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BY MIKE GAINOR
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

A groundbreaking ceremony for 
the Timber Pines Summit Develop-
ment was a step forward for plans 
to put 103 units of senior housing on 
the south side of Northridge Avenue 
just north of Welia Health System 
(formerly FirstLight) in Pine City.

The development will include 
independent, assisted and memory 
care facilities. Summit Develop-
ment has partnered with Walker 
Methodist to provide the services.

Pine City Mayor Carl Pederson 
said that the project would have an 

impact on many in the community.
“We have many challenges with 

housing, as many other commu-
nities do,” Pederson said. “But we 
are committed as a council to try to 
bring things to our community that 
will enhance the economic viabil-
ity of our community – to provide 
opportunities to people to not have 
to move somewhere, but to age in 
place in our own communities.” 

He also noted that the develop-
ment would bring in jobs. 

“We have a college in our com-
munity that has workforce devel-
opment programs that will support 
this project,” Pederson said.  “So 

we’re super excited. I wish you 
could start digging tomorrow, but 
we’ll wait and bide a little more 
time. Collectively, we are all 100% 
behind this project – and we want 
to see it done sooner [rather] than 
later. So we’ll wait to see a bulldozer 
out here and start turning some 
dirt.” 

CBS Construction Owner Stuart 
Bestul said he hoped the bulldozers 
would be out soon. 

“We’re probably waiting for 
spring,” Bestul said. “We’ll get 
this thing going as soon as we can. 

Housing project gets going in 2020

BY MIKE GAINOR
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

A new agreement between Pine City 
offi cials and the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources could have long-term im-
plications for those who own property on – or 
near – the shores of Cross Lake and the Snake
River within the city limits of Pine City. 

If approved, the new shoreland rules would 
apply to all properties within 1,000 feet of 
Cross Lake and/or 300 feet from the Snake 
River, with more rules for properties actually 
on the water. 

The agreement would allow the city to 
deviate from Minnesota shoreland standards,
but would require existing property owners 
to follow higher standards as a condition of 
receiving any kind of city permit. 

Shoreland rules 
under review

Pine City levy 
goes up by $60k

SEE SHORELAND, PAGE 16 

SEE GROUNDBREAKING, PAGE 16 

SEE LEVY, PAGE 16 

BY MIKE GAINOR
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

The city of Pine City has approved a levy of 
$1,561,352 for 2020, up $59,671 from $1,501,681 
in 2019 – a total increase of 3.97%.

What will be the impact on property own-
ers and businesses? According to fi gures 
provided by the city, all property owners will 
pay the city 0.53% more in 2020 – though the 
amount paid in taxes will also likely rise due 
to higher property values. 

WHAT WILL I PAY?
• For a homestead residential property with 

a market value of $150,000, the owners will 
pay $818 in 2020, up $4 from $814 in 2019. 

• For a non-homestead residential property 
with a market value of $150,000, the owners 
will pay $972 in 2020, up $5 from $966 in 2019. 

• For a business with a market value of 
$200,000, the owners will pay $2,105 in 2020, 
up $11 from $2,094 in 2019. 

City offi cials noted that the actual amount 
paid will also depend on any change in a 
property’s valuation. According to the Pine 
County Assessor’s Offi ce, Pine City’s median 
home value increased approximately 10% 
between 2019 and 2020 – and the property will 
be taxed at the higher valuation.

The city offered the example of a home 
assessed at $150,000 for the 2019 payable year. 

Braham mother guilty of murdering son

Shy Ann Hentges

STAFF REPORT
NEWS@PINECITYMN.COM

The case of a Braham 
mother who was accused 
of murdering her two-
month-old son has come 
to a conclusion, with the 
mother being found guilty 
of second degree murder, 
without intent.

According to court doc-
uments, 26-year-old Shy 

Ann Hentges was found 
guilty following a court 
trial on Tuesday, Dec. 3 
by Judge John Klossner. 
Hentges waived the right 
to conduct a jury trial, 
opting to go with a court 
trial instead.

Hentges was original-
ly charged with second 
degree murder and fi rst 
degree manslaughter 
following a nine-month in-

vestigation stemming from 
an incident that occurred 
at Hentges’ residence on 
April 5, 2017. At that time, 
law enforcement respond-
ed to the Braham resi-
dence based on a report of 
an infant not breathing. 
Upon arrival, the infant 
was determined to be dead 
at the scene.

SEE MURDER, PAGE 16 

MIKE GAINOR | THE PIONEER

More snow than dirt fl ew at the Timber Pines Senior Living Community groundbreaking, but construction should start in the spring.
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BY LORI ZABEL
NEWS@COUNTYSTAR.COM

Christmas 1945: “I can 
remember it was the nicest 
Christmas we ever had. 
The American soldiers 
came. They gave us a 
Christmas to remember.” 

Ruth Parker was a 
9-year-old girl living in 
an orphanage in Land-
stuhl, Germany, when 
the soldiers came that 
year. She got her fi rst rag 
doll. 

 “I remember it all my 
life,” she said.

The 83-year-old Sand-
stone resident looks back 
every Christmas to those 
World War II years as 
the local German Club 
meets to plan the annual 
Epiphany service at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church 
of Isanti. 

Many of the club mem-
bers have similar stories 
of hiding in bomb shel-
ters and losing family 
members. Parker’s story 
begins just as the war did 
in 1939.

LIFE IN THE ORPHANAGE
“I was born in 1936,” 

Parker said in her Ger-
man-accented English. 
“World War II started 
in 1939, and my mother 
gave birth to my brother 
in June of 1939, and she 
died in childbirth. My 
dad was already gone as 
a soldier, so then we lived 
with an uncle.”

The new baby brother 
was sent to an orphanage 
for infants while Parker 
and her four other sib-
lings were passed among 
aunts and uncles. 

“My dad came home 
on leave, and he didn’t 
like it – the way we were 
treated,” she said. “He 
found us all kind of dirty 
and not looking the way 
we were supposed to, so 
he put us into the or-
phanage until he could 
come back. And he never 
came back.”

Two weeks before the 
end of the war, her father 
went down with the sub-
marine he served in. 

Rather than being a 
temporary fi x, the or-
phanage became Parker’s 
permanent home. It was 
housed in a convent and 
operated by nuns – and 
held 500 children. 

“For Christmas we got 
nothing,” Parker re-
called. “They would put 
up like a dollhouse, but 
we had to share every-
thing. Nothing belonged 
to us. And after Christ-
mas it got put away until 
next year.”

The memories aren’t all 
bad. Parker remembers 
the children dressing in 
their Sunday clothes and 
waiting breathlessly for a 
set of big doors to open to 
reveal the Christmas tree 
all lit up. The children 
gathered around it and 
sang Christmas songs. 

WAR CHANGES THINGS
Through the early 

1940s as the war ramped 

up in Europe, life in the 
Landstuhl orphanage 
became frightening. 

“People that have never 
been through a war – 
they don’t know how it 
is,” Parker said. “In the 
middle of the night the 
sirens go off. We had to 
grab the mattress, put it 
on our head and run into 
the bomb shelters.”

She remembers the 
shelters being deep in the 
ground and “just like the 
house, like a big under-
ground room that held 
500 kids.”

It was outfi tted with 
everything the children 
would need for an extend-
ed time – food, water and 
bathrooms.  

“We had to stay until it 
was over, until the sirens 
went off – sometimes 
for days,” Parker said. 
“Sometimes we didn’t 
even get out because the 
bombs were fl ying. There 
was a lot of shooting 
going on. It was war.”

There wasn’t much to 
occupy the hundreds 
of frightened children 
during those long days 
and nights. Parker 
remembers playing 
games or knitting, and 
sometimes suffering 
discipline at the hands of 
the nuns.

“In Germany children 
should be seen and not 
heard,” she said. “That’s 
the rule.”

THE AMERICANS COME
Victory in Europe 

was declared on May 8, 
1945, with the uncondi-
tional surrender of Nazi 
Germany’s armed forces. 
From that day on, Amer-
ican soldiers fl ooded into 
Germany.   

“During that time the 
white soldiers and the 
black soldiers were sep-
arate in the battalions,” 
Parker said. “Where I 
lived in the orphanage, 
the black soldiers came, 
so I thought for the lon-
gest time all Americans 
are black.” 

Parker said the nuns 
kept the children in the 
bomb shelters even after 
the war was declared 
over. 

“That was our secu-
rity,” she said. “These 
Americans came, invad-
ed Germany. We didn’t 
know what they were 
going to do.”

Some of the soldiers 
spoke in German to the 
nuns or the children 
saying, “Come on out, we 
won’t hurt you.” They re-
sorted to throwing candy 
in the streets to coax the 
children out.  

“The nuns said, ‘You 
guys cannot go out. You 
got to stay in. They are 
going to kill you. The 
candy has poison,’ and 
all that kind of stuff,” 
Parker said. “But me – I 
always had to see what’s 
going on. I was curious, 
nosy. My curiosity was 
killing me.” 

She said all the orphan 
girls wore little aprons 

that buttoned in the back, 
and she snuck outside 
one day and fi lled her 
apron with candy.

“When I came in I said 
to the other kids (whis-
pering), ‘I got candy,’” 
Parker said. 

But the thrill was 
short-lived when the 
nuns found out.  

“They thought the 
candy was poisoned,” she 
said. “I had to sit on the 
chair and eat the fi rst 
piece of candy, and if I 
wasn’t falling off then I 
could give the candy to 
the rest of the kids – if I 
didn’t fall over dead.”

The simple lack of 
poison in the candy was 
a fi rst step to building 
trust between the nuns 
and the American GIs. 
By Christmas of 1945, the 
nuns allowed a special 
Christmas party. 

“The American 
soldiers came,” Parker 
recalled. “They put up a 
big tent. They gave us a 
Christmas to remember.” 

At age 9 she received 
the fi rst doll she could 
call her own. 

“We all got our own 
little present that we got 
to keep,” Parker said.

ROAD TO AMERICA
From that Christmas 

on, the infl uence of 
Americans would change 
the course of Parker’s 
life.

She stayed at the 
orphanage until age 
21, after attending fi ve 
years of nursing school. 
She worked at a hospital 
while living with an aunt 
in the 1950s. American 
soldiers were still sta-
tioned in the area during 
the country’s rebuilding 
process.  

“All the girls were 
talking about those GIs, 
those soldiers,” Parker 
said. “And I said, ‘I’m 
not going to go with an 
American soldier!’” 

That resolve was put 
to the test one day in a 

restaurant when she 
encountered Minnesotan 
soldier Laurie Parker 
(named for the “Little 
Women” character). He 
and four buddies were 
heading out the door as 
Ruth sat with a lemonade 
at a table near the door.   

“The last guy grabbed 
me by the arm and took 
me out and said, ‘Come 
on, you’re mine!’” Parker 
said, then paused. “My 
husband.”

The unorthodox intro-
duction got her attention, 
and that night she head-
ed out with a girlfriend 
to a local “turmschenke” 
or tavern where the GIs 
were known to frequent.  

“I get there and walked 
in,” Parker said, “and 
wouldn’t you know in the 
corner at the table facing 
the door was my hus-
band. ... He saw me and 
said, ‘Ha!’ and grabbed 
me.”

They took a spot on 
a bench out front and 
tried to converse when 
neither knew the other’s 
language.

“He had a book, so we 

talked with the book,” 
Parker said. “He would 
fi nd a phrase in the book 
in English to ask what 
my name is and all that 
kind of stuff.”

That night, she said, 
Laurie wrote a letter 
to his mom and said, “I 
met a German girl. I’m 
bringing her home. She’ll 
be my wife.”

NO REGRETS
That was 1957. They 

married in 1961 in 
Germany, then came to 
the United States in 1962. 
They started out with 
Laurie’s parents in Rush 
City, where he worked for 
the railroad. Ruth’s nurs-
ing credentials weren’t 
accepted here, so she 
took a waitressing job at 
The Coffee Cup, a diner 
in Rush City.

“Everybody said, ‘The 
Parker boy brought 
home a war bride,’” Ruth 
laughed, “so everybody 
came to see me. They 
had business like you 
wouldn’t believe.” 

 Over the years they ad-
opted two boys, prompt-

ing Parker to become a 
U.S. citizen in the 1960s. 
Grandchildren followed, 
and life went through its 
paces.  

Laurie passed away 
in 2016, but throughout 
their lives he and Ruth 
took regular trips back to
her homeland. She even-
tually reconnected with 
her surviving siblings 
– except for one sister 
whom she never located.

Parker would say it 
was a hard road that 
brought her to where she 
is today, but as she meets 
with those German Club 
friends at the holidays, 
she can reminisce about 
the old country with 
no regrets at leaving it 
behind.    

“I had no home,” 
Parker said. “Once I met 
my husband and we got 
married, wherever he 
would go I go. I came to 
the United States, and ev-
erybody was good to me. I
was never sorry I came to
the United States.” 

Woman recalls end of World War II in German orphanage 
FROM BOMBS TO BABY DOLLS



MEETINGS

Jan. 6 - 10
Monday:  Meatballs and 

gravy, egg noodles, mixed 
vegetables, peach slices, 
pudding

Tuesday: Chicken a la king, 
baking powder biscuit, peas 
and carrots, orange wedges, 
cereal bar

Wednesday:  Italian marinat-
ed pork loin, whipped po-
tatoes with gravy, broccoli, 
wheat bread

Thursday: Hamburger toma-
to casserole, corn, lettuce 
with dressing, cookie

Friday: Baked potato topped 
with chili and cheese, 
pineapple, wheat bread, 
iced cake

Cost is $4.25 for people over 60 
and $8 for under 60. Call the Pine 
City Senior Center at 320-629-
3024 between 10:30 a.m. and 1 
p.m. with any questions.

SENIOR DINING

The Pine City Pioneer does 
not guarantee publication of 
community events. Space lim-
its the size and number of ar-
ticles. Out & About deadline 
is 3 p.m. Monday. If your in-
formation must be published, 
consider placing an ad.

THURSDAY 1/2
TOPS-Take Off  Pounds Sensi-
bly: Pine City Library Communi-
ty Room, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
NAMI peer support: Cam-
bridge Medical Ctr., 6:30 p.m.
Pine City Music Boosters:  
Pine City Pizza Pub, 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY 1/4
Model RR club: Askov, 10 a.m., 
Pine County History Museum

SUNDAY 1/5
AA (Big Book-open mtg.):
Evangelical Free Church, 7 p.m., 
Mary: 320-438-9121

MONDAY 1/6
Celebrate Recovery: Pine City, 
Journey North Church, 6 p.m.
Pine City Blue Star Moms:
Pine City VFW Post, 6:30 p.m.
AA: 7:30 p.m., Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church

TUESDAY 1/7
Pine County Board: Pine City, 
Pine County Courthouse, 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 1/8
Woodcarving club: Askov, 
9 a.m., Pine Co. History Museum
Al-Anon: 725 2nd Ave. SW, Pine 
City, 12 p.m., 612-387-6094, David
AA: 8 p.m., Rock Creek Commu-
nity Center

THURSDAY
JAN. 2

NAMI Connection
A NAMI Connection peer 

support group for adults recov-
ering from mental illness meets 
weekly in Cambridge. The free 
group is sponsored by NAMI 
Minnesota (National Alliance 
on Mental Illness). Trained 
facilitators lead NAMI Connec-
tion groups. The group meets 
on Thursdays from 6:30-8 p.m. 
at Cambridge Medical Center. 
For information, contact Danie 
at 763-219-6236 or 651-645-2948. 

Caregiver Club
On the fi rst Thursday of ev-

ery month the public is invited 
to a professionally facilitated 
“Caregiver Club” from 12:30 - 2 
p.m. at Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Pine City. Sponsored 
by Family Pathways, the confi -
dential service enables care-
givers to exchange ideas and 
information, share struggles 
and the demands of caregiving 
and learn about available re-
sources. For more information 
or to reserve a spot, call Anita 
Sparks at 320-364-1115.

SATURDAY
JAN. 4

Frozen party at the library
On Saturday, Jan. 4, 10 a.m. to 

12 p.m. the Pine City Quiz Bowl 
team will host a Frozen party 
in the community room at the 
Pine City library. Kids are in-
vited to dress like their favorite 
Arendelle character for games, 
music, crafts and more. Ad-
mission is by freewill donation 
with proceeds used to send the 
Quiz Bowl team to the Small 
School National Championship 
tournament in Chicago.

Lions Christmas tree pick-up
The annual Pine City Lions 

Club Christmas tree pick-up 
will take place on Saturday, 
Jan. 4. Christmas trees must 
be curbside by 10 a.m. for free 
pick-up. 

SUNDAY
JAN. 5

Open skating & youth hockey
On Sunday, Jan. 5 there is 

open skating at 12 p.m. followed 
by youth open hockey at 1 p.m. 
at the Pine City Civic Center. 
Call 320-629-6995 for more 
information, or visit www.pine-
cityciviccenter.weebly.com.

SUNDAY & 
WEDNESDAY

JAN. 5 & 8
Adult open hockey

On Sunday, Jan. 5 at 7:30 
p.m. and Wednesday, Jan. 8 at 
8:30 p.m. there is adult open 

hockey at the Pine City Civic 
Center. Call 320-629-6995 for 
cost or more information, or 
visit www.pinecityciviccenter.
weebly.com.

MONDAY & TUESDAY 
JAN. 6 & 7

Auditions for The Odd Couple
The Pine City Heritage 

Players will host auditions for 
The Odd Couple on Monday, 
Jan. 6 and Tuesday, Jan. 7 from 
6-8 p.m. at the Pine City High 
School auditorium. Those in-
terested in auditioning should 
enter through the main doors 
and check-in at the auditorium 
lobby. Visit pinecityheritage-
players.com for information.

THURSDAY
JAN. 9

Magnifi cent Red Hatters
On Thursday, Jan. 9, 11:30 

a.m., the Magnifi cent Red Hat-
ters will gather to enjoy lunch 
at Mon’s Parkside Cafe, Pine 
City. For more information, call 
Darlene at 320-629-4684.

FRIDAY
JAN. 10

PCftA gallery opening
Pine Center for the Arts’ next 

exhibit will feature artist Peter 
Rudd. The public is invited to a 
free gallery opening reception 
with refreshments on Friday, 
Jan. 10 from 4-6 p.m.  For more 

information contact PCftA by 
email at info@pinecenter.org or 
leave a message at 320-629-4924.

MONDAY
JAN. 13

Crafts at the library
Kids of school age can let 

their imagination run wild 
while making crafts including 
snow globes and penguins from 
4-5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 13 at East 
Central Regional Library- Pine 
City. No registration necessary. 
All materials provided. The li-
brary is located at 300 5th St. SE 
in downtown Pine City and can 
be reached at 320-629-6403.
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PHOTO   PROVIDED

Girl Scouts have Grand time
Troop 57479 went to Grand Cinema for a little information about how movies were done in the past before 
going digital and then got to watch Frozen 2.  

Your One Stop Shop For all Your 
Electronic Needs

Carey’s Communications
160 Evergreen Square SW

Pine City, MN 55063
320-629-6808

Carey’s Ben Franklin
24461 St. Rd. 35/70

Siren, WI 54872
715-349-5057

&
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WWW.CAREYSCOMMUNICATIONS.COM

FREE BINGO
For Seniors (Open to public 55 & older)

EVERY THURSDAY
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.

Free Refreshments
PRIZES & FUN
320-629-7272

1305 8th Street SW, Pine City, MN 55063

For S

EVERY 
THURS.

To Go 
Available

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Downtown Pine City • 320-629-9917

Wed., Jan 8
Tues., Jan 7 Beef Stew with BrisketBeef Stew with Brisket

Sun., Jan 5 Soup and SandwichSoup and Sandwich

Mon., Jan 6 Chili & Cinnamon RollsChili & Cinnamon Rolls

Swedish Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes and VeggiesSwedish Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes and Veggies

Meat Raffl e 5pm

Crispy or Grilled Chicken Sandwich w/ Fries & ColeslawCrispy or Grilled Chicken Sandwich w/ Fries & Coleslaw

Chicken Enchiladas w/ Spanish Rice and ChipsChicken Enchiladas w/ Spanish Rice and Chips

Sat., Jan 4
Fri., Jan 3
Thurs., Jan 2

Stuff ed Meatloaf or Patty Melt w/ Mashed Potatoes or Gravy FriesStuff ed Meatloaf or Patty Melt w/ Mashed Potatoes or Gravy Fries

DJ Tuck DJ Tuck 
9pm-1am9pm-1am

DJ - FridayDJ - Friday

DJ Tuck 9pm-1am

Happy Hour
-Every Day 4-6pm



The Pioneer will
Attempt to publish the news as fairly and 

impartially as possible. Editorial comments 
will be restricted to this page, or when po-
sitioned elsewhere, be clearly identifi ed. All 
sides of controversial issues will be published 
within the capabilities of the newspaper. 

Letters to the Editor will be 500 words 
or less. All letters are subject to editing for 
grammar and clarity and must contain the 
undersigned’s full name and their address. 
As a rule, letter writers should live, work or 
have another connection to The Pine City 
Pioneer’s coverage area. Due to space limita-
tions, letters that don’t address local issues 

are not guaranteed publication. 
Staff   reserves the right to refrain from 

printing a letter. Anonymous letters will not 
be printed. 

Letters may be emailed to: 
editor@pinecitymn.com no later than 5 p.m. 
Monday the week of publication. 

The Pioneer welcomes readers’ sugges-
tions for news stories as well as their com-
ments on stories that have been printed. 

News releases should be typed and in-
clude appropriate contact information. They 
will be printed as space permits in the fi rst 
issue possible. There are no guarantees that 
news releases will run.

POSTMASTER: Please send 3579 to
Pine City Pioneer
405 2nd Ave. SE
Pine City, MN 55063-1504
320-629-6771 Fax: 320-629-6772
Email: editor@pinecitymn.com

“Your Best Source for Community Information” 
www.pinecitymn.com

The Pine City Pioneer (USPS 433-160) is 
published for $34 per year and delivered weekly by 
Northstar Media, LLC., 405 2nd Ave. SE, Pine City 
MN 55063-1504. Periodicals postage paid at Pine 
City, MN 55063. Outside Pine County add $9 yearly 
to subscription cost. 
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Jeff  Andres • Publisher

Annette Krist • Advertising Manager

Mike Gainor • Editor

Tahsha Lundberg • Advertising

Lori Schmolke •  Classifi eds/
Employment Specialist

Sara Maki • Offi  ce Manager/
Editorial Assistant

Natascha Watercott • Production/
Design 

Below are last week’s most read stories on the 
Pine City Pioneer  website at: www.pinecitymn.
com

1. Carrying a concealed weapon in Minnesota:
Pine County Attorney Reese Frederickson made a 
personal decision about his safety and his family’s 
security because of the nature of his job and other 
reasons. That decision was to take a Carry a Con-
cealed Weapon (CCW) class. 

2. Years Ago: Disastrous fi re hits North Branch 
in 1944: A disastrous fi re hit North Branch on a  
Thursday morning in December, 1944.  The Anderson 
Fairway store building and the North Branch Review 
offi  ce were destroyed, resulting in about a $100,000 
loss.

3. Pine City Blue Star Moms serve those who 
serve: Pine City Blue Star Moms off er their gratitude 
to the community for all their donations and help to 
package 122 care boxes. These boxes will be shipped 
overseas to the brave men and women serving the 
country this holiday season.  

Are you a current print subscriber? Your sub-
scription includes complimentary access to all of 
the Pine City Pioneer digital content. To access 
it, go to www.pinecitymn.com. Sign in or create 
an account. Select “Subscribe” in the top left 
corner. Choose “Online access for current print 
subscribers - Get Started” and follow the on 
screen instructions.  

PINECITYMN.COM TOP STORIES

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington, 

D.C. 20500 • Comments: 202-456-1111 or 
www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ • Switch-
board: 202-456-1414 Fax: 202-456-4561

                                    CONGRESSMAN PETE STAUBER •                                                        
8TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

126 Cannon HOB, Washington, D.C. 
20515 • 202-225-6211 or Cambridge City 
Hall, 300 3rd Ave. NE, Cambridge, MN 
55008 • stauber.house.gov/contact/email-
me

U.S. SENATOR AMY KLOBUCHAR 
302 Hart Senate Offi ce Building Wash-

ington, D.C. 20510 • 202-224-3244 Fax: 202-
228-2186 or 1200 Washington Ave. S, Room 
250, Minneapolis, MN 55415 • 612-727-5220 
Toll Free: 888-224-9043.

 U.S. SENATOR TINA SMITH 
309 Hart Senate Offi ce Building Wash-

ington, D.C. 20510 • 202-224 5641 or 515 W. 
1st St., Suite 104, Duluth, MN 55802 • 218-
722-2390

 GOVERNOR TIM WALZ
130 State Capitol 75 Rev Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55155 • 
651-201-3400 Fax: 651-797-1850 • Toll Free: 
800-657-3717 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE NATHAN NELSON • DISTRICT 11B 
393 State Offi ce Building, St. Paul, MN 

55155 • rep.nathan.nelson@house.mn • 
651-296-0518.

 STATE SENATOR JASON RARICK • DISTRICT 11 
3411 Minnesota Senate Building, 75 Uni-

versity Ave., St. Paul, MN 55155 • 651-296-
1508 • sen.jason.rarick@senate.mn.

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVES

Warm wishes for the new year
Each age has deemed the new-born year the fi ttest time 

for festal cheer. – Walter Scott

An optimist stays up until midnight to 
see the new year in. A pessimist stays up 
to make sure the old year leaves. – Bill 
Vaughan

It’s that time of year when end of year 
lists proliferate, with scores of self-ap-
pointed experts on every possible media 
platform telling us what were the top 
movies, news stories, songs, scandals, 
apps, crises, podcasts, emojis and Tik-
Toks of 2019. And on top of that, there’s 
that other set of lists predicting what’s 
going to happen in not just the year, but 
the decade ahead. 

Write it on your heart that every day 
is the best day of the year – Ralph Waldo 

Emerson

All of this stuff is interesting, but let’s just pause for 
a moment and take a breath. It’s interesting to look 
backward and look forward – and sometimes it’s useful 
too – but we don’t live in either of those places. We can’t 
change the past. We can’t project ourselves into some 
ideal future. What we have is right here and right now. 
We need to focus on where we are and how to make the 
best of this moment right in front of us. 

Your success and happiness lies in you. Resolve to keep 

happy, and your joy and you shall form an invincible host 
against diffi culties. – Helen Keller

Advice like this is easy to give. It’s not nearly so 
easy to follow. I think it’s important to keep informed 
on national matters, but I fi nd it’s way too easy to get 
sucked into the political soap opera and obsessively 
read everything I can fi nd. When I’m done, I have spent 
a large amount of time fi nding out about other people’s 
opinions, but I generally haven’t learned much. 

Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, 
and let every new year fi nd you a better man. – Benjamin 
Franklin

We have limited quantities of time, energy and atten-
tion, and it’s important to expend those where they will 
do the most good. I haven’t always been great at follow-
ing my New Year resolutions, so this year I want to keep 
it simple – focus on goals, steer clear of distractions. 

I think in terms of the day’s resolutions, not the year’s. – 
Henry Moore

Here’s wishing you and yours a wonderful, happy and 
safe 2020. Happy New Year! 

I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. 
Because if you are making mistakes, then you are making 
new things, trying new things, learning, living, pushing 
yourself, changing yourself, changing your world. You’re 
doing things you’ve never done before, and more impor-
tantly, you’re doing something. – Neil Gaiman

Editor’s

Soapbox

Mike

Gainor



 Currie
 Pangerl &
 Associates, Ltd.
 Certified Public Accountants
 Audits & Reviews
 Planning & Taxation for: Estates, Trusts,
 Corporates, Partnerships and Individuals
 320-629-2090
 1015 Hillside Ave SW, Pine City.

(320) 384-7901

SCHMIDT CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

All types of Residential 
& Commercial Buildings

GERALD SCHMIDT 102 SECOND ST. NE 
Owner HINCKLEY, MN 55037

D E N T A L

Dr. Kristie Roberts 
Preventive, Restorative & Cosmetic Dentistry

New Patients Welcome

320.629.2789
1105 Hillside Ave SW Pine City • www.pinecitydental.com

HOURS: MON.-THURS. 8AM-4:30PM 

“Advanced, affordable eye care delivered
in the manner all patients deserve.”

Pine Eye Associates
320-629-7262  • 866-629-7262

110 Evergreen Square, Pine City • www.pineeye.com

Dr. IversonDr. Garofalo

Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8am-5pm, Fri. 8am-4pm 

Improving the oral health and overall wellbeing 

of our community and it’s members through 

education and meaningful contribution.

Oak Park
Dental

Dr. Dylan Ascheman DDS
505 Johnson Ave SE    Pine City, MN 
Phone 320.629.2282 Fax 320.629.3357

320-629-2282
505 Johnson Ave SE    Pine City, MN •

Dr. Dylan Ascheman DDS
Dr. Carrie Carlson DDS

www.oakparkdentalclinic.com

www.cambridgeorthomn.com

320-629-9944 • 763-689-3134

  Matthew M. Sievers, D.D.D., M.S.

705 4th AVE SW, Pine City  • 140 Birch St.N, #106, Cambridge

Invisalign & Braces - Free Initial Exam
Cambridge and Pine City

Althoff & Nordquist, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

www.althoffandnordquist.com
Carl D. Nordquist Jr., CPA

Robert R. Althoff, CPA

Let us do the work for you!

124 East Forest
Mora, Minnesota

Telephone: 320-679-4846

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Write-Up, Personal, 
Partnership and Corporate Taxes

1300 Northridge Dr., NW Unit #1
Pine City, Minnesota
Telephone: 320-629-6185

Visit www.abc-clc.com
or call (715) 689-3400

10350 State Road 70 • Siren, WI

‘Snow Angel Project’ starts 
new tradition of service

BY MIKE GAINOR
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

Jeremiah Mohr is a 
man on a mission, eager 
to spread the kind of hol-
iday cheer that he hopes 
will make the Pine City 
community a brighter 
place year-round. 

Mohr has started the 
“Snow Angel Project,” 
in which young people 
deliver baskets of food, 
necessities and more to 
individuals and families 
in need. 

“We allow people to 
make nominations for lo-
cals in the community,” 
Mohr said. “We accept 
nominations for a 10 
mile radius around Pine 
City. And then we accept 
donations ... to providing 
baskets for a holiday 
meal, a snack basket to 
people that have dietary 
needs.”

Donations should 
be made out to Im-
maculate Conception 
Church, which is the 
fi scal sponsor of the 
project. Nominations 
will be gathered by the 
New Horizon Thrift 
Store. The Pine City 
High School basketball 
teams have agreed to 
deliver baskets, and 
Mohr hopes more will 

get involved. 
“[New Horizon Thrift 

Store] will take down 
the information and 
put it on our list,” Mohr 
said. “We set up a series 
of questions that will 
dictate the needs of 
the person. Take the 
address, phone number 
and name of this person 
and then we’re going to 
put that on our list and 
whoever gets that basket 
is going to meet [them], 
and strike up a conver-
sation about that person. 
Because it’s not about 
the baskets so much 
as to ... start talking to 
the person and to get to 
know them. It’s a time 
for the community to 
come together and get 
the younger generation 
more involved and out 
meeting people and 
establishing relation-

ships.”
Mohr said he hopes the

effort will catch on, and 
become a yearly tradi-
tion in Pine City. 

“Right before Christ-
mas and the holiday 
time of year, it kind of 
dawns on you that you’re
very blessed, and you 
want to pay it forward 
and help other people 
out,” he said. “I’ve been 
very blessed, so I want 
to pay if forward and put
smiles on other people’s 
faces.”

For more information 
or to get involved with 
the Snow Angel Project, 
contact New Horizon 
Thrift Store at 320-279-
0927.

Driver in fatal crash 
charged with homicide

BY KIRSTEN FAURIE
EDITOR@MORAMINN.COM

A driver involved in a 
fatal vehicle crash last 
August in Brunswick has 
been charged with crim-
inal vehicular homicide 
after allegedly failing to 
stop for a stop sign. The 
crash resulted in multi-
ple severe injuries and 
one fatality. 

THE CRASH
According to the 

Minnesota State Patrol, 
at approximately 8:30 
a.m. a Toyota Camry was 
traveling north on Ma-
hogany Street when the 
driver allegedly failed to 
yield at the intersection 
of Hwy. 70; the car struck 
two Harley Davidson 
motorcycles and caused 
a Victory motorcycle to 
run off of the road. Each 
Harley was carrying a 
driver and a passenger.

The driver of the sedan 
was Par Klaw, 31, of St. 
Paul. According to the 
criminal complaint fi led 
by the Kanabec County 
Court Administration 
Offi ce, a Minnesota 
State Patrol was able to 

interview Klaw through 
an interpreter. Klaw 
allegedly told the trooper 
he was looking at his 
windshield-mounted GPS 
and at the last second 
realized there was a stop 
sign at Highway 70 —be-
fore he could slow down 
or stop. 

Other witnesses at 
the scene confi rmed the 
sedan did not stop at the 
stop sign.

A crash reconstruction 
trooper calculated the 
sedan was traveling a 
minimum of 31 miles per 
hour when it struck the 
motorcycles. 

INJURIES
Some of those involved 

in the collision sustained 
serious injuries. 

On one of the Harley 
Davidsons was:

• Jerrad J. Quenomoen, 
42, of Java, South Dako-
ta (driver); died at the 
scene. 

• Charisse M. Janke, 
42, of Java, South Dakota 
(passenger) sustained a 
severely broken leg and 
other injuries. 

On the other Harley 
Davidson was:

• Bruce A. Johnson, 
48, of Braham (driver), 
sustained a broken ankle 
that has impaired his 
ability to walk.

• Tina M. Johnson, 46, 
of Braham (passenger) 
sustained signifi cant 
injuries.

CHARGES
Klaw was charged on 

Dec. 12 with:
• One felony count 

of criminal vehicular 
homicide/operating a 
vehicle in a grossly negli-
gent manner. Maximum 
sentence is 10 years in 
prison and/or $20,000 
fi ne.

• One felony count 
of criminal vehicular 
operation causing great 
bodily harm

• One gross misde-
meanor count of reckless 
driving

• One misdemeanor 
count of reckless driving

• One misdemeanor 
count of failing to stop for 
a stop sign

Klaw’s fi rst court 
appearance is scheduled 
for Jan. 16 at the Kanabec 
County Courthouse. 

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(844) 347-2104

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

Property tax assessment 
changing in Pine County

BY TAMI RIEDEMAN
NEWS@PINECITYMN.COM

One third of all prop-
erties in Pine County 
are assessed by private 
individuals, not county 
employees. By 2022, these 
individuals will need to 
fi nd a way to pay for state 
required accreditation. 

At a special meeting of 
the Pine County Board, 
Lorri Houtsma and 
Kelly Schroeder of the 
Pine County Assessor’s 
Offi ce, gave a presenta-
tion on the procedures 
and processes of assess-
ing property taxes. The 
latter part of the meeting 
included information 
regarding the future 
status of local assessors, 
upcoming required state 
accreditation and possi-
ble hiring of more county 
assessors.

Currently, there are 
two groups of property 
tax assessors in Pine 
County. One third of the 
county is assessed by 
local assessors consist-
ing of private individ-
uals contracted by the 
townships or cities. The 
remaining two-thirds of 
the county is assessed by 
county employed asses-
sors. Local assessors 
would be responsible for 
the expense to get their 
required state accredi-
tation by 2022. County 
assessors would have 
their training paid for by 
the county.

The meeting was 
attended by township 

representatives and Pine 
County residents who 
voiced  their dissatisfac-
tion with the proposition 
of hiring more county 
assessors, and who were 
unhappy with the percep-
tion that local assessors 
had a higher error rate 
than county assessors. 

Property tax assess-
ment processes begin 
with fi eld work by the 
assessor. There are four 
main components of the 
fi eld work assessment: (1) 
physically view the en-
tire property once every 
fi ve years, (2) review the 
building(s) interior(s), 
(3) measure the exterior 
of the building(s) and (4) 

update exterior photo-
graphs. This information 
along with state estab-
lished formulas and 
classifi cations help to 
determine its tax value. 
Other considerations 
include real estate sales 
of neighboring proper-
ty types, the township 
where the property 
is located, the type of 
homestead, and whether 
the property qualifi es 
for a special program or 
exemption status.

Taxpayers in dispute 
of their property tax 
statement should contact 
the county assessor with 
their concerns and/or 
questions.

TM

1-877-608-2931
Promo code N7017

Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply.  
Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Enjoy a fully guided Hawaiian vacation with beachfront lodging 
on Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in Waikiki on 
Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor experience where you will see the 
USS Arizona Memorial. Visit historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise 
on the Wailua River, and authentic Hawaiian entertainment and 
food at our Farewell Feast. Guided throughout by our friendly Tour 
Directors—your local experts. Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

13 days, departs year-round

BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR
Oahu • Kauai • Maui • Hawaii “Big Island”

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE  JAN. 2

SOLUTION

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Database management system

 5. Soft blue-gray mineral

11. Algerian coastal city

12. A healthy redness

16. El __, border town

17. Part of the mind

18. Female body part

19. Atrocities

24. You can call Paul Simon this

25. Copyread

26. Large integers

27. Large, fl ightless bird

28. Bread and whiskey are two

29. Indicate pain or discomfort

30. Worry

31. Wild goats

33. Belittle

34. More supernatural

38. Wakes up

39. Intestinal pouches

40. Popular dance

43. American state

44. CSI actor

45. Having a keen enthusiasm for

49. Swiss river

50. Restaurant item

51. Intense unhappiness

53. Unit of loudness

54. Increase in velocity

56. Mesoamerican religion

58. Early multimedia

59. Forearm bone

60. An unprincipled person

63. Swarming with

64. Shellfi sh

65. Root of taro plant

CLUES DOWN
 1. More silly

 2. Adult beverage

 3. Iron used for lofting

 4. Noses

 5. Smile

 6. One who examines closely

 7. Lethal dose

 8. Denotes past

 9. “This Is Us” actor Fitch

10. Dabbling ducks

13. Polish beer

14. A type of cat

15. Shows respect for

20. Of I

21. Commercial

22. Chai and chamomile are two

23. Lodging option

27. Geological times

29. Unit of electrical inductance (abbr.)

30. Where G-men work

31. Hot beverage

32. One of the six noble gases

33. Southern constellation

34. South American nation

35. Suitable for use as food

36. The back

37. I (German)

38. Blood group

40. Fit to stand trial

41. Praise excessively

42. Female’s title

44. EU predecessor

45. Acutely insightful and wise

46. Disguised

47. Improved the appearance of

48. Generator

50. The real __, the genuine article

51. Male’s title

52. Home of the Hawkeyes

54. About aviation

55. At all times

57. Military peace offi  cer

61. College degree

62. Indicates position

Pine County reports 41 deaths in 1918 of children under 5
BY KIM DAVID

NEWS@PINECITYMN.COM

10 Years Ago, 2010
In December Pine County’s newest 

deputy, K9 Nitro, offi cially started duty. 
K9 Nitro takes the place of K9 Zapp who 
retired due to age and health concerns. 

K9 Nitro is a 15-month-
old purebred German 
Shepherd who was ob-
tained by the sheriff’s 
offi ce at no cost. K9 
Nitro and his handler, 
Deputy Paul Widen-
strom, completed a 12-
week training course 
on Dec. 4. K9 Nitro is 
trained for tracking, 
building searches, 
evidence recovery, 
drug detection as well 
as other tasks.

The Pine City girls’ 
basketball team was 
all smiles as they 

received their fi rst-place trophy from 
the Royalton Holiday Tournament. The 
team beat Onamia in the fi nal game to 
bring home the hardware; now 6-2, the 
Dragons are on a four-game winning 
streak and play Hinckley at home on 
Tuesday and East Central away on 
Thursday this week.

25 Years Ago, 1995
The Pine City skating rink on 8th 

Ave., next to the nursery school, is 
closed until further notice. According 
to Pine City administrator Bob Voss, 
vandals smashed a vehicle into the 
north and west walls of the warming 
house, making the building unusable. 
The city will repair the structure, but it 
is closed until work is completed.

Shane Roatch, son of Larry and Robin 
Roatch, was accepted to participate in 
the People to People Youth Ambassador 
Program. A seventh grader at Pine City 
High School, Shane will be one of 40 
Youth Science Exchange Students to 
visit Auckland and Rotorua, exploring 
the rain forests and hot springs areas 
on the North Island of New Zealand. 
He will travel to Sydney, Brisbane, 

New South Wales and Queensland in 
Australia to learn about the plants and 
animals and study the tropical marine 
life of the Great Barrier Reef.

50 Years Ago, 1970
David Mills of Pine City and Paul 

Mills of Cambridge have purchased the 
interests of their parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell C. Mills, in Mills Press, Inc., 
publishers of the Pine City Pioneer and 
the Cambridge Star, effective immedi-
ately.

Pine City recorded another year of 
healthy growth during 1969, according 
to records in the offi ce of the village 
clerk. Building permits issued during 
the past year totaled 26 and represented 
$291,897 in local construction. 

Upwards to 400 entries are antici-
pated in the third semi-annual East 
Central Snowmobile race, sponsored by 
the Pine City “Sno-Blazers” snowmo-
bile club.

75 Years Ago, 1945
Eighty accidents from the use of fi re-

arms were reported to the Minnesota 
Conservation Department during the 
1944 hunting season.

The recent purchases of the old Farm-
ers & Merchants State Bank building 
by the publishers of the Pine Poker-Pio-
neer and the Gamble Store building by 
Tom Henderson will result in the mov-
ing of these two businesses to their new 
locations within the next three weeks.

Two telegrams received this week 
from the war and navy departments 
told of the death of Corporal Melvin 
Peter, serving with the army in France, 
and Gunners Mate Ernest Wanous, on 
duty with the navy.

Twins ushered in the New Year at 
Lakeside Memorial Hospital when a 
boy and girl were born to Pfc. and Mrs. 
Christ Bergwick of Brook Park town. 
The girl was born at 12:01 a.m. and her 
brother followed three minutes later at 
12:04 a.m.

100 Years Ago, 1920
It will be interesting to Pine County 

mothers, and others, to know that out of 

41 deaths of Pine County, children un-
der 5 years of age reported to the state 
board of health during 1918, 26 died 
before 1 year of age, three before 2, fi ve 
before 3, three before 4 and four before 
5. In Chisago County only 22 deaths of 
children under 5 years were reported. 
In Kanabec County only eight deaths 
were reported.

Pine City youth folks who are home 
from studies at various colleges and 
universities will be entertained this 
evening at dinner at the Wilcox home.

A “stag” party is to be given in the 
Development Association rooms on Fri-
day at which all members are due. We 
are not permitted to print the program 
for vulgar eyes, but be there to get your 
share.

125 Years Ago, 1895
The Pine County Courier put in its ap-

pearance on Saturday of last week, pub-
lished at Sandstone by Folsom & Haber.
The paper is a bright newsy sheet and 
if the town turns out as expected, the 
boys have struck a good thing.

C.P. Johnson living about fi ve miles 
west of Rock Creek became insane four 
days ago while working in the woods 
near Duluth and was taken to Rush 
City on Wednesday’s noon train. He 
was taken from the train more dead 
than alive and Dr. Stowe was called to 
attend him. He was unconscious and 
it took a couple hours of hard work to 
bring him to. As soon as his senses 
returned, he made a rush around the 
room and considerable trouble was had 
in quieting him. He was taken to his 
home in very bad condition.

THE PIONEER

Classes collect food in 1995
Students at Pine City Elementary collected items for the Pine City Community Food Shelf 
before Christmas break. Pictured with the donated commodities are fi fth and sixth grade 
student council representatives, who took the food to the Pines Family Resource Center. 
Standing, left to right, are Tyler Bestick, Jenah Jacobson, Holly Samuelson, Jonny Samuel-
son, Mike Stahlke, Ryan Brant, Joey Kruse, Joe Bombard, Christina Mosher, Rachel Morris, 
Levi Bodin and Chris Gottschalk. Those kneeling are Nicole Plasek, Desiree Ludwig, Cody 
Youngbauer, BJ Samuelson, Sara Mizer and Leanne Haugrud.

Years 

Ago

Kim

David
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Customer Appreciation

ONE DAY ONLY

Friday, Jan. 10, 2020

Full & Half Pages

Buy up to 7 weeks of Advertising in the

Call Kent at 320-225-5125; Donna at 320-225-5127; or Annette at 320-225-5124
(320-679-2661 Main Offi  ce)

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

K A N A B E C  CO U N T Y
P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T Y

To qualify for this extraordinary offer, all Full & Half Page Ads must run between 
the dates of January 16, 2020 & March 1, 2020.
Not valid with any other contracts or any other offers.

Mora:



8  PINE CITY PIONEER SPORTS JANUARY 2, 2020
  www.pinecitymn.com

Dragon hockey battles from 
North Shore to St. Paul

BY LANCELOT E. FURBER
SPORTS@PINECITYMN.COM

PINE CITY 79, ST. CLOUD CATHEDRAL 48
Pine City girls basketball had fi ve players in double fi g-

ures, as they defeated St. Cloud Cathedral on their home 
court on Tuesday, Dec.17. The Dragons scored 50 points 
in the fi rst half to build up a 23 point halftime lead. The 
Dragons added another 29 points in the second half. 
Final score Pine City 79 and St. Cloud Cathedral 48.

 Meredith Kolling had a big game with 21 points, in-
cluding fi ve three-pointers and seven rebounds.

 “It was kind of a breakout game for Meredith,” said 
coach Ted Hasz. “We all know that she can put up big 
numbers on any given night.” 

Sophie Lahti continues to play well with 16 points, four
rebounds and three assists. Ashley Faur is shooting the 
ball well, hit four three-pointers, scoring 14 points and 
showing her strength with fi ve total rebounds. Ellie 
Hasz battled foul trouble all game, but still managed 
10 points and four rebounds. Makenna Nelson gave the 
Dragons a huge boost by playing great defense all game. 
Nelson understood St. Cloud Cathedral’s offense and was
always in the right spot to defend against them. She also 
scored fi ve points offensively. Kloey Lind gave Pine City 
some assistance, off the bench, with one point, three re-
bounds and two assists. Alaina Steele had a great game, 
recording a double double with 12 points and 10 assists. 
Steele also ended the night with seven rebounds and fi ve 
steals.

  “Alaina has been very consistent for us.” Said coach 
Hasz. “She is doing all of the little things.” 

HUTCHINSON 63, PINE CITY 43
The Dragons had a great opportunity to play Hutchin-

son, one of the best AAA teams in the state on Thurs-
day, Dec. 26 at the Breakdown Sports USA Granite City 
Classic. Pine City came up short, losing to Hutchinson 
63 to 43. Pine City played a good fi rst half and went into 
the locker room at half time with a one point lead 30-29. 
The second half started off well for the Dragons with 
two quick buckets adding to their lead. At this point, 
Hutchinson turned up the defense and became very 
methodical on offense. The rest of the second half was 
all Hutchinson. 

 “We were really looking forward to this match-up as 
we knew Hutchinson would really test us and show us 
areas where we need to get better. Hutch has two qual-
ity bigs who go 6’3 and 6’1 along with multiple athletic 
guards who can really get after you defensively,” said 
coach Hasz. “It seemed that the more patient they got 
the more rushed we got. It is one of those great learning 
experiences that you get from playing great teams.”

  The Dragons were led in scoring by Sophie Lahti 
with 16 points and 10 rebounds. Lily Wilson had eight 
points, three rebounds and four assists. Ellie Hasz had 
six points, four rebounds, three steals and three blocks. 
Alaina Steele had six points, four assists and four steals. 
Meredith Kolling had four points. Ashley Faur added 
three points, two steals and two blocks for the Dragons.

PINE CITY 63, ANNANDALE 51
The following day, Friday, Dec 27, the Dragons found 

themselves matched up with Annandale, who had the 
10th best QRF rating in class AA. After a back and forth 
fi rst 10 minutes, Pine City started to build a lead and 
held off Annandale for the win, 63 to 51. The Dragons 
held Annandale to 19 points in the fi rst half and led 30-19 
at the half. Pine City led throughout the second half 
with Annandale cutting the lead to nine points on a few 
occasions. 

“We showed some good maturity throughout the 
game. Annandale kept fi ghting and we always found an 
answer,” said coach Hasz. “We played some really good 
defense especially in the second part of the fi rst half.” 

Ellie Hasz found multiple ways to fi nd the net and 
ended the game with 20 points, nine rebounds and four 
steals. Sophie Lahti had 15 points and four rebounds. 
Meredith Kolling also scored in double fi gures with 12 
points, fi ve rebounds and four steals. Lily Wilson had 
nine points. Alaina Steele had fi ve points, six assists and 
four steals and Ashley Faur ended the night with two 
points and four rebounds. 

UPCOMING
The Pine City girls basketball has a challenging home 

schedule which includes multiple ranked teams. Their 
upcoming home games are:

 Jan. 7, 7:15 p.m. – Hinckley-Finlayson
Jan. 17, 7:15 p.m. – Onamia
Jan. 25, 1 p.m. – Duluth Marshall
Jan. 31, 7:15 p.m. – Foley

Dragon girls 
win 2, drop 1

BY LANCELOT E. FURBER
SPORTS@PINECITYMN.COM

On Tuesday, Dec. 17, the Dragons headed north 
up to Two Harbors to take on the North Shore 
Storm. The North Shore Storm is a co-op made 
up of Two Harbors, Silver Bay, Cook County and 
Grand Marais.

The extremely cold rink of Two Harbors did not 
slow down the JV boys from setting the tone for 
the evening. The Dragons came out fl ying right 
away and moved the puck as well, ending the night 
with a much needed and deserved win, 4 to 1.

“While watching the JV game, I was very im-
pressed with the way that they played,” said coach 
Grant Nicoll. “The North Shore goalie played 
extremely well and kept the game close.”

PINE CITY  2  0  2  =  4, NORTH SHORE  0  1  0  =  1
Scoring:
Ryder Youngbauer - 1g
Aiden Welch - 1g, 1a
McCoy Leger - 1g
Sully Lucht - 1g
Hunter Danielson - 1a
Daisy Koffl er - 19 saves on 20 shots

The varsity Dragons came out a little fl at to start 
the game; however, ended the night dominating 
play and the shot totals. The Storm goalie hoped 
for the best as the Dragons unloaded 19 shots on 
him in the fi rst period.

 “We had one very poor lapse in D-coverage, and 
it led to a North Shore goal. After dominating the 

fi rst we were down 1-0,” said coach Nicoll.
  The second period was much of the same with 

the Dragons having chances, but did not bury the 
puck.

 “We had kids getting frustrated and not trying 
to work through their frustrations. Instead they 
wore their emotions on their sleeves,” said coach 
Nicoll. “Between the second and third, we talked 
about doing something to change instead of com-
plaining about it.”

  That is just what the Dragons did in the third 
period. They came out fl ying in the third and 
fi nally netted one. After the fi rst one fi nally went 
in, the Dragons were able to pop a couple more and 
take the game 3-1.

PINE CITY  0  0  3  =  3, NORTH SHORE  1  0  0  =  1
 Scoring:
Peyton Smetana - 2g
Jared Carpenter - 1g
Howie Hodena - 2a
McCoy Leger - 1a
Parker Sell - 1a
George Miller - 1a
Alex Laven - 15 saves on 16 shots

The Dragons traveled down to the TRIA Rink 
in St. Paul for the Herb Brooks Holiday Classic 
during the holiday break. On Dec. 28, the Drag-
ons defeated Princeton, 7 to 1, to win the Bronze 
Division. Make sure to see next week’s issue for 
tournament details. 

PHOTO   PROVIDED

The Dragons traveled down to the TRIA Rink in St. Paul for the Herb Brooks Holiday Classic during the Holiday break. 
On Dec.28, the Dragons defeated Princeton, 7 to 1, to win the Bronze Division. Make sure to see next week’s issue for 
tournament details.  

PINE COUNTY  PLANNING & ZONING

Surveys are being solicited to guide the Pine 
County commissioners on the future of the South 
Pine Transfer Station (recycling station). 

The South Pine Transfer Station, located at 17350 
Henriette Rd, Pine City (across the freeway from 
McDonalds), was opened in September 2019 as a pi-
lot project, set to expire in June 2020. The transfer 
station replaced the County’s three unstaffed recy-
cling shed drop-off sites in southern Pine County, 

which were deemed too costly to continue.
The County invites residents to complete the 

survey online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/
DV95QB2 or by picking up a paper copy at the Pine 
County Planning and Zoning offi ce located at 635 
Northridge Dr. NW, Ste. 250, Pine City. Surveys 
will be collected Jan. 1, 2020, through Jan. 21, 2020.

For more information visit the Pine County 
website at www.co.pine.mn.us and visit the Solid 
Waste Department page.

Pine County solicits surveys for 
Pine City area recycling station
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Sixth grade Dragons collect another fi rst
The Pine City 6th Grade Girls have done it again. Their hard work and excellent teamwork has led to two consecutive First 
Place  wins. The team is coached by Jeff  Lahti and Curt Kubesh.  

PHOTO   PROVIDED

Hot shot
Corben Fedder shot his fi rst deer, a button buck on 
opening day morning of the 2019 deer season.

LANCE FURBER | THE PIONEER

Steele signs up 
to run for Bulldogs

Dragon senior Alaina Steele signed her National Letter of Intent. 
on Nov. 19, to run for the University of Minnesota - Duluth Bull-
dogs, and was congratulated by coaches, familly and well-wish-
ers who helped her on her way. 

PHOTO   PROVIDED

VFW Post 4258 2019 
scholarship winners

VFW Post 4258 presented $500 scholarships to two 
local graduates. Kristina Knutson at University of Min-
nesota - Rochester is studying Nursing. Kristina’s mom 
accepted the award due to inclement weather. Emilie 
Skluzacek at St. Cloud State University is studying for 
her Social Work major and Human Relations minor. 
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Proud to sponsor and salute our local churches 

To be included in the Worship Guide or to make changes to your listing please contact Mel at (320) 384-6188 or email mel@northstarmedia.net

Church of Christ
815 7th St. SW, Pine City
10 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship Service
4 p.m.  Evening Service 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. Bible Study.
Contact: Greg Douvier
320-336-8978

Dale Evangelical Free Church
45268 Brunswick Rd, Harris, MN 
763-689-5817 
Pastor/Teacher Dr. Harvey Martin 
Sunday School, all ages 9:00 am
Sunday Service 10:25 am 
www.daleefc.com
Awana, Wed. 6:30-8:00pm
Youth, Wed. 6:30-8:00pm

First Presbyterian Church
405 Main St. S., Pine City
320-629-3592
Pastor Rob Spahr
www.firstprespinecity.org
Sunday Worship Celebration 
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School, Preschool-Gr 6 
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Group 6:15 PM

Grace Baptist Church
1 mile Southwest of Pine City 
on Fairway Road (next to I-35) 
320-629-1374 
Pastor Tim W. Stratton 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
for all ages. 11:00 a.m. Preaching 
Service, 6:00 p.m. Evening Service. 
7:30 p.m. Wed. Bible study, 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Master Clubs for 
children ages 4 to 6th grade.

Grasston Baptist Church
402 N. Oak St. 
Grasston, MN 55030
www.grasstonbaptist.org
info@grasstonbaptisit.org
320.396.2645
Worship Service 9:30am 
Sunday School 10:45am 

Hands for Pine City
Outreach Church 
Meeting in Pine City Library 
Community Room 
Wednesday Nights from 6-7 p.m. 
Pastors Julie & Brad Samuelson
P.O. Box 164 PC
320-496-3009
Hands4PC@gmail.com 
Facebook fan page: 
Hands for Pine City 
Existing to be the hands of Jesus to 
Pine City 

Henriette Community Church
(Free Methodist)
One mile North of Henriette on 
HWY 107 • 320-679-4875
Pastor Marvin Miller
Sunday School, 9:00a.m.;
Sunday morning Worship,
10:15 a.m.

Hinckley Seventh Day 
Adventist
550 1st St. NE, Hinckley
320-384-6167
Pastor: Carlos Rodriguez
Services, Saturday, 11 a.m.
Fellowship lunch 1st and 3rd 
Saturday following services.

Hope Lutheran Church Grasston
Dean Oelfke, Pastor
320-396-3925
hopelutherangrasston.org
Sunday Worship Service 11am
Holy Communion first and third 
Sundays and festival days.

Hustletown Community Church 
(HCC)
Hustletown Non-Denominational
17945 Blue Jay Ln
Pastor Bruce Thompson
651-983-8130
Mail: 1010 3rd Ave SW
Pine City
Sunday School 10:15 am
Worship Service 11:00 am

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church
535 8th St. SW, Pine City 
320-629-2935
Monsignor Alek Suchan
www.icchurchpinecitymn.org
office@icchurcpinecitymn.org
Mass: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 
am, Confession: Saturday
4-4:30p.m., Sunday 9:15-9:45a.m.

Journey North Church
Current location: 
840 Main St S, behind A&W.
Pastor Tim Adams
320-629-6111
Sunday Services: 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery, toddlers and KidVenture 
programs during both services.
www.JourneyNorthChurch.com

Living Water Fellowship
915 W. 8th St. Rush City, MN
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Call 320-358-3818 for weekly Bible 
studies and youth activities.

Open Arms Church of God
406 Pine St., Grasston, MN
320-396-3373
Pastor Gene Sherrod
Spirit Filled Worship
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Children’s ministry

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
825 Golf Ave SW Pine City
320-629-2985
Sunday Services @ 8 and 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Service @ 5:30 p.m.
Blessing of the Orange Mon. Nov. 4 
@ 6:30, Thanksgiving Eve Wed. 
Nov. 27@ 6:30, Blue Christmas 
Thurs. Dec. 19 @ 6:30, Christmas 
Eve candlelight 4&9 p.m.
Pastor Alvin Luedke

Pine City Evangelical Free 
Church
625 Golf Ave SW
Pastor Joel Preston
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. 
Nursery (infant-3yrs) 
Wednesdays: AWANA (Sept-Apr) 6 
p.m.; Joe Gatzke, Student Pastor 
(Youth Group), 
Jr & Sr High 6:00 p.m.
Phone: 320-629-2584
Email: pinecityefree@gmail.com

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
320-629-2935
19390 Ave, Beroun, MN
Monsignor Alek Suchan
Sunday Mass 8:00 a.m.

South Pine Baptist Church
Meeting at Pine City Library 
Community Room
300 5th St SE, Pine City, MN
Pastor Dennis Eng
320-336-9292
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible study at 7p.m.
(Call for location)
www.southpinebaptist.org

Zion Lutheran Church
410 Main St. S, Pine City
Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Growing in Grace Preschool
Mon-Wed- Fri a.m.
Pastor Glen Kleppe
320-629-3683

guideguide

(320) 384-7373 • 710 Spring Lane, Hinckley
www.ElderwoodofHinckley.com

Where You 
Get the Most 
Out of Life

320-629-2561
MEMBER

Serving the Pine City Area Since 1896

A strong, recognized 
voice for individuals 

and families that 
desire freedom from 

addiction
645 3rd Ave SW

Pine City, MN 55063
 320-629-0059

Waxberg Clinic
CHIROPRACTIC • REHAB • WELLNESS

805 Main Street South
Pine City, MN 55063

www.waxbergclinic.com

320-629-5288
Toll Free 888-WAXBERG

I have much to be thankful 
for. I am a strong advocate and 
overall supporter of thankful-

ness. When 
the kids were 
younger we 
even had a 
gratitude wall 
in our kitch-
en where we 
listed the many 
things we had 
to be grateful 
for – things we 
call blessings. I 
believe thank-
fulness should 
be a part of 
each day. This 
is the season 

of giving thanks. I am a propo-
nent.

A columnist might even be ex-
pected to write about gratitude 
this time of year. But what hap-
pens if you’re just not feeling it?

I have a confession:  I just 
wasn’t feeling it. I had no 
reason for my glass half empty 
attitude. Things were going 
well. The kids hadn’t broken 
anything major recently – no 
car crashes or broken bones. 
My husband and I were in a 
happy groove. Our goldfi sh 
appeared content. Even the cat 
seemed happy. Life was good.

It should have been. But some-
thing about me was off kilter. I 
found myself pulling the turkey 
out of the oven. We sat down to 

a wonderful meal. Everyone 
had plenty to eat. We were all 
together. And I should have 
been exploding with gratitude. 
Instead I fi zzled.

It wasn’t coming naturally, 
like it usually does. It’s embar-
rassing to admit – not feeling 
grateful when there is so much 
to be thankful for.

I’d been riding along smooth-
ly, when inexplicably I fell off 
the gratitude train. There was 
no good reason for my lack of 
balance. Nothing pushed me 
off. I guess I wasn’t paying 
attention and just fell. When 
I realized my predicament, I 
knew exactly what I should do.

Get the heck up and get back 
on.

Gratitude is a choice. Some-
times – most times – it comes 
easily for me. Like breathing. 
I am thankful for that. I see 
gratitude in the everyday and 
the mundane. But I also believe 
it is my choice. To see beauty – 
or not. To choose gratitude – or 
not.

Some days it’s easier than oth-
ers: to see the mostly clean car-
pet and ignore the stains. Other 
days, the stains seem glaring 
and it’s hard to be grateful for 
stains. I suppose it’s diffi cult to 
be grateful 100 percent of the 
time. We’re only human – me 
included.

So when the glass seems 
half-empty maybe we simply 

have to practice redefi ning 
it and call it half-full. Habits 
build with time – gradually, and 
if we practice positivity over 
and over and over it just might 
become a habit.

Many of us spend a signifi -
cant amount of time practicing 
various life interests – sports, 
hobbies, education. Maybe we 
should see gratitude in the 
same light. Maybe we need to 
practice that, too.

It’s politically correct, this 
time of year, to be grateful. I 
suppose it’s PC all year long, 
but we’re more focused on it 
during the holidays and one 
day in November in particular. 
But if we want to make our own 
gratitude a habit – something 
as much a part of us as breath-
ing – perhaps we’d benefi t from 
practice.

And when we do fall off the 
train, and fi nd the glass looking 
more empty than full, maybe 
we get back up, take a refresh-
ing sip from said glass and real-
ize we aren’t alone. Just about 
everyone falls off the gratitude 
train at one time or another.

What we do next is what 
defi nes us.

JILL PERTLER is an award-winning syndicated 
columnist, published playwright, author and 
member of the National Society of Newspaper 
Columnists. Don’t miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

Get on the gratitude train
INSPIRATIONS

Slices 

of Life

Jill

Pertler

MIKE GAINOR | THE PIONEER

Mother and child
Rick Oxley cut out a piece of walnut to repair his walnut gun 
stock. After placing it in the stock, he realized it had a pattern in 
the grains, which seemed to form the image of mother cradling 
a child. 
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PCHS 2019-20 fi rst quarter honor roll
Principal’s List
SEVENTH GRADE
Anderson, Owen H.
Ausmus, Charles W.
Bergeron, Anthony
Berube, Bryer M.
Bombard, Amelia J.
Brown, Rachel
Burch, Abbigale
Burton, Alayna J.
Christenson, Kaylie
Grover, Jackson L.
Hanson, Aidan D.
Helseth, Stella M.
Hiler, Kacee
Huettl, Benjamin T.
Iglesias, Maya L.
Johnson-Maldonado, Gianni L.
Lein, Calvin
Macho, Morgan
McDaniel, Sawyer D.
Meysembourg, Josephine M.
Milliman, Daniel
Patzoldt, Nia Y.
Perreault, Peyton
Peterson, Jace
Reiser, Brecken H.
Root, Samantha
Rootkie, Aaron M.
Simon, Elizabeth
St Germain, Peyton E.
Stewart, Nicholas
Wallenberg, Kadence
Wiener, Austin
Willert, Bryer
                    
EIGHTH GRADE
Aagaard, Abigayle E.
Babolik, Elsa
Bombard, Hannah
Broz, Gavin
Broz, Morgan
Clark, Dakota L.
Foss, Deacon D.
Hermanson, Emma
Hirsch, Luke R.
Johnson, Eva J.
Johnson, Greyson
Lind, Hayden J.
Olson, Sophia
Petersen, Waylon E.
Preston, Jace M.
Roubinek, Lena G.
Schneider, Lilly M.
Shellito, Brooklyn C.
Tomczyk, Jena B.
Unverzagt, Allison
Youngbauer, Brenna
                       
NINTH GRADE
Ausmus, Fredrick M.
Blatz, Lydia
Bombard, Madyson
Brady, David
Brinker, Joshua
Brown, William
Cavallin, Vivian M.
Erickson, Bryce
Fix, Siarra E.
Gregg, Benjamin
Horak, Grace M.
Huff, Daisy
Johnson, Emma
Lahti, Sophia F.
Lind, Kloey
Lind, Mason
Maish, Dannie J.
McKellar, Chloe
Peters, Ashley
Reynolds, Paige A.
Rivard, Mariah P.
Rothbauer, Brianna S.
Schultz, Eli
Sell, Addison
Sell, Ella
Strike, Emma
Tomczyk, Lisa V.
                       
TENTH GRADE
Berglund, Madisen K.
Blaisdell, Colton
Ennen, Haeven
Fromm, Miriam
Gerner, Chloe
Gutz, Jasmine R.
Kemen, Beth
Macho, Meaghan A.
Merrick, Rhaya
Miller, Dorothy J.
Nascene, Carissa L.

Overtoom, Micah J.
Peterson, Kaleigha R.
Reiser, Brynna
Rydberg, Mason
Welch, Aidan A.
Westerman, Kadi J.
                    
ELEVENTH GRADE
Adams, Lydia S.
Arhart, Carter J.
Ausmus, George E.
Bombard, Brayden
Brinker, Jeremy
Cavallin, Allison M.
Cavallin, Danielle
Doenz, Amber
Englund, Jacob R.
Foster, Ellee E.
Hasz, Ellie
Haug, Holly
Huff, Graci
Miller, Kaitlyn
Moore, Tristen B.
Nutt, Cody J.
Schultz, Ella
Tayerle, Kensington
Techathaicharoen, Sittipoj - 
Beam
Tyberg, Ellyse
Vang, Hla L.
Vinaja, Ainsley J.
                              
TWELFTH GRADE
Bombard, Sarah J.
Degiorgis, Martina
Depoppe, Trever
Doyle, Alexis M.
Erickson, Kelsey
Faur, Ashley
Fromm, Christian
Helseth, Isabelle
Jarveis, Tristan R.
Jusczak, Konnor L.
Lind, Koleman
Long, Matthew A.
Lotz, Joshua
Maiwurm, Colin
Merrick, Jacob
Miller, George N.
Miller, Noah
Pantlin, Scarlet R.
Preston, Joel A.
Root, Megan
Simon, Kaitlyn
Webster, Nathaniel B.
Wersal, Brice
Wicktor, Tanner
                         
A Honor Roll
SEVENTH GRADE
Babolik, Macie
Berg, Paige J.
Berglund, Colson
Bergstrom, Carmen E.
Bloomquist, Luke B.
Bombard, Paige
Brady, Noah J.
Fromm, Eli
Kinn, Derrick J.
Kozisek, Julian B.
McKinney, Roman A.
Nelson, Alayna
Peetz, Braxton
Potter, Beverly A.
Remme, Waylan A.
Schurmeier, Brody J.
St Germain, Nicholas B.
Wilson, Gavin
Wilson, Levi A.
                           
EIGHTH GRADE
Belsheim, Emma E.
Blake, Matthew W.
Burton, Janelle A.
Charles, Samantha
Enright, Caitlin A.
Hazelton, Trevor
Holmstrom, Chase
Jusczak, Karly K.
Karas, Brody P.
Kraft, Jack
Kubesh, Tucker
Laven, Natalie L.
Mohr, Tyler F.
Schlichting, Caden J.
Strauch, Benjamin
Swanson, Christian
Tayerle, Brody L.
Valvoda, Lexa
Wicktor, Spencer

Wilberg, Sydney A.
                          
NINTH GRADE
Betters, Keith
Cummings, Riley
Danielson, Briana
Emmons, Claire
Hasz, Isaiah
w
Klar, Shelby A.
Palmer, Aidan
Vang, Gao Yer J.
                     
TENTH GRADE
Goff, Kenneth B.
Goodner, Jacob D.
Jusczak, Kameron J.
Linnell, Seth
Pulley, Jet L.
Schneider, Samantha M.
Waxberg, Cole J.
                    
ELEVENTH GRADE
Carpenter, Jared M.
Cummings, Brett
Fromm, Caleb
Hegge, Chloe
Johnson, Ellaina
Lorsung, Katelyn M.
                        
TWELFTH GRADE
Dunbar, Olivia
Nutt, Amanda
Nutt, Kaitlyn
Perri, Elisa
Quaderer, Anthony J.
Thieman, Aaleaha M.
                            
B Honor Roll
SEVENTH GRADE
Ames, Henry
Benson, Emma M.
Betters, Frank
Bombard, Luke D.
Brown, Raiden
Brunett, Saphira A.
Buirge, Kieya J.
Burns, Nathaniel C.
Christian, Austin M.
Dock, Annika L.
Doten, Ziana L.
Dunks, Savannah J.
Ganote, Landon J.
Hansen, Graham
Hegge, Beau
Horak, Ethan
Janowski, Hateya
Kolecki, Logan
LaBine, Meranda A.
Lewellin, Easton S.
Lord, Daimien T.
Maish, Delilah L.
Nolan, Cody L.
Norring, Briana M.
Norton, Amber N.
Nowling, Wyatt
Olson, Alyssa G.
Ostenson, Ayden
Phipps, Samantha R.
Pickett, Valerie L.
Prenatt, Abby M.
Randall, Kaylee
Sanborn, Laina
Shellito, Marah
Skluzacek, Sean D.
Stewart, Sawyer W.
Thieman, Holly J.
Verret, Claire
Wasson, Tucker
Westberg, Jayden C.
Willert, Brynn M.
                       
EIGHTH GRADE
Basta, Ashley
Basta, Bianca
Becerra, Rosita M.
Bemrose, Daniel R.
Benzinger, Kate M.
Blaiser, Evan A.
Blatz, Elliot
Blegen, Ricki
Clepper, Ricky J.
Comstock, Zoe
Dalen, Oliver
Danielson, Ava
Dwyer, Ryan P.
Evans, Alexzander
Fix, Hayden B.
Gribauval, Oscar
Hall, Caleb

Haug, Hunter
Hicks, Daniel
Hochban, Julia
Jonsgaard, Kaya R.
Knudson, Maxym
Kotzin, Ava L.
LeMon, Mason S.
Lotz, Samantha K.
McLain, Hayden L.
Mikyska, Malia
Novak, Ellie
Olsen, Solei A.
Overtoom, Marek
Paulson, Jacob
Potter, Bailey M.
Rockstroh, Autumn S.
Root, Noah J.
Rydberg, Arissa
Rydberg, Ava J.
Sanchez, Irma I.
Staber, Sage R.
Struss, Lily R.
Thieman, Summer A.
Toman, Steven
Treu, Jacob A.
Waldron, Maria Selena M.
Watts, Zachary B.
Wimmer, Grace
Winters, Andee V.
                         
NINTH GRADE
Anderson, Grace M.
Arhart, Landon G.
Bell, Braden N.
Bulera, Rowan
Burdine, Aliyah R.
Burns, Abigail E.
Charles, Mason
Duclos, Andrew
Faur, Griffi n
Fedder, Caden T.
Hackett, Taylor A.
Hudlow, Jada M.
Jacobson, Seree T.
Jahnz, Isaac
Jarveis, Isabelle
Johnson, Levi N.
Keeney, Brent
Lancaster, Clare M.
Leger, McCoy R.
LeMon, Madisson L.
Lynaugh, Selena R.
Maxey, Rowan P.
Nilo, Jhans L.
Patzoldt, Cody
Plasek, Nicholas
Prihoda, Ryan J.
Pulley, Maggie
Sandell, Robert L.
Schneider, Jasmine E.
Schueller, Gavin
Schumacher, Gabriella
Seals, Ashton
Smetana, Maggie J.
Stish, Carder
Sturgul, Brooke M.
Sydney, Lamont
Torgerson, Damion J.
Tracy, Emma
Tyberg, Carly
Wasche, Dylan
Wiener, Maddox T.
Willhite, Earl
Wilson, Luke J.
Youngbauer, Ryder
                       
TENTH GRADE
Andersen-Hernandez, Dylan R.
Blake, Claire
Cummings, Ryan
Danielson, Hunter
Dee, Levi D.
Drevecky, Terry
Elliot, Abigail
Elliot, Madeline
Erickson, Ella M.
Harapat, Shaleah
Hart, Willow-Rai L.
Hiler, Edwin
Jahnz, Grace
James, Samuel T.
Johnson, Alex I.
Johnson, Timothy C.
Juhl, Jarred
Kinn, Aereona M.
Knutson, Casey
Lindahl, Jacob L.
Meyers, Kaylee A.
Miche, Colin D.
Mikyska, Mason

Montbriand, Elivia R.
Olson, Mason J.
Petersen, Dylan
Plasek, Ryan
Prihoda, Kaitlyn K.
Root, Elijah
Rydberg, Hailee
Thieman, Jason G.
Whittaker, Kaia E.
Willert, Drake
Wimmer, Joseph B.
  
ELEVENTH GRADE
Aikin, Paige M.
Bjorklund, Chase
Bulera, Tobias G.
Crawford, Adeline M.
Davis, Austin
Dupla, Jennifer K.
Emmons, Charles R.
Evans, Liliana M.
Gilbert, Skye L.
Hall, Wheeler
Hancock, Anika M.
Husom, Olivia
Johnson, Melissa R.
Joyner, Christina
Kelleher, Isaiah
Kuhn, Cara K.
LaBore, Jordan D.
Lindahl, Brianna
Lindahl, Kylee
Loucks, Mason
Miklya, Ethan
Norman-Gruis, Sada A.
Olson, Megan M.
Peacock, Hunter
Podvin, Cooper D.
Quaderer, Alana M.
Robinson, Isabella
Runyan, William F.
Sandell, Dakotah R.
Schmidt, Troy L.
Schultz, Abigail
Schwietz, Caitlyn
Sell, Parker
Siltanen, Elizabeth S.
Smetana, Peyton
Somora, Autumn
Stransky, Molly
Struss, Lukas R.
Stumne, Caleb
Svor-Sigurdsen, Madilynn R.
Werlein, Connor J.
Wilson, Zoe M.
Wimmer, Emily
Zabaske-Westveer, Lilyanna
Zeman, Maya
                    
TWELFTH GRADE
Blatz, Ethan A.
Dalen, Tucker L.
David, Vincent J.
Dini, Frida
Erickson, Jack
Gamec, Justin E.
James, Emily E.
Johanson, Charlee J.
Kearns, Jaylun D.
Koffl er, Dominic D.
LaBore, Nickolas K.
Miller, Dominic
Milliman, Hailey C.
Ng, Issac
Raudabaugh, Trent M.
Reynolds, Kelsey M.
Sanders, Isabelle
Steele, Alaina
Vo, Kenny T.
Waxberg, Duke
West, Tryston
Westbrook, Gabriel
Wilson, Lily E.
Yang, Jerry
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Dec. 16 - 22
Theft, burglary, vandalism
Dec. 16, 9:05 a.m., report of fraud/scam/

ID, 3rd Ave. SE, Pine City.
Dec. 17, 12:32 p.m., report of fraud/scam/

ID, Hillside Ave. SW, Pine City.
Dec. 18, 2:19 p.m., report of theft, 5th St. 

SE, Pine City.
Dec. 19, 1:25 p.m., report of theft, Evergreen 

Sq. SW, Pine City.
Dec. 20, 12:06 a.m., report of burglary, 9th 

St. SW, Pine City.
Dec. 20, 5:58 p.m., report of burglary, Ma-

ple Grove Rd., Pine City.

Miscellaneous

Dec. 16, 11:02 a.m., report of suicide threat, 
Main St. S, Pine City.

Dec. 18, 5:31 p.m., report of disturbance, 
8th St. SW, Pine City.

Dec. 18, 8:00 p.m., report of suicide threat, 
Loon Dr., Pine City.

Dec. 21, 5:03 p.m., report of vehicle in 
ditch, Hillside Ave. SW, Pine City.

Jail roster

Dec. 16, William Gary Gilbert, hold for oth-
er agency, drugs- 5th degree.

Dec. 16, Thomas James Szmiot, hold for 
other agency, traffi  c- drivers license- driv-
ing after cancellation.

Dec. 16, Christopher Scott Dronen, proba-
ble cause, domestic assault- misdemean-
or. Released Dec. 18.

Dec. 16, Trayton Travis Smith, probable 
cause, theft- take/drive motor vehicle- no 
owner consent. Released Dec. 17.

Dec. 16, Kim Lavern Ammerman, prob-
able cause, 3rd degree driving while im-
paired. Released Dec. 16.

Dec. 16, Ashley Ann Rix,  Pine County war-
rant: failure to appear, disorderly conduct; 
domestic assault- misdemeanor- inten-
tionally infl icts/attempts to infl ict bodily 
harm on another. Released Dec. 16.

Dec. 17, Corduroy Lee Lyman, Pine County 
warrant, contempt of court- penalty.

Dec. 17, Doreen Milligan-Smith, Pine 
County warrant, hold for other agency, 
drugs- 5th degree- possess schedule 
1,2,3,4- not small amount marijuana.

Dec. 17, Kevin Lee Brahs, Pine County war-
rant: bench- misdemeanor drugs- 5th 
degree- possess schedule 1,2,3,4- not 
small amount marijuana; traffi  c- drivers 
license- driving after cancellation; theft- 
take/use/transfer movable property- no 
consent; fi nancial transaction card fraud- 
use- no consent. Released Dec. 19.

Dec. 17, Emily Kaye Schuster, Pine Coun-
ty warrant: arrest- felony, obstruct legal 
process- lawful execution legal process; 
introduce contraband- dug/liquor into 
jail/lockup/prison; drugs- 5th degree- 
possess schedule 1,2,3,4- not small 
amount marijuana. Released Dec. 18.

Dec. 17, Roger Martin Thompson Jr., Pine 
County warrant: arrest- gross misde-
meanor, traffi  c- drivers license- driving 
after suspension; drugs- 5th degree- pos-
sess schedule 1,2,3,4- not small amount 
marijuana. Released Dec. 18.

Dec. 18, Kaitlyn Rose Bettinger, Pine 
County warrant, drugs- 5th degree- pos-
sess schedule 1,2,3,4- not small amount 
marijuana.

Dec. 18, Shaun James Belisle, hold for 
other agency: bench felony warrant, traf-
fi c- drivers license- driving after cancel-
lation- inimical to public safety; fugitive 
from justice from other state. Released 
Dec. 20.

Dec. 18, Jay Michael Hazeman, hold for 
other agency: unspecifi ed warrant, drugs- 
4th degree- sale- schedule1,2,3 but not 
marijuana. Released Dec. 20.

Dec. 18, Donald Gerard Heilman II, hold 
for other agency: unspecifi ed warrant, 
drugs- 5th degree- possess schedule 
1,2,3,4- not small amount marijuana; do-
mestic abuse, violates 2 or more OFP w/
in 10 years of previous conviction/adj of 
delinq. Released Dec. 19.

Dec. 18, Melissa Ann Maloney, Pine Coun-
ty warrant: bench- gross misdemeanor, 
drugs- 5th degree- possess schedule 
1,2,3,4- not small amount marijuana.

Dec. 18, Justin James Schultz, hold for 
other agency: bench- misdemeanor war-
rant. Released Dec. 18.

Dec. 19, Justein Marie Parks, hold for other 

agency, domestic abuse no contact order- 
violate no contact order- within 10 years 
of previous conviction; Pine County war-
rant, drugs- 5th degree- possess sched-
ule 1,2,3,4- not small amount marijuana; 
domestic assault- GM - subsequent vio-
lation.

Dec. 19, Gary Ronald Roberts, Pine County 
warrant, domestic assault- GM- subse-
quent violation.

Dec. 19, Karlin Edward Korvela, probable 
cause, domestic assault- misdemeanor. 
Released Dec. 20.

Dec. 19, Nathanael Matthew Putbrese, 
hold for other agency: unspecifi ed war-
rant, giving peace offi  cer false name- of 
another person. Released Dec. 20.

Dec. 19, Nicholas Ander Robey, Pine 
County warrant: arrest- misdemeanor, 
trespass- occupy/enter dwelling/locked/
posted build. Released Dec. 20.

Dec. 19, Mackenzie Charles Gabert, Pine 
County warrant: failure to appear war-
rant, disorderly conduct. Released Dec. 
20.

Dec. 20, Natasha Sanchez, hold for other 
agency, theft; probable cause, fugitive 
from justice from other state.

Dec. 20, Layton Qynn Gunderson, prob-
able cause, traffi  c- drivers license- driv-
ing after cancellation- inimical to public 
safety.

Dec. 20, Timothy Adam Benjamin, Pine 
County warrant, traffi  c- drivers license- 
driving after cancellation- inimical to 
public safety; fl eeing a peace offi  cer in a 
motor vehicle- case was unfounded.

Dec. 20, Chris James Buirge, Pine County 
warrant, fi nancial transaction card fraud- 
use- no consent; theft- obtain services- 
no payment.

Dec. 20, Danielle Marie Ledoux, hold for 
other agency, drugs- 5th degree con-
trolled substance- possession; aggravat-
ed robbery- 1st degree; Pine County war-
rant, theft- take/use/transfer movable 
property- no consent.

Dec. 20, Jared Ross Firle, probable cause, 
traffi  c- DWI- operate motor vehicle under 
infl uence of alcohol; DWI- operate motor 
vehicle- alcohol concentration .08 within 
2 hours. Released Dec. 20.

Dec. 21, Christine Holman, probable cause, 
domestic assault.

Dec. 21, Zeronica Dayle Sjolie, Pine Coun-
ty warrant, drugs- 5th degree- possess 
schedule 1,2,3,4- not small amount mar-
ijuana.

Dec. 21, Spring Dawn Staples, drugs- 5th 
degree- possess schedule 1,2,3,4- not 
small amount marijuana.

Dec. 21, Jessica Ann Richardson, probable 
cause, traffi  c- open bottle law, drinking 
and consumption; DWI- operate motor 
vehicle- alcohol concentration .08 within 
2 hours; DWI- 4th degree driving while im-
paired; DWI- operate motor vehicle under 
infl uence of alcohol. Released Dec. 21.

Dec. 22, Joshua Robin Smith, Pine County 
warrant, traffi  c- reckless driving, drives 
consciously disregarding a substantial or 
unjustifi able risk; fl eeing peace offi  cer in a 
motor vehicle; fl eeing a peace offi  cer by a 
means other than a motor vehicle.

Dec. 22, Alexandra Boleen, probable 
cause, drugs- 5th degree- possess sched-
ule 1,2,3,4- not small amount marijuana.

Dec. 23 - 29
Theft, burglary, vandalism

Dec. 26, 4:44 p.m., report of theft, Ever-
green Sq. SW, Pine City.

Dec. 27, 2:41 p.m., report of damage to 
vehicle, Evergreen Sq. SW, Pine City.

Dec. 27, 6:45 p.m., report of burglary, 
Evergreen Sq. SW, Pine City.

Miscellaneous

Dec. 24, 1:17 a.m., report of disturbance, 
Evergreen Rd., Pine City.

Dec. 26, 9:12 a.m., report of adult abuse, 
3rd Ave. SW, Pine City.

Dec. 28, 5:43 a.m., report of domestic 
disturbance, Beroun Crossing, Pine City.

Jail roster

Dec. 23, Timothy Adam Benjamin, hold 
for other agency, drugs- 5th degree; 
probable cause, fugitive from justice 

from other state.
Dec. 23, Stephanie Boyland, Pine County 

warrant, fi nancial transaction card fraud-
use- no consent; hold for other agency, 
identity theft.

Dec. 23, Joshua Robin Smith, Pine County 
warrant, drugs- mfr or attempt to mfr 
meth in  presence of child or vulnerable 
adult; drugs- 5th degree- possess sched-
ule 1,2,3,4- not small amount marijuana.

Dec. 23, Bernard Anderson Sr., hold for 
other agency, fugitive from justice from 
other state. Released Dec. 27.

Dec. 23, Scott Chris Schultz, Pine County 
warrant: probation violation- FE, drugs- 
5th degree- possess schedule 1,2,3,4- not 
small amount marijuana. Released Dec. 
26.

Dec. 23, Gregory Lyle Hamilton, hold for 
other agency: probation violation- GM. 
Released Dec. 24.

Dec. 24, Jessica Marie Sampair, probable 
cause, traffi  c- drivers license- driving 
after revocation. Released Dec. 24.

Dec. 24, Robert John Manuel, hold for 
other agency: bench felony warrant. 
Released Dec. 26.

Dec. 24, Kristopher Guy Collier, proba-
ble cause, traffi  c- DWI- operate motor 
vehicle- alcohol concentration .08 within 
2 hours; DWI- 4th degree driving while 
impaired. Released Dec. 24.

Dec. 25, Roger Frank Schmitz, probable 
cause, terroristic threats- cause or at-
tempt cause terror, assault- 2nd degree- 
dangerous weapon.

Dec. 26, Ricky James Bedell, hold for 
other agency.

Dec. 26, William John Hellow, probable 
cause, 4th degree driving while impaired; 
traffi  c- DWI- operate motor vehicle 
under infl uence of controlled substance. 
Released Dec. 27.

Dec. 26, Joshua John Hiler, probable 
cause, traffi  c- drivers license- driving 
after revocation; drugs- 5th degree con-
trolled substance- possession. Released 
Dec. 27.

Dec. 26, Keith William Smith, probable 
cause, domestic assault- misdemeanor. 
Released Dec. 27.

Dec. 26, Jacob Richard Stauff er, probable 
cause, fi nancial exploitation- of vulner-
able adult, fi nancial transaction card 
fraud. Released Dec. 27.

Dec. 26, Colby Scott Labelle Anderson, 
Pine County warrant: failure to appear, 
theft- take/use/transfer movable prop-
erty- no consent. Released Dec. 26.

Dec. 27, Angela Marie Swanson, hold for 
other agency, terroristic threats- reckless 
disregard risk.

Dec. 27, Tawhnee Archambault, probable 
cause, 3rd degree driving while impaired.

Dec. 27, Sonya Jean Campbell, drugs- 5th 
degree- possess schedule 1,2,3,4- not 
small amount marijuana.

Dec. 27, Tiff any Cheree Hadler, probable 
cause, domestic assault- misdemeanor.

Dec. 27, Anthony Dvorak Koran, Pine 
County warrant, drugs- 5th degree- pos-
sess schedule 1,2,3,4- not small amount 
marijuana.

Dec. 27, Joseph Julius Larson, hold for 
other agency, domestic assault- GM- 
subsequent violation.

Dec. 27, Robert Albert Liebgott, probable 
cause, domestic assault- misdemeanor.

Dec. 27, Stanley James Peppin, proba-
ble cause, burglary- 3rd degree- steal/
commit felony or gross misd.; trespass; 
drugs- 5th degree- possess schedule 
1,2,3,4- not small amount marijuana; 
theft- take/drive motor vehicle- no 
owner consent; theft- take/use/transfer 
movable property- no consent; receiving 
stolen property.

Dec. 27, Fred Dale Button, hold for other 
agency: bench felony warrant. Released 
Dec. 27.

Dec. 28, Ryan Dean Richardson, probable 
cause, damage to property- 3rd degree- 
public safety motor vehicle; domestic 
assault- misdemeanor.

Dec. 28, Arthur Eugene Garrett, probable 
cause, domestic assault- by strangula-
tion, domestic assault- misdemeanor, 
drugs- 5th degree- possess schedule 
1,2,3,4- not small amount marijuana, 
introduce contraband- drug/liquor into 
jail/lockup/prison.

PINE COUNTY SHERIFF’S BLOTTER

William ‘Butch’ A. Sauerwein
William “Butch” Sauerwein passed away Friday, 

Dec. 20, 2019, at his home in Pine City at the age of 
78.

William Adolph Sauerwein was born Oct. 26, 
1941, to William and Dorothy (Schiller) Sauerwein 

in St. Paul. After high 
school graduation 
Butch enlisted in the 
United States Navy. 
In 1961, while home 
on leave Butch met 
Erma Wolfgram; they 
married Oct. 31, 1963. 
Butch and Erma made 
their home in Pine 
City after many years 
of enjoying cabin life 
and commuting from 
their home in Vad-
nais Heights. Butch 
enjoyed canoeing 
on the Snake River 
and camping in the 
boundary waters with 

his family. He loved his family and enjoyed all the 
chaos at holiday time, especially the grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

William is survived by his loving wife Erma 
Sauerwein of Pine City; children William (Robyn) 
Sauerwein of Minneapolis, Brenda Sauerwein 
of Stacy, Brian (Katherine) Sauerwein of White 
Bear Lake, Cynthia (Ervin) Kleinschmidt of Stacy, 
Cortez Sauerwein of Minneapolis; grandchil-
dren Brandon Kabits, Stefan Cook, Ryan Nelson, 
Lauren Sauerwein, Elliott Kleinschmidt, Dylan 
Sauerwein, Stephanie Kleinschmidt, Westin 
Kleinschmidt, Cassiel Jones, Honesty Sauerwein; 
great-grandchildren Hazel Nelson, Colton Cook, 
Mabel Nelson, Chole Cook; brother Thomas Sauer-
wein; sisters Margaret (Eugene) Mahoney, Dorothy 
(Joseph) Steiner; many other relatives and friends.;

William was preceded in death by his parents 
William and Dorothy Sauerwein; brother Robert 
Sauerwein, brother-in-law Joseph Steiner.

Reverend Fred Hanson offi ciated at funeral 
services for William on Friday, Dec. 27 at Our Re-
deemer Lutheran Church in Pine City. Interment 
took place at the Evergreen Memorial Gardens in 
Mahtomedi.

Funeral arrangements for Mr. William Sauer-
wein are entrusted to: Funeral and Cremation 
Service of Pine City, Swanson Chapel.

www.FuneralAndCremationService.com.

OBITUARIES

BIRTHS

Peterson
Kaelyn Zoey Grace Peterson was born on Sept. 4, 2019, 
at Welia Health System. She weighed seven pounds, zero 
ounces and was 20 inches long. Her parents are Chantel 
Lodrigue and Zach Peterson of Brook Park. Kaelyn is 
welcomed home by big sister Kylie, 15. Her grandparents 
are Jade and Lauri Wittwer of Pine City, Kathy and Brian 
Peterson of Brook Park. 

Dahlberg
Carter Anthony Dahlberg was born on Sept. 16, 2019, at 
Welia Health System. He weighed nine pounds, .06 ounc-
es and was 21 inches long. His parents are Megan Blum 
and Bryan Dahlberg of Bock. Carter is welcomed home 
by siblings Connor, 10, and Baely, 8. His grandparents are 
Anthony and Roxanne Blum, Curtis Dahlberg and Denice 
La Plant. 

Johnson
Kenadee Jean Johnson was born on Sept. 17, 2019, at 
Welia Health System. She weighed eight pounds, one 
ounce and was 19-1/2 inches long. Her parents are Ryan 
and Melina Johnson of Brook Park. Kenadee is welcomed 
home by sibling Abbigail Johnson, 8. Her grandparents 
are James Ertle of Baldwin, Wisconsin, Char Ertle and 
Mark Christensen of Lakeland, Daniel and DeAnna Lilien-
thal of Brook Park and Kenneth Johnson of Hayes Center, 
Nebraska. 
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MINUTES OF 
PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING

SPECIAL MEETING 
County Assessing

November 26, 2019 – 7:00 p.m.
North Pine Government Center, Sandstone, Minnesota

Chair Josh Mohr called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were 
Commissioners Steve Hallan, Steve Chaffee, John Mikrot, Jr, and Matt 
Ludwig.   Also present were County Administrator David Minke, County 
Auditor-Treasurer Kelly Schroeder, and County Assessor-Recorder Lorri 
Houtsma.

The pledge of allegiance was said.
Chair Mohr welcomed those in attendance.
County Assessor-Recorder Lorri Houtsma and County Auditor-Treasurer 

Kelly Schroeder presented information on the property assessment process.  
Currently Pine County uses the local assessor system where each jurisdic-
tion can hire its own assessor.  Currently 30 jurisdictions contract with Pine 
County and 18 jurisdictions contract with private assessors.

Some county concerns include the need to ensure accuracy and equity in 
values across all jurisdictions.  Township concerns included loss of ability to 
hire their own assessor.

Various township officials addressed their concerns to the county board.
The county board would need to adopt a resolution by the end of the year 

for the switch to county assessing to become effective in October 2020.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Joshua Mohr, Chair
Board of Commissioners

David J. Minke, Administrator
Clerk to County Board  

Published in the Pine City Pioneer on January 2, 2020

SUMMARY OF
MINUTES OF THE 

PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 - 10:00 a.m.
Pine County Courthouse

Pine City, Minnesota

Chair Josh Mohr called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Present were 
Commissioners Steve Hallan, Steve Chaffee, John Mikrot and Matt Ludwig. 
Also present were County Administrator David Minke and County Attorney 
Reese Frederickson. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Chair Mohr called for public comment. There was no public comment.
Commissioner Ludwig moved to approve the amended Agenda. Second 

by Commissioner Hallan. Motion carried 5-0.
Commissioner Mikrot moved to approve the Minutes of the November 19, 

2019 board meeting and Summary for publication. Second by Commissioner 
Hallan. Motion carried 5-0.

Minutes of Boards, Reports and Correspondence
Pine County Housing and Redevelopment Authority Regular Meeting – 

September 25, 2019
Pine County Zoning Board Minutes – October 24, 2019
Pine County Land Surveyor Monthly Report – November 2019
Motion by Commissioner Ludwig to acknowledge the Minutes of Boards, 

Reports and Correspondence. Second by Commissioner Hallan. Motion 
carried 5-0.

Commissioner Chaffee moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Second 
by Commissioner Mikrot. Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Resolution 2019-56 for Repurchase of Tax Forfeited Land in full, 
Finlayson Properties, LLC, PID 38.0007.000. 

Approve contract between Pine County Health & Human Services and 
Kanabec County Family Services for mental health care. The term of the 
agreement is January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020. The cost has 
increased from $125 hour to $127.71 per hour.

Approve the State of Minnesota Department of Human Services County 
Grant Contract with Pine County Health & Human Services in the amount of 
$9,195 for 2020. This grant is for children’s mental health screening. 

Approve the Agreement for Prosecution Services between the City of 
Sandstone and the Pine County Attorney’s Office. This agreement provides 
for $20,000 over the next two years to the county attorney’s budget. The term 
of the Agreement is January 1, 2020 – December 31, 2021. 

Authorize the hiring of Kari Seebach as a social worker, effective 
December 9, 2019, Grade 10, Step 2, $25.01 per hour. Contingent on an 
approved background check.

Authorize County Engineer Mark LeBrun to attend the 75th Annual MN 

County Engineers Conference, January 21-24, 2020, at Cragun’s Resort in 
Brainerd. Total cost: $876. 

Motion by Commissioner Mohr to appoint Barbara Fischer, At Large 
Member, to the Extension Committee for the term January 1, 2020 to 
December 31, 2022. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig to approve the final plat of Roger Trapp 
Shores. Second by Commissioner Hallan. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig to accept the East Central Drug and 
Violent Offender Task Force Grant Agreement in the amount of $140,000 
for the period of January 1 – December 31, 2020. Second by Commissioner 
Chaffee. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Hallan to approve Resolution 2019-54 designat-
ing Pine County as the sponsoring agency for the Transportation Alternatives 
Grant application. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Hallan to approve Resolution 2019-55 agree-
ing to ensure the operation and ongoing maintenance of the portion of the 
Oberstar Trail built under said grant. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. 
Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Chaffee to approve the Cooperative Agreement 
with Windemere Township for culvert replacement on Birchview Road and 
Rush Blvd. Second by Commissioner Hallan. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Chaffee to approve support for H.R. 2072 
Revising the IRS Mileage Rate for Volunteer Drivers and endorse the letter of 
support. Second by Commissioner Hallan. Motion carried 5-0. 

With no further business, Chair Mohr adjourned the meeting at 11:48 
a.m. The next regular meeting of the county board is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 17, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. at the North Pine Government Center, 
1602 Hwy. 23 No., Sandstone, Minnesota.

Joshua Mohr, Chair
Pine County Board of Commissioners

David J. Minke, Administrator
Clerk to County Board of Commissioners

The full text of the board’s Minutes are available at the County 
Administrator’s Office and the county’s website (www.co.pine.mn.us). Copies 
may also be requested from the administrator’s office.
Published in the Pine City Pioneer on January 2, 2020

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

DISTRICT COURT
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Case Type:  Quiet Title
Court File No. 58-CV-19-671

Judith M. Walter,   
         Plaintiff,

vs.
Jack G. Ruby, Thomas L. Ruby, 
Suzanna M. Ruby, Robert M. Ruby, 
and all other persons unknown claim-
ing any right, title, estate, interest, or 
lien in the real estate described in 
the complaint herein,

 Defendants.
SUMMONS

THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED 
TO: Jack G. Ruby, Thomas L. Ruby, 
Suzanna M. Ruby, Robert M. Ruby, 
and all other persons unknown claim-
ing any right, title, estate, interest, or 
lien in the real estate described in 
the complaint herein.

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. 
The Plaintiff has started a law-
suit against you. The Plaintiff’s 
Complaint against you is attached 
to this Summons. Do not throw 
these papers away. They are official 
papers that affect your rights. You 
must respond to this lawsuit even 
though it may not yet be filed with the 
Court and there may be no court file 
number on this Summons.

2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
20 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS. You must give or mail to 
the person who signed this sum-
mons a written response called an 
Answer within 20 days of the date on 
which you received this Summons. 
You must send a copy of your 
Answer to the person who signed 
this Summons located at:

Ledin Hofstad & Troth Ltd.
Chelsie Troth
539 Main Street South
Pine City, MN 55063
3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 

EACH CLAIM. The Answer is your 
written response to the Plaintiff’s 
Complaint. In your Answer you 
must state whether you agree or 
disagree with each paragraph of 
the Complaint. If you believe the 
Plaintiff should not be given every-
thing asked for in the Complaint, you 
must say so in your Answer.

4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR CASE 
IF YOU DO NOT SEND A WRITTEN 
RESPONSE TO THE COMPLAINT 

TO THE PERSON WHO SIGNED 
THIS SUMMONS. If you do not 
answer within 20 days, you will 
lose this case. You will not get to 
tell your side of the story, and the 
Court may decide against you and 
award the Plaintiff everything asked 
for in the Complaint. If you do not 
want to contest the claims stated 
in the Complaint, you do not need 
to respond. A default judgment can 
then be entered against you for the 
relief requested in the Complaint.

5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You 
may wish to get legal help from a 
lawyer. If you do not have a lawyer, 
the Court Administrator may have 
information about places where you 
can get legal assistance. Even if you 
cannot get legal help, you must still 
provide a written Answer to protect 
your rights or you may lose the case.

6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION. The parties may 
agree to or be ordered to partici-
pate in an alternative dispute res-
olution process under Rule 114 of 
the Minnesota General Rules of 
Practice. You must still send your 
written response to the Complaint 
even if you expect to use alternative 
means of resolving this dispute.

7. THIS LAWSUIT MAY AFFECT 
OR BRING INTO QUESTION TITLE 
TO REAL PROPERTY located in 
Pine County, State of Minnesota, 
legally described as follows:

The unsurveyed North One-
Half of the North One-Half of the 
North One-Half of the Southeast 
One-Fourth (N ½ of N ½ of N ½ of 
SE ¼), Section Twenty Two (22), 
Township Forty Two North (42N), 
Range Sixteen West (16W), Pine 
County, Minnesota, according to the 
U.S. Government Survey thereof.

The object of this action is to 
obtain an Order for the following 
relief:

a. Determining, adjudging, and 
decreeing that Defendants Jack G. 
Ruby, Thomas L. Ruby, Suzanna 
M. Ruby, Robert M. Ruby, and all 
other persons unknown herein have 
no right, title, interest, estate, or 
lien in or upon the said real estate 
described herein as the Walter 
Property.

557.03 NOTICE OF NO 
PERSONAL CLAIM

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 557.03 
you are hereby served with notice 

that no personal claim is made 
against you and that any defendant 
upon whom this notice is served who 
unreasonably defends this action 
shall pay full costs to the plaintiff.

Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota

12/12/2019 11:11 AM
Dated: December 12th, 2019

Ledin, Hofstad & Troth, Ltd.
/S/ CHELSIE TROTH
Chelsie Troth
Attorney for Plaintiff
539 Main Street South
Pine City, MN 55063
Attorney Reg. # 0395709
(320) 629-7537 
chelsiet@ledinandhofstad.com

Published in the Pine City Pioneer 
on January 2, 9 and 16, 2020

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 58-PR-19-82

Estate of Willy Eleanor Hanson
aka W. Eleanor Hanson,

 Decedent.   
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 

HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
DESCENT OF PROPERTY

A Petition for Determination of 
Descent has been filed with this 
Court. The Petition represents 
that the Decedent died more than 
three years ago, leaving property in 
Minnesota and requests the probate 
of Decedent’s last Will dated May 
16, 2007, if any, and the descent of 
such property be determined and 
assigned by this Court to the per-
sons entitled to the property.

Any objections to the Petition 
must be filed with the Court prior to 
or raised at the hearing. If proper, 
and no objections are filed or raised, 
the Petition may be granted.

IT IS ORDERED and Notice is 
further given, that the Petition will 
be heard on January 22, 2020, at 
2:30 (p.m.), by this Court at the Pine 
County Courthouse, 635 Northridge 
Drive NW, Pine City, Minnesota.

1. Notice shall be given to all 
interested persons (Minn. Stat. 
524.1-401) and persons who have 
filed a demand for notice pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. 524.3-204.

2. Notice shall be given by pub-
lishing this Notice and Order as 

provided by law and by:
Mailing a copy of this Notice and 

Order at least 14 days prior to the 
hearing date.

BY THE COURT
Dated:    
PATRICK L. FLANAGAN (Judge)

Judge of District Court
2019.12.09 11:51:04-06’00’

Dated:
LIZ OLSON

Court Administrator
Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota
 Dec 9 2019 11:53 AM
Attorney for Petitioner
Daniel R. Bina
1639 Main St., N, Suite 1
Pine City, MN 55063
Attorney License No: 020062
Telephone: 320-629-7708
FAX: 320-629-7724
Email: dbinaatty@gmail.com

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer on December 26, 2019 
and January 2, 2020

SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE 
CITY OF ROCK CREEK

December 5, 2019
The Rock Creek City Council 

meeting was called to order at 7PM 
by Mayor Johnson.

Members present: Dan Saumer, 
Dick Johnson, Joe Babolik, Sam 
Christenson and Pam Hinze.

Others: Jeremy Chouinard.
Saumer moved seconded 

by Christenson to approve the 
November 7, 2019 City Council min-
utes. Motion carried all ayes.

Babolik moved seconded by 
Saumer to approve the November 
13, 2019 Minutes. Motion carried 
all ayes.

Babolik moved seconded by 
Hinze to approve the November 25, 
2019 TNT minutes. Motion carried 
all ayes

Babolik moved seconded by 
Christenson to adopt the Resolution 
Approving 2019 Tax Levy, Collectible 
in 2020.

Be it resolved by the Council of 
the City of Rock Creek, County of 
Pine, Minnesota, that the following 
sums of money be levied for the cur-
rent year, collectible in 2020, upon 
taxable property in the City of Rock 
Creek, for the following purposes.

General Fund $63,000
Road & Bridge $107,000

Fire $40,000
Total $210,000
Motion carried all ayes.
Christenson moved seconded by 

Saumer to adopt the Final Budget 
for 2020 as proposed. Motion carried 
all ayes.

Babolik moved seconded by 
Christenson to adopt the Resolution 
to make the City of Rock Creek’s 
Elected Officials “Employees”. 
Motion passed all ayes.

Babolik moved seconded by 
Saumer to approve the City Council 
Payroll for 2019. Motion carried all 
ayes.

Hinze motioned seconded by 
Babolik to adjourned into a closed 
session for a public employee six-
month performance review. Motion 
carried all ayes.

The Council reconvened the open 
session of the council meeting at 
7:52PM.

Christenson motioned seconded 
by Hinze approval of a 4% pay 
increase effective December 1, 2019 
for the City Maintenance Operator. 
Motion passed all ayes.

Saumer motioned seconded by 
Babolik to approve payment of check 
#’s 15043 – 15082 and e-transfers 
totaling $32,087.64. Motion passed 
all in favor.

Babolik moved seconded by 
Saumer to adjourn at 8:46PM. 
Motion carried all ayes.

Sandra Pangerl
City Clerk Administrator

Published in the Pine City Pioneer 
on January 2, 2020

Notice of Filing for Mission 
Creek Township office

The following township office will 
be voted on at the annual March 
Township Election to be held on 
March 10, 2020.  The filing period 
for this office begins at 8:00 a.m., 
Tuesday December 31, 2019 and 
ends at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday January 
14, 2020.  Note: Filing office will be 
closed January 1, 2020 in obser-
vance of New Year’s Day.

The place of filing for candi-
dates who reside in Mission Creek 
Township is with the Town Clerk, 
(320-279-1649) by appointment at 
the Mission Creek Town Hall.  The 
filing fee is $2.00

 One Supervisor (3 year term)
Candidates may file in person 

or by mail.  Candidates who will 
be absent from the state during the 
filing period may arrange to file prior 
to departure. 

Stacy Hancock, Clerk - Mission 
Creek Township

Published in the Pine City Pioneer 
on January 2 and 9, 2020

CITY OF PINE CITY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

City Hall Council Chambers 
315 Main Street South

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
on Wednesday, January 8, 2020 at
6:30 p.m. the City Council of the City 
of Pine City will hold multiple public 
hearings to obtain public comments,
review and approve or deny the fol-
lowing items: 

1) Ordinance #20-01, the 2020 
Fee Schedule; 

2) Minor Subdivision – for Joyce
Rypkema to consider sub dividing 
parcel 42.0089.006 into two lots
for a future sale, located within the
Agriculture – Open Space (AO) dis-
trict at 1005 Rypkema Road;

3) Easement Vacation – for
Minnesota Energy Resources
Corporation (MERC) to consider
partially vacating a perpetual ease-
ment for recreational purposes
within the newly rearranged parcel
42.5058.000 at 155 Main Street S; 

4) Ordinance #20-02, Amending
Chapter 10, Section 10.700.100
Shorelands, to include shoreland
flexibility standards consistent
with the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources regulatory rec-
ommendation.

All proposed amendments to the 
ordinances and draft resolutions are 
available for viewing at the City Hall 
office located at 315 Main St S, Ste.
100, on the Pine City website: pinec-
itygov.com or at the Pine City Library.

All persons interested in being
heard on these matters are encour-
aged to attend. 

By order of the City Council of the 
City of Pine City

Matthew Van Steenwyk
City Administrator

Published in the Pine City Pioneer 
on December 19, 2019 and
January 2, 2020

WEATHER
Date           High Low Precip./Snow
12/23 34 14 0
12/24 36 28 0
12/25 34 32 0
12/26 33 23 .03"
12/27 26 15 0
12/28 34 15 .60"

COLLEGE

McKenzie Kloeckl, of Pine City, has been inducted into the National Society of Leadership 
and Success at Bemidji State University. Students are selected for membership based on aca-
demic standing and leadership potential.

Allison Gusk, of Pine City, has been inducted into the fi rst class of The College of St. Scholas-
tica’s new academic honor society for fi rst-generation students, Alpha Alpha Alpha. Tri-Alpha 
honors the academic achievements of fi rst-generation college students, defi ned as those whose 
parents or legal guardians didn’t earn a bachelor’s degree. To be eligible, students must have an 
overall GPA of at least 3.2 in all coursework.

Natalie Kolling, of Pine City, has earned a BSE, Integrated Engineering degree at the end of 
fall semester at Minnesota State University Mankato.



HEAD START CHILD CARE 
PARTNERSHIP TEACHER

Center located in Pine City, Offi  ce located in North Branch
As a Child Care Partnership Teacher you will make a diff erence in the lives of children and families by
• Implementing a classroom environment for up to 12 preschool children in conjunction with a community-based 

child care program
• Providing classroom supervision
• Conducting parent-teacher conferences for enrolled families
• Providing families with follow up activities to be completed at home
• Ensuring requirements for each enrolled child is met based on the requirements set in the Head Start Program 

Performance Standards

For information, job description, and application contact Lakes and Pines C.A.C., Inc., 
1700 Maple Avenue East, Mora, MN 55051-1227; (320) 679-1800 x138 or 

www.lakesandpines.org.  Reasonable accommodations made upon request. 
Minorities, women, people with disabilities and veterans are encouraged to apply.

Lakes and Pines is an equal opportunity employer. 

All applicants are required to complete an agency application.
Application deadline is 12:00 p.m. on Friday, January 10, 2020.

We are excited to off er you  
• $15.25/hour 
• Medical, dental and life insurance.
• Retirement with up to 5% match after meeting 

enrollment requirements. 
• Vacation and sick leave.
• 12 paid holidays per year (including 1 fl oating 

holiday).
• Work mileage reimbursement at the current 

government rate.  
• Education reimbursement opportunities for approved 

education plans and also many professional 
development opportunities.

Qualifi cations
• Associate’s degree or higher in Early Childhood 

Education (An associate’s degree in a related fi eld 
with coursework equivalent to a major relating to 
Early Childhood Education with experience teaching 
pre-school aged children may be considered)

• Must be teacher qualifi ed under DHS Rule #3 and 
have experience working with preschool children

• Must have ability to work with parents and children 
in the classroom and home environments

• Must be physically able to relate to and manage 
children on an individual and group basis

Health Dimensions
Rehabilitation is
seeking a
Reimbursement
Coordinator for
physical, occupational
therapy, speech
therapy, behavioral
therapy, and
psychotherapy billing
at its Cambridge,
Minnesota office.
Excellent data entry
skills, general
knowledge of Excel,
Word and Outlook,
ability to multitask and
strong attention to
detail. Experience
preferred but not
required.
Please forward
resume to
mleaf@hdrtherapy.com

Food Service 
Team Members

Apply in person at
 Kentucky Fried Chicken,

 Pine City, MN
Kentucky Fried 

Chicken 
1280 Hillside Ave SW,

 Pine City, MN

NOW HIRING:

We are looking for 
dependable people 

FT and PT. 
Flexible hours, 
401(k) & PTO. 

Apply at 
kimskleaningllc.com 

or call 
651-248-0021

Join our 
Team 

at

Kim’s Kleaning

154154
EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

SUBSTITUTE 
ROUTE CARRIERS 
NEEDED!

All Mora and All Mora and 
Pine City RoutesPine City Routes

Stop in for an application!

107 Park St. S., Mora
- or -

405 Second Ave. SE, Pine City

 This position is responsible for overall operations 

dealing with parks, activities, recreation, and 

structures on designated park properties within 

the City of Pine City.  

Salary range: $38,142 to $41,059.50 (based 

upon 30 hours/week) or $24.45 - $26.32/hour, 

plus pro rated benefi ts.

Job description and application are 
available at http://pinecitygov.com

or City Hall, 320-629-2575. 
A cover letter, resume, and application 

should be submitted. 

Deadline is 
4:30 pm Friday, January 17th, 2020. 

If you have any questions regarding this position, 

please contact Matthew at
mvansteenwyk@pinecitygov.com.

The City of Pine City 
is accepting 

applications for 
the 30hr/week 

position of
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR. 

EARLY HEAD START/HEAD START 
05 HEALTH SERVICES COORDINATOR

The Health Services Coordinator is responsible for planning, 

implementing, and evaluating the Health and Nutrition Service Areas for 

the Early Head Start/Head Start (EHS/HS) Program.  The Health Services 

Coordinator must follow the Lakes and Pines  mission and EHS/HS 

Program Performance Standards while serving each enrolled child. 

This staff  is responsible for coordinating Health/Nutrition services with all other EHS/HS 

Service Areas and the community as a whole. Requirements include experience working 

with families with young children, a Health background (Public Health Nurse [PHN], 

Registered Nurse [RN], Licensed Practical Nurse [LPN]) with public health or administrative 

experience. Training and experience in public health nursing, health education, maternal 

and child health or health administration may be considered. A Bachelor’s degree in a 

related fi eld with appropriate experience may be considered. Valid driver’s license required 

for business travel.  This is a full time position including competitive salary with full benefi ts.   

For information, job description, and application contact Lakes and Pines C.A.C., Inc., 

1700 Maple Avenue East, Mora, MN 55051-1227; (320) 679-1800 x138 or 

www.lakesandpines.org.  Reasonable accommodations made upon request. 
Lakes and Pines is an equal opportunity employer. 

Minorities, women, people with disabilities and veterans are encouraged to apply.

Application deadline is 12:00 p.m. on Monday, January 6, 2020.

HIRING PT Museum 
Site Guides

AT SNAKE RIVER FUR POST!
Visit mnhs.org/jobs

for more information.

PINE CITY PIONEER   14   JANUARY 2, 2020
 www.PineCityMN.com

PHONE: 320-629-6771  |  FAX: 320-629-6772

16 LOST &16 LOST &
  FOUNDFOUND

We can help! Place a
LOST & FOUND line
ad FREE for 1 week!
Call us today:
Kanabec County
Times 
320-679-2661
Pine City Pioneer 
320-629-6771
Isanti-Chisago County
Star
763-689-1181 ext 101

102 SERVICES102 SERVICES

301301
FARM MISCFARM MISC..

5'x5' Bales. Net
wrapped.  1st crop hay.
No rain. Stored inside
hayshed. (320)249-
4538.

351351
ANTIQUES/ANTIQUES/
ART     ART     

We buy sterling silver
and gold jewelry,
coins, and records.
Call Manuel 
651-775-3930, 
or visit the store
Thursday-Sunday.
Rose's Collectibles,
12815 Lake Blvd,
Lindstrom.

451 RENTALS451 RENTALS
COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL

451 RENTALS451 RENTALS
COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL

Apartment for Rent
Quiet building, No
pets
640 11th St. Pine City
763-568-3989 or 763-
286-8659

44X80 ft for winter
storage rental. 
Finlayson MN 
320-233-6122

Heated Truck Garage
44X80 FT for winter
storage rental 
Finlayson, MN 
320-233-6122

Meadowbrook 
1 & 2 BDRM 
apartments- Mora,
starting at $695 +
electric. Available 
immediately. No
smoking, no pets. 
Contact Denny, 
507-269-7639.

For Rent: 2-bedroom
townhomes with
garage- Mora. All utili-
ties paid except elec-
tric. No smoking, no
pets. $845/month. 
Contact Denny, 
507-269-7639.

502  4 SALE502  4 SALE
BY OWNERBY OWNER

MOVE IN READY 3
 BR, 1 BA COUNTRY
HOME ON 2.5
ACRES NEAR
BARNUM, LAKES, 
I-35, BIKE /
SNOWMOBILE
TRAILS. CUSTOM
OAK KITCHEN,
CASEMENT
WINDOWS, AND
GAS  FIREPLACE.
TOTALLY
REMODELED,
FRESH PAINT AND
NEW CARPET. TWO
CAR GARAGE,
ASPHALT DRIVE,
PRIVATE WELL,
SEPTIC, AND LARGE
DECK. APPLE
TREES,
RASBERRIES,
ROSES, LILACS.
$125,900.  
218-389-6734

Since 1974

DRYWALL• PAINTING
WALLPAPERING & REMOVAL 

O
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ERDYK

O
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ERDYK
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405 2nd Ave SE, Pine City • 320-629-6771

P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T YDON’T MISS A BEAT!
Subscribe to your local 

newspaper today!

you want to know!
If you want the latest 
news and stories that 
touch home read...

320-629-6771
For subscriptions call....

Place a Classifi ed 
ad today!

• Visit us online at 
www.pinecitymn.com

• Stop in and see us
• Look for a Classifi ed form in last 

week’s Pine City Pioneer

#1 Source
for

News

Stay on top of current 
events in your area with 
our local news reports.

All the news you need 
to know - right here in 

black and white!

405 2nd Ave. SE
Pine City, MN 55063
(320) 629-6771

E-mail: editor@pinecitymn.com

P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T Y

The smart way to sell your stuff!
Call 320-322-5243 or go to

www.pinecitymn.com - click on Classifi eds, place an ad!

www.pinecitymn.com
To advertise online 

or in the Pioneer, call 
today! 320-629-6771

Pioneer Ad & News 
Deadlines: Monday at 4pm

Go Online!

• NEWS
• EVENTS
• PHOTOS
• VIDEO

P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T Y
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“I’m proud to be part of this 

excellent program,” said Martin 

Lepak. “It provides absolutely 

essential transportation for a 

whole lot of people in Northeast 

Minnesota.”

Interested in driving for AEOA’s 
Medical and Rural Rides? 
Talk to Martin: 218-410-9755
Reimbursement rate 58 cents per mile

Must have a valid driver's license, a dependable 

vehicle, insurance, a clean driving record and pass a 

background check.

Make a positive diff erence in your community.

Now Hiring Direct Support 
Professionals

Homes in Hugo, Dellwood, White Bear, 
Wyoming, North Branch, Harris, 
Stanchfi eld, Pine City, Brook Park

$250 Sign on Bonus
Starting wages range $12.00 to $17.00/hr.

Weekend diff erentials, Overnight diff erentials
Year-end bonus

Paid training
Medical, Dental, 401(k), Paid Personal Leave

We have full-time, part-time, and 
relief positions available

Community Living Options provides 
24-hour residential care and supervision 
to adults and children with intellectual 

developmental disabilities, mental health 
and medical challenges.

For interview contact Josi at 651-237-1087 
or email: career.development@clomail.com

Apply online at CLO-MN.com

NOW HIRING
FT and PT positions available. 

FREE NAR CLASSES and a SIGN ON BONUS.
Offering competitive wages and benefi ts.

LPN, RN, CNA & RA

Please see website for more information 
and job descriptions www.ecumen.org/careers

 or call Amy @ 651-237-3055
AA/EOE/Vets/Disabled

North Branch

Nursing
Superheroes

needed at

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
DEPUTY AUDITOR I

Part-Time (24 hours per week)

Position open for a part-time Deputy Auditor I in 
the County Auditor-Treasurer’s offi  ce.  This position 

is 24 hours per week, fl exible hours, but must be 
available Tuesdays and Wednesdays every week.  

Starting Salary:  $19.23 per hour.  
For more details and/or to apply, go to 

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/coisantimn.  

Deadline:  Friday, January 10, 2020, at 4:30 p.m.  
AA/EEO 

As a graphic designer you will work in a fast-paced, 
deadline driven environment. Must have the ability 
to manage multiple projects and the ability to work 
creatively to conceptualize and design effective ads 

while meeting our quality standards. You must 
possess excellent design & communication skills. 

Desired Skills: A two-year degree in graphic design 
& experience preferred. Must be proficient with Mac 

OS and Adobe Creative Suite. Web ad design and 
newspaper ad/print ad design experience is preferred.

We offer a competitive compensation 
and benefit package.

Send Resume to:
Annette Krist

 Kanabec Publications
107 S. Park St., Mora, MN 55051 
or email akrist@moraminn.com

Print & Web

Our creative design department  
produces advertising & internet materials 
for our newspapers and regional shopper 

in East Central Minnesota. 

MORA DENTAL
C E N T E R

Jennifer Vanderpoel DDS

Looking for 
Dental Assistants 

to fi ll upcoming retirements 
of longtime team members.
Full and Part-time available.

Please contact us at 320-679-2147
or moradentalcenter@yahoo.com

Progressive Living 
Solutions 

is a local North Branch 
residential adult foster 

care provider supporting 
high functioning adults 

with mental illness and other disabilities.
 Looking for kind and caring staff  to assist us in our fun and 

laid-back social environment. No physical cares or restraining 

actions required.  Off ering a competitive hourly wage, paid 

training, annual bonus, and a $500.00 new hire bonus.  Now 

hiring for PM Shifts 3:00pm – 10:15pm with rotating weekends.

Please call to discuss this opportunity! 
(651) 277 – 7777 or apply online at www.PLSMN.net

What motivates you?
  Helping Others?  Being Creative? Money?

If  you answered yes to any of  these, this position
is for you! Outgoing, responsible and well-spoken 
person needed to join our marketing team. 
Sales experience preferred but will train 
the right person. Competitive compensation 
plus bene  ts.
IF YOU LOVE WORKING WITH 
PEOPLE AND LIKE SELLING, 
PLEASE CONTACT US.
Send your resume to akrist@moraminn.com

K A N A B E C  CO U N T Y
P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T Y

Money?

sition
poken 

com

We are looking for someone with excellent customer service skills who is detail-oriented and has 

the ability to multi-task. Proof-reading experience and profi ciency in Word and Excel are preferred.

Job duties include, but not limited to, assisting customers who call or come into the offi  ce; use 

newspaper software to enter insertion orders for various things like thank-yous, birthdays, anni-

versaries, and obituaries; assist with payroll; update and maintain the newspaper's Facebook page; 

assist in putting together the "Years Ago" column each week; proofreading; place weekly articles 

on the newspaper's website; prepare postal reports and deliver them to the post offi  ce; 

order/purchase offi  ce supplies; and, process payments.

NEED A PART-TIME JOB NEED A PART-TIME JOB 
A FEW DAYS PER WEEK?A FEW DAYS PER WEEK?
This is the perfect 
opportunity for you!
The Pine City Pioneer is 
looking for a 

PART-TIME OFFICE SPECIALIST.PART-TIME OFFICE SPECIALIST.
This is a position within a busy local newspaper offi  ce. This is a position within a busy local newspaper offi  ce. 
You'll always have the scoop about what's going on in town!You'll always have the scoop about what's going on in town!

TO APPLY, CALL

320-629-6771
405 2nd Avenue SE, Pine City, MN 55063

NOW HIRING!
OUTSIDE
SALESPERSON
We have a great opportunity for an 

outside salesperson with NorthStar 

Media, Inc. This person would use 

consultative selling techniques to 

partner with businesses for 

advertising in newspapers and by 

using the website and social media 

platforms for those products. 

Good pay and benefi ts available.

Please contact Jeff  Andres, Group Publisher
763-350-3540 or jeff @northstarmedia.com

NOW HIRING!
AD CLERK
We have a great opportunity for an ad clerk in 

the Cambridge offi  ce.

Please contact Jeff  Andres, Group Publisher
763-350-3540 or jeff @northstarmedia.com

GREAT

OPPORTUNITY

FOR YOU

TODAY!

This person will assist outside 

salespeople and will be called on 

to fi ll in for outside salespeople 

when needed, selling advertising 

for newspapers, websites, and 

social media platforms for these 

products. Good pay and benefi ts 

available.

Place an ad today!
Call 320-322-5243 or go to 
www.pinecitymn.com - click 
on Classifi eds, place an ad!

Where
those in the

know go
Sell your stuff
quickly in the

Classifi eds.
It’s simply the

best way!

TO PLACE AN AD,
STOP IN AT THE PINE

CITY PIONEER OR
CALL 320-322-5243

OR GO TO
www.pinecitymn.com 

CLICK ON CLASSIFIEDS, 
PLACE AN AD

GET
NOTICED.
Reach potential 
customers easily
with a display ad.

TO PLACE AN AD
CALL OR STOP IN!
Pine City Pioneer
320-322-5243

OR GO TO
www.pinecitymn.com

TIRED OF 
SEARCHING FOR 

BUYERS?
Placing a classifi ed ad is an easy 

and affordable way to make 
your wares the focus of attention 

among potential buyers.
What are you waiting for?

Contact us today!
Advertiser

320-322-5243
www.pinecitymn.com

NOW
good news travels fast with....

P I N E  C I T YP I N E  C I T Y

405 2nd Ave. SE

Place an ad today!
Call 320-322-5243 or go to 
www.pinecitymn.com - click 
on Classifi eds, place an ad!
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We’re excited about it.”
He noted that his company has done 

similar projects in Cambridge and 
Rush City, and said they would be put-
ting together a team of subcontractors 
shortly. 

“I came from a very small town ... so 
I know what these facilities mean to 
a community like this,” Bestul said. 
“It’s going to be a beautiful facility 
when we’re done.”

Jamison Kohout of Silver Creek 
Senior Communities said it was a 
“seamless and fl awless” process of 
getting approval for the project from 
the city. 

“We’ll be bringing probably 50 to 
75 jobs to the city as well, along with 
the housing need that we’re fi lling,” 
Kohout said.

Scott Riddle, the president and CEO 
of Walker Methodist said that the mis-

sion of his organization was “enhanc-
ing the lives of older adults through a 
culture of care, respect and service. 
He said the facility would have great 
food, great programming and great 
people. 

“What we’re going to bring to Pine 
City is ... an updated approach to 
senior living,” Riddle said. “We’re 
going to attract good people from the 
community. We’re going to train them 
really well [to] show dignity for the 
people they’re working for and work-
ing with.”

Riddle noted that Walker is a non-
profi t faith-based organization. 

“It is a noble effort that we’re under-
taking here,” he said. “We’re going to 
be enhancing people’s lives. This is 
going to be a beautiful building. Pine 
City is going to be spectacular. This 
is a dream ... that’s coming to fruition 
starting today.”

PHOTO   PROVIDED

New rules could apply to properties within 1,000 feet of Cross Lake, 300 feet of Snake River.

FROM PAGE 1

During the investigation, Hentges 
gave contradictory statements regard-
ing the incident, at fi rst claiming her 
son’s head accidentally hit a door frame 
as she carried him from the bathroom. 
Later, she indicated she “maybe put 
(the infant) down too forcefully” in his 
crib after feeding him.

Based on those interviews, plus inter-

viewing the baby’s father, along with 
the autopsy that revealed rib fractures 
and at least two skull fractures, plus 
bruises on the child’s head, investiga-
tors felt they had enough evidence to 
charge Hentges.

Sentencing for Hentges has been 
scheduled for Feb. 20, 2020. Under Min-
nesota sentencing guidelines, Hentges 
could be sentenced to serve up to 40 
years in prison.

SHORELAND: Public hearing on Jan. 8

MURDER: Hentges found guilty by jury
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At the city’s request: 
• It would be allowed for properties 

within the shoreland district (within 
the mixed use and light industrial 
districts but not actually on the wa-
ter) to be covered by 70% impervious 
(building, blacktop or cement) surfaces. 
The current impervious surface limit 
is 25%. 

• Current density standards restrict-
ing the size of  planned unit develop-
ments (greater than four units) would 
be eliminated. 

• The allowable height of buildings 
would be increased from 25 feet to 35 
feet. 

• The city would be able to allow land-
ward expansions of certain non-con-
forming properties with an administra-
tive permit rather than a variance. 

In return, the DNR asked for other 
kinds of higher shoreland standards:

• All properties along the lake or 
river would be required to maintain or 
restore a 15-foot vegetative buffer as a 
condition of any permit approval – new 
construction, expansion, variances 
and so on. The vegetative buffer must 
include a combination of trees, under-
story shrubs and deep-seated grasses 
and/or fl owering plants. 

• The vegetative buffer would be per-
manently protected, and the require-
ment would be transferred to future 
property owners.

• Placement of rip-rap on shoreland 
properties would be allowed only to 
address a known erosion problem, and 
would have to be approved by the city 
or an outside consultant. 

• Planned unit developments within 
the shoreland district would only be 
allowed on lot sizes larger than 49,000 
feet, and would need to have 50% open 
space. The Pine City Planning Com-
mission has asked that they be allowed 
on lot sizes of one acre (43,560 feet) or 
larger.

• All planned unit developments on 
the water would need to have a 25 foot 
vegetative buffer along the shoreline. 

The Pine City Council will hold a 
public hearing on Wednesday, Jan. 8 
at the 6:30 p.m. city council meeting in 
the Pine Government Center.  Resi-
dents and property owners are invited 
to come and express their opinions on 
these proposed changes. 

The full draft of “Ideas for accom-
modating fl exibility” for Pine City’s 
shoreland ordinance can be found at 
https://drive.google.com/fi le/d/1-zHN-
PchZzczFyRYFPh213lkPGiRGZwcL/
view

GROUNDBREAKING: Plans are for 
construction to get underway in spring
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If that property’s value went up by 6% 
to $159,000, then the owner would pay 
increased taxes because of the high-
er value ($63) plus increased taxes 
because of the higher tax rate ($4) for 
a total increase of $67 in the amount 
paid to the city in 2020.  

2020 CITY BUDGET
The 2020 budget includes additional 

expenditures for a contribution to the 
Pine City Youth Hockey organization 
for Rink Maintenance in the amount 
of $12,500. There are increases in the 
Recreational/Educational & Social 
Programming category by $9,000 for 
the Pine City Area History Associa-
tion and the American Legion. Also, 
there will be an addition of a parks 
and recreation supervisor position 
with estimated salary and benefi ts of 
$74,000.

Wages and salaries for 2019 have 
been preliminarily calculated with a 

2.25% COLA increase for AFSCME of-
fi ce staff and regular non-union staff 
and a 5% COLA increase for AFSCME
public works staff. Health, life, and 
dental insurances were calculated us-
ing anticipated rates changes of 7% for
health and no change for dental or life.
In total, 2020 budgeted wages, salaries 
and benefi ts amount to approximately 
$1,660,136, an increase of just over 
$93,000 from 2019’s budget – which 
includes $74,000 for the new parks and 
recreation supervisor position noted 
above. 

The city made a reduction in the 
Capital Improvement Fund to $148,992 
from $200,000. Signifi cant purchases 
anticipated for 2020 include $25,000 
for ordinance re-codifi cation, $60,000 
for a Skidsteer, $56,000 for sidewalks 
($56,000) and $48,720 for Safe Routes 
to School. It also includes $40,000 for 
sweeper payments, $36,445 for PW 
Truck, $30,000 toward an outdoor rink
warming house and $70,000 for Parks 
and Trails.

LEVY: Levy goes up by $59,671 in 2020 
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Pilgrims bring their Pioneer
Dennis and Cheryl Klapmeier travelled with 15 others from the Church of God in Grasston 
to the Western Wall in Israel the last week of October to the fi rst week of November this 
year. Readers can show their Pine City pride by submitting pictures of themselves in exot-
ic locations throughout the world. Send all photos to editor@pinecitymn.com. 
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