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BY T.A. LEBRUN
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

The cause of death has 
been recently released 
for Ashley Miller (Carl-
son) whose remains were 
found on the Mille Lacs 
Band of Ojibwe Reserva-
tion in Ogema Township, 
east of Hinckley, on Nov. 
27, 2021. Ashley had gone 
missing on Sept. 24, 2021 
near the Lake Lena Res-
ervation. 

The Midwest Medical 
Examiner’s Offi ce re-
leased the cause of death 
stating it was an accident caused by “combined ef-
fects of methamphetamine and positional asphyxia.” 
The report said that her body was decomposed but 
said the injury occurred as a result of “drug intake, 
suspended from tree by entrapped lower extremity.” 

Currently, the investigation is still open. Pine 
County Sheriff Jeff Nelson said, “We do consider the 
case open. With that, I cannot provide any further 
details on the specifi cs of the case.” He added that 
the case has not been sent to the county attorney’s 
offi ce for review. 

Krista Struck, Miller’s mother, issued a statement 
saying that at this time, the family can’t agree or 
disagree on the medical examiner’s cause of death. 

“Our entire world is different without Ashley in 
it. Ashley is deeply loved and greatly missed,” said 
Struck in a statement. “Ashley had a beautiful heart 
and soul; she saw the best in everyone and wanted 
everyone to see the best in themselves. Our hearts 
break every minute of every day without her. Her 
four children miss and love her so much. They are 
doing the best they can without her. It will never be 
the same again.”

Miller was a mother of four, from the Grantsburg, 
Wisconsin area and 33 years old at the time of her 
death. Struck said that the children’s father, Sam 
Carlson, is now taking care of the children along 
with support from the entire family.

Sheriff Nelson asks anyone with any information 
about what happened to Miller to call the Pine Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce at (320) 629-8380 or the family 
private non-authority tipline monitored by APS 24 
hours a day (218) 241-0341.

STAFF REPORT
EDITOR@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

A warrant has been 
issued for the arrest 
of 24-year-old Dylan 
Benjamin Shankey for 
the August 2021 death 
of his three month old 
daughter.

According to the com-
plaint:

On August 14, 2021, 
Pine County deputies 
responded to a report 
of a three-month-old 
baby not breathing at a 
residence in Sandstone. 
The baby’s grand-
mother called 911 after 
returning home to fi nd 
the infant non-respon-

sive in the arms of her 
father Dylan Shankey 
who stated she had 
not been breathing 
for about 10 minutes. 
Dispatchers walked the 
grandmother through 
CPR until deputies 
and medical personnel 
arrived. The infant 
was transported to the 
hospital where she was 
pronounced dead.

Shankey had been 
left alone to care for 
the infant while the 
infant’s mother went 
to work around 2:30 
p.m. This was only the 
second time he had 
been left to care for 
the infant by himself, 

according to the report. 
The complaint states 
that Shankey told the 
grandmother he had fed 
the baby, put her in the 
bassinet to sleep and 
then picked her up to go 
outside to play with the 
dog. He said the infant 
had been sleeping for 
about twenty minutes.

Shankey was ques-
tioned by law enforce-
ment at the hospital 
where he stated nothing 
unusual had happened 
that day. He said he 
played with the infant 
for a bit, fed her and 
then put her down for 
a nap. Shankey said he 
picked the baby up to 

go outside to throw the 
ball for the dog about 
10 minutes prior to the 
grandparents returning 

BY T.A. LEBRUN
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

Stacy O’Rourke, Pine 
City parks and recreation 
director, stated at the 
recent Pine City Council 
meeting on March 17 that 
lifeguard staff recruit-
ment and retention has 
been diffi cult in the past 

year at the Pine City 
Beach. 

“As the summer season 
approaches, there is 
a national lifeguard 
shortage,” she stated in 
her report to the Council. 
“Staff had been thinking 
outside of the box for 
ways to increase interest 
in being employed as a 

lifeguard at the Pine City 
beach. Staff would like 
to implement a reim-
bursement incentive 
program.”

O’Rourke proposed 
an incentive program 
that would reimburse a 
lifeguard $225 for life-
guard training or $239 
for Water Safety Instruc-

tor training. To receive 
the reimbursement the 
candidate would have to 
pass the hiring process 
and work the 2022 season 
at the beach.  

She listed the alterna-
tives as doing nothing 

Warrant issued for Sandstone man in death of infant

Lifeguard training reimbursement o� ered by City to help recruit lifeguards

PHOTO BY PINE CITY SCHOOL STAFF

Spring 
Fling 
Week! 
Last week was 
Spring Fling Week 
at Pine City Schools 
and featured a 
fun week of goofy 
outfi ts, ending with 
a pep fest. 

Paige Berg, Olivia 
Harshman and Hol-
ly Thieman , ninth 
grade students, 
pose in the choir 
room on “Rain vs. 
Beach day.”

Cause of death determined 
for Ashley Miller (Carlson)

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS : Tribute to long-time music teacher retiring after 39 years.  PG. 8

SEE LIFEGUARDS, PAGE 4 

Front Mugshot - (SHANKEY, DYLAN BENJAMIN -

#P2200277)

Printed on March 21, 2022

(SHANKEY, DYLAN BENJAMIN - #P2200277)
Comments:
Subjects:
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Ashley Miller (Carlson)

Dylan Benjamin Shankey

SEE MURDER, PAGE 5 

RESULTS REALTY

320-629-7541
RESULTS REALTY

RESULTS THAT 
MOVE YOU
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• Residential
• Commercial

RESULTS THAT 
MOVE YOU

• Lake Property
• River Property

885 7th St. SW, 
Pine City, MN 

55063

• Farm/Acreage
• Hunting Land
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A high speed chase 
occured on I-35 and Poke-
gama Lake Road on Tues-
day, March 15 around 
7:30 a.m. resulting in a 
pit maneuver and tasing 
of an International Falls 
man. 

According to the Min-
nesota State Patrol a man 
driving an Impala, Aar-
on Elias Davis, 27, was 
traveling southbound 
on I-35 near Sandstone 
and reported for crossing 
lane lines and “tweak-
ing out on meth.”. State 
Troopers located the ve-
hicle between Sandstone 
and Hinckley on I-35 and 
turned on their emer-
gency lights and sirens. 
Davis failed to stop and 
accelerated in an attempt 
to fl ee from troopers. 

Troopers successfully 
deployed stop-sticks on 
I-35 in an effort to stop 
Davis near Pine City. Da-
vis exited at County Road 
7 and traveled west. 

A state trooper used 
a pit maneuver to stop 
Davis on Canalville 
Lane near Pokegama 
Lake Road. Davis resist-
ed arrest and troopers 
deployed a taser to gain 
compliance. With the as-
sistance of Pine County 

Sheriff’s deputies, Davis 
was eventually taken 
into custody.

During the trooper’s in-
teraction with Davis, the 
trooper observed signs of 
suspected impairment. 
Davis was transported to 
Welia Hospital in Mora 
for further evaluation.

Davis has been charged 
for fi rst-degree DWI, pos-
session of ammo/fi rearm 
and controlled substance 
and driving without a 
valid license. 

During a search of the 
vehicle, law enforcement 
located a pipe with resi-
due that tested positive 
for methamphetamine 
on the front passenger 
side fl oorboard. Law 
enforcement also locat-
ed a backpack on the 
front passenger seat 

that contained two large 
bags with a green leafy 
substance that tested 
positive for marijuana 
with an uncertifi ed 
weight of 836 grams. 
Prescription suboxone 

in Davis’s name was also 
located in the backpack. 
There was also a small 
black pouch containing 
needles, a burned spoon, 
and empty suboxone 
wrappers. There were 

also several butane 
lighters and a large map 
gas canister in the bag. 
Four shotgun shells of 
ammunition were located 
in the trunk. A search 
warrant was obtained for 

a sample of Davis’s blood 
and Davis cooperated 
with providing a sample 
which has been sent to 
the BCA for analysis.

A record check showed 
that Davis’s driving priv-
ileges are cancelled-Inim-
ical to Public Safety and 
he has prior convictions 
for Driving While Im-
paired from January 12, 
2022, DWI- Test Refusal 
from August 2, 2021, and 
Driving While Impaired 
from October 20, 2016.

Additionally, Davis was 
previously convicted of 
Controlled Substance 
Crime in the Third 
Degree on October 30, 
2017, Controlled Sub-
stance Crime in the Fifth 
Degree on December 
21, 2017, felony Bringing 
Contraband into a State 
Prison/Hospital on June 
2, 2014, gross misdemean-
or Introduction of Con-
traband on September 
23, 2013, and Controlled 
Substance Crime in the 
Fifth Degree on August 
19, 2013.

High speed chase on I-35 
results in stop-sticks, 

pit maneuver and tasing
Front Mugshot - DAVIS, AARON ELIAS -

#P2200267

Printed on March 21, 2022

DAVIS, AARON ELIAS - #P2200267
Comments:
Subjects:

Page 1 of 1

Aaron Elias Davis

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Maple syrup 
time!

It’s Maple syrup time 
at the Gallik house-
hold! Pictured right is 
Andy Gallik and mom, 
Becky Gallik, collect-
ing sap from Maple 
trees at their home o�  
Henriette Road in Pine 
City. 

PINE CITY CITYWIDE 
GARAGE SALES

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 7:00 A.M. START
(40 words maximum) 

NAME (s) 

— Check here if you want it included in the listings

PHONE NUMBER 

— Check here if you want it included in the listings

DATE & TIME IF OTHER THAN SUGGESTED ONES:

(Suggested hours 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.) 

Give a brief description of your sale

ADDRESS/LOCATION 

Return with $14 by April 28
to the Pioneer
405 Second Ave SE, Pine City, MN 55063

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL THE PIONEER OFFICE 

AT 320-629-6771

PINE CITY CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE SIGN UP FORM�

�

ADVERTISING OF YOUR SALE 
and YOUR LOCATION ON A 
TOWN-WIDE MAP in the
May 12 Pine City Pioneer

YARD SIGNS

Hurry!
DEADLINE for

registration is NOON

on April 28
$14.00 registration fee

Sponsored by Pine City Pioneer

Start     your educational journey at
www.pine.edu • 320.629.5100

A member of Minnesota State

Please join us!
March 30 or April 13 at 6 PM

 

Use this QR code to register
or go to www.pine.edu/visit!

Thinking about college for the fall? The Pine Technical and Community College 
Admissions team invites you to attend an Open House event on March 30 or 
April 13! Learn more about programs and scholarship opportunities, get help filling 
out or completing your FAFSA, and more! Stay close to home and obtain a high 
quality, accredited education at one of the most affordable colleges in the state! 

Start     your educational journey at
www.pine.edu • 320.629.5100
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March 30 or April 13 at 6 PM

 

Use this QR code to register
or go to www.pine.edu/visit!

Thinking about college for the fall? The Pine Technical and Community College 
Admissions team invites you to attend an Open House event on March 30 or 
April 13! Learn more about programs and scholarship opportunities, get help filling 
out or completing your FAFSA, and more! Stay close to home and obtain a high 
quality, accredited education at one of the most affordable colleges in the state! 

Start     your educational journey at
www.pine.edu • 320.629.5100

A member of Minnesota State

Please join us!
March 30 or April 13 at 6 PM

 

Use this QR code to register
or go to www.pine.edu/visit!

Thinking about college for the fall? The Pine Technical and Community College 
Admissions team invites you to attend an Open House event on March 30 or 
April 13! Learn more about programs and scholarship opportunities, get help filling 
out or completing your FAFSA, and more! Stay close to home and obtain a high 
quality, accredited education at one of the most affordable colleges in the state! 

Attention Veterans!
Looking for a job?

The Veterans Employment Representative, Department 
of Employment and Economic Development will be at 
the Sandstone offi  ce the fi rst Monday of every month.  
Stop in and see the representative from 8:30 to 12:00.  

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
 Pine County Veterans Service offi  ce

320-216-4250

PINE TECHNICAL AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
900 4TH ST. SE, PINE CITY, MN 55063
ALL FEDERAL AND LOCAL LAWS MUST BE OBEYED

PTCC IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS, LOSS OR THEFTS

To register as a vendor, please call (320) 629-4587 or send an email to christopher.keeler@pine.edu
Vendor set-up between 5pm and 8pm Friday, April 8th and after 6am Saturday, April 9th

April 9th - 10th, 2022

Saturday 8am-5pm / Sunday 9am-3pm
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ABOUTABOUTABOUT&
MEETINGS

The Pine City Pioneer does not guarantee 
publication of community events. Space 
limits the size and number of articles. Out 
& About deadline is 3 p.m. Monday. If your 
information must be published, consider 
placing an ad.

March 28 - March 30

Monday: Spaghetti & meat 
sauce, broccoli, fruit sauce, bread 
stick, dessert

Wednesday: Roast turkey, 
whipped potatoes w/gravy, 
squash, dinner roll, dessert

Call the Pine City Senior Cen-
ter at 320-629-3024 between 
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. with any 
questions.

THURSDAY MARCH 24
A Taste of Local

Beer, wine and spirits tasting from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m. at Pizza Pub (500 3rd Ave NE, 
Pine City.) For more information: www.
pinecitychamber.com

FRIDAY MARCH 25
LIve Music at Three Twenty Brewing

Head over to Three Twenty Brewing Co. 
from 5 - 8 p.m. for a night of Live Music 
with Minorbirds.

SUNDAY MARCH 27
Brook Park Fire Department Annual 

Fundraiser

Annual Brook Park Fire Department 
Spaghetti Feed! Come on out, and enjoy 
a spaghetti lunch, meet the fi refi ghters, 
and check out the gear! Starting at 11 
a.m. through 2 p.m. at 6144 Mallard Rd, 
Brook Park. Free will offerings appreci-
ated!

We appreciate your continued support 
of the Brook Park Fire Department! Hope 
to see you all there.

FRIDAY APRIL 1
Stand for Ukraine Rally

Join local advocates for Ukraine on Fri-
day, April 1 and Saturday, April 2 from 
noon to 1 p.m. on the corner of 8th Ave. 
and Main Street for a Stand for Ukraine 
Rally. Donations will be collected there 
as well and sent to trusted relief organi-
zations. 

SUNDAY APRIL 3 
Northern Exposure Photography Club

The northern Exposure Photography 
club will once again be presenting Pic-
tures in Paradise to the public. Members 
of the club will share photos from the last 
2 years. The free event will take at 12:30 
p.m. at the Paradise Theatre (237 S Union 
St, Mora). Doors will open at noon.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 30
PTCC Admissions Open House

Explore Pine Technical & Community 

College on March 30 or April 13 at 6 p.m. 
during an Open House event. Learn about 
programs and scholarship opportunities 
and get help fi lling out your FAFSA form 
and more. To register, go to www.pine.
edu/visit or call (320)629-5100.

SATURDAY APRIL 9
Dinner at the Lake

Join us at Osprey Wilds for our Dinner 
at the Lake event from 5 to 9 p.m. with 
guest speaker, Emily Ford.

In the winter of 2021, Emily Ford and 
Diggins made the trek along the 1200 mile 
Ice Age Trail (IAT) in Wisconsin. For 
more information: info@ospreywilds.org

Osprey Wilds Nature Egg Hunt

Join us this spring for our nature egg 
hunt from 10 a.m. to noon! Go on a short 
walk around our campus and stop at four 
different habitats to hunt for the “eggs” of 
local birds.   

This event is great for children ages 3-8. 
Adults must be present. Registration is 
required. For more information: info@
ospreywilds.org.

Gun & Outdoors Show (April 8-9)

A Gun Show will be held on Saturday, 
April 9 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sunday, 
April 10 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at Pine Tech-
nical and Community College at 900 4th 
St. SE in Pine City. Buy, sell and trade at 
the event. 

SUNDAY APRIL 10
Pancake Breakfast

The Pine City and Pine Area Lions 
Clubs will hold their Annual Pancake 
Breakfast on Palm Sunday, April 10 from 
8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Pine City Ar-
mory. There will be a free will offering at 
the door with proceeds going to the Pine 
Center for the Arts window restoration 
project. 

FRIDAY APRIL 22 
Pine County Coalition of Lake Associations

Spring Meeting
         
Friday, April 22, 2022 10am - 11:30am  

Event is hosted by Pine County Planning 
& Zoning Department. North Pine Gov-
ernment Center 1610 Hwy 23 N, Sand-
stone, MN 55072

ACTIVE  EVENTS
Bless the City Prayer Meetings

Hands for Pine City Outreach Church 
and Journey North would like to extend 
an invitation to community members to 
join with others in a weekly Blessing of 
Pine City prayer meeting. Come anytime.

If you’d like more information, contact 
Julie Samuelson at 320-496-3009. 

NAMI Minnesota O� ers Free Online Mental 
Health Classes

NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on 
Mental Illness) has set up a wide variety 
of free online mental health classes for 
January and February 2022. 

Find a complete listing of these classes 
and how to join in by going to namimn.
org and clicking on “Classes” or go 
straight to https://namimn.org/educa-
tion-public-awareness/classes/sched-
uled/.

Pine City Public Library Book Donations

The Pine City Public Library (300 5th 
St SE) is seeking donations of gently 
used books for our library book store. 
Currently unable to accept textbooks, 
encyclopedias, or items that have ac-
quired a musty odor from being stored 
in sheds and garages. Please call Heidi 
at 320-629-6403 with any questions.

SENIOR DINING

FRIDAY 03/25
AA: 10 a.m., Empower Recovery 
Services, 645 3rd Avenue SW, Pine 
City

AA: 7 p.m., Rush City Lutheran 
Church, 980 W 4th Street. Call 
David 612-387-6094

Weecovery:  7:30 p.m., Empower 
Recovery Services, Second building, 
509 3rd Avenue SE, Pine City

                      SUNDAY 03/27                               
AA: 7 p.m. Evangelical Free Church, 
625 Golf Avenue SW, Pine City. For 
information call 320-438-9121.

                      MONDAY 03/28                                     
Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m., 
Journey North Church, 840 Main St 
S, Pine City

AA: 7:30 p.m., Our Redeemer 
Church, 825 Golf Avenue SW, Pine 
City

                          TUESDAY 3/29                                     
Weecovery: 10 a.m., Empower 
Recovery Services, 645 3rd Avenue 
SW, Pine City 

WEDNESDAY 3/30
Rock Creek AA: 7 p.m., Rock Creek 
City Center, 7080 MN-70, Pine City

Living Sober AA:  7 p.m., Henriette 
Free Methodist Church, 21004 
MN-107, Grasston. Contact Willie 
320-629-3745

Women only AA: 7 p.m., Empower 
Recovery Services, 645 3rd Avenue 
SW, Pine City

THURSDAY 3/31
TOPS: Take o�  pounds sensible
4 p.m. Pine City Library meeting 
room, 300 5th Street SE

Please contact the Pine City Pioneer
with questions, or to make other 
changes to the meeting schedule. 
Contact 320-629-6771 or publicno-
tices@pinecitymn.com

PRESS RELEASE
PINE COUNTY ECONOMIC                                   

DEVELOPMENT

Minnesota Housing an-
nounced over $64 million is 
available to provide affordable 
mortgages to fi rst-time home-
buyers through a collabora-
tion with Minnesota cities 
and counties, including an 
allocation for Pine County.  

Homebuyers can take 
advantage of these resources 
through the Minnesota Hous-
ing Start Up loan program, 
which offers fi xed interest 

rates and downpayment and 
closing cost loans up to $17,000 
for eligible fi rst-time home-
buyers. Buyers can purchase 
homes in Pine County that 
cost up to $311,900. Income 
limits vary by location and 
household size, going up to 
$107,000.

Minnesota Housing is a 
state agency that provides 
access to safe and affordable 
housing and builds stronger 
communities across the state. 
Minnesota Housing offers 
purchase, refi nance, and 
home improvement loans, as 

well as fi nancing for afford-
able rental housing through-
out the state. 

“Community partnerships 
between Minnesota Housing, 
organizations like Pine Coun-
ty HRA-EDA and local lenders 
help over 2,000 households 
a year purchase their fi rst 
homes,” said Minnesota Hous-
ing Commissioner Jennifer 
Leimaile Ho. “These afford-
able loans make homeowner-
ship more accessible for more 
Minnesotans.”

First-time buyers can get 
started by contacting partic-

ipating lenders in the Pine 
County area. Visit www.
mnhousing.gov for a full list 
of approved lenders, current 
interest rates, and program 
eligibility.

Minnesota Housing col-
laborates with individuals, 
communities, and partners to 
create, preserve, and fi nance 
housing that is affordable. 
Find out more at www.
mnhousing.gov. Follow us at 
www.facebook.com/minneso-
tahousing and on Twitter @
mnhousing.

First time homebuyer loans made more available with the help of the County

WEATHER ALMANAC

Date           High Low Precip./Snow
3/15 48 16 0
3/16 50 37 0
3/17 46 33 0
3/18 42 27 0
3/19 48 25 0
3/20 55 23 0
3/21 55 41 0  

WEATHER FORECAST

To Go 
Available

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Downtown Pine City • 320-629-9917

Chicken Cordon Bleu Sandwich w/ Fries & Pasta SaladChicken Cordon Bleu Sandwich w/ Fries & Pasta Salad
Tadpole Burger w/ Fries & Pasta SaladTadpole Burger w/ Fries & Pasta Salad

Chicken Bacon Ranch Melt w/ Fries & Pasta SaladChicken Bacon Ranch Melt w/ Fries & Pasta Salad

Soup & SandwichSoup & Sandwich

Honey Mustard Chicken Crunch SaladHoney Mustard Chicken Crunch Salad

Rodeo Burger w/ Fries & Pasta SaladRodeo Burger w/ Fries & Pasta Salad

Ravioli w/ Meaty Sauce & Garlic BreadRavioli w/ Meaty Sauce & Garlic Bread

Wed.,  Mar. 30
Tues., Mar. 29

Sun., Mar. 27
Mon., Mar. 28

Sat., Mar. 26
Fri., Mar. 25
Thurs., Mar. 24 MEAT RAFFLE

5pm on Friday
DJ 9pm - 1am 
on Fri & Sat

Happy Hour
Every Day 

from 4-6pm

Your One Stop Shop For all Your 
Electronic Needs

Carey’s Communications
160 Evergreen Square SW

Pine City, MN 55063
320-629-6808

Carey’s Ben Franklin
24461 St. Rd. 35/70

Siren, WI 54872
715-349-5057
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Your One Stop Shop For all Your Electronic Needs

Carey’s Communications
160 Evergreen Square SW

Pine City, MN 55063
320-629-6808

Carey’s Ben Franklin
24461 St. Rd. 35/70

Siren, WI 54872
715-349-5057
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WWW.CAREYSCOMMUNICATIONS.COM



F
amily from different states 
came together last week-
end to celebrate my dad’s 
85th birthday. Our similar 

differences always manage to 
incite laughter, especially if we 
tease each other in a non-criti-
cal manner.

The theme for 
entertainment 
this year was 
cell phones. 
Those colorful, 
annoying, ex-
pensive pieces 
of paperweight; 
or in the case 
of the younger 
generations, 
the instrument 

tethered to their bodies that sup-
plies the air and blood that keeps 
them vertical.

I don’t know how the youth to-
day can walk, do homework, so-
cialize, and eat with a cell phone 
glued to their hand and eyes 
glued to the phone screen. When 
I was young, my multi-tasking 

consisted of tuning the radio 
while watching outside the win-
dow for the neighbor boy to come 
home.  

Our younger generation found 
it hilarious that their mothers 
either a) just recently discov-
ered the podcast app on their 
phone, or b) found it while we all 
sat around a table in the hotel 
breakfast area. As the children 
explained about podcasts, down-
loading music, and other apps. 
The mothers soon realized there 
was more to smartphones than 
solitaire and google maps.

This prompted my youngest 
sister Kelly to share experiences 
about lost items. My sister has a 
quick wit and a fl are for story-
telling. Kelly readily admits her 
entire life is a game of hide-n-
seek with the necessary tools 
most of us use daily. She routine-
ly loses cell phones, car keys, 
wallets, ear buds, sunglasses, 
regular glasses, gloves in the 
winter, hats in the summer; and 
where she parks at Walmart. 

Kelly has tried those locator 
systems with the tags and phone 
apps, but those only work if 
you don’t lose the tagged items 
and the phone used for locating 
them. 

In the last couple of years, it 
has become a bit easier for Kelly 
now that her children are teen-
agers. If they want to eat, they 
must fi nd the car keys.

“It’s exciting to fi nd a lost 
item after a few months, it’s like 
living an adventure every day,” 
Kelly said.

“What’s the longest time some-
thing was lost?” I asked.

“Two years, unless there is 
something still lost, and it shows 
up later.”

Kelly is very funny, and my 
other sister and I agree she 
would be a great comedian – 
except if she got lost on the way 
to the show.

TAMI REIDEMAN is a the sales representative 
and  sta�  writer for the Pine City Pioneer.
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Appreciating music in 
the schools 

M
arch is a month we dedicate to appreciation of 
music in our schools. Our family and so many 
others have been blessed by the music program 
in Pine City Schools. 

We moved to Pine City when our oldest 
son was in ninth grade, daughter was 
in seventh grade and youngest son was 
in fi fth grade. We remember sitting 
through endless elementary band and 
choir concerts in Mora, which is my 
alma mater and where we lived for 11 
years prior to moving to Pine City. 

The concerts were alright. The kids did 
great and the instructors were good. But 
when we attended our fi rst concert in 
Pine City, it was different. 

The music seemed to come to life, and 
parents actually seemed to be enjoying 
themselves. I could tell the musical 
pieces were carefully chosen with much 

emphasis on creativity, and the practice really showed. 
It was hands down more enjoyable to attend concerts in 
Pine City, and we now looked forward to going to each 
concert. 

This year, as part of our tribute to Music in the Schools 
month, we’re featuring someone who has been a staple 
to music in Pine City Schools and the community: Kevin 
Cahill. 

I don’t know many people who after 39 years of doing 
anything, still greet people they see with a smile and 
seem excited to be wherever they are. But that is Mr. 
Cahill; my own kids can attest to that. 

Two of our kids had an opportunity to study music 
under Mr. Cahill. Our daughter grew in the knowledge of 
the baritone with his help, and our youngest son, well he 
tried the trumpet, but it wasn’t Mr. Cahill’s fault it didn’t 
quite sink in. In our youngest’s high school years, he 
gravitated toward choir and really connected with Mrs. 
Krinke. 

I’m quite sure our oldest was assisted with his drum 
playing by Mr. Cahill as well. They each enjoyed their in-
teractions with him, and thought he was one of the nicest 
teachers in the school. 

Beyond the infl uence of Mr. Cahill, the other music 
teachers also had a signifi cant infl uence on our kids and 
so many other kids in the district. The music program 
has been amazing because of Jennifer Krinke, Blake 
Groe, Jennifer Hansmann, Joanne Cahill, Kevin Cahill, 
and former band teacher Bradley Mariska.

Anyway, hats off to all the music teachers (and other 
teachers) in Pine City Schools. We appreciate all the 
effort you have poured into the musically inclined, and 
uninclined, students in our school. They are better people 
because of it!

TRACI LEBRUN is the editor at the Pine City Pioneer.

Tami Riedeman

What’s so funny?

With story tips 
and ideas, email: 

editor@pinecitymn.com
LIFEGUARDS: City taking steps in ensure beach safety

FROM PAGE 1

and having a low lifeguard staff 
resulting in fewer swimming 
lessons and hours staffed at the 
beach. She felt this would have 
repercussions for years to come. 

“If it works, it will attract a 
new base of lifeguards allowing 
the beach to provide a safe envi-
ronment and swimming lessons 
for the community,” she added. 

The Council voted unani-
mously to approve the measure.   

They added that if funding is 
stopping someone from apply-
ing that a scholarship program 
is available. With questions 
about the scholarship program, 
please contact Stacy O’Rourke 
at sorourke@pinecitygov.com.
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The Pioneer will
Attempt to publish the news as fairly and 

impartially as possible. Editorial comments 
will be restricted to this page, or when po-
sitioned elsewhere, be clearly identifi ed. All 
sides of controversial issues will be published 
within the capabilities of the newspaper. 

Letters to the Editor will be 500 words or 
less, and are subject to editing for accuracy, 
clarity, libel and civility, and must contain the 
undersigned’s full name and their address. 
Letter writers should live, work or have an-
other connection to The Pine City Pioneer’s 
coverage area. Due to space limitations, 
letters that don’t address local issues are not 

guaranteed publication. 
Sta�   reserves the right to refrain from 

printing a letter. Anonymous letters will not 
be printed. 

Letters may be emailed to: 
editor@pinecitymn.com no later than 5 p.m. 
Monday the week of publication. 

The Pioneer welcomes readers’ sugges-
tions for news stories as well as their com-
ments on stories that have been printed. 

News releases should be typed and in-
clude appropriate contact information. They 
will be printed as space permits in the fi rst 
issue possible. There are no guarantees that 
news releases will run.

From the 
Editor

Traci LeBrun
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G
rowing up in the 60’s, I realize I was pretty 
naïve then, too.  We lived in a small town 
on the Iron Range, a town about the size 
of Pine City. Our house was across from 

a beautiful park built around a lake. As far as I 
knew, there were only fi ve 
churches in town.  

The Episcopalians had a 
beautiful log church right 
across the street from our 
house. The altar and kneel-
ing rails were all made of 
birch—with the bark still at-
tached. The punishment for 
peeling the birchbark was 
death. That always bothered 
me a little because some-
times a guy could acciden-
tally peel some off when he 

was fi dgeting around.  They didn’t have a huge 
congregation, but those who attended drove big 
cars and dressed fancy; I didn’t own a tie, so that 
left me out.  

On our block was the Methodist Church—the 
choice of my dad and half of my 13 siblings. It 
was a huge “showcase” church; it was so big 
they even played basketball tournaments in the 
basement. Every Christmas we put on a play 
about the birth of Jesus. I was a shepherd. Mom 
was busy having babies and didn’t have time to 
make a cloak for me, so I wore my bathrobe. I 
didn’t understand why people behind me were 
snickering until someone pointed out the words 
in big letters on the back of my robe which said, 
“Chief Brave Eagle.” I guess I was supposed to 
turn it inside out, but I didn’t think of that.  

The other half of the family walked two blocks 
to the Presbyterian Church. That church was 
much smaller, and the walk to get there was 
uphill both ways. That cut me out.  

The Catholics had a church on the edge of 
town. I didn’t know much about them, but I 
was always a little irritated because the school 
served tasteless fi sh sticks on Fridays; that is, if 
they didn’t plop tuna noodle hot dish or Spanish 
rice on our trays. I survived though because 
I had something to look forward to—Fridays 
at our house were always “beans, wieners and 
potato chips” night.  No fi sh sticks or hot dish for 
supper. 

I didn’t know much about the Lutherans 
either. Their church looked like a castle, and I 
looked at the entrance every time I passed by 
on my paper route to see if the 95 Theses were 
posted. At least then I could have gotten some 
clues about them.  

My mom was honestly the nicest person in 
town. Busy Highway 169 passed right by our 
house, and we tended to get a lot of visitors. We 
had a big front porch with a swing and some 
comfy chairs. Mormans and Jehovah’s Witness-
es found our location inviting. My mom would 
always welcome them for supper, and after, we 
would sit around in the living room while they 
preached to us.  

I think churches must have had more infl u-
ence on the schools in those days. Back then, 
our schools had something called Religious 
Instruction. Every Thursday, all of our classes 
were shortened, and for the last 90 minutes of 
the school day we went to whichever church 
we normally attended. We all gathered in our 
groups to be escorted to the various churches, 
so it was readily apparent who went where, not 
to mention who stayed back at the school for a 
supervised study hall.  

I never thought too much about my classmates’ 
religious affi liation because it never seemed to 
matter much. I was more concerned about their 
character because I fi gured the type of person 
you are is more important than what church 
you attend. I learned at a young age that we are 
all fl awed individuals, and we’re all part of a 
fl awed human race no matter where we went on 
Thursday afternoon. Peeling birchbark off the 
kneeling rail can teach you that. Not to mention 
being a Chief Brave Eagle shepherd or eating 
fi sh on Fridays.  

What I came to realize is that members of our 
class cared about each other as people.  To this 
day, my classmates still keep in close touch. We 
share the good and bad news that accompanies 
life in our twilight years. We share each other’s 
joy and pain. Of course, we still have disagree-
ments, especially regarding politics, but there is 
a love, humility, gratefulness, and compassion 
that exists not because of which church we went 
to, but because we genuinely care about each 
other as people. That is the kind of “instruction” 
that makes living life so rewarding. At least I 
know I am not naïve about that.  

GEORGE AP JOHNSON is a Veteran and retired Pine City High School 
principal.

What matters mostHeard it on the Streets asks students:
‘WHO HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE TEACHER SO FAR?’

at St. Cloud Cathedral

“Mrs. Davis”

 TJ Davis,

Pine City

“Kyle Allen ”

 Braeden Freetley,

Pine City

“Mrs. Pangerl”

 Tucker Kubesh,

Pine City

“Mr. Mans”

 Ryan Plasek,

Pine City

“Mrs. Campbell”

 Drake Willert,

Pine City

MURDER: Warrant issued for murder of infant
FROM PAGE 1

home. He stated that she 
seemed “normal” when 
he picked her up from 
the bassinet. Shankey 
described his daughter 
as a “fussy girl” and like 
all babies, she sometimes 
cried. He also told depu-
ties that she had refl ux 
issues and diffi culty 
swallowing.  

An initial autopsy was 
performed revealing a 
subdural hemorrhage 
and optic nerve sheath 
hemorrhages. No points 
of impact suggested a 
fall or other injury. The 
doctor performing the 
autopsy suspected infl ict-
ed trauma, specifi cally 
violent shaking, as the 
cause of death. An ex-
panded neuropathology 
exam was requested. 

Shankey was ques-
tioned again on August 
16. He explained that 
after the baby’s mother 

left for work, he played 
with the infant for some 
time, then put her down 
for a nap. He played video 
games during her nap be-
fore she woke up around 
6 p.m. He then stated he 
fed her a six-ounce bottle 
of formula. Shankey told 
investigators that she 
fell asleep during feeding 
and he again put her in 
the bassinet. About ten 
minutes before his par-
ents arrived, he stated 
he picked the infant up 
and went outside with 
her to play fetch with the 
dog. Shankey said the 
baby was not moving or 
making noise during this 
time. He said he wanted 
to cuddle with her and let 
her enjoy the fresh air. 

When confronted, 
Shankey initially said 
he could not think of 
anything that caused 
these injuries. He then 
said he rocked the baby 
for a while to calm her 

so she would take a 
bottle. When asked how 
he would explain the au-
topsy fi ndings, Shankey 
said he may have rocked 
her too hard. Shankey 
admitted when asked, 
that he had thought to 
himself he may have 
caused her death from 
that. When asked if the 
infant was breathing 
when he picked her up to 
go outside, Shankey said 
he thought she was just 
sleeping and he did not 
look at her face because 
her head was facing away 
from him. 

In March of 2022, the 
results of the expanded 
autopsy were released. 
The doctor noted several 
injuries, including hem-
orrhages in the infant’s 
eyes, brain and spinal 
cord. These fi ndings sup-
ported initial assessment 
of externally infl icted 
injuries. 

The fi nal report states 

that the infant’s cause of 
death was a homicide due 
to blunt force head inju-
ry. A contusion and abra-
sion on the infant’s left 
forehead corresponded to 
deep scalp hemorrhage. 
Based on the severity of 
the injuries that caused 
the death, it was deter-
mined they occurred 
while the baby was in 
Shankey’s care. The inju-
ries were so severe that 
the baby would not have 
presented normally after 
their infl iction.

The pending charges 
include second degree 
murder, without intent 
while committing a 
felony and third degree 
murder. If found guilty, 
Shankey could face up 
to 40 years in prison for 
the second degree charge 
and up to 25 years for 
the third degree murder 
charge. 

Massive tax increase on Minnesota’s employers due 
to House Democrat inaction

T
here is plenty of disappoint-
ment among store owners 
and most other Main Street 
business owners these days 

as they will soon feel the impacts 
of an unnecessary, and massive, 
tax increase.

Even though 
Minnesota has 
more than $10 
billion sitting 
in the state’s 
coffers and the 
problem has 
been known 
about for 
months, House 
Democrats – the 
party in charge 
of the Minnesota 
House - refused 
to hear any 
legislation on 
the House fl oor 
that would stop 
a local employer 
tax increase of 

15% or more from being imple-
mented. The deadline to prevent 
these unnecessary tax increases 
was March 15.

A debt of more than $1 billion in 
Minnesota’s Unemployment Insur-
ance Trust Fund is what brought 
the issue forward. The default 
method to eliminate the UI debt is 
tax increases on statewide employ-
ers unless the legislature agrees 
to make the payment in a different 
way. In this case, Minnesota has 
two pots of money available: a $9.3 
billion budget surplus and more 
than $1 billion in unallocated 
COVID relief funding.

To their credit, the Minnesota 
Senate – on a strong bipartisan 
basis – approved legislation that 
would have eliminated this un-
needed tax increase on job provid-
ers. Not only did the House Dem-
ocrat majority refuse to debate 
that bill, but it also failed to bring 
up a solution of its own before the 
March 15 deadline.

House Republicans also attempt-
ed to get things moving. On two 
occasions, we tried to bring bills 
forward that would have prevented 
these tax increases. In both cases, 
House Democrats blocked them 
from debate.

During a recent committee hear-
ing, Governor Walz’s own employ-
ment commissioner even stated 
that a failure to approve legislation 
that eliminated the tax increases 
would “create major problems.”

Well, those major problems have 
now begun because the House 
majority refused to address this is-
sue. Considering all the struggles 
our business owners have faced 
throughout the pandemic, forcing 
them to now take part in a political 
game is truly sad.

NATHAN NELSON is the state representative for 
House District 11B.

George Johnson 

To subscribe to the Pine City Pioneer, visit: 
https://www.pinecountynews.com/site/forms/subscription_services/
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In a large bowl, combine the rhubarb 
and 1-1/2 cups sugar. Transfer to a 
greased 7x11-inch baking dish. Sprinkle 
with marshmallows. In a small bowl, cream the butter, 
vanilla extract and remaining sugar until light and fl uffy. 
Combine the fl our, baking powder and salt; add to the 
creamed mixture alternately with whole milk. Beat just 
until moistened; spoon over rhubarb and marshmallows. 
Bake at 350 degrees until the topping is golden brown, 40-45 
minutes. Serve warm. Makes 12 servings. If using frozen 
rhubarb, measure while it is still frozen and thaw complete-
ly. Drain in a colander but do not press the liquid out.

In a large bowl, combine the fl our, sugar, baking powder, 
salt and pepper. Beat eggs and milk; stir into dry ingredi-
ents until well combined. Stir in the ham, cheese, bacon 
and onion. Fill well-greased muffi n cups three-fourths 
full. Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes or until a toothpick 
inserted in the center comes out clean. Cool for 10 minutes 
before removing to a wire rack. Do not use paper-lined 
muffi n cups for this recipe. Makes 20 muffi ns. Can sub-
stitute 1 pound of cooked Italian sausage for this recipe 
(remove casings before cooking).

March is National Flour Month

4 c. diced fresh or 
frozen rhubarb 

2-1/2 c. sugar, 
divided 

1 c. miniature 
marshmallows 

1/2 c. butter, 
softened 

1 tsp. vanilla 

extract 
1-3/4 c. all-pur-

pose fl our 
3 tsp. baking 

powder 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 c. whole 

milk

2 c. all-purpose fl our 
1/4 c. sugar 
2 Tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
6 large eggs, room tem-

perature 
1 c. milk 

1/2 lb. fully-cooked ham, 
cubed 

1/2 lb. cheddar cheese, 
diced and shredded 

1/2 lb. sliced bacon, 
cooked and crumbled 

1 small onion, fi nely 
chopped

MARSHMALLOW RHUBARB DELIGHT

ON-THE-GO BREAKFAST MUFFINS

Food ‘N 

Friends

Mary Ellen 

Dewey

O
ne of the greatest joys I have had in life is taking 
an old piece of furniture I have an affection for, 
stripping away the old fi nish, repairing what 
needs repaired, applying the right color stain 

and then applying the fi nal fi nish to the piece, thereby 
ending up with a usable and functional piece of furni-

ture that will be enjoyed by others for 
many years to come.

Even though I’ve just described the 
whole process in only four lines, I 
have never worked on a piece of furni-
ture where the task was so simple.

Do you have the right project that 
you know you’ll love and want after 
you are done?  Why spend the hours, 
days, weeks and even months working 
on something that will have no value 
to you afterwards?

Then the stripping away of the old 
begins. Are the corners and seams of 
the old fi nish cleaned out, or did you 
just strip away the old fi nish from the 
front surfaces that others will see?  
Will you be able to look back at it when 

done, and say, “I did my best?”
After stripping, are there joints that need to be 

repaired? Were they prepared properly? Did you glue 
them well?

Are you going to stain the piece before applying 
the proper fi nish? No stain? What color stain? Light?  
Dark?

What type of fi nish? Tung Oil? Varnish? Poly? Or 
something else?

As I thought through this whole process I was re-
minded how similar this process is to our relationship 
with God.  

I know there are times where we feel like one of these 
old, broken down discarded pieces of furniture. What 
good are we? Why am I here? What do I have to offer 
anyone? I’m just me! But, my friend, God not only has 
a level of affection for you, but He loves you with all 
that He is. He loved you so much that in Genesis 1:27 
it says :“So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he cre-
ated them.” If we understand that the fullness of God’s 
beauty can be seen in the fullness of His creation, then 

we also can see that the fullness of God’s image can 
be seen in the beauty of the total picture of “male and 
female.”  

Now, even as we were created in the image of God, 
we were also given the freedom to choose right or 
wrong. Man and woman rebelled, and sin entered the 
world. Romans 3:23 tells us: “… all have sinned.”  Me, 
you, the Pope, Billy Graham, our loving Grandma … 
everyone. 

But the promise of God can be found in Psalm 103:11-
12 where it says: “For as high as the heavens are above 
the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as 
far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed 
our transgressions from us. So, as we read what David 
wrote, we can see where God not only loves us, but He 
provided a way for us to come back to a restored rela-
tionship with Him.

I John 1:9 tells us how that happens: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins …” Romans 10:9 goes on to say: “… if you confess 
with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved.”  

So God loves us! He lets us know what separates us 
from Him. He tells us what we can do about it. But 
then, again, God wants to reassure you about how very 
much He loves you! Not what you’ve done, whether 
good or bad. He loves you! You don’t have to “clean 
up your act.” He loves you! John 3:16 says it all: “For 
God so loved the world that He gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.” If the Creator of all the universe ... 
if the One who was God before time began and will be 
when time as we know it ends ... if the One who gave 
his only Son for you and for me tells us: “I have loved 
you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with 
loving-kindness,” we can know how much He loves us!

If we can invest this much time and love in refi nish-
ing a piece of furniture, what does it say about how 
great the love of God is, who has done so very much 
more for us? He loves us. He removes the stains of sin. 
He mends broken hearts, and in Him, we are a new 
creation. Let me tell you about my Jesus!

JACK DROSTE is the pastor at Henriette Free Methodist.

Furniture refi nishing 101

done, and say, “I did my best?”

Henriette 

Free 

Methodist

Pastor Jack 

Droste
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Proud to sponsor and salute our local church� 

To be included in the Worship Guide or to make changes to your listing please contact Lori at (320) 629-6771 or email class@northstarmedia.net

Church of Christ
815 7th St. SW, Pine City
10 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship Service
4 p.m.  Evening Service 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. Bible Study.
Contact: Greg Douvier
320-336-8978

Dale Evangelical Free Church
45268 Brunswick Rd, Harris, MN 
763-689-5817 
Pastor/Teacher Dr. Harvey Martin 
Sunday School, all ages 9:00 am
Sunday Service 10:25 am 
www.daleefc.com
Awana, Wed. 6:30-8:00pm
Youth, Wed. 6:30-8:00pm

First Presbyterian Church
405 Main St. S., Pine City
320-629-3592
Pastor Rob Spahr
www.firstprespinecity.org
Sunday Worship Celebration 
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School, Preschool-Gr 6 
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Group 6:15 PM

Grace Baptist Church
1 mile Southwest of Pine City 
on Fairway Road (next to I-35) 
320-629-1374 
Pastor Tim W. Stratton 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
for all ages. 11:00 a.m. Preaching 
Service, 6:00 p.m. Evening Service. 
7:00 p.m. Wed. Bible study
6 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Master Clubs for 
children ages 4 to 6th grade.

Hands for Pine City
Hands for Pine City
Outreach Church
Library Community Room
300 5th St. SE
Pine City, MN
Wednesday Nights from 6-7 PM
Outside weather permitting
320-496-3009
Hands4PC@gmail.com
Facebook fan page:
Hands for Pine City
Existing to be the hands of Jesus
to Pine City

Henriette Community Church
(Free Methodist)
One mile North of Henriette on 
HWY 107 • 320-679-4875
Pastor Jack Droste
Sunday School,  9:15 am.;
Sunday morning Worship,
10:15 a.m.

Hinckley Seventh Day 
Adventist
550 1st St. NE, Hinckley
320-384-6167
Pastor: Carlos Rodriguez
Services, Saturday, 11 a.m.
Fellowship lunch 1st and 3rd 
Saturday following services.

Hope Lutheran Church Grasston
Dean Oelfke, Pastor
320-396-3925
hopelutherangrasston.org
Sunday Worship Service 11am
Holy Communion first and third 
Sundays and festival days.

Hustletown Community Church 
(HCC)
Hustletown Non-Denominational
17945 Blue Jay Ln
Pastor Bruce Thompson
651-983-8130
Mail: 1010 3rd Ave SW
Pine City
Sunday School 10:15 am
Worship Service 11:00 am

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church
535 8th St. SW, Pine City 
320-629-2935
Monsignor Alek Suchan
www.icchurchpinecitymn.org
office@icchurcpinecitymn.org
Mass: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 
am, Confession: Saturday
4-4:30p.m., Sunday 9:15-9:45a.m.

Journey North Church
Current location: 
840 Main St S, behind A&W.
Pastor Tim Adams
320-629-6111
Sunday Services: 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery, toddlers and KidVenture 
programs during both services.
www.JourneyNorthChurch.com

Living Water Fellowship
915 W. 8th St. Rush City, MN
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Call 320-358-3818 for weekly Bible 
studies and youth activities.

Open Arms Church of God
406 Pine St., Grasston, MN
320-396-3373
Pastor Gene Sherrod
Spirit Filled Worship
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Children’s ministry

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
825 Golf Ave SW Pine City
320-629-2985
9 a.m Sunday Worship Service & 
Sunday School
In-person
Live Online (www.orlcpc.com)
Live Radio (WCMP 1350AM or 
106.5FM)
Children of Joy Preschool
School Year & Summer sessions

Pine City Evangelical Free 
Church
625 Golf Ave SW
Pastor Joel Preston
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. 
Nursery (infant-3yrs) 
Wednesdays: AWANA (Sept-Apr) 6 
p.m.; Joe Gatzke, Student Pastor 
(Youth Group), 
Jr & Sr High 6:00 p.m.
Phone: 320-629-2584
Email: pinecityefree@gmail.com

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
320-629-2935
19390 Ave, Beroun, MN
Monsignor Alek Suchan
Sunday Mass 8:00 a.m.

South Pine Baptist Church
Meeting at Pine City Library 
Community Room
300 5th St SE, Pine City, MN
Pastor Dennis Eng
320-336-9292
southpinebaptist@gmail.com
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Midweek Bible Study at 6:30p.m.
(Call for location)
www.southpinebaptist.org

Zion Lutheran Church
410 Main St. S, Pine City
Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Growing in Grace Preschool
Mon-Wed- Fri a.m.
Pastor Glen Kleppe
320-629-3683

guideguide

(320) 384-7373 • 710 Spring Lane, Hinckley
www.ElderwoodofHinckley.com

Where You 
Get the Most 
Out of Life

320-629-2561
MEMBER

Serving the Pine City Area Since 1896

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPOT,
CONTACT:

Jackie Dahlberg
Employment and Classifi ed Specialist

Courier O�  ce Main: 320-245-2368
Email: Class@northstarmedia.net

410 Main St. S, Pine City

Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Growing in Grace Preschool
Mon-Wed- Fri a.m.
Pastor Glen Kleppe
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Proud to be a partOF THIS COMMUNITYOF THIS COMMUNITY

166 yrs! 141 yrs!141 yrs!

Pine County - March 1, 1856    •    Pine City - Feb. 14, 1881    •   Pine City Area Chamber of Commerce - 1969

53 yrs!53 yrs!

10 Years 10 Years

9 Years 9 Years 8 Years

empowerrecoveryservices@gmail.com

320-629-0059

EMPOWER RECOVERY SERVICES, LLC

YOUR PROBLEMS. OUR SOLUTIONS

Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder 
Outpatient Treatment

6 Years

 5 Years 5 Years 3.5 Years 6 Months

1105 Hillside Ave. SW, Pine City

Dr. Uyen Pham
320.629.2789

Mom’s Mom’s 
Parkside CafeParkside Cafe

223 5th Street SE, 
Pine City

 (320) 629-4676
320-629-7272

www.northernpinesassisted.com
1305 8th Street SW, Pine City, MN

10762 Lakeview Shore Drive, Pine City, MN

(320) 322-4020
fl oppycrappielakesidepub.comIF YOU CAN DREAM IT...

WE CAN BUILD IT.

6 Years

320-629-3969 • Pine City, MN
Natural Foods • Supplements

Health/Beauty/Organics

www.EideCDJR.com
320-629-5300

Pine City

Pine City:
320-629-1149

Forest Lake:
651-982-0002

Our Cambridge & Lindstrom locations have been 
operating since 1985 and our Pine City location is 

celebrating its 10th birthday this year!
www.embracemn.com

763-689-3141 • 651-257-4445

320-629-1066
245 3rd Ave SE 

Pine City, MN 55063

14 Years

INCORPORATED

www.thepinecityscrapbookingco.com

(320) 629-9960
415 2nd Ave SE, Pine City, MN 55063

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
10am to 5pm (Closed Tues.)

18 Years

PIT STOP
Auto Repair

19001 County Hwy 61, Pine City

PIT STOPPIT STOP
Sheldon’sSheldon’s

19001 County Hwy 61, Pine City19001 County Hwy 61, Pine City

320-629-7867320-629-7867

14 Years

325 Airport Rd. NE 
Pine City, MN

 Advance Design & 
Systems, LLC

(320) 629-6697
www.advancedesign-sys.com

20 Years 19 Years 11 Years

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
635 13th St. SW., Pine City

320-629-0123
HOURS: M-F 8-5

CAR PICKUP AVAILABLE (WITHIN CITY LIMITS)

18 Years
HOFFMANN   

1320 Northridge Dr. NW, Pine City
320-629-6363

320-629-3531
815 Main St. So., Pine City

www.DalesHeatingandAppliance.com

22 Years 22 Years

Minnesota and Wisconsin Realtor
Call/Text: 651.775.0108

bonnie.carlson@kw.com
210 Main St. S, Pine City

Bonnie Carlson
Realtor/Home Stager

545 3rd Ave SE, 
Pine City, MN

320-629-4732
GREAT OPPORTUNITIES

43 Years 42 Years 37 Years 27 Years

“Providing Quality Services Since 1995”“Providing Quality Services Since 1995”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES!
(612) 221-1416
PINE CITY, MN 55063

www.jeff soutdoorservices.com

320-629-7586
spearandswanson.com

615 3rd Ave SW, Pine City, MN

Althoff &  Althoff &  
Nordquist, LLCNordquist, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
www.althoffandnordquist.com

Carl D. Nordquist Jr., CPA
Robert R. Althoff, CPA

1300 Northridge Dr NW, Unit 1, Pine City, MN
320-629-6185

  320-629-7600320-629-7600
www.hoperealized.comwww.hoperealized.com

Mental Health Mental Health 
and Personal and Personal 
Counseling Counseling 
for children, for children, 

teens and adultsteens and adults
• Docks & Lifts

•Structural Steel Fabrication
Pine City, MN • 320-629-6737

www.dakacorp.com

45 Years

51 Years 49 Years 46 Years 46 Years

500 3rd Avenue NE 
Pine City, MN 55063
(320) 629-6468

320-629-6428
625 Henriette Rd N.W.Pine City, MN

10413 Golf Course Rd. SW, Pine City, MN

320-629-3848

57 Years

www.pine.edu
320-629-5100

900 Fourth St. SE, Pine City, MN

73 Years 70 Years 67 Years 65 Years

320-629-2549

CAVALLIN

WWW.CAVALLINFORD.COM
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm; 

Sat. 8 am-3 pm
630 13th Street Pine City, MN

820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, 820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063MN 55063

320-629-3955320-629-3955

Eats • Treats • Smiles

BERCHIN’S A&WBERCHIN’S A&W

205 Main St. S, Pine City, MN

320.629.2020

Flowers for all occasions
241 Main St. S. 
Pine City, MN

320-629-2045
flowerboxpinecity.com

The Flower Box
77 Years

Pine City 
American 

Legion
Post 51

525 Main St N, Pine City
(320) 629-2021

113 Years

See us for...
• Fine Gifts
• Home Decor Items
• Imported Chocolate
• Tiffany Lamps

Pine City • 320-629-3437Pine City • 320-629-3437

Sauser’s HardwareSauser’s Hardware

560 3rd Ave. SE | Pine City

320.629.2561
frandsenbank.com Real people. 

Real results.

Member FDIC

CA
03

29
21

126 Years

25 Years

217 Main St. S., Pine City, MN 55063
Knewman@Farmersagent.com

Vehicle • Home • Life • Business • Motorcycle

KEVIN NEWMAN
Your Local Agent

320-629-7238320-629-5000

25 Years

900 Main St. S. Pine City, MN

651.215.3500

25 Years

13 Years

"The Arts for Everyone" 
Gallery: 265 5th Street SE

3rd Ave Gifts: 505 3rd Ave SE
www.pinecenter.org

12 Years

WWW.PINEAGENCY.USWWW.PINEAGENCY.US

Serving you from multiple locations! Serving you from multiple locations! 
Pine City  *  Aitkin  *  Ham Lake  *  McGregor  *  Moose Lake  

5 locations with over 200+ years combined insurance experience! 
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SPONSORED BY THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES:
HOFFMANN

HARDWARE
1320 Northridge Drive NW, Pine City1320 Northridge Drive NW, Pine City

320-629-6363320-629-6363

1025 Main St. N. • Pine City, MN 55063
www.stansequip.com

320-629-6193
Docks & Lifts, Energy, Fabrication
Pine City, MN • 320-629-6737

www.dakacorp.com

Call Karen or Rita for an Appointment
18582 Alabaster Rd. • Pine City, MN 55063

(320) 629-6640

PROTECTING WHAT’S IMPORTANT!

1300 Northridge Dr. N.W., Pine City
(320) 629-2515

www.pineagency.us

We are here for you!

320-629-1066
245 3rd Ave SE, Pine City

SALES, SERVICES & INSTALLATION 

815 Main St. S. • Pine City, MN  
320.629.3531320.629.3531 

Nicoll’s Cafe
DAILY BREAKFAST

& DINNER SPECIALS
320-629-6833

255 Main St. S, Pine City

Celebrating Music in the Schools month
The End of an Era: Kevin Cahill retires after 39 years

BY  DIANE ENGELSTAD
With so much emphasis in education 

being put on standardized testing and 
science and math, at times it is easy to 
overlook the benefi ts of another area of 
learning, one that helps students develop 
language skills, memorization, coordi-
nation, discipline, pattern recognition, 
teamwork, and self-confi dence. This 
amazing subject is music, and the many 
benefi ts of music are well-known to Pine 
City’s long-time, junior high band direc-
tor, Kevin Cahill. 

Cahill’s uncle was a band director, and 
at the age of 5 or 6 when Kevin started 
piano lessons, he knew he wanted to be 
a music teacher too. Along the way, he 
added the trumpet and bass to the piano 
as his primary instruments but learned 
to play all the band instruments while he 
attended the University of Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire. He graduated from UW-Eau Claire 
in 1983 with a bachelor’s in music educa-
tion with instrumental emphasis degree 
and took his fi rst job teaching music in 
Pine City. As it turned out, it ended up 
being his only job.

Two years later, he married his college 
sweetheart Joanne, also a music major at 
Eau Claire, and brought her back to Pine 
City with him. Joanne soon got a job at 
the elementary school and together they 
settled in, teaching music, serving as the 
music ministry team at their church, 
participating in community musicals, 
playing for weddings and funerals and 
eventually raising fi ve musical children. 

Now, however, after directing ap-
proximately 450 concerts, participating 
in numerous musicals, heritage plays, 
Art in the Park, and teaching countless 

lessons, Cahill is making some changes 
and will be retiring in June. Throughout 
Cahill’s 39 year tenure at the school, he 
has seen many changes, the most obvi-
ous being the physical expansion of the 
music department. The space has grown 
in size from the one room that the band 
and choir shared at the beginning of his 
career to the much roomier and acousti-
cally-balanced space that was added in 
2015. 

The number of student opportunities 
has also increased with separate fi fth 
and sixth grade bands and two junior 
high bands. Cahill also brought jazz, 
his favorite musical genre, to the school 
with the addition of a jazz ensemble. For 
many years, the jazz band gave students 
an opportunity to learn a different style 
of music and to perform throughout the 
state.

This spring Cahill will be directing 
his fi nal concerts as a Pine City band 
director. His plans in retirement are un-
decided, but music will continue to play 
a role. Among other things, he intends to 
do some piano tuning and continue his 
music ministry at mass each Sunday. Ca-
hill admits that there are things he will 
miss in retirement, especially the people 
he works with, the day to day interactions 
with staff and students, and the chal-
lenges each day brings. 

But even after nearly 40 years, hun-
dreds of students and all he has accom-
plished, Cahill is not one to “toot his 
own horn.” He is quick to give credit 
for the growth and success of the music 
programs at both the high school and 
elementary to the continuity of his col-
leagues, Jennifer Krinke, Blake Groe, 

Jen Hansmann and of course, his wife 
Joanne, as well as his good friend and 
mentor, Paul Bacigalupi, with whom Ca-
hill worked and made music for 24 years, 
while downplaying his own “instrumen-
tal” infl uence.

 The Pine City community, he says, also 
deserves recognition for its support of 
music in the schools through the years. 

Cahill will be greatly missed as a col-
league, mentor and band director at the 
high school, but this spring’s concerts 
will not be his swan song; he’s just go-
ing to be singing a different tune in the 
future.

INVISALIGN AND BRACE FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

www.embracemn.com| 763-689-3134| 651-257-4445 1105 Hillside Ave SW, Pine City, MN 55063

Pine City 
Family Dental
pcdentaloffi  ce@yahoo.com

320.629.2789

PHOTO BY DIANE ENGELSTAD

 Cahill holds a trumpet, one of the many 
instruments he is fl uent in. 

PHOTO BY T.A. LEBRUN

Cahill assists with recording of the recent senior high band and choir concert as he has 
done countless times over the years.

405 2nd Ave SE, Pine City • 320-629-6771

P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T YDON’T MISS A BEAT!
Subscribe to your local 

newspaper today!
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BY L.E. FURBER
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

March is National 
Athletic Trainer Month, 
and some of our schools 
are fortunate to have  
athletic trainers from 
Welia Health. Athletic 
training focuses on safe, 
optimal participation in 
sport and active life-
styles and getting back 
to the sports athletes en-
joy following an injury.

Luke Keranen has 
been the athletic trainer 
at East Central High 
School for six years. 

Keranen received his 
degree from Northwest-
ern College in St. Paul. 
He was infl uenced in 
becoming a trainer by 
this father. 

“My dad actually went 
back to school when I 
was a high school stu-
dent and took a course 
in injury prevention,” 
said Keranen. “When 
my fi rst major in college 
didn’t seem like a good 
fi t, I remembered think-
ing that sports medicine 
looked interesting from 
looking at my dad’s 
school books.”

With her undergrad-
uate and graduate de-
grees from The College 
of St. Scholastica in 
Duluth, Tember Ansel-
mo has been working 
with our athletes at 
Hinckley-Finlayson 
High School for the past 
two years.

“I was a three-sport 
athlete in high school 
and knew I wanted to 
have a career in the 

medical fi eld. When I 
separated my shoulder 
in basketball my senior 
year, I had to do phys-
ical therapy. I really 
liked the idea of what 
physical therapy was 
about but wanted to stay 
more on the athletic side 
of things. After some 
research that led me to 
this career of athletic 
training,” said Anselmo. 
“This is my third year of 
being an athletic trainer 
and I really do love it. 
Probably my favorite 
thing is having a part 
in the recovery of an in-
jured athlete and seeing 
them get back to playing 
the sport they love.”

Becky Zelenko also en-
tered the fi eld of athletic 
training, after a high 
school sports injury, 
and has been working 
with the Pine City High 
School athletes for the 
past six years. 

“When I was a fresh-
man in high school, 
I tore my ACL while 
playing in a basketball 
game,” said Zelenko. 
“I had a really good ex-
perience working with 
my high school athletic 

trainer before and after 
surgery that I knew 
that this was the fi eld 
that I wanted to work in 
someday.”

Zelenko attended the 
College of St. Scholastica 
in Duluth to obtain her 
bachelor’s in exercise 
physiology and her mas-
ter’s in athletic training. 
What she enjoys most 
about being a certi-
fi ed athletic trainer is 
helping student athletes 
return to play after sus-
taining an injury. 

“It is rewarding to see 
student athletes regain 
their confi dence and 
then test that confi dence 
during games, matches 
or meets,” said Zelenko.

What should someone 
who is considering a ca-
reer in athletic training 
know?

“There are many more 
opportunities becoing 
available than in the 
traditional athletic set-
tings, and be prepared 
to have to sell yourself 
and the profession on 
a regular basis,” said 
Luke Keranen. “There 
is still much confusion 
about what our role is 

and can be.”
“I know sometimes, to 

people watching what 
we do, it might look 
like we spend a lot of 
time just sitting on the 
bleachers (trust me we 
do), but there are a lot 
of hours of treatments, 
evaluations and consol-
ing that happen in our 
offi ces,” said Tember. 

“I spend a lot of my 
time at home thinking 
about a specifi c athlete’s 
injury and what I can 
do the next day to help 
them recover faster or 
make them feel better,” 
said Anselmo. “It calls 
for some very long days 
and sometimes not get-
ting into bed until after 
midnight, but it has 
been very rewarding for 
me.”

Zelenko added, “A 
person who is consider-
ing a career in athletic 
training should know 
that you work long, cra-
zy hours some months, 
but it’s all worth it when 
your teams perform well 
and are injury free.”

March: National Athletic Trainer Month

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Pine City High School Athletic Trainer Becky Zelenko (above left), East Central High 
School Athletic Trainer Luke Keranen (center) and Hinckley-Finlayson High School Athlet-
ic Trainer Tember Anselmo (right).

School board moves ahead 
with outside hiring consultant 

to new superintendent

BY T.A. LEBRUN
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

The Pine City School 
Board is moving ahead 
with one of the two 
superintendent search 
fi rms who presented at 
a special board meeting 
on Friday, March 18. The 
board voted to hire Ray 
and Associates as their 
fi rm of choice based 
on the thoroughness 
of search that the fi rm 
provides. 

Discussion took place 
regarding the value of 
hiring the fi rm. Board 
member Candice Ames 
said, “I feel like a lot of 
the process has changed 
over time and the search 
process today is much 
more complex in gath-
ering information about 
applicants than it ever 
used to be. The kind of 
search we used to do 
probably doesn’t fi t.”

Board member Lezlie 
Sauter said, “The fi rst 
proposal (Ray and As-
sociates) really gets into 
what makes us tick or 
get out of sync. In light 
of recent events, maybe 
we need to think outside 
the box. I also liked the 
emphasis on equity.”

Board chair Dan Peter-
son said, “You’re getting 
a lot more from the fi rst 
one.”

Board member Tim 
Geisler said, “After 
hearing both of them, I 
don’t want to do it on our 
own … I would waive my 
per diem in this whole 
search.” Several other 
board members offered 
to do so as well. 

The board ultimately 
decided they wanted a 
fi rm that could begin a 
search right away given 
the decreasing amount 
of time to fi nd a qualifi ed 
candidate able to start 
this summer. 

Craig Morris, a repre-
sentative from Ray and 
Associates, said that he 
expects to produce ap-
proximately 30-40 appli-
cants and that Pine City 
offers a rich experience 
for a potential candidate 
given its geographical 

location, fi nancial con-
ditions, infrastructure, 
community involvement, 
and the opportunity to 
identify new leaders that 
can bring stability to the 
district going forward. 

Morris said he could 
start right away this 
week and would offer a 
recruiting option. The 
other fi rm did not have 
that option. 

“We will also talk with 
people in the communi-
ty,” said Morris. “You 
may have individuals in 
the Pine City area who 
are qualifi ed.” 

Board member Becci 
Palmblade said she is 
concerned that board 
members’ conduct of 
a new superintendent 
would be professional 
in the future to create 
better retention.

Peterson replied, “We 
voted on a resolution 
on Monday night, and 
that resolution says that 
every one of us is going 
to live according to the 
code of ethics for a board 
member. The majority 
voted on it and passed it 
… I’m going to be watch-
ing it, and if they are 
going to violate it, they 
will be removed. There 
has been more than one 
violation, and we’re go-
ing to keep an eye on it.” 

OPEN SCHOOL BOARD SEAT
Discussion took place 

about the process to 
replace former school 
board member Lisa Nos-
Tollefson who recently 
resigned. Peterson said 
that he expects the 
process to be the same 
as the last replacement 
when Lezlie Sauter was 
appointed by the board 
to replace Wendy Liebel. 
“We will put informa-
tion out and people can 
apply,” said Peterson. 

A special board 
meeting will be held on 
Thursday, March 24 at 6 
p.m. to discuss further 
action and a timeline 
with Ray and Associates 
and to discuss a timeline 
for appointing a new 
school board member.

Meet the local 
athletic trainers

The Pine City School Board met for a special meeting on 
Friday, March 18. Pictured left to right are Becci Palmblade, 
Lezlie Sauter, Dan Peterson, Tim Geisler, and Candice Ames.

BY T.A. LEBRUN
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

Townships across the 
state and in Pine Coun-
ty held their election 
of offi cers on Tuesday, 
March 8. Below are the 
results. 

Chengwatana Town-
ship results: Christo-
pher Miller was elected 
as a supervisor. Katy 
Overtoom was elected 
as clerk. 

In Royalton Town-
ship, Jeff Schlaeger was 
re-elected supervisor 
and Duane Swanson 
was re-elected clerk.  

Pokegama Township 
elected Dean Swenson 
as a supervisor.

In Nickerson Town-
ship, Bernice Marier 
ran unopposed for 
supervisor, and Barb 
Mercer ran unopposed 
for clerk. 

In Bremen Township, 
Taylor Bednar was 
elected clerk, and Gary 
Stewart was elected as a 
supervisor.

In Hinckley Town-
ship, Justin Hanson was 
elected as a supervisor, 
and Angela Charchenko 
was elected clerk. 

In Clover Township, 

Jeff Kappauf was elected 
supervisor and Sandra 
Nelson elected as clerk. 

In Fleming Township, 
George Kordiak was 
elected as a supervisor.  

In Ogema Township, 
Charles Kramer was 
elected supervisor and 
Robert Sunstrom clerk. 

In Mission Creek 
Township, Gene Rootkie 
was elected supervisor. 

In Kettle River 
Township, Nathan Ro-
manowski was elected 
supervisor, and Mindy 
Jerry was elected clerk. 

In Norman Township, 
Michael Platzer was 

elected supervisor, and 
Judy A. Nelson was 
elected clerk. 

In Arlone Township, 
Steve Nelson was 
elected supervisor, and 
Denise Christiansen 
was elected clerk. 

In Arna Township, 
Janet Proffi t was elected 
as a supervisor and 
Cheryl Wickham as 
clerk. 

In Brook Park Town-
ship, a tie occurred 
between Ron Hanson 
and Jared Rosati. Ron 
Hanson was determined 
the winner by lot. 

Townships hold local elections

‘Let’s Go Fishing’ is gearing up for new season
PRESS RELEASE

EAST CENTRAL MINNESOTA LET’S 
GO FISHING

Let’s Go Fishing East 
Central Minnesota 
Chapter is gearing up 
for a new season of 
taking folks on two hour 
fi shing or boating trips 
starting in June. We 
take groups from nurs-

ing homes and assisted 
living facilities, veter-
ans, and adults with 
disabilities, multi-gen-
eration families and 
individuals at no cost to 
our guests. Our handi-
cap accessible pontoons 
are kept on Rush Lake 
and Chisago Lake.  

We are looking for 
more volunteer’s to be 

Captains and Mates 
on our trips. For those 
interested we are hav-
ing an informational 
meeting Tuesday, April 
5th at 6:00 pm at the 
North Branch Library. 
All are welcome to stop 
and talk to a current 
guide and complete a 
volunteer application.

Our Captains and 

Mates say volunteering 
for this organization is 
one of the most reward-
ing things they do!

For more information, 
call 612-419-8827.

Thank you,
East Central Minneso-

ta Let’s Go Fishing

With tips or story ideas, email: 

editor@pinecitymn.com
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PHOTOS BY LISA JOHNSON

Stand for 
Ukraine Rally

Local advocates joined together 
for a Stand for Ukraine last Fri-
day on Main Street and will be 
rallying again on Friday, April 1 
and Saturday, April 2 from noon 
to 1 p.m. on the corner of 8th 
Ave. and Main Street. Organizer 
Mary Kay Brautigan invited 
the public to join them in April 
and said that the group raised 
$150 to be sent to trusted relief 
organizations. 

PHOTOS BY PINE CITY SCHOOL STAFF

Spring Fling Week fun!
Sta�  and students alike from Pine City high and elemen-
tary schools celebrated their Spring Fling Week last week 
with several dress up days. The high school had Dress like 
a Dad Day, Rain vs. Beach Day, Anything but a Backpack 
Day, Construction Day and on Friday, Groutfi t Day (wear 
all gray). The elementary celebrated 80s Day, Wear your 
Clothes Backwards Day, Sports Day, Pajama Day, and Hat 
Day. 

We will be at the following locations:
April 12th, 9AM- 1PM
 Cabina Caffe’ | Pine City

May 11th. 2-5PM 
Cabina Caffe’ | Pine City

Or give us a call to schedule an appointment or a Video Meeting:
320-629-2515 or 612-747-2726

Pine Insurance Agency/Possehl Agency

Possehl Agency

Are you turning 65 this year?
Are you on Medicaid and have 
questions about your options?

Join us for a Medicare Meet up
Ask questions, get information, no pressure!

73
22

35

 Currie
 Myers &
 Associates, Ltd.
 Certified Public Accountants
 Audits & Reviews
 Planning & Taxation for: Estates, Trusts,
 Corporates, Partnerships and Individuals
 320-629-2090
 1015 Hillside Ave SW, Pine City.

(320) 384-7901

SCHMIDT CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

All types of Residential 
& Commercial Buildings

GERALD SCHMIDT 102 SECOND ST. NE 
Owner HINCKLEY, MN 55037

“Advanced, affordable eye care delivered
in the manner all patients deserve.”

Pine Eye Associates
320-629-7262  • 866-629-7262

110 Evergreen Square, Pine City • www.pineeye.com

Dr. IversonDr. Garofalo

Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8am-5pm, Fri. 8am-4pm 

Improving the oral health and overall wellbeing 

of our community and it’s members through 

education and meaningful contribution.

Oak Park
Dental

Dr. Dylan Ascheman DDS
505 Johnson Ave SE    Pine City, MN 
Phone 320.629.2282 Fax 320.629.3357

320-629-2282
505 Johnson Ave SE    Pine City, MN •

Dr. Dylan Ascheman DDS
Dr. Carrie Carlson DDS

www.oakparkdentalclinic.com

www.cambridgeorthomn.com

320-629-9944 • 763-689-3134

  Matthew M. Sievers, D.D.D., M.S.

705 4th AVE SW, Pine City  • 140 Birch St.N, #106, Cambridge

Invisalign & Braces - Free Initial Exam
Cambridge and Pine City

Althoff & Nordquist, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

www.althoffandnordquist.com
Carl D. Nordquist Jr., CPA

Robert R. Althoff, CPA

Let us do the work for you!

124 East Forest
Mora, Minnesota

Telephone: 320-679-4846

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Write-Up, Personal, 
Partnership and Corporate Taxes

1300 Northridge Dr., NW Unit #1
Pine City, Minnesota
Telephone: 320-629-6185

CALL-A-SPECIALIST

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SPOT, CONTACT:

Tami Riedeman
Sales Representative

Pine City Pioneer
Offi  ce: (320)629-6771 
Cell: (320) 322-1551                                                                

sales@pinecitymn.com

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SPOT, CONTACT:

Tami Riedeman
Sales Representative

Pine City Pioneer
Offi  ce: (320)629-6771 
Cell: (320) 322-1551                                                                

sales@pinecitymn.com
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BY DONNA SANDBERG
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

10 Years Ago, 2012
Tippi Hedren visit 

the Wildcat Sanctuary: 
Though most know Tippi 
Hedren for her work in 
Hitchcock fi lms and be-
ing mom to actress Mela-
nie Griffi th and mother-
in-law to Actor Antonio 
Banderas. Those who 
love exotic cats know her 
as founder of Shambala 
Preserve and the ROAR 
foundation and president 
of the American Sanctu-
ary Association. Tippy 
was able to spend the day 
at the Wildcat Sanctuary 
thanks to her road to 
Hollywood classic fi lm 
tour stop in Minneapo-
lis. Hedren said, “I am 
amazed and proud to see 
how the sanctuary has 
grown and all that’s been 
developed since my last 
visit, especially consider-
ing the small budget the 
sanctuary operates with 
compared to much larger 
organizations.

25 Years Ago, 1997
Fire museum is down 

to pennies: Important 
County resource suffers 
big funding crisis.

“We used to be more 
lucrative than we are 
now,” said Jeanne 
Coffey, director of the 
Hinckley fi re Museum. 
Just to open and stay 
open through the end of 
May the museum needs 
$6,000. Consequently, a 
benefi t auction for the 
museum has been sched-
uled for Friday May 9 at 
the Hinckley Community 

Center. The Hinckley 
Fire Museum opened its 
doors in 1976. Coffey has 
been the director since 
1980. We are a branch of 
the Pine County Histori-
cal Society, but we’re not 
operated by them. We 
have our own board of di-
rectors. We don’t get city 
funding. We get a small 
stipend from the county.

50 Years Ago, 1972
Honey Sunday: Spon-

sored by the Jaycees will 
be held this year on April 
9. The honey will be 
available in local grocery 
stores starting this week. 
On Honey Sunday, the 
Jaycees will conduct a 
house-to-house sale in 
Pine City and Hinckley. 
Last year, Pine City 
placed eighth in the state 
competition of selling 
honey, and this year they 
hope to place fi rst.

It was announced this 
week that Robert Sa-
lonek, owner of the Pine 
Camp Ballroom, has sold 
his ballroom business 
and residence to Alan 
and Betty Wahlberg of 
New Brighton. They have 
been in operation of the 
business since the spring 
opening of Pine Camp on 
March 18.

Opening soon! Rock 
Garden Lounge located 
at the Interstate 35W and 
Junction 70, Rock Creek. 
Phil Dickey and Dick Ku-
zel are the proprietors.

75 Years Ago, 1947
The little community 

of Rock Creek came 
through with it’s usual-
ly good spirit to top its 

quota in the Red Cross 
fund campaign, not only 
by a few dollars, but more 
than doubled it! The 
quota for that commu-
nity was set at $105 and 
present reports indicate 
that a total of $230.50 has 
been contributed in the 
campaign.

Wisconsin residents 
who are interested in 
having the Saint Croix 
River toll bridge being 
made a free bridge have 
been active during the 
current session of the 
Wisconsin legislature 
in having the legislation 
introduced where by the 
states of Wisconsin and 
Minnesota would pur-
chase the bridge from its 
present owners.

Brook Park. Vylan 
Numson had the misfor-
tune of breaking several 
ribs last week when his 
horses ran away from 
him while hauling logs. 
The logs fell on Mr. Num-
son, knocking him down, 

and the vehicle passed 
over him.

100 Years Ago, 
1922

Kozy Korner is the 
name of the new store 
owned by Ted Buselmei-
er. Mister Buselmeier 
was open for business 
last week with a good 
stock of cigars and 
smokers supplies, school 
supplies, stationary and 
a complete line of box 
and bulk candy. There is 
a modern soda fountain, 
new ice cream tables to 
match the fi xtures for the 
booths.

The head of the Big 
Moose shot by Henry 
Blank last fall and 
given to Webb Hodge is 
attracting quite a little 
attention. Mr. Hodge has 
had the head mounted 
and hung in his offi ce. It 
is a beautiful specimen 

and is one of the largest 
ever brought to town. It 
measures 50 inches from 
tip to tip and weighs 104 
lbs.

125 Years Ago, 
1897

A.F. Brackett has been 
hauling piling to build 
Mr. McAllen’s boat house 
for the accommodation of 
the launch that he bought 
in Grantsburg recently. 
Mr. McAllen will build a 
fi ne boat house and have 

it rigged so that he can 
pull his boat out when 
not in use.

Burger Bros. Saw Mill 
shut down Monday night 
and will not resume 
operations until after the 
ice goes out. They have 
cut all the logs that are 
handy to the slip and the 
ice is so rotten they are 
afraid to put a team on 
to draw the logs so as to 
reach them from the mill, 
hence the shutdown.

FILE PHOTO    

On thin ice?
Two ice fi sherman decided 

to ignore the thermostat, 
which read 70 degrees 
and head on to the ice of 
Crosslake for one last try on 
Monday March 14. 

The two had climbed out 
onto the ice on a makeshift 
bridge but reported that 
the ice had receded from 
the shore since then, and 
they weren’t sure exactly 
how to make it back to shore 
without getting soaked.

Years Ago: 
Tippi Hedren visits Wildcat Sanctuary

We are a third generation, family-owned construction company that was founded 
in 1926 by three Duininck brothers. While our capabilities have expanded over the 
years, our values-based approach to each project has remained the same – we start 
with great relationships, do quality work, and honor our commitments. 
We hire the best in the fi eld and we are committed to providing our employees 
with opportunities to grow in their jobs. We believe in supporting the commu-
nities we serve, investing in people, and living our values every day.

Join us as we build strongJoin us as we build strong
communities and solid careers.communities and solid careers.

JUST SOME OF THE POSITIONS WE ARE LOOKING TO FILL RIGHT NOW ARE:

ASPHALT / 
PAVING:

•Area Manager
•Estimator/

  Project
Manager

•Paver Operator
•Plant Oiler

•Plant Technician
•Loader /

Dozer Operator
•Utility Operator

•Laborer

AGGREGATES:
•Operations Manager

•Crusher
Operator

•Loader / Dozer 
 Operator

•Wash Plant Operator
•Laborer
BRIDGE:

•Carpenter/
Laborer/Welder 

UNDERGROUND:
• Backfi ller
•Excavator
Operator 

•Pipelayer
•Topman

GRADING:
•Excavator Operator

•Utility Operator
& Side Dump Drivers

phone  320-978-6011  web  duininck.com 

Duininck is an EEO/AA/M/F/Vet/Disability Employer 

�������������� �����������������
opportunit ies to jo in our team

These jobs and many more await you!
Check out all of our positions at Duininck.com

Bridge the gap between uncertainty 
and your own secure future.

   Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
Teller/Personal Banker – Murdock
Loan Administration Supervisor – Clara City
HR Specialist – Clara City
Cash Management Specialist – Clara City
Controller – Howard Lake
RE Loan Processing Lead – Clara City, Howard Lake
Compliance Specialist – Clara City
Loan Offi cer I – Clara City
Seasonal Banking Asst. – Clara City, Howard Lake
Loan Servicing Specialists – Clara City, Howard Lake

To view our job posting or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

WE’RE HIRING!
The City of Kerkhoven, MN, Public Works Department, 
is seeking a full-time Public Works Supervisor starting 
immediately. A complete job description and benefi ts 
package is available upon request.

Minimum requirements: Possess a MN Class D Water 
Operator’s and Class C Sewer Operator’s License and able 

to obtain a Class B Driver’s License within 6 months of employ-
ment. Have a valid MN Class D Driver’s License and a satis-
factory driving record. All applicants will be required to have a 
physical and are subject to a drug test. Starting wages 
$53,830-$71,780 per year/DOQ, plus excellent 
benefi ts. This is a non-union position.
TO APPLY: All applicants must complete and submit an ap-
plication for employment packet. Application forms can be 
obtained at City Hall Monday-Thursday from 8am-5pm and 
Fridays 8am-noon or by calling 320-264-2581 or by email: 
kerkhovenclerk@gmail.com.
Submit completed applications in drop box or by mail to: City of 
Kerkhoven, 208 N 10th St, PO Box 116, Kerkhoven, MN 56252. 
The City of Kerkhoven is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

City of Kerkhoven
208 10th Street North • Box 116

Kerkhoven, Minnesota 56252
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CITY PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.
 SEEKING FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE

WE’RE HIRING!
Development Director - HRA and RDA

Oversees all HRA and RDA services. Supervises and coordinates staff and contrac-
tors to administer programs and services. Plan, organize, direct and execute day-to-

day leadership within the development, implementation, and management of
programming undertaken by the Swift County HRA/ RDA. Manages and performs 

complex administrative duties for all operations of the Swift County Rural
Development and Finance Authority (RDA), Swift County Housing and Redevelop-

ment Authority (RDA), and Greater Rural Opportunities Working (GROW).
Pay Range: $71,094-$92,747/annually

Hours: 40 hours/week
Open until fi lled with preference given to applications received by March 30, 2022. For 
information on how to apply, visit www.swiftcounty.com/jobs or call 320-314-8321.
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Principal’s List

Grade 7
Ganote, Rhetta M.
Hermanson, Kady
Nicoll, Brecklyn R.
Olson, Ava R.
Osterdyk, Braden
Schneider, Isabella R.
Thieman, Katey A.

Grade 8
Clepper, Mallory J.
Dixon, Cheyenne O.
Hall, Allyson J.
Hejny, Taylar
Johnson, Samuel H.
Kubesh, Averee A.
Lahti, Vivian J.
Larson, Gracie L.
Linnell, Alana L.
McDaniel, Noah S.
Moore, Ashton J.
Roberts, Adyson J.
Root, Teresa M.
Wynn, Sophie

Grade 9
Bergeron, Anthony
Burton, Alayna J.
Hiler, Kacee
Iglesias, Maya L.
Macho, Morgan
McDaniel, Sawyer D.
Mettling, Piper
Patzoldt, Nia Y.
Perreault, Peyton
Reiser, Brecken H.
Simon, Elizabeth
Stewart, Nicholas
Wallenberg, Kadence
Wilson, Levi A.

Grade 10
Aagaard, Abigayle E.
Basta, Bianca
Belsheim, Emma E.
Bombard, Hannah
Hermanson, Emma
Hirsch, Luke R.
Johnson, Eva J.
Johnson, Greyson
Jusczak, Karly K.
Mikyska, Malia
Olson, Sophia
Petersen, Waylon E.
Preston, Jace M.
Roubinek, Lena G.
Schneider, Lilly M.
Strauch, Benjamin

Tomczyk, Jena B.
Unverzagt, Allison
Valvoda, Lexa
Winters, Andee V.

Grade 11
Blatz, Lydia
Bombard, Madyson
Brinker, Joshua
Brown, William
Cavallin, Vivian M.
Cummings, Riley
Emmons, Claire
Erickson, Bryce
Gregg, Benjamin
Huff, Daisy
Lahti, Sophia F.
Lind, Kloey
Rothbauer, Brianna S.
Schultz, Eli
Sell, Addison
Sell, Ella
Strike, Emma
Tomczyk, Lisa V.

Grade 12
Berglund, Madisen K.
Blaisdell, Colton
Erickson, Ella M.
Gutz, Jasmine R.
Jusczak, Kameron J.
Launderville, Nikita J.
Linnell, Seth
Macho, Meaghan A.
Merrick, Rhaya
Meyers, Kaylee A.
Miller, Dorothy J.
Montbriand, Elivia R.

A Honor Roll

Grade 7
Berg, Blake W.
Kurth, Jerald T.
Peterson, Avery K.
Skluzacek, Grant
Stewart, Emily

Grade 8
Aagaard, Ethan
Blaiser, Addison M.
Clementson, Weston J.
Johnsen, Tucker A.
Kallberg, Elijah E.
Leger, McCall D.
Segarra, Caylee
Yang, Phoenix T.

Grade 9
Berube, Bryer M.

Bombard, Amelia J.
Brown, Rachel
Helseth, Stella M.
Huettl, Benjamin T.
Johnson-Maldonado,
Gianni L.
Milliman, Daniel
Rootkie, Aaron M.
St Germain, Peyton E.

Grade 10
Holmstrom, Chase
Knudson, Maxym
Rydberg, Arissa
Shellito, Brooklyn C.

Grade 11
Maish, Dannie J.
Peters, Ashley
Wilson, Luke J.

Grade 12
Englund, Emily M.
Johnson-Tacker,
Samantha M.
Olson, Mason J.
Plasek, Ryan
Rydberg, Mason
Strike, Emma

B Honor Roll

Grade 7
Anderson, Carson J.
Anderson, Kailyne J.
Benson, Reed
Blaisdell, Preslie
Blake, Andrew A.
Bloomquist, Faith A.
Cunnien, Caitlynn
Douglas, Shailey M.
Fix, Tanner
Hanson, Graden R.
Harron, Gunner R.
Jahnz, Elijah M.
Jahnz, Logan
Kinn, Nathan S.
Kurth, Dominic T.
Larson, Grant D.
Larson, Madison
Maxhimer, Evan D.
McLain, Karlee
Olson, Parker T.
Peetz, Zoey S.
Perreault, Madison G.
Peterson, Kinsey
Pickett, Tycen
Reeves, Mason D.
Reichstadt, Alexis M.
Rydberg, Oskar J.

Sanders, Gracelyn V.
Schlichting, Ella
Severson, Owen
Viney, Kaydence M.
Warner, Joseph J.
White, Bella R.
Wodash, Dominic A.

Grade 8
Babolik, Milo D.
Berglund, Braden W.
Blatz, Eli
Boland, Brooke C.
Brady, Emily M.
Brown, Roxanne A.
Buirge, Kylie R.
Carr, Devynn A.
Clark, Madison M.
Dahlberg, Karly A.
Duclos, Abbygail
Fauskee, Alayna E.
Furey, Gavin
Garoutte, Jadyn
Grafsky, Connor L.
Hanson, Allie K.
Hogberg, Caleb J.
Hole, Easton E.
Hudlow, Leah R.
Humeniuk, Madelon
Johnson, Kaelyn
Johnson, Shayla J.
Karas, Jaxon W.
Kenowski-Frisch,     

   Brynn
Lowry, Johnny
Myers, Jack P.
Noreen, James M.
Overtoom, Ezra
Reed, Emily
Rydberg, Milo
Sammis, Olivia
Staber, Jacob M.
Steele, Kendall A.
Tollefson, Taylor
Tricker, Lila R.
Valvoda, Bohdan

Grade 9
Ames, Henry
Anderson, Owen H.
Ausmus, Charles W.
Babolik, Macie
Berg, Paige J.
Berglund, Colson
Bloomquist, Luke B.
Bombard, Paige
Brown, Raiden
Brunett, Saphira A.
Burch, Abbigale
Christenson, Kaylie

Fromm, Eli
Hansen, Graham
Harshman, Olivia
Horak, Ethan
Kinn. Derrick J.
Kolecki, Logan
Kozisek, Julian B.
Lein, Calvin
Lewellin, Easton S.
Maish, Delilah L.
Mangan, Carolyn B.
McKinney, Roman A.
Meysembourg,
Josephine M.
Nelson, Alayna
Olson, Alyssa G.
Peetz, Braxton
Peterson, Jace
Phipps, Samantha R.
Pickett, Valerie L.
Root, Samantha
Sanborn, Laina
Thieman, Holly J.
Way, Gabrielle C.
White, Ava M.
Wiener, Austin
Willert, Bryer
Willert, Brynn M.

Grade 10
Babolik, Elsa
Basta, Ashley
Beckrich, Jacob W.
Blake, Matthew W.
Broz, Gavin
Broz, Morgan
Charles, Samantha
Enright, Caitlin A.
Evans, Alexzander
Foss, Deacon D.
Gribauval, Oscar
Hall, Caleb
Hazelton, Trevor
Hochban, Julia
Kubesh, Tucker
LeMon, Mason S.
McLain, Hayden L.
Novak, Ellie
Olsen, Solei A.
Potter, Bailey M.
Schlichting, Caden J.
Struss, Lily R.
Swanson, Christian
Tayerle, Brody L.
Thieman, Summer A.
Waldron, Maria 
Selena M.
Wicktor, Spencer
Wilberg, Sydney A.
Youngbauer, Brenna

Grade 11
Ausmus, Fredrick M.
Betters, Keith
Brady, David
Burns, Abigail E.
Danielson, Briana
Fedder, Caden T.
Hasz, Isaiah
Horak, Grace M.
Janssen, Caleb J.
Johnson-Maldonado,
Armani J.
LeMon, Madisson L.
Lind, Mason
McKellar, Chloe
Mead, John
Nilo, Jhans L.
Patzoldt, Cody
Plasek,Nicholas
Schumann, James A.
Seals, Ashton
Smetana, Maggie J.
Tracy, Emma
Tyberg, Carly
Wiener, Maddox T.
Yang, Essence S.

Grade 12
Blake, Claire
Danielson, Hunter
Egdorf, Nathaniel W.
Goff, Kenneth B.
Goodner, Jacob D.
Grubbs, Samantha A.
Irlbeck, Braden R.
Jahnz, Kira
James, Samuel T.
Johnson, Alex I.
Knutson, Casey
Lindahl, Jacob L.
Ludwig, Abigail M.
Mancia, Mauricio E.
Mikyska, Mason
Olson, Dylan P.
Ouchi, Ayaka
Overtoom, Micah J.
Petersen, Dylan
Prihoda, Kaitlyn K.
Rehn, Garrett
Roberts, Bryce
Rydberg, Hailee
Schneider,
Samantha M.
Segarra, Connor D.
Thieman, Jason G.
Waxberg, Cole J.
Wiechman, Sunny C.

Pine City High School Honor Roll - Quarter 2

BY T.A. LEBRUN
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

During the March 14 
regular Pine City School 
Board meeting, board 
member Dan Peterson 
outlined some details in 
the agreement with the 
teachers’ union. He said 
there were a few things 
at that time still need-
ed to be agreed upon 
but asked the board to 
approve what was fi nal-
ized. 

Peterson said they 
agreed to a 3% increase 
on schedule C extracur-
ricular advisors and 
coaches and a general 
increase for teacher pay 
of 2.2% increase for the 
2021-’22 school year and 
a 2.4% increase for 2022-
’23 school year. Teachers 
will also get a $1,000 
one time payment as 
part of the ESSER funds 
(pandemic funding for 
schools). Board member 
Candice Ames noted 
that this payment falls 
under an ESSER fund 
category for the work 

teachers performed 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Peterson added that 
they would increase the 
HSA (Health Savings 
Account) by $100 in the 
fi rst year and another 
$100 in the second year. 
He said personal day 
trade in compensation 
was increased as well. 
Five days were added 
for paternity leave, said 
Peterson. 

“The rest of the issues 
will be worked out at 
the meeting tomorrow,” 
said Peterson. All board 
members voted to ap-
prove the new contract. 

“Thanks for the work 
you put into that on 
both sides,” added board 
member Becci Palm-
blade. 

PRINCIPAL HIRING
Superintendent Paula 

Foley said that inter-
views for high school 
principal and assistant 
principal are scheduled 
for April 4 and 5. “We 
had six applicants and 

now have fi ve,” said 
Foley. “None with expe-
rience, but all have good 
resumes.”

POSITIVE HAPPENINGS 
In the positive hap-

penings segments of the 
meeting, it was noted 
that a parent from Foley 
sent a letter to the school 
commending Blake Groe 
and the pep band for 
their behavior. 

Ames recognized 
Cindy Stolp stating, 
“Cindy has turned in 
the last chapter of her 
dissertation and soon 
to be giving her oral 
presentation. All of our 
good wishes will go with 
you.” 

Superintendent Foley 
commended Jocelyn 
Rydberg for all her hard 
work done at getting Vi-
sion school ready for its 
opening. She also com-
mended James Foster for 
the work he’s been doing 
fundraising for the new 
weight room.

PUBLIC FORUM

Several people spoke 
at the public forum. A 
student, Oliva John-
son, spoke, lending her 
support for the current 
superintendent, Paula 
Foley, saying that she 
has done a lot in the ef-
forts against racism and 
homophobia. 

Johnson’s mother, 
Danielle Davis, also 
spoke in support of 
Foley adding that she 
is concerned about the 
culture of the school 
board, retaining staff 
and superintendents 
and asking that parents 
and students be given an 
opportunity to evaluate 
the school culture. 

A local daycare pro-
vider, Jordan Petranek, 
spoke with concerns 
about the school imple-
menting free daycare 
using ESSER funds, 
saying that this could 
potentially put her out 
of business. “I am 100% 
not in support of a free 

School board details teachers’ contract

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 13 

Thank you
A heartfelt thanks to all who joined us in our 
birthday celebration. The laughter and hugs 
will be treasured always. Hats o�  to Travis 
and the Pizza Pub sta�  for a job well done. 
What a great venue to have in Pine City. All 
Praise, Glory and Honor to God for providing 
a safe celebration. May God continue to Bless 
us all.

With grateful hearts,
Marge Hawkinson and Barb Tritch



MARCH 24, 2022   PINE CITY PIONEER   13
   www.pinecitymn.com

PINE COUNTY SHERIFF’S BLOTTER

March 13 - March 19 
Miscellaneous
March 13, 1:30  a.m. Fight, 5th 

St SE, Pine City
March 13, 2:33 p.m. Damage To 

Property, Mallard Rd, Brook 
Park

March 14, 10:00 a.m. Fraud/
Scam/Id, Big Aspen Trl, Pine 
City

March 14, 11:38 a.m. Vehicle 
Theft, County Hwy 61, Pine 
City

March 16, 12:39 p.m.  Check 
Welfare, Island Resort Rd, 
Pine City

March 16, 3:33 p.m. Fraud/
Scam/Id, 3rd Ave SE, Pine 
City

March 17, 6:50 p.m.  Distur-
bance, Homestead Rd, Pine 
City 

March 17, 21:39 p.m. Tra�  c Pur-
suit, 7th St SW, Pine City

March 18, 3:41 p.m. As-
sault,Northridge Dr NW, Pine 

City

Jail Roster
March 14
DUNKLEY, BUSTER BROWN 

Confi ned But Not Convicted - 
Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Arrest 
of Adult

MILLER, BRIAN ANTHONY
Hold For Other Agency: 

Unspecifi ed Warrant Issued 
by Kanabec

MORGAN, JOHN WILLIAM  
Boarder Confi ned But Not 
Convicted  - Drugs - 1st Degree 
- Manufacture Methamphet-
amine - Arrest of Adult

NICHELE, PHILLIP STEVEN
 Hold For Other Agency: 

Unspecifi ed Warrant Issued 
by Goodhue, MN; Hold  - Bur-
glary-3rd Deg-Steal/Commit 
Felony or Gross Misd

VONDOEHREN, WILLIAM 
Pine County Warrant 
Confi ned But Not Convicted  - 
Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Hold For 
Other Agency Confi ned But
Not Convicted  - Fleeing a 
Peace O�  cer in a Motor Vehi-
cle - Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - Fugitive 
from Justice from Other State

WIBORG, NICOLE KRISTA 
Pine County Warrant 
Confi ned But Not Convicted  
- Theft-Take/Use/Transfer 
Movable Prop-No Consent 
- Theft-Take/Drive Motor 
Vehicle-No Owner Consent - 
Arrest of Adult

March 15
BREW, MICHAEL CLEM 

Probable Cause - Domestic 
Assault-Misdemeanor-Com-
mits Act to Cause Fear of 
Immediate Bodily Harm or 

Death
BUROS, ROBERT ELTON 

Pine County Warrant: Failure 
to Appear Warrant Issued - 
Tra�  c - DWI - Operate Motor 
Vehicle - Alcohol Concentra-
tion 0.08 Within 2 Hours  - 
Tra�  c - DWI - Operate Motor 
Vehicle Under Infl uence of 
Alcohol

DAVIS, AARON ELIAS 
Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - Fleeing 
a Peace O�  cer in a Motor 
Vehicle  - Possess Ammo/
Any Firearm - User of Con-
trolled Substance- Wireless 
Communications Device - 
Engage in cellular phone or 
video call - Tra�  c-DL-Driving 
after cancellation-inimical 
to Public Safety- Drugs - 5th 
Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount 
Marijuana - Tra�  c - DWI 
- Operate Motor Vehicle 
Under Infl uence of Controlled 
Substance - Hold For Other 
Agency Confi ned But Not 
Convicted  - Probation Vio-
lation - Tra�  c - DWI - Refuse 
to Submit to Chemical Test; 
Blood or urine as Required 
by search warrant - Arrest of 
Adult

OJIBWAY, JERRAD 
Pine County Warrant: Arrest - 
Misdeameanor warrant - Con-
tempt of Court - Fail to Pay 

Ordered Child Support
ROBERTSON, NOO-DAY-NI-

MIN 
Parole/Probation Violation - 
Criminal Vehicular Operation 
- Substantial Bodily Harm - 
Prior citation/warning; Action 
not taken

March 16
MUEHLBERG, JAMES SCOTT
 Summons  - Tra�  c - DWI 

- Operate Motor Vehicle - 
Alcohol Concentration 0.08 
Within 2 Hours - Tra�  c - DWI 
- Operate Motor Vehicle 
Under Infl uence of Alcohol

MOOSE, CODY ROY 
 Pine County Warrant: Failure 

to Appear warrant issued by 
Pine, MN  - Receiving Stolen 
Property

SIGLER, TABITHA SUE
 Confi ned But Not Convicted - 

Criminal Vehicular Homicide - 
Operate Vehicle Any Amount 
Sched 1 or 2 Controlled 
Substance

VREELAND, TYLER LEE
 Pine County Warrant 

Confi ned But Not Convicted 
- Pharmacy - Bribery-O� er, 
Give, Promise-Infl uence 
Performance-Public O�  cer/
Employee - Arrest of Adult  - 
Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Arrest of 
Adult - Drugs - 5th Degree - 
Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not 

Small Amount Marijuana - 
Tra�  c - DWI - Operate Motor 
Vehicle Under Infl uence of 
Controlled Substance - Arrest 
of Adult

March 17
ANDERSON, MATTHEW
 Probable Cause Confi ned 

But Not Convicted - Fleeing 
a Peace O�  cer in a Motor 
Vehicle - Fleeing a Peace 
O�  cer By a Means Other 
Than a Motor Vehicle - Arrest 
of Adult

MARTIN, DYLAN MICHAEL 
Pine County Warrant 
Confi ned But Not Convicted  - 
Drugs - 2nd Degree - Possess 
25 grams or more cocaine or 
methamphetamine 

WILLHITE, GARTH LEROY
JR
 Pine County Warrant: Arrest - 

Gross Misdeameanor warrant 
issued by  - Drugs - 5th 
Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount 
Marijuana  - Domestic Abuse 
- Violate Order for Protection 
- Domestic Abuse - Violate 
Order for Protection

WILLHITE, GARTH LEROY SR
 Probable Cause - Aiding an 

O� ender to Avoid Arrest-Har-
bor/Conceal

March 18
FISCHER, SPENCER JUSTIN

Pine County Warrant: Bench - 
Misdemeanor warrant issued 

- DWI - Fourth-Degree Driving 
While Impaired; Described - 
Tra�  c - DWI - Operate Motor 
Vehicle - Alcohol Concentra-
tion 0.08 Within 2 Hours

NELSON, MESAI MATTHEW 
Confi ned But Not Convicted - 
Receiving Stolen Property

PUTBRESE, NATHANAEL
Pine County Warrant 
Confi ned But Not Convicted  
- Drugs - 5th Degree - Sale 
- Schedule IV controlled 
Substance Mixture

RICHARDSON, JOIE SU-
ZANNE

 Hold For Other Agency: Fail-
ure to Appear warrant

ROCKENSOCK, RICHARD 
JAMES

 Pine County Warrant: Arrest - 
Gross Misdeameanor warrant 
- Drugs - 5th Degree - Sale 
- Marijuana mixture except 
small amount of marijuana 
with no remuneration

SHANKEY, DYLAN BENJAMIN
 Pine County Warrant: Bench 

- Felony Warrant Issued by 
Pine, MN  - Murder - 3rd De-
gree - Perpetrating Eminently 
Dangerous Act and Evincing 
Depraved Mind - Murder - 2nd 
Degree - Without Intent - 
While Committing a Felony

SIKKINK, AMBER MAE
 Hold For Other Agency: Arrest 

- Felony warrant issued. 

SCHOOL: Several speak at open forum

school aged program … 
this would hurt my day-
care tremendously. This 
would affect the local day-
cares when the school is 
taking away the business,” 
she said.

Community member, 
Joel Hogberg, also spoke. 
He addressed the board 
with the concern that was 
brought up as a point of 
contention in negotiations, 
about teachers’ children 
not allowed to be with 
them in their classroom 
before and after school 
hours. “The greatest, most 
infl uential institution is 
the family. Family was 
allowed to stay together 
… now parents (teacher 
parents) are forced to fi nd 
daycare during a daycare 
shortage … they now have 
to be concerned about 
picking up their children 
on time,” said Hogberg. 
“Do we not trust them 
with their own children? 
Please consider this past 
practice to keep their 
children with them. I work 
in a district that values 
family and we’re reminded 
that family comes fi rst.”

Two teachers, Amanda 
Wimmer and Becky Stef-
fen, were asked to speak 
by union president, Jason 

Rademacher, to highlight 
some of the work they’ve 
done and share their 
history rooted in Pine City 
Schools. 

OTHER BUSINESS
Teacher David Jackson 

gave an update on the Life-
time Curriculm Project 
saying that the project is 
geared toward suicide pre-
vention in middle school 
and high school students. 

Nichole Laven, Pine City 
Schools director of teach-
ing and learning, made the 
recommendation that the 
school continue offering 
the online academy for 
K-8 students, adding that 
offering it to older students 
may place too much bur-
den on teaching staff who 
would be teaching both 
in-person and online. “I 
know a lot of people really 
like the program,” said 
Laven. “If we want to in-
vest funds to make it open 
to K-12, we would need to 
listen to staff.” 

Senior High English 
Teacher Jory Magel’s 
request to be moved from 
full-time to .7 FTE was 
discussed and approved 
for one year and then 
re-evaluated. 

FROM PAGE 12

Pine County may be seeing better Internet 
access with assistance of broadband grant

PRESS RELEASE
PINE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVEL-

OPMENT

Pine County an-
nounced today that it 
was awarded a $75,000 
Blandin Foundation 
grant to assist in ad-
vancing high-speed In-
ternet access and use in 
its local communities.

Named a Blandin 
Broadband Community 
(BBC) in September 
2021, Pine County lead-
ers have since worked 
with a program consul-
tant to convene commu-
nity members to identi-
fy technology priorities 
and create projects to 
address them.

Projects developed 
during community 
visioning sessions 
that received funding 

include:
Hiring a Google-cer-

tifi ed trainer to deliver 
technology trainings 
to local businesses and 
professionals to help 
with Google Maps, web-
site and social media.

Installing fi xed wire-
less in Chengwatana 
Township.

Installing fi xed wire-
less to reach Pine City 
Township town hall and 
surrounding areas.

Installing last-mile fi -
ber cable to the Kerrick 
Town Hall.

“We know that 
our limited access to 
reliable high-speed 
broadband  hinders our 
ability to use technol-
ogy in our homes and 
businesses and unfor-
tunately also reduces 
our ability to access 

education and business 
resources. We are excit-
ed to construct broad-
band infrastructure 
and provide technology 
education  with this 
grant,” says Lezlie 
Sauter, Pine County’s 
economic development 
coordinator.

Local chambers of 
commerce in Pine City, 
Hinckley & Moose 
Lake will be assisting 
with the delivery of 
the “Going Google in 
Pine County”, which 
will help businesses 
get on Google maps, 
understand how to use 
the google tools and 
workspace, and learn to 
become their own social 
media graphic designer 
using Canva.  For more 
information on this 
opportunity or to get 

registered, reach out to 
Becky Schueller at pi-
necitychamber@gmail.
com or at 320.322.4040.

Local internet service 
providers SCI Broad-
band (Hinckley) and 
Starwire Technologies 
(Siren, WI) are working 
to bring a minimum 
of 100 Mbps/10Mbps 
broadband service to 
Kerrick Town Hall, 
Chengwatana Town 
Hall and rural areas 
surrounding Pine City 
(Pine City Township, 
Royalton Township & 
Pokegama Township). 
Each has contributed 
50% of the project cost, 
which is matched with 
the Blandin grant 
funds.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Teachers Amanda Wimmer and Becky Ste� en speak about their 
roots in the district during open forum, accompanied by teach-
ers’ union president, Jason Rademacher. 

The East Central Regional Development Commission 
undertaking Regional Business Conditions Survey

PRESS RELEASE
ECRCD

The East Central 
Regional Development 
Commission (ECRDC) 
is undertaking a brief 
survey of business 
conditions in Chisago, 
Isanti, Kanabec, Mille 
Lacs & Pine Counties. 

This online survey of 
fi ve questions should 
take 3 minutes or less to 
complete, and provide 
an overview of how our 
regions’ businesses 
did in 2021, current 
business conditions, 
and business’ outlook 
for 2022. If businesses 
would like to be con-

tacted confi dentially by 
an economic developer 
to discuss business 
assistance resources, 
there is place at the end 
of the survey to submit 
contact information. 

 The survey is avail-
able on the ECRDC’s 
website: www.ecrdc.org  
Results will be posted 

on the ECRDC’s website 
at the completion of the 
survey.

 For more informa-
tion on the ECRDC, 
please log on to www.
ecrdc.org or call (320) 
679-4065.

Buy Local
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 58-PR-22-29

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS (INTESTATE)

Estate of
Sharon Judith Meyers 
aka Sharon J. Meyers, 
Decedent

Notice is given that an application 
for informal appointment of 
personal representative has been 
filed with the Registrar. No will has 
been presented for probate. The 
application has been granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally appointed 
Kalmora C. Dyson, whose address 
is 24455 Skunk Lake rd., Sandstone, 
Minnesota, 55072,  as personal 
representative of the Estate of 
Decedent. Any heir or other inerested 
person may be entitled to appointment 
as personal representative or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative. Unless 
objections are filed with the Court 
(Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-607) and the Court 
otherwise orders, the personal 
representative has full power to 
administer the Estate including, after 
30 days from the date of issuance of 
letters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the appointment 
of the Personal Representative must 
be filed with this Court and will be 
heard by the Court after the filing of 
an appropriate petition and proper 
notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated: March 10, 2022
BY THE COURT
/s/ Pamela Kreier
Pamela Kreier 
Registrar
Amy Willert
Court Administrator
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative
Chelsie Troth
Troth Law, LLC
210 Main Street South
Pine City, MN, 55063
Attorney License No: 0395709
Telephone: (320) 629-2727
FAX: (320) 629-0009
Email: chelsie@trothlaw.com

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer March 17, 24, 2022

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 58-PR-22-26
NOTICE AND ORDER OF 

HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
PROBATE OF WILL AND 

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
Estate of
Max Blaufuss,
Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is further 
given, that on April 20, 2022, at 
10:15 a.m., a hearing will be held 
in this Court at 635 Northridge Drive 
NW, Pine City, Minnesota, via Zoom 
technology for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting to be the Will 
of the Decedent dated, October 26, 
2017 (“Will”), and for the appointment 
of Mary E. Blaufuss, whose address 
is 15023 Pokegama Lake Road, Pine 
City, Minnesota 55063, as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration. Any objections to the 
petition must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. If 
proper and if no objections are filed or 
raised, the Personal Representative 
will be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses,to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary acts 
for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota  Statutes Sections 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the Personal Representative or to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of the Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

Dated 03/08/2022 
BY THE COURT
/s/ Patrick W. Flanagan
Patrick W. Flanagan
District Court Judge
Heather Powell
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner:

Michael Cowles
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & 

Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, 
Suite 700
Duluth, MN 55802
Attorney License No: 139609
Telephone: (218) 725-6821
FAX: (218) 725-6800
Email: mcowles@fryberger.com
Published in the Pine City 

Pioneer March 17, 24, 2022

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 58-PR-22-30
NOTICE OF AND ORDER 

FOR HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND 

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
Estate of
Marlene A. Peterson,
Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on April 20, 2022 at 2:45 p.m. 
a hearing will be held in this Court 
at 635 Northridge Drive Northwest, 
Pine City, Minnesota, for the formal 
probate of an instrument purporting 
to be the Will of the Decedent dated 
December 1, 2021, (“Will”) and for 
the appointment of Diane Quinzon, 
whose address is 539 Aqua Circle, 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 
the Decedent in an unsupervised 
administration. Any objections to the 
petition must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. If 
proper and no objections are filed or 
raised, the Personal Representative 
will be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes, and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the decedent’s estate.

Notice is further given that, 
(subject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all creditors 
having claims against the Estate 
are required to present the claims 
to the Personal Representative or to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

Dated 03/08/2022 
BY THE COURT
/s/ Patrick W. Flanagan 
Patrick W. Flanagan
Judge of District Court
Amy Willert
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Richard L. Baum
Safe Harbor Estate Law
3240 Rice Street
St. Paul, MN 55126
Attorney License No: 237140
Telephone: (612) 615-9535
Facsimile: (651) 691-2001
e - m a i l :  R i c h a r d @

safeharborestatelaw.com
Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer March 17, 24, 2022

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 58-PR-22-32
NOTICE OF AND ORDER 

FOR HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP, 

FORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF CO-PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Estate of
Patricia Ann Becvar, also known as
Patricia A. Becvar, also known as
Patricia Becvar, 
Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on April 20, 2022, at 2:15 p.m., 
a hearing will be held in this Court at 
635 Northridge Drive NW, Pine City, 
Minnesota, for the adjudication of 
intestacy and determination heirship 
of Decedent, and for the appointment 
of Jefferey K. Becvar, whose address 
is 18592 128th Avenue, Indianola, 
IA, 50125 and Jay A. Becvar, whose 
address is 19941 Blueberry Island Rd., 
Pine City, MN 55063 as Co-Personal 
Representatives of the Estate of 
the Decedent in an unsupervised 
administration. Any objections to the 
petition must be filed with the Court prior 
to or raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, the 
Co-Personal Representatives will be 
appointed with full power to administer 
the Estate, including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes, and expenses, to sell 
real and personal property, and to do 
all necessary acts for the decedent’s 
Estate.

Notice is further given that 
(subject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all creditors 
having claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to the 

Co-Personal Representatives or to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

Dated 03/08/2022 
BY THE COURT
/s/ Patrick W. Flanagan
Patrick W. Flanagan
Judge of District Court
Amy Willert
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Kevin A. Hofstad
LEDIN & HOFSTAD, LTD.
539 Main Street S.
Pine City, MN, 55063
Attorney License No: 12445X
Telephone: (320) 629-7537
FAX: (320) 629-2479
Email: kevinh@ledinandhofstad.

com
Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer March 17, 24, 2022

CALL FOR BIDS
EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Sealed proposals will be 
RECEIVED until 10:00 a.m. April 18, 
2022, by David Minke, Pine County 
Administrator at 635 Northridge Drive 
NW, Pine City, MN on behalf of the 
Pine County Board of Commissioners 
for equipment rental proposals. 

EQUIPMENT RENTAL Bid includes 
backhoe, scraper, dozer, dump truck, 
trailers, motor graders, tractor/lowboy 
trailer, tractor/belly dump trailer, 
haybale mulcher, compactors, rubber 
track skid steer, tree feller buncher, 
loaders, bituminous crushing, concrete 
crushing, bituminous paving, gravel 
crushing and winter maintenance 
sand.

Specifications and proposal forms 
may be obtained upon request from 
the office of the Pine County 

Public Works, 405 Airport Road 
NE, Pine City, MN 55063.  Telephone 
Number 320-216-4200 or Local Pine 
City 320-591-1733.

The County Board reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive any irregularities.

By order of the Pine County 
Board of Commissioners, Pine 
County, Minnesota.

Mark A. LeBrun, County Engineer
Pine County, Minnesota

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer March 24, 31, April 7, 
2022

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
The annual meeting of the Czech 

National Cemetery will be held at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, March 26, 2022, 
at the Pine City VFW Hall Post 4258. 
Refreshments will be served.
Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer March 24, 2022

SUMMARYOF 
MINUTES OF THE 

PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, March 1, 2022 - 
10:00 a.m.

Board Room, Courthouse, Pine 
City, Minnesota

Chair Hallan called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 a.m.  

Present were Commissioners Josh 
Mohr, Terry Lovgren, JJ Waldhalm 
and Matt Ludwig.  Also present was 
County Administrator David Minke and 
County Attorney Reese Frederickson. 
Due to an out-of-town commitment, 
Chair Steve Hallan joined the meeting 
via interactive technology, pursuant 
to Minnesota Statute 13D.02.  Chair 
Hallan was seen and heard at the 
meeting via electronic means, at 
Fort Pickens Discovery Center, 
1400 Fort Pickens Rd., Pensacola 
Beach, Florida, a location open and 
accessible to the public. 

The public was invited to join the 
meeting remotely by phone, Zoom, 
or watch via live stream on YouTube.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Chair Hallan called for public 

comment. Lee Greenly asked that 
his deviation from the county’s 
Encroachment Policy be approved.  
This item is Regular Agenda, Item 2Ci.  

Chair Hallan requested Vice 
Chair Mohr lead the remainder of the 
meeting.

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 
to adopt the Agenda.  Second by 
Commissioner Lovgren.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Vice Chair Mohr. 
Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to approve the Minutes of the February 
15, 2022 county board meeting and 
Summary for publication.  Second by 
Commissioner Waldhalm.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Vice Chair Mohr.  
Motion carried 5-0. 

Minutes of Boards, Reports and 
Correspondence

Minnesota Power correspondence 
– Proposed Change in Monthly 
Electricity Costs

Association of Minnesota Counties 
correspondence

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 
to acknowledge the Minutes of Boards, 
Reports and Correspondence.  
Second by Commissioner Hallan.  A 
Roll Call vote was called by Vice Chair 

Mohr. Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 

to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Second by Commissioner Hallan.  A 
Roll Call vote was called by Vice Chair 
Mohr.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Resolution 2022-
14 approving the application for 
Premises Permit for the Pokegama 
Lake Association to conduct lawful 
gambling at Maverick’s Saloon, 29410 
Beroun Crossing Road, Pine City, MN.

Approve the 2021 gas tax 
distributions to townships.

Approve a $300 donation from Jeff’s 
Outdoor Services to be designated to 
the Pine County Sheriff’s Office K-9 
fund.

Approve Environment Technician 
Lukas Olson to attend the Intermediate 
and Advanced SSTS Design and 
Inspection.  Total cost of training:  
$2,594.    

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig to 
authorize BKV Group to perform a jail 
facility assessment, data assessment 
and inmate population projection, at a 
cost not to exceed $40,500.  Second 
by Commissioner Lovgren.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Vice Chair Mohr. 
Motion carried 5-0.

Land and Zoning Advisory 
Committee Report

Commissioner Lovgren provided 
an overview of the February 17, 
2022 Land and Zoning Advisory 
Committee meeting.  The Land and 
Zoning Advisory Committee made the 
following recommendations:

A. Northern Pine Riders 
Snowmobile Club (NPRSC) Grant 
Match Request

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to approve the use of ARPA funds for 
the county’s $15,000 contribution for 
the Northern Pine Riders Snowmobile 
Club (NPRSC) grant match request 
and approve the agreement for the 
project between the NPRSC, the City 
of Willow River, and Pine County.  
Second by Commissioner Ludwig.  A 
Roll Call vote was called for by Vice 
Chair Mohr. Motion carried 5-0.

B. Land Auction/Sales
Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 

approve 
1) the 2022 land auction date of 

September 16, 2022, 
2) accept the proposed listing of 

parcels to be offered for sale, 
3) approve Resolution 2022-10 for 

2022 Pine County Tax-Forfeited Land 
Classification (Non-Conservation) 

4) approve Resolution 2022-11 to 
Withdraw Previously Offered Land 
Auction Parcels 

5) approve Resolution 2022-12 for 
Homestead Property Repurchase and 
Contract Reinstatement Deadline

6) allow the county’s 3/16 interest in 
Outlot A of Jackie’s 1st Addition to be 
offered for sale to the other owners in 
Jackie’s 1st Addition.

Second by Commissioner Lovgren.  
A Roll Call vote was called by Vice 
Chair Mohr.  Motion carried 4-1 with 
Chair Hallan opposing.

C. County Encroachment Policy 
Deviation Request

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 
to deny Lee Greenly’s request for 
a deviation from the county’s 
Encroachment Policy.  Second by 
Commissioner Lovgren.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Vice Chair Mohr.  
Motion carried 5-0.

D. Land Fund
Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 

to approve Resolution 2022-13 for 
Set Aside of Tax Forfeit/Timber Sale 
Revenues.  Second by Commissioner 
Lovgren.  A Roll Call vote was called 
by Vice Chair Mohr. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to purchase election equipment from 
ES&S at a cost of $337,435.  Second 
by Commissioner Waldhalm. A Roll 
Call vote was called by Vice Chair 
Mohr.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Chair Hallan to designate 
up to $35,000 in American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds to the City of 
Sandstone to support the rail study.  
Second by Commissioner Waldhalm.  
A Roll Call vote was called by Vice 
Chair Mohr.  Motion carried 5-0.

Vice Chair Mohr called for a short 
recess at 11:54 a.m.; the Board will 
reconvene as a Committee of the 
Whole.

Committee of the Whole
The Board reconvened at 12:00 

p.m. as a Committee of the Whole.
Present were Chair Hallan (via 

electronic means), Commissioners 
Mohr, Lovgren, Waldhalm and Ludwig, 
County Administrator David Minke, 
County Attorney Reese Frederickson, 
HR Manager Jackie Koivisto, Sheriff 
Jeff Nelson and County Auditor-
Treasurer Kelly Schroeder.

American Rescue Plan Update
Recruitment Update and Referral 

Incentive Program
It was the consensus of the Board 

that Human Resources develop a draft 
policy including costs  and bring back 
to the county board for consideration.

Overview of Final Treasury Rule
Below is a status update of 

proposed projects:
Project 
Initial Request
Approved Request (March 1, 

2022)
1. County-wide housing/

commercial rehab $851,200 
Rehab program reduced $200,000; 

2. PCSO Jail Enhancements 
$1,000,000   
Jail Study approved-$40,500

3. Vehicles/Equipment 
$400,000 Approved at $350,000

4. Youth Programming/4-H 
Educator $160,000 
Susanne Hinrichs and Jan Derdowski 
to put together proposal & programs 
and present to the board

5. Election Equipment 
$150,000 Approved

6. PCSO Staffing $120,000 
Requested further discussion at 
Personnel Committee

7. PCSO Medical Bags/AED per 
Squad     $90,000 Approved

8. Hinckley Transportation/
Economic Impact Study $65,800 
Approved

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig to 
approve $65,800 of American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds designated 
for a Hinckley Transportation/
Economic Impact Study.  Second by 
Commissioner Mohr.  A Roll Call Vote 
was called by Vice Chair Mohr. Motion 
carried 5-0.

9. Sandstone Freight Rail and 
Transportation Study $35,000 
Approved

10. Sandstone Town Hall Septic & 
Well $25,000 Approved

Motion by Commissioner 
Ludwig to approve up to $25,000 
reimbursement to Sandstone 
Township from American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds designated for 
installation of a septic system and well 
at the Sandstone Town Hall.  Second 
by Commissioner Lovgren.  A Roll Call 
Vote was called by Vice Chair Mohr. 
Motion carried 5-0.

11. PCSO 40 masks w/CBRN filter       
$24,000     Approved

12. Soo Line Trail Improvements 
$15,000 Approved

13. HHS Directed Aid (assist 
families in need) $10,000  Approved

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to approve $10,000 of American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to Pine 
County Health & Human Services to 
assist individual and families.  Second 
by Chair Hallan.  A Roll Call Vote was 
called by Vice Chair Mohr. Motion 
carried 5-0.

After discussing all projects, it was 
the consensus of the board that staff 
should continue to review and finalize 
all identified projects.

With no further business, Vice 
Chair Mohr adjourned the meeting at 
1:20 p.m. The next regular meeting 
of the county board is scheduled for 
March 15, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
North Pine Government Center, 1602 
Hwy. 23 No., Sandstone, Minnesota.

Stephen Hallan, Chair
Pine County Board of 

Commissioners  
David J. Minke, Administrator
Clerk to County Board of 

Commissioners
The full text of the board’s 

Minutes are available at the County 
Administrator’s Office and the 
county’s website (www.co.pine.
mn.us). Copies may also be 
requested from the administrator’s 
office.
Published in the Pine City Pioneer 
March 24, 2022

2022 PAVEMENT 
IMPROVEMENTS

CITY OF PINE CITY, MINNESOTA
SEH NO. PINE0 113189

Notice is hereby given that Online 
Bids will be received by the City until 
2:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 19, 2022, 
via QuestCDN for the furnishing 
of all labor and material for the 
construction of the 2022 Pavement 
Improvement Project.

The bid opening will be conducted 
via GoToMeeting, at which time they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud:

Join on your computer or mobile 
app: https://bit.ly/3wfO301

Or call in (audio only) 
+1 872-242-7640, United States, 

Chicago 
Phone Conference ID: 556 524 

303#
Any person monitoring the 

meeting remotely may be responsible 
for any documented costs. Message 
and data rates may apply.

Major quantities for the Work 
include:

Est.  Qty     Unit Item
1,300 SY  Reclaim Bituminous 

Pavement
3,000 SY  Mill Bituminous 

Pavement
1,200 Ton  Bituminous 

Pavement
1,000 CY Aggregate Base 

Class 5
100 LF   12” – 15” CS Culvert
The Issuing Office for the 

Bidding Documents is: Short Elliott 
Hendrickson Inc. located at 3535 
Vadnais Center Drive, St. Paul, 
MN 55110-5196, Greg Anderson - 
651.490.2000.

The Bidding Documents may be 
viewed for no cost at http://www.

sehinc.com by selecting the Project 
Bid Information link at the bottom of 
the page and the View Plans option 
from the menu at the top of the 
selected project page.

Digital image copies of the 
Bidding Documents are available 
at http://www.sehinc.com for a fee 
of $30. These documents may be 
downloaded by selecting this project 
from the “Project Bid Information” 
link and by entering eBidDocTM 
Number 8161019 on the SEARCH 
PROJECTS page. For assistance 
and free membership registration, 
contact QuestCDN at 952.233.1632 
or info@questcdn.com.

For this project, bids will ONLY be 
received electronically. Contractors 
submitting an electronic bid will be 
charged an additional $30 at the time of 
bid submission via the online electronic 
bid service QuestCDN.com. To 
access the electronic Bid Worksheet, 
download the project document and 
click the online bidding button at the 
top of the advertisement. Prospective 
bidders must be on the plan holders 
list through Quest CDN for bids to 
be accepted. Bids shall be completed 
according to the Bidding Requirements 
prepared by SEH dated June 1, 2021.

In addition to digital plans, paper 
copies of the Bidding Documents 
may be obtained from Docunet Corp. 
located at 2435 Xenium Lane North, 
Plymouth, MN 55441 (763.475.9600) 
for a fee of $70.

Bid security in the amount of 5 
percent of the Bid must accompany 
each Bid in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders.

A Contractor responding to these 
Bidding Documents must submit to the 
City/Owner a signed statement under 
oath by an owner or officer verifying 
compliance with each of the minimum 
criteria in Minnesota Statutes, section 
16C.285, subdivision 3.

The City reserves the right to 
reject any and all Bids, to waive 
irregularities and informalities therein 
and to award the Contract in the best 
interests of the City.

Scott Hildebrand
City Administrator
City of Pine City, Minnesota

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer March 24, 31, April 7, 
2022

ASSESSMENT NOTICE FOR 
MUNCH TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given, that the 
Board of Appeal and Equalization of 
the Town of Munch in Pine County, 
Minnesota, will meet at the Munch 
Town Hall, 32837 Cedar Creek 
Road, Hinckley, MN, at 3:00 PM, on 
Wednesday, April 13, 2022 for the 
purpose of reviewing and correcting 
the assessments in the Town of 
Munch for the year 2023.   

If you believe the value or 
classification of your property is 
incorrect, please contact your 
assessor’s office.  If you disagree 
with the valuation or classification 
after discussing with your assessor, 
you may appear before the local 
Board of Appeal and Equalization. 

Charm Dreier, 
Clerk of Munch

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer March 24, 31, 2022

NOTICE OF 
TAKING AND SALE

East Central Towing LLC
320-358-4869
220 W 5th St (PoBox 634)
Rush City, MN 55069
Make: Polaris   Model: Explorer
Date and Place of taking:
Date:  03/17/2022
Location:   570 Main St S   City:  

Pine City  State: MN   Zip: 55063 
Notice of Rights: You have the 

right to reclaim the vehicle under 
Minnesota Statute 168B.07. Failure 
to exercise your right to reclaim the 
vehicle within the appropriate time 
allowed under section 168B.051, 
subdivision 1, 1a, or 2, and under 
the conditions set forth in section 
168B.07, subdivision 1, constitutes 
a waiver by you of all right, title, and 
interest in the vehicle and a consent 
to the transfer of title to and disposal 
or sale of the vehicle pursuant 
to section 168B.08; or failure to 
exercise you right to reclaim the 
contents of the vehicle within the 
appropriate time allowed and under 
the conditions set forth in section 
168B.07, subdivision 3, constitutes 
a waiver by you of all right, title, and 
interest in the contents and consent 
to sell or dispose of the contents 
under section 168B.08. A vehicle 
owner who provides to the impound 
lot operator documentation from a 
government or nonprofit agency or 
legal aid office that the owner is 
homeless, receives relief based on 
need, or is eligible for legal aid 
services, has the unencumbered 
right to retrieve any and all contents 
without charge.
Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer March 24, 31, 2022

MARCH 24, 2022



CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
PHONE: 320-629-6771  |  FAX: 320-629-6772

16 LOST &16 LOST &
  FOUNDFOUND

We can help! Place a
LOST & FOUND line
ad FREE for 1 week!
Call us today:
Kanabec County
Times 
320-679-2661
Pine City Pioneer 
320-629-6771
Isanti-Chisago County
Star
763-689-1181 ext 101

20 NOTICES20 NOTICES

Donate Your Wedding
Dress  –  Help  Brides
afford a dress for their
big day. Call 651-407-
1213 for details.

53 VEHICLES53 VEHICLES
WANTEDWANTED

Autos Wanted 
Dead or alive. 
Any make Any model
FREE towing.  
320-629-5865

106 HOME 106 HOME 
IMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENT

Cambridge Handyman
All home repairs.
Call or text 
612-366-2433

115 HOME115 HOME
HEATINGHEATING

More heat, Less
wood. Classic edge
Titanium HDX EPA
certified OUTDOOR
WOOD FURNACE.
26% Tax Credit.
Prices as low as $200
per month! Call today
612-805-2362

300 300 
FOR SALE     FOR SALE     

Buying  sports  card
collections  call  Tom
612-701-7396

351351
ANTIQUES/ANTIQUES/
COLLECT.     COLLECT.     

Wanted: Cash paid
for sport card
collections, action
figures, video games,
and collectibles. Call
Travis 612-208-5169

353353
BUILDINGBUILDING
SUPPLIESSUPPLIES

Roofing, Siding, Pole
Building Steel and
Trim. Pricing direct
from Amish factory. 21
colors, up to 40-foot
lengths. Fast service.
Leave message, calls
returned promptly.
320-515-1223. 

355355
HOUSEHOLDHOUSEHOLD

Beautiful solid oak
dresser w/3-section
mirror & att. Jewelry
case, $90. 
Call 763-645-1213

358 358 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

20-foot pole length
mixed hardwood fire-
wood, 5-cord load,
$650 plus fuel sur-
charge. 320-679-
1815.

369 WANTED369 WANTED

WANTED: Bulk milk
tank and  vacumm
pump, also surge
buckets. Please call:
320-262-6874.

404 GARAGE404 GARAGE
SALESSALES

JBF HUGE KIDS
SALE APRIL 7-10
*Andover YMCA
15200 Hanson Blvd
NW *Thurs-Sat 10-8
Sun 9-3 
Free Adm w/Ad

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

JENSEN BACKHOE, LLC
is looking for a person with 

skills in operating equipment, 
driving dump truck and 
installing septic systems. 

Wage $26 - $32 per hour. 
Send resume to

SCOTTJENSENCENTURYLINK.NET

Jensen Backhoe, LLC
510 2nd St. NW

Hinckley, MN 55037

Pay based on experience, but no 
experience required. 

Pay based on experience, but no 
experience required. 

KFC Pine City
NOW HIRING!

Extra pay if you are 
ServSafe certifi ed, and 

for certain hours.

SPECIAL 
PERFORMANCE BONUS!

Scholarships available through KFC.
15 years & up apply in person.

320-629-3760
Help wanted!

FT, PT HHA, CNA 
Must be reliable, 

dependable and able to 
work every other 

weekend.weekend.

Call Sue at 
629-7272 or 

apply online at 

$1500 SIGN 
ON BONUS!

www.northernpinesassisted.com

The Pine City Pioneer is looking for a 

PART-TIME 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT.
Your local newspaper isn’t just a source of 
information; it’s a part of your community.
We cover everything from school plays to breaking 
news, focusing on the local events that matter 
to you most.

If you would like to play a key role in 
keeping Pine City vibrant and informed, 
consider joining the Pioneer sta� .

As an editorial assistant, you’ll be working 
alongside the editor at our Pine City o�  ce 3 days a 
week, assisting in the production and design of the 
weekly newspaper. You will also be formatting legal 
notices, obituaries and other news. The ideal 
candidate must be detail oriented and good with 
computers. InDesign and Photoshop knowledge a 
plus but can be learned on the job.

HELP 
KEEP OUR
COMMUNITY

STRONG.
JOIN OUR
NEWS TEAM!

Please send resume to Je�  Andres, Group Publisher,
930 Cleveland St S, Cambridge, MN 55008 or
email je�  @northstarmedia.net.

154154
EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Local  organization
seeking part time 
support  help  for  our
charitable  gambling.
Email  interest  to
mandtrice@gmail.com

Help Wanted Carey's
Communications / 
Radio Shack Pine city,
MN  
Full  and  Part  Time.
320-629-6808.

Auto Body
Technician, Harris,
MN; $30-$35 hour
based on experience.
Benefits package; call
or text 651-757-0158

Auto Sales Associate,
Harris, MN;
Competitive
Commission plus
Benefits package; call
or text 651-757-0158

Automotive
Technician, Harris,
MN; $30-$35 hour
based on experience.
Benefits package; call
or text 651-757-0158

Thompson
Construction is Hiring
Concrete Laborers
and Finishers for
Commercial Concrete
Business. Experience
Preferred. Year round
work. Benefits. Most
work in Twin City area
Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday
7:00am to 5:00PM
763-389-7981

154154
EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Walker Methodist
Rehab is seeking
versatile team
members to help drive
our Home Care and
Outpatient therapy
programs, the newest
divisions of Walker
Rehab. Our current
team also offers
skilled care,
transitional care, and
memory care for
residents located in
MN northern
communities.
Locations include
Cambridge MN, Rush
City MN and Mora
MN. We don't just
provide healthcare,
housing, and senior
living services; we
work to uplift the lives
of our teammates
through respect,
imagination, and
collaboration and by
providing a future
through inspiring
careers. Walker is a
not-for-profit
organization qualifying
for the federal Public
Service Loan
Forgiveness program.

YOUR CAREER SEARCH 
STARTS HERE

The Pine City Pioneer
pinecountynews.com

PLACE A CLASSIFIED TODAY.
320-679-6771

THIS SPACE RESERVED 
FOR YOUR AD

P I N E  C I T YP I N E  C IPP T Y

pinecitymn.com

320-629-6771

Our print and online 
job listings will help 

you zoom in on more 
of the area’s best 

career opportunities, 
and maximize your 

potential for success.

Search Available 
Jobs online at

pinecountynews.com

320-629-6771
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   www.pinecitymn.com

Contact us
320-629-6771

pinecountynews.com

P I N E  C I T YP I N E  C I T Y

320-629-6771
pinecitymn.com

CLASSIFIED ADS 
GET RESULTS

Call 320-679-2661 Mora 
or 320-629-6771

Pine City

EXCESS BAGGAGE
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

Placing a classifi ed ad is an easy and 
affordable way to advertise your 

unwanted items to hundreds of potential 
buyers. Contact us today and start 

turning the stuff you don’t want into 
something you do want: CASH!

Pine City Pioneer
320-629-6771 or pinecountynews.com

PINE CITY PIONEER
In Print | Online 

Subscribe Today!

CHECK OUT THE 
PINE CITY PIONEER 

CLASSIFIEDS!

Looking for 
work?

pinecountynews.com



EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
PHONE: 320-629-6771  |  FAX: 320-629-6772

NorthStar Media is seeking a motivated person to fi ll 
an open position as In-House Sales Person.  

Monday - Friday, 32-hour work weeks.  
Duties include sales for all of the classifi ed pages and 

maintaining church directories for the following papers:  
Advertiser, Kanabec County Times and Isanti-Chisago County 

Star.  Additionally, you will assist the front offi  ce staff  with 
various daily operations tasks.  

You must be able to multi task using multiple software 
programs, communicate via email and phone and in person, 

and have strong organizational skills.  
If interested, please contact Je�  Andres, Publisher. 

651-407-1258 or Je�  @northstarmedia.net

NOW NOW 
HIRING

NorthStar Media, Inc. • 930 S. Cleveland • 763-689-1181 • FAX 763-689-1185

NorthStar
Printers • Publishers
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In-House In-House 
Sales PersonSales Person

As a graphic designer you will work in a fast-paced, deadline 
driven environment. Must have the ability to manage multi-

ple projects and the ability to work creatively to conceptualize 
and design effective ads while meeting our quality standards. 

You must possess excellent design & communication skills. 

Desired Skills: A two-year degree in graphic design & 
experience preferred. Must be proficient with Mac OS and 

Adobe Creative Suite. Web ad design and newspaper ad/print 
ad design experience is preferred.

We offer a competitive compensation and benefit package.

Send Resume to:
Jeff Andres

 Kanabec Publications, 107 S. Park St., Mora, MN 55051 
or email jeff@northstarmedia.net

Our creative design 
department  

produces advertising 
& internet materials 
for our newspapers 

and shoppers.

Graphic Designer
Print & Web

NORTHSTAR MEDIA
Printing • Inserting • Mail & Delivery

• 763-689-1181 ext:117 • Fax 763-689-1185
printing@northstarmedia.net

PRESS HELPER
PRESSMAN TRAINEE
NEEDED FOR OUR CAMBRIDGE PRINTING PLANT

REQUIRED SKILLS: stand for 100% of shift, be able to 
bend and twist, climb ladders, moderate carrying 
and pulling, and the ability to lift up to 60 pounds. 

Must be 18 years or older.

Starting Wage: $14/hour
Starting Hours: 32-40 hours a week

Benefits: health, dental, vision, life, disability, 401K,
vacation days PTO, holidays off, WEEKENDS OFF!

Ask us about our Pressman 
Apprenticeship Program Opening!

NEWS763-689-1181 ext. 107
editor@countystar.com ADVERTISING763-689-1181 ext. 113

david@countystar.com ADVERTISING763-689-1181 ext. 104
jdetlaff @countystar.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
763-689-1181 ext. 100

starlegals@countystar.com
CLASSIFIEDS763-689-1181 ext. 101

starclass@countystar.com
BREAKING NEWS, UPDATES

Whenever, wherever you are!
countystar.com

I SA N T I
I SA N T I

GOTTA DASH: Bluejacket track and fi eld continue to dominate meets. PAGE 9

THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019
VOL. 113   NO. 18  COUNTYSTAR.COM  

FREE 

Featured Listings at CENTURY 21 Moline Realty

$135,000

$314,900

$183,500

$137,000

$239,900

Thinking About Selling?   Call  Us Today!   763-689-3593
202 Main St. SCambridgeCENTURY21Moline.com

Each offi  ce is independently owned and operated.

641 Cypress St. S., Cambridge
Beautiful 2BR/2BA Rambler w/Den.  

Sprawling corner lot.  Steel Siding, updated 

Windows, In-Ground Sprinklers. Close to all 
the amenities. 

2220 Black Pine Dr, Pine Village

2018 Mojave 28x62 3BR/2BA. Open Floor 

Plan.  Living/Dining Area open to Kitchen.  

New Appliances.  Covered Porch, Deck, 
Storage Shed. 

3335 Ten Oaks St. S., Cambridge

3BR/3BA Home .93 Acre Lot.  MF Laundry. LL 

Family Room, Theater w/Stadium Seating, 

pro Sport Court, insulated/heated Garage.  
Screened Deck, Patio.  Shed. 

325 Maple Ave. W., Mora
Fantastic 4BR/2BA Split Entry Home. Fresh 

Paint, Wood Floors.  MF Bedroom, Walk 

Out Lower Level w/BR & BA. Deck, Patio, 
beautifully treed yard. 

28053 E. Hardwood Lane, Brook Park

Peace and quiet!  4BR/3BA Home on 5+ 

Acres.  Huge Master Suite, Eat In Kitchen, 

MF Bedrooms, LL Family Room, BR & Bath.  
Close to Knife Lake.

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

G

EE 

BY SHANNON FOX
NEWS@BRAHAMJOURNAL.COMSpace. The fi nal frontier for 

washing machines. 
At Braham Area High 

School, students are putting 

together revolutionary ideas 

that will aide the future as-

tronauts of the International 

Space Station by creating a 

washing machine device that 

can be used in a gravity-free 

environment. Believe it or not, the space 

station is a loud and smelly 

place. Currently, there are 

not a lot of facilities available 

to clean clothes. Also, bath-

rooms and toilet facilities are 

interesting to manage due to 

weightlessness. Being clean 

is a challenge in and of itself 

when out in space.
In mid-April Braham 

students Josh Klingensmith, 

Ben Carlson, Jeremy Brown 

and Zach Anderson, along 

with Luke Becker, agricul-

tural science and technology 

teacher, