 

County district attorney po-

sition. 
“He is always prepared 

and has a 

very high 

ethical code 

in dealing 

with  the 

law,” Ahern 

wrote. “As 

a judge, I al-

ways prefer 

district at-

t o r n e y s 

who have 

w o r k e d 

both sides 

of the court-

room. They 

tend to pos-

sess a level of empathy that 

is sometimes lacking with 

career prosecutors.”

Whiting will fill the va-

cancy created by the resig-

nation of Daina A. Vitolins, 

who was previously ap-

pointed to be a judge for the 

22nd Judicial District.

“Wade Whiting’s commit-

ment to law and passion for 

justice will make him an ex-

cellent district attorney of 

Crook County,” said Brown. 

“Having served on both 

sides of the criminal justice 

system — as a prosecutor 

and, earlier in his career, as 

a defense attorney — Wade 

understands the extraordi-

nary power of a district at-

torney to vindicate ag-

grieved crime victims and 

to mete out justice with 

compassion and humanity.”

Whiting moved to Ma-

dras in 2010, when he was 

Serves as senior 

deputy district 

attorney locally

Whiting named 

Crook County DA

WADE WHITING

BY HOLLY M. GILL

Managing Editor

When approximately 

11,500 ballots go out this 

week, voters receiving those 

ballots can expect to vote on 

only one of two measures: a 

levy renewal for the Madras 

Aquatic Center Recreation 

District or a law enforcement 

district at Crooked River 

Ranch.
“We’ll send approximately 

8,100 to people in the pool dis-

trict and about 3,400 to the 

Ranch,” said Jefferson Coun-

ty Clerk Kathy Marston, not-

ing that there is no overlap 

for the areas.

“Anybody that’s in the Cul-

ver School District or Camp 

Sherman will not receive a 

ballot,” she said.

For voters within either 

the recreation district or at 

the Ranch, Marston added, 

“If they don’t get their ballot 

by the 27th, they should be 

contacting us.”

The clerk’s office is tempo-

rarily housed across the 

street from the courthouse 

annex, at 169 NE Seventh St., 

and can be reached at 541-

475-4451.
Voters in the MAC Recre-

ation District -- which follows 

the boundaries of the 509-J 

School District -- will vote on 

Measure 16-87, a renewal of 

the five-year option levy for 

operation of the pool and rec-

reation district.

The levy request of $0.40 

per $1,000 of assessed value is 

unchanged from the levy 

passed in 2013, which raised 

about $250,000 annually for 

the district. That amount is in 

addition to the district’s per-

manent levy of $0.25 per 

$1,000, which means that the 

owner of a home with an as-

sessed value of $100,000 

would pay $65 per year.

“The levy is vital to con-

tinuing what we have built at 

the MAC and the MAC Recre-

ation District,” said Joe 

McHaney, executive director 

of the MACRD. “Without the 

levy, our recreation pro-

grams would be crippled and 

we would struggle with main-

tenance issues at the MAC.”

Since the passage of the 

levy in May 2013, the MACRD 

has increased its program 

participation from about 400 

per year up to more than 

1,500 per year.

The MAC offers aquatic 

programs, including public 

and private swim lessons, 

water aerobics, recreational 

swims, and team sports, such 

as the Madras Swim Team 

and the water polo team.

Out-of-water programs in-

clude youth basketball, soc-

cer, softball, volleyball, flag 

and tackle football, and exer-

cise classes, as well as run-

ning events, such as the MAC 

Dash in September, the Tur-

key Trot in November, and 

partnership on the Todd 

Beamer Run in July.

In addition to the six full-

time equivalent employees, 

the district employs 25-30 

part-time employees, such as 

lifeguards, and recreation 

and facility assistants.

“The levy dollars allow for 

the MAC Recreation District 

to provide the current ser-

vices and adequate staffing,” 

McHaney said. “Based on our 

participation increases in re-

cent years, it’s evident this 

community wants recreation 

programming, but without 

the operation levy, not only 

would recreation programs 

go away, but we would also 

struggle to staff the MAC ap-

propriately.”

With the additional fund-

ing, the MACRD was able to 

tackle major maintenance 

projects, such as pool tile re-

placement, and a boiler re-

placement, and pay off loans 

outside of the building bond, 

which was refinanced and 

will be paid off in 2025.

“This community built a 

magnificent aquatic facility, 

and as a community have 

built up the MAC Recreation 

District, so I would hate to 

see us not protect our invest-

ment,” McHaney said. “When 

you live it like I do, the suc-

cess stories are endless and 

the way the MACRD brings 

our community members to-

gether is something that is 

priceless.”

CRR Enhanced Law Enforcement

Voters at Crooked River 

Ranch who live north of the 

Jefferson County line be-

tween the Crooked and De-

schutes rivers will have the 

opportunity to vote on the 

Five-year renewal, 

law enforcement 

district on ballot

MAC, CRR seek levies in election

HOLLY M. GILL/MADRAS PIONEER

With the passage of a five-year levy in 2013, the Madras Aquatic Center has been able to add programs and 

perform maintenance. The MACRD is seeking a five-year renewal at the same rate.

See BALLOTS / Page A7

See HOUSING/ Page A6

See WHITING / Page A7
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Sandwich Day!

Subway is gearing up to 

celebrate World 

Sandwich Day

See KITCHEN&CUISINE , A4

Lord’s Acre Day 
coming

Powell Bu!e event returns 

on Saturday, Nov. 4

 See NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS, A3
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By Jason Chaney

News Editor

The Crook County Historical Society Board 

decided this week to display a 50-star Ameri-

can flag in the Bowman Museum Community 

Room following recent controversy over the 

display of a 49-star flag.

“To prevent any further misunderstand-

ings, and in utmost respect to our veterans, 

we have now placed a 50-star flag in the 

� Controversy over display of 

49-star American !ag prompts 

board to make change in 

museum community room

Historical 
Society to 
switch to 
50-star flag

By Jason Chaney

News Editor

A three-phase project to 

restore a 1-mile seg-

ment of McKay Creek 

is closer to completion after 

work was completed this past 

summer.
The work, all of which is 

being done by the Ochoco Na-

tional Forest’s Lookout 

Mountain Ranger District, is 

intended to achieve a few pri-

mary goals along the stretch 

of creek. According to Pat-

rick Lair, public affairs spe-

cialist for Ochoco National 

Forest, one goal is to improve 

the overall hydrology and ri-

parian ecosystem function 

and improve spawning habi-

tat for steelhead and redband 

trout by reconnecting the 

channel to its historic flood-

plain. Another goal is to raise 

the water table and add large 

woody debris to the stream 

to increase complexity and 

slow higher flows.

“In a nutshell, the project 

will return the stream seg-

ment to historic conditions, 

improving fish habitat and 

improving water retention in 

the nearby meadows and 

aquifer,” Lair explained.

This past summer’s Phase 

Two work included instream 

work to remove berms, raise 

the bed of the main channel, 

create side channel habitat, 

� Work included 

berm removal, 

improving main 

channel

Phase two of the McKay Creek 

restoration project is complete

By Jason Chaney

News Editor

Prineville man Frank Villastrigo Jr. was sen-

tenced Thursday morning to 25 years in prison 

for multiple sex crimes involving two known 

minors.
The sentence imposed by Circuit Court 

Judge Annette Hillman was negotiated during 

a plea deal reached earlier this month when 

Villastrigo entered a change of plea. According 

to Dan Wendel, acting Crook County District 

Attorney, Villastrigo pleaded guilty to two 

counts of first-degree rape and two counts of 

first-degree sex abuse during a change of plea 

hearing. He had initially pleaded not guilty to 

all charges he faced.

Villastrigo, who was 63 at the time of his 
� Frank 

Villastrigo Jr. 

changes plea on 
four charges 

following 2016 
arrest

Villastrigo sentenced to 25 years in prison for sex a
buse

FRANK

VILLASTRIGO JR.

By Jason Chaney

News Editor

Earlier this month at a special meeting, the 

Prineville City Council opted to extend an ap-

plication deadline to fill a vacancy on its 

board.
Having received one applicant by the orig-

inal Sept. 15 deadline, councilors decided on 

Oct. 4 to take applications for two more 

weeks in hopes that more people would show 

an interest in the position.

The plan has apparently worked well. At a 

� Councilors plan workshop 

next month to interview 

candidates before deciding 

which person to appoint

Six apply for 
open city 
council seat

See FLAG / Page A9

See SENTENCE / Page A9

See VACANCY / Page A10

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY PATRICK LAIR

Students of Powell Butte Community Charter School help replant Trout Creek as part of phase two of the 

McKay Creek restoration project.

See MCKAY / Page A8

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY CITY OF PRINEVILLE

City of Prineville officials invited the entire Barnes Butte Elementary student body up to the entrance of the IronHorse property that the city purchased 

last year. City Councilor Steve Uffelman, standing in for Prineville Mayor Betty Roppe, spoke to the students and teachers as did City Engineer Eric Klann, 

who has continually advocated for increased public use of the newly acquired 460-acre property just north of the school. Barnes Butte Elementary 

Principal Jim Bates participated in a ribbon-cutting after which the students stood in the shape of the letters “BBE” as a camera attached to a drone 

took an aerial photo. To see more photos of the Wednesday afternoon event, go to page A10.

A new park right 

out the back door
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A local classic

Concours d’Elegance brings 

hot rods, sweet rides to town

— See ABOUT TOWN, B16

Blake’s last shot
Banks senior looks 

to cap HS career 

with a championship

— See SPORTS, B1

Blake’s last shot
Banks senior looks 

with a championship

Blake’s last shot

with a championship

SISTERS IN SPIRIT

By OLIVIA SINGER

Pamplin Media Group

The Forest Grove School 

District has hired a new di-

rector of finance opera-

tions, Ilean Clute, from the 

Newberg School District — 

but she isn’t a stranger to 

many at the district office.

Not only will Clute be 

rejoining newly hired super-

intendent 

David Park-

er who also 

comes from 

the New-

berg School 

District, she 

previously 

worked in 

the Forest 

Grove 
School 
District.

Most 
recently, 

Clute 
served as 

the director 

of finance 

for the New-

berg School 

District, but 

before her 

time in 
Newberg, 

she served 

as the di-

rector of 

business 

and support 

services for 

the Forest 

Grove 
School Dis-

trict.
“I am really excited to be 

back in Forest Grove,” Clute 

was quoted as saying in a state-

ment from the FGSD. “I have 

truly enjoyed the opportunity 

to learn and grow this last year 

in Newberg but am ready to be 

back in Forest Grove with Dave 

Parker and the entire district 

team. I am looking forward to 

reconnecting with the FGSD 

staff and focusing on moving 

the district forward in support-

ing the success of all students.” 

Clute has more than 10 

years of accounting experi-

ence, four years of that at the 

director level in school fi-

nance, the release stated.

“I am truly excited to have 

Ilean join our team,” said Su-

perintendent David Parker in 

the release. “I have had the 

pleasure of working with her 

for the past year in Newberg 

and can attest to her exper-

tise, integrity and her genu-

ine care and concern for sup-

porting students.”

Clute will be replacing Ta-

mi Montague, who is leaving 

the district after just one year. 

Montague took the position of 

chief financial officer with the 

Northwest Regional Educa-

tion Service District.

Q�Ilean Clute 

previously worked 

for the district, 

and with FG’s new  

superintendent 

in Newberg 

FGSD’s 
new CFO 
rejoins 
district

STAFF PHOTO: CHRISTOPHER OERTELL

Mayor Haruhito Sasajima of Nyuzen, Japan, enjoys a sample glass of sake at Saké One in Forest Grove on Tuesday, July 3, after taking a tour of the facility.

By MARK MILLER

Pamplin Media Group

T
hough their stay 

was short, the mem-

ories will last a life-

time.

Delegates visiting from 

Forest Grove’s sister city of 

Nyuzen, Japan, were greeted 

with applause, handshakes 

and hugs as they arrived 

Monday afternoon, July 2, at 

the Forest Grove Community 

Auditorium for the official 

kickoff of their four-day visit 

to Forest Grove.

The delegation was in town 

to celebrate the 30th anniver-

sary of the sister city relation-

ship between Forest Grove 

and Nyuzen — a bond that is 

mostly symbolic, but which 

has been marked by regular 

cultural exchanges, including 

visits by students from each 

community. Forest Grove is 

scheduled to send its own del-

egation for 30th anniversary 

festivities in Nyuzen, a Japa-

nese port town about the 

same size as Forest Grove, 

next year.
Members of the Forest 

Grove Sister Cities Commit-

tee, city officials and other in-

terested residents were on 

hand Monday to welcome the 

visitors from Japan. Many of 

them also hosted members of 

the delegation at their homes 

during their stay, and they 

participated in a day full of ac-

tivities and tours Tuesday, 

July 3.

Delegates tour sake plant 

City officials and volun-

teers met the delegation 

for lunch and a tour at Saké 

One, Forest Grove’s own saké 

brewery, on Tuesday.

“I hope your visit to our 

American sakery, a real rari-

ty here in our country, is ... 

enjoyable,” said Forest Grove 

Mayor Pete Truax, after For-

est Grove and Nyuzen resi-

dents alike noshed on a 

not-so-traditionally-Japa-

nese meal of tacos from the 

El Charito Mexican Food 

truck.

Q�Nyuzen delegation visits Forest Grove, highlighting international bond of respect, peace

See SISTERS / Page A12

“I am 
looking 
forward to 
reconnecting 

with the 
FGSD staff 
and 
focusing on 
moving the 
district 
forward in 
supporting 
the success 
of all 
students.”

— Ilean Clute

By OLIVIA SINGER

Pamplin Media Group

Downtown Forest Grove is 

home to another new busi-

ness, Daniela’s on Main, a 

gift, bath and body shop 

with knickknacks and 

“something for everybody.”

Longtime Forest Grove resi-

dent Daniela Powell has 

dreamed of opening up a store 

since she was a kid, she said, 

and she has finally done it.

“I was in New York when I 

was like 24 or 25, and I saw this 

boutique and it said ‘Daniela’s’ 

on it, and I was like, ‘Oh my 

gosh, there’s my store,’” Powell 

said. “So 25 years ago, I saw 

that and was like, ‘Wow, this is 

really cool.’ And I (finally) de-

cided to do this.” 

Daniela’s sells bath and body 

products, candles, jewelry, 

handbags, cards, magnets, per-

fume, stuffed animals, and ma-

ny other items perfect for a 

gift. Powell hopes to eventually 

transition into selling clothing 

and apparel at her store as 

well.
“(There is) something for ev-

erybody here, for sure,” she 

said. 
Powell said she has worked 

Q�Daniela’s at Main occupies storefront 

next to Yellow Llama in downtown FG

Gift shop opens 

on Main Street

See DANIELA’S / Page A3

STAFF PHOTO: CHRISTOPHER OERTELL

Daniela Powell said she has been dreaming for more than 20 years of opening her own gift store. Last 

week, she officially opened Daniela’s on Main in downtown Forest Grove.

Sunday, July 15th | 8:30am–4:30pm

 Paci! c University in Forest Grove

PRESENTS Details and advance tickets available at 

forestgroveconcours.org 

 For more info: 1.888.359.2530

The 46th Forest Grove Concours d’Elegance features over 

350 vintage, sports and collector cars on the tree-shaded 

campus of  Paci! c University.

Attend the longest running Concours event in the Paci! c 

Northwest! Concours honors the “The Passion of Alfa 

Romeo”  and celebrating 100 years of Chevrolet Trucks.
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Sherwood shines
Bowmen get win 

at Tualatin

— See SPORTS, Page A9
Gone ! shin’

It’s time for the annual 

Sportsmen’s Show 

— See special section inside

PAGE A1

A T
ualatin woman 

who traveled to 

Washington, D.C., 

twice in recent 

months in support of the De-

ferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals (or DA-

CA) policy is 

hoping a per-

manent fix can 

be found to the 

issue that af-

fects her so personally.

Azucena Javier, an 18-year-

old Tualatin High School grad-

uate who now attends Portland 

Community College, said she 

hopes some type of positive ac-

tion is taken soon on DACA, 

the Obama-era immigration 

policy that has allowed people 

who were brought to this coun-

try illegally as minors to re-

ceive citizenship.

Earlier this month, Javier 

joined a group from the Arizo-

na-based #Vote4Dream cam-

paign who journeyed to the 

Nation’s Capitol to push Con-

gressional leaders to approve 

some type of permanent solu-

tion to the DACA policy, which 

affects an estimated 800,000 

people. She made a similar trip 

in November.

In his State of the Union 

speech Tuesday, President 

Trump spoke of offering a path 

to citizenship for 1.8 million 

people who were brought to 

the United States illegally as 

children if they meet education 

and work requirements.

“The Vote4Dream has been 

there every single week since 

after Thanksgiving,” Javier 

said. 
For Javier, both trips were 

eye-openers.

Q�Azucena Javier 

recently returned 

from Washington, 

D.C., where she 

lobbied Congress 

TUALATIN WOMAN FIGHTS FOR 

PERMANENT SOLUTION TO DACA

BY RAY
PITZ

TIMES PHOTO: JAIME VALDEZ

Azucena Javier, 18, recently returned from two trips to Washington, D.C. to push for DACA reforms.
See DACA / Page A7

By RAY PITZ

The Times

The city of Tigard is 

moving ahead with plans 

to implement a new zoning 

district designed specifi-

cally for mixed-use zoning 

in what’s known as the Ti-

gard Triangle. 

On Dec. 12, the Tigard City 

Council, approved the new 

zoning plans for the 500-acre 

parcel of property bounded 

by Highway 99W to the north, 

Highway 217 to the west and 

south and Interstate 5 to the 

east.
The new zoning, adopted 

in August, is referred to as a 

so-called “lean code,” making 

it easier for developers to re-

ceive approval for their proj-

ects. It specifically regulates 

development in the new Ti-

gard Triangle mixed-use 

zone.
“It’s lean because the ap-

proval process has been 

streamlined and develop-

ment standards have been 

reduced or eliminated, e.g. no 

minimum parking require-

ment and no floor area ratio 

(FAR), which limited how big 

a building could be relative to 

Q�New zoning district may spur 

additional development in area

City moves forward 

with ‘lean code’ 

for Tigard Triangle
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COURTESY TIGARD PLANNING DEPARTMENT

This map shows the new zoning district designed specifically 

for mixed-use zoning in what’s known as the Tigard Triangle. 

See TRIANGLE / Page A7

By DANA HAYNES

Pamplin Media Group

It was the sort of night-

mare every family fears. 

Martha Velazquez of Beaver-

ton was making somewhere 

around $1,700 per month doing 

janitorial work. It was enough 

for rent and food, but when her 

son Diego started showing 

signs of hearing impairment, 

she faced potentially astro-

nomic medical bills.

Fortunately, the family quali-

fied for the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program, or CHIP, 

which has made it possible for 

the family to get the diagnosis 

and treatment needed for Di-

ego, now in second grade at 

William Walker Elementary 

School.

CHIP is a federal program, 

created in 1997, that provides 

CHIP critical for local family

Q�Authorization for 

children’s insurance 

program had lapsed 

in Congress

By SHASTA KEARNS MOORE

Pamplin Media Group

Do you know an amazing 

kid who puts the needs of 

others before themselves? 

Or has overcome hardship 

but still perseveres to make 

a difference in their commu-

nity?
If so, they would be a great 

candidate to be honored as a 

2018 Pamplin Media Group 

Amazing Kid.

The deadline for submission 

is 11:59 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28. 

Each Amazing Kid’s story is 

shared in a special section dis-

tributed through the Pamplin 

Media Group’s 20 newspapers 

and read by more than 400,000 

readers throughout Oregon.   

All the Amazing Kids will 

are honored at a gala event in 

May hosted by the Pamplin 

Media Group and featuring a 

celebrity keynote speaker.

Now in its fifth year, Amaz-

ing Kids highlights the work 

young people are doing to 

make a difference in our com-

munities. 
It has featured a high 

schooler rising above home-

lessness, a young duck breed-

er looking to feed the hungry, 

and a hip-hop artist using mu-

sic to build community, among 

many others. 

Newspaper staff from each 

Pamplin Media Group newspa-

per will select an Amazing Kid 

from their respective coverage 

area. In choosing each Amaz-

ing Kid honoree, the Pamplin 

Media Group newspapers 

place a heavy emphasis on vol-

unteerism that makes a differ-

ence in the lives of other peo-

ple.
If you know of an exception-

al young person, please submit 

a brief description of why your 

nominee deserves to be recog-

nized, along with location and 

contact information for both 

the nominator and the nomi-

nee.
Nominees can be a high 

school senior or younger and 

there is no school affiliation 

requirement (homeschool, 

charter school, etc., is OK). 

Know an Amazing Kid? 

Submit your nominations

TIMES PHOTO: JAIME VALDEZ

Diego Velazquez, 8, shows the hearing aid that he received with help 

from the Children’s Health Insurance Program, or CHIP, during a 

recent interview with his mom, Martha, at Virginia Garcia Memorial 

Health Center. 

See CHIP / Page A3
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West Linn’s 
Old Time Fair
Look for the o!  cial 

guide inside this issue

 See INSERT

Dancing in 
the streets
WL’s favorite summer 

dance returns

 See PAGE A4

By CLARA HOWELL

The Tidings

BJ Cerny says she will 

continue dancing until she 

is dragged off the stage or 

physically can’t because 

she uses a walker. 

After all, dance is her love, 

outlet and passion — even a 

skill she has passed on to stu-

dents involved in the West 

Linn-Wilsonville School Dis-

trict dance scene.

“I am very lucky that what 

I am most passionate (about) 

has been a part of my life for 

as many years as it has and 

that right now it still is be-

cause dance is one of those 

very short-lived careers,” 

says Cerny, athletic secre-

tary at Wilsonville High 

School. “It is just not some-

thing you do forever, so I am 

very thankful and blessed for 

that.”
Over the years, Cerny’s 

dance career has led her to 

coach West Linn High 

School’s dance team, do cho-

reography for WLHS’s May 

Day performance and WHS’s 

Springfest performance, 

coach WHS’s cheer team, 

dance professionally for 

Dancing around town

Familiar face makes 

mark in dance 

world, WL-WV 

School District 

By PARIS ACHEN

Capital Bureau

The Oregon Transporta-

tion Commission will hear 

from the public today con-

cerning a state policy adviso-

ry committee’s recommenda-

tion for tolling Interstate 5 

and the Abernethy Bridge on 

Interstate 205 in the Portland 

metro area.

Commissioners will hold a 

“listening session” from 4 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. in the Columbia Falls 

Ballroom at University Place 

Hotel and Conference Center, 

310 SW Lincoln St. in Portland. 

The event begins with a for-

mal presentation of the recom-

mendation and comments from 

committee members and elect-

ed officials. Doors open at 3 p.m. 

at which time people can start 

signing up to speak. Public com-

ment begins at 4 p.m.

The meeting is slated to be 

live streamed on the Oregon De-

partment of Transportation’s 

YouTube channel.

The recommendation, sub-

mitted to the transportation 

commission July 5, calls for all 

lanes of Interstate 5 and the Ab-

ernethy Bridge on Interstate 205 

to be tolled with congestion pric-

ing — a concept that involves 

setting different toll amounts 

based on the amount of traffic.

Revenue from the Aber-

nethy Bridge toll would go to-

ward paying for constructing a 

third lane on the two-lane 

stretches of I-205, from High-

way 99 East to Stafford Road.

The West Linn City Council 

ODOT to take input 

on plans for I-5, 

Abernethy bridge

Public to 
comment 
on road 
tolling 
Thursday

The Tidings

T
he Star Spangled 4th 

of July Celebration in 

West Linn last week 

seemed to go off with-

out a hitch, filling Willamette 

Park to capacity and lighting 

up the cloud-scattered sky with 

an impressive fireworks show. 

Organized by longtime resi-

dent Alice Richmond and her 

crew of volunteers — most of 

the fireworks crew are retired 

and active duty military mem-

bers — the event included a 

live band, rock climbing wall 

and refreshments to keep the 

crowd happy while waiting 

for dark. 

MAY THE FOURTH BE WITH YOU

TIDINGS PHOTOS: LESLIE PUGMIRE HOLE

Sponsors and individual donors help make West Linn’s fireworks show possible. 

BJ Cerny is 

the athletic 

secretary at 
WHS and 

teaches summer 

camps for dance 

teams mainly 

throughout 

Oregon, and still 

manages to do 

what she loves: 
dance.

TIDINGS PHOTO: 

CLARA HOWELL 

ABOVE: Rotary 

Club of West 

Linn members 

wait on the next 

batch of kettle 

corn so it can 

be quickly 

salted and 

bagged for 

waiting 
customers at 

the West Linn 

July 4 event.

LEFT: Return 

Flight lead 

singers Shyle 

Ruder (right) 

and CJ Mickens 

entertain the 

crowd in the 

hours leading to 

the fireworks 

show. 

TIDINGS PHOTOS: 

LESLIE PUGMIRE 

HOLE

See TOLLING / Page A10

See CERNY / Page A11SUBMITTED PHOTO 

BJ Cerny was on the Portland BlazerDancers when the group first 

formed.

62nd Anniversary Celebration

WEST LINN OLD TIME FAIR

JULY 20, 21 & 22 - WILLAMETTE PARK

The OFFICIAL OLD TIME FAIR GUIDE is produced by the West Linn Tidings – July 2018
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Finishing 
strong
Jake Dukart is our 

LOHS Athlete of the Year

See PAGE A18

Strokes 
of genius
Golf program solidi! es 

Yims’ love of the game

See LO Monthly inside

By ANTHONY MACUK

The Review

Demonstrators at the on-

going “Occupy ICE” protest 

outside the federal Immi-

gration and Customs En-

forcement headquarters in 

Portland may have been 

pushed out of the area in 

front of the building’s en-

trance, but they didn’t go 

far: The protesters have set 

up camp on a nearby sec-

tion of railroad track used 

by the Willamette Shore 

Trolley.
The track is part of an old 

rail corridor that runs from 

Lake Oswego to Portland; the 

final 400-foot stretch at the 

north end of the line passes 

between the ICE headquarters 

and an adjacent building and 

ends at the intersection of 

Moody Avenue and Bancroft 

Street — right at the spot 

where protesters have gath-

ered since June 19.

TriMet is responsible for re-

solving trespassing issues on 

the corridor, and a spokesper-

son told The Review on Friday 

that the agency has asked the 

protesters to clear the track.

“TriMet has made a person-

al appeal to the organizers of 

the protest to please vacate 

the trackway, as their protest 

is not about the trolley, rather 

about the operations of the fa-

cility next to it,” TriMet 

spokeswoman Roberta Alt-

stadt said. “Thus far, the 

trackway continues to be 

blocked.”
The protest began with a 

vigil outside the ICE office in 

response to Trump adminis-

tration immigration policies, 

including separating children 

from their parents when un-

documented immigrant fami-

lies cross the southern U.S. 

border.
Demonstrators initially fo-

cused on blocking the en-

trance to the ICE building on 

Bancroft Street, but their 

numbers continued to grow 

over the course of the week as 

Lake Oswego will defer to TriMet regarding the tents and 

barricades at the northern end of the Willamette Shore lineICE protesters’ camp blocking trolley line

REVIEW PHOTO: ANTHONY MACUK

The trolley-and-bike corridor between ICE headquarters and an adjacent building in Portland has been 

closed off by makeshift barricades at both ends since late June, although the bike path itself remains clear 

for people to pass through.

Strokes 
of genius
Golf program solidi! es 

Yims’ love of the game

See LO Monthly inside

See PROTEST / Page A3

By ANTHONY MACUK

The Review

An upcoming Open House will give 

Lake Oswego residents a chance to 

weigh in on a proposal that would link 

the Tryon Creek State Natural Area to 

Foothills Park along the 

Willamette River.

The plan centers on clos-

ing a short but critical gap 

between the two areas by 

building a trail through Try-

on Cove Park. The trail 

would connect with the ex-

isting riverside pathway 

through Foothills Park, 

linking it to a trail that 

starts at the intersection of 

Highway 43 and Terwilliger Boulevard and 

continues into the Tryon Creek Natural 

Area.
The project is in its very early stages; a 

Project Advisory Committee convened its 

first meeting in May, and the Open House 

on July 19 will only be the first round of 

community outreach.

“It was strictly a first-time meeting (in 

May), looking at the feasibility of it,” said 

Lake Oswego City Councilor Jeff Gudman, 

who is one of the PAC members. “It was 

strictly looking at options.”

The PAC includes a mix of residents, staff 

and elected officials representing Lake Os-

wego, Portland, Metro and Native American 

tribes. The group plans to reconvene July 31 

to discuss the findings from the Open House.

Tryon Cove Park is located in an isolated 

area immediately north of the Foothills dis-

trict. It’s separated from Foothills by Tryon 

Creek, and boxed in on all sides by the 

creek, the river and a railroad track that 

parallels Highway 43 out of Lake Oswego 

and then curves out toward a bridge over 

the river.
The project has been in the City of Lake 

Oswego’s Trails and Pathways Master Plan 

since 2003, and it was added to Metro’s Re-

gional Trails System Plan and Regional 

Transportation Plan in 2014. The two agen-

cies are collaborating on the project.

The northern portion of the Cove is pri-

If approved, pathway would 

connect Foothills Park to the 

Tryon Creek State Natural Area

Committee 
weighs options 

for Tryon Creek 

Cove trail

GUDMAN

See TRAIL / Page A9

REVIEW PHOTO: CLIFFORD PAGUIO JR 

Crews began demolition work in October 2015 on the Wizer’s shopping center, which occupied Lake Oswego’s Block 137 for decades.

By ANTHONY MACUK

The Review

I
t’s been nearly two decades since 

the first developer contemplated 

building something new on the 

Wizer Block in downtown Lake 

Oswego.

But 16 years and several iterations of 

the project later, The Windward — a 290,000-square-

foot mixed-use development — is officially welcoming 

new residents, retailers and restaurants to the site of 

what once was a 1960s-era, red-brick shopping center 

owned by the Wizer family.

A festive Grand Opening Celebration is planned for 

July 12, with tours of model apartments and commu-

nity gathering spaces leaving every 10 minutes from 

a well-appointed central courtyard. In many ways, the 

development looks as if it has been here for years.

But the block’s transformation from Wizer to Wind-

ward took more than two years to complete, and the 

project was many more years in the making before 

Years of planning have led to the biggest residential and 

retail addition to downtown Lake Oswego in decades 

WIZER

THE WINDWARD
WIZERWIZER
FROM

THE WINDWARDTHE WINDWARDTO

REVIEW PHOTO: ALVARO FONTAN

When visitors head for The Windward’s Grand Opening Celebration on July 

12, this is what they’ll see: a completed mixed-use project that is already 

home to residents and businesses in the heart of downtown Lake Oswego.

See WINDWARD / Page A10

By ANTHONY MACUK

The Review

the project later, The Windward — a 290,000-square-

Years of planning have led to the biggest residential and 

retail addition to downtown Lake Oswego in decades 

INSIDE: From

the apartments 

and amenities to a 

day in the life of 

residents, 

everything you 

need to know about 

The Windward is 

included in a 

16-page special 

section you’ll find 

inside today’s 

issue of The 
Review. 

New Home Tour in Forest Grove

SummerShowcase2018.c
om
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By STEVE LAW

Pamplin Media Group

Building extra dwelling 

units in Portlanders’ attics, 

basements, garages and 

backyards is in vogue these 

days, with about 600 a year 

getting approved — plus un-

told more flying under the 

radar without city permits. 

Now the trend could expand 

into the suburbs and beyond.

By July 1, a 2017 state law 

requires most cities and coun-

ties to permit one accessory 

dwelling unit or ADU inside or 

alongside each single-family 

home, subject to “reasonable” 

design and siting regulations.

“It’s not just Portland’s 

thing anymore,” said Eli Spe-

vak, a developer who builds 

ADUs and other alternative 

housing, and serves on the 

Portland Planning and Sus-

tainability Commission.

ADUs can fill a vital niche 

By JASON VONDERSMITH

Pamplin Media Group

Portland’s 113-year-old 

amusement park unveiled 

its newest roller coaster on 

March 24.

Riders should prepare to be 

wowed by Adrenaline Peak, a 

name submitted in a naming 

contest by Clackamas Com-

munity College student Wil-

liam Phillips.

Adrenaline Peak starts with 

a 72-foot vertical climb and 

then a past-vertical, 97-degree 

fall. It has a bigger loop than 

the previous coaster (70 feet, 

as opposed to 40 feet), a partial 

inversion and a full corkscrew 

— meaning three opportuni-

ties to be upside-down. And 

the ride takes less than one 

minute — theoretically and 

depending on lines, a great 

number of rides can be had in 

an afternoon at Oaks Park.

“I’m excited,” said Joe De-

ment, Oaks Park ride mainte-

nance supervisor. “I’ve been 

looking forward to this since I 

started working here 18 years 

ago.”
George Kolibaba, interim 

CEO of Oaks Park, held off on 

retirement in part because he 

wanted to see Adrenaline 

Peak through its opening.

“I rode one just like this in 

Minneapolis,” he said. “It’s 

great. It’s the suspense of go-

ing up on your back ...”

Indeed, the vertical ride up 

and 97-degree plunge down 

sets the stage.

“The vertical climb and 

coming down at 97 degrees is 

quite a bit different,” Kolibaba 

added. And, then the loop, in-

version and corkscrew follow.

Overall, it’s a major up-

grade from Looping Thunder, 

the previous roller coaster 

that made its debut at Oaks 

Amusement Park in 1996. It 

had a loop, but not an inver-

sion or corkscrew. The other 

excitement came from speed 

corners.
“It’s a bigger track, a 

smoother ride. The cars are 

bigger,” Dement said. Cars 

seat eight, and three cars can 

PHOTO BY: JONATHAN HOUSE

Oaks Park’s new Adrenaline Peak Roller Coaster includes a huge loop and a corkscrew element (visible 

in photo), as well as a partial inversion, making it three opportunities to be upside down.  

R
obert Aberle, a paramedic who works 

in Clackamas County as 17-year veter-

an of American Medical Response’s 

Reach and Treat Team, is a 2018 recip-

ient of a Star of Life from the American Ambu-

lance Association.

AMR’s Reach & Treat 

Team responds to fallen hik-

ers, climbers and other in-

jured enthusiasts in the wil-

derness areas of the Mount 

Hood National Forest, provid-

ing advanced medical care in 

remote settings.

AAA’s Stars of Life program celebrates the 

contributions of ambulance professionals who 

have gone above and beyond the call of duty in 

service to their communities or the EMS profes-

sion. This is the 19th year Stars of Life were 

honored; Aberle was given the award last 

month during a national conference at Omni 

Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C.

AMR officials say that Aberle, a member of 

the Reach and Treat team since 2001, epitomiz-

es the team’s dedication to caring for patients in 

the wilderness. 

As just one example, in August 2017, a man 

who was canyon jumping into a river suffered 

serious injuries. Due to the remote location, his 

friend had to hike out of the canyon and then 

drive where he could get cell service to call 911.

The sheriff’s office activated a Search and 

Rescue mission and established a command 

post. AMR’s Reach and Treat Team (Aberle 

and his partner) prepared their gear, re-

sponded, deployed into the field (which 

took hours of hiking) and located the in-

jured man. 
They were joined by personnel 

from Pacific Northwest Search & 

Rescue and Portland Mountain 

Rescue. Aberle, an ultra run-

ner, was familiar with the 

rocky and remote location as 

he regularly trained there. 

This ultimately helped 

them reach the man more 

quickly and treat him for his 

injuries. 
When rescuers realized 

it would take up to 10 

hours to move the in-

jured patient to a loca-

tion where helicop-

ter evacuation 

was possible, 

Aberle,  his 

partner and 

other rescuers 

stayed in the 

canyon overnight 

with the patient, with 

Aberle monitoring his 

Robert Aberle recounts dramatic rescue in local forest last year

Singing hits of Barbara 

Streisand, Judy Garland
See AROUND THE REGION, A3
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Old fashioned 
fun
! e Trail Band to bring 

free concert to OC

See ARTS&PEOPLE, A4
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By PATRICK MALEE

Pamplin Media Group

Even a roaring 

waterfall 

couldn’t have 

drowned out the 

cheers from Wil-

lamette Falls Heri-

tage Area Coali-

tion (WFHAC) 

members in mid-

May when they re-

ceived formal word 

from the National 

Parks Service that 

their feasibility study 

met all of the criteria 

for a National Heritage 

Area designation.

“This is huge,” WF-

HAC Executive Director 

Siobhan Taylor said. “It’s 

a huge victory for us, be-

cause their standards are 

so stringent.”

The feasibility study 

was 10 years in the mak-

ing, written with the 

goal of convincing the 

National Parks Service that the 

56-mile stretch of the Willamette Riv-

Feasibility study 

submitted in February 

met all criteria; 

Congress has ! nal say

Feds on
board with
Willamette
Falls area

See PARAMEDIC / 
Page A4

See HERITAGE / Page A4

STORY BY 

RAYMOND 

RENDLEMAN

“It’s a huge 
victory for 
us, because 
their 
standards 
are so 
stringent.”
— Siobhan Taylor, 

Willamette Falls 

Heritage Area 

Coalition executive 
director

With fewer barriers, 

suburbs may see 

more new units

New law could pave 

path for more ADUs

! Adrenaline Peak, named by 

CCC student, replaces Oaks 

Park’s aging roller coaster

NEW RIDE IS A
by 

See RIDE / Page A12

See ADU / Page A9

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Robert, Aberle, a paramedic who works in Clackamas County, trains 

in rapelling down tight spaces in the Mount Hood National Forest.

PHOTO BY: JAIME VALDEZ

Portland ADU consultant Kol Peterson converted this two-door garage 

at a Northeast Portland home he purchased into an accessory dwelling 

unit. Peterson hopes the suburbs will adopt codes that are more 

receptive to ADUs.

Summer 
success

Milwaukie southpaw 

shines for Portland Pickles

See SPORTS, B1
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Clackamas County 
paramedic earns 
national honors
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By PATRICK MALEE

Pamplin Media Gro

Even a roaring 

waterfall 

couldn’t have 

drowned out the 

cheers from Wil-

lamette Falls Heri-

tage Area Coali-

tion (WFHAC) 

members in mid-

May when they re-

ceived formal word 

from the National 

Parks Service that 

their feasibility study

met all of the criteria

for a National Heritage 

Area designation.

“This is huge,” WF-

HAC Executive Director 

Siobhan Taylor said. “It’s 

a huge victory for us, be-

cause their standards are

so stringent.”

The feasibility study

was 10 years in the mak-

ing, written with the

goal of convincing the 

National Parks Serv

Feasibility study 

submitted in Feb

met all criteria;

Congress has !

v

t
s
a
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BRAD MCVAY
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Golf to give
Happy Valley family 

! nds happy coincidence 

at cancer fundraiser

See AROUND THE REGION, A2
Training camp
Pios take ! eld in search of 

winning formula

See SPORTS, B1
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By PATRICK MALEE

Pamplin Media Group

Wastewater treatment across 

Clackamas County now falls sole-

ly under the umbrella of Water 

Environment Services (WES), an 

intergovernmental partnership 

run by the county that consoli-

dates the Tri-City Service District 

(TCSD) — which serves West 

Linn — Clack-

amas County 

Service Dis-

trict No. 1 

(CCSD#1) and 

the Surface 

Water Man-

agement 

Agency of 

Clackamas 

County 

(SWMACC).

The partner-

ship was ap-

proved in No-

vember 2016 

by the Clacka-

mas County 

Board of Com-

m i s s i o n e r s , 

but wasn’t ful-

ly implement-

ed until July 1 

of this year. 

The goal of 

the consolida-

tion, according 

to WES Direc-

tor Greg Geist, 

was to provide 

long-term sta-

bility for ser-

vices in the region.

“Really, the idea of a regional ser-

vice provider for wastewater and 

surface water needs goes back to at 

least 2008,” Geist said. 

“But most recently it came up in 

2016 as we were considering how to 

build additional infrastructure to ac-

commodate the region’s growth. 

And it just became very clear to 

people that we needed to have a 

structure in place that was going to 

give long-term certainty and the 

ability to plan and deliver on this vi-

tal infrastructure.”

B
ryan Tolentino will bring 

the sound of Hawaii to the 

Milwaukie Center with a 

ukulele work-

shop and concert be-

ginning at 1 p.m. Sun-

day, Aug. 19.

Tolentino is well 

known as an accompa-

nist who performs lo-

cally and abroad with 

some of Hawaii’s most accomplished 

musicians, said Claire Ishii, who has 

led the Milwaukie Center’s ukulele 

group, the MC Jammers, since 2012.

The workshop costs $30; payment 

by cash or check will only be taken 

at the door. No credit cards will be 

accepted. The center is located at 

5440 S.E. Kellogg Creek Drive, Mil-

waukie.

Sharing the love

During the workshop, designed for 

players who have progressed be-

yond beginner skills, Tolentino will 

share his love and knowledge of uku-

lele playing, Ishii said.

He will cover such techniques as 

playing up the neck and going be-

yond the basic chords to add musical 

interest to a song. Tolentino also will 

discuss how to improve performance 

skills and get better tones from the 

instrument.

“I am thrilled to have Bryan hold 

his first workshop at the Milwaukie 

Center. He is a renowned musician 

who has played with all the big 

names in Hawaiian music and has 

won and been nominated for many 

Hawaiian music awards,” Ishii said.

Workshop attendees will need to 

know the basic chords and be able to 

change chords with little difficulty.

“I’m looking forward to hearing 

Bryan’s stories about the resurgence 

of the ukulele in Hawaii and its in-

creasing popularity worldwide,” 

Ishii said.

Racking up honors

Tolentino has been the recipient of 

two Hanohano awards, the Gram-

mys of Hawaiian music, for duet CDs 

with Herb Ohta Jr. 

“Ukulele Friends” and “Ukulele 

Friends: The Sequel” both won Uku-

lele Album of the Year. Tolentino 

also was nominated for a solo CD, 

“Ka ‘Ukulele Lele,” that was a Hano-

hano finalist for Instrumental Album 

of the Year.

He is an instructor at both Kame-

hameha and Punahou Schools, 

teaching young adults interested in 

playing the ukulele. 

For more information, call the Mil-

waukie Center at 503-653-8100.

Oak Grove Garden Club to 

host wine-tasting fundraiser 
See ARTS&PEOPLE, A11
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By AINSLIE CROMAR

Pamplin Media Group

Clackamas County Sheriff 

Craig Roberts disagrees with re-

ports by the county’s top prose-

cutor and an independent investi-

gation that he has not been fol-

lowing his own policies to notify 

the district attor-

ney’s office when 

deputies are being 

investigated for 

criminal offenses.

P u b l i c  d o c u -

ments recently ob-

tained by Pamplin 

Media Group show 

that Roberts wrote 

an inter-office me-

mo describing a 

policy of “prompt 

verbal notification” 

to the county dis-

trict attorney’s of-

fice when deputies 

are suspected of 

crimes.
Roberts wrote 

the policy to his two 

undersheriffs in 

2011, about one 

year after CCSO Lt. 

Graham Phalen, 

who was assigned 

to the internal af-

fairs unit, asked in-

vestigators to “hold 

off” on contacting 

the district attor-

ney’s office about 

CCSO Sgt. Jeffrey 

Grahn’s alleged do-

mestic abuse, ac-

cording to a 2010 

memo written by a 

Portland police ser-

geant investigating 

Grahn.
The 2010 memo 

states that Phalen 

asked the outside investigator to 

leave county prosecutors in the dark 

about the case, nine months before 

Grahn fatally shot his wife, two of 

her friends and then himself.

Measure said to 

provide long-term 

stability, but city 

of! cials remain 

uncertain

After CCSO rewrote 

policy, John Foote tells 

county commisioners 

that he sees ‘refusal to 

really change’

County finalizes 
wastewater 

services 
consolidation 

Sheriff Craig 
Roberts 
disputes 
DA’s critique 
of his office

See SHERIFF / Page A5

Bryan Tolentino’s workshop, concert 

will appeal to more advanced players 
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Wastewater treatment across 

Clackamas County now falls sole-

ly under the umbrella of Water 

Environment Services (WES), an 

intergovernmental partnership 

run by the county that consoli-

dates the Tri-City Service District 

(TCSD) — which serves West 

Linn — Clack-

amas County 

Service Dis-

trict No. 1 

(CCSD#1) and 

stability, but city 

of! cials remain 

uncertain

County finalizes 
wastewater 

services 
consolidation 

Bryan Tolentino’s workshop, concert 

will appeal to more advanced players 

player to teach 
one-day workshop

Award-winning

“This has 
been eight 
years of 
this with a 
refusal to 
really 
change. ... 
It’s because 
it allows 
flexibility to 
not tell us. 
And not 
telling us is 
covering up 
misconduct 
that could 
be 
criminal.”

— John Foote, 

Clackamas County 

district attorney

“We needed to 

have a 
structure in 
place that was 

going to give 

long-term 
certainty and 

the ability to 

plan and deliver 

on this vital 
infrastructure.”
- Greg Geist, director of 

Water Environment 
Services

STORY BY 

ELLEN 
SPITALERI SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Bryan Tolentino will teach a workshop for intermediate and advanced ukulele 

players at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 19 at the Milwaukie Center. He is a world 

renowned ukulele teacher and performer; a concert will follow the workshop.

By JIM REDDEN

Pamplin Media Group

As Oregon transportation 

leaders consider tolling In-

terstate 5 and I-205 in the 

Portland area, a recently 

filed initiative petition 

threatens to upend their 

plans. And surveys commis-

sioned by the Oregon De-

partment of Transportation 

say the proposed measure 

most likely would pass if it 

qualified for the ballot.

The Oregon Transportation 

Commission, which oversees 

ODOT, will discuss tolling at 

its Thursday and Friday, Aug. 

16 and 17, meetings. As direct-

ed by the 2017 Oregon Legisla-

ture, the commission must sub-

mit a proposal to the Federal 

Highway Administration by 

the end of the year to toll parts 

or all of the freeways. 

The Legislature says that if 

the federal agency approves 

the proposal, ODOT must im-

plement it, regardless of what 

the public thinks.

But the initiative filed on 

July 27 says such tolling on ex-

isting freeways must be autho-

rized at a statewide election, 

and must be approved in each 

of the counties where tolls 

would be imposed. If it attracts 

enough signatures, the mea-

sure will go to voters in 2020, 

years before the department 

can impose any such tolls.

As part of the transportation 

commission’s work, ODOT 

commissioned an online DHM 

Research study that was con-

ducted in Washington, Mult-

nomah, Clackamas and Clark 

counties in December 2017. It 

found that only 22.5 percent of 

residents in all four counties 

are willing to pay a toll weekly 

or more often. The largest bloc 

lived in Clackamas County, but 

People want freeways expanded 

but not tolls to pay for it

Poll: Voters wouldn’t support tolls
 on interstates 

See WASTEWATER / Page A9

See TOLLING / Page A5

Traffic bunches 

up heading 

southbound 

along Interstate 

205.
PHOTO BY: JAIME 

VALDEZ
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<18	 8%
18-24	 6%
25-44	 19%
45-54	 24%
55-64	 26%
65+	 17%

AGE

Subscriber newspapers reaching Oregon’s most affluent
communities.  Readers are community-minded, well-educated,
home owners with household incomes that skew 10% higher

then what the state census average for each community.

Paid and free distribution newspaper published twice a week
serving the Portland region.  With a news focus on local news

specific to Portland, readership includes people who live in Portland
as well as people who work in Portland but live in the suburbs.
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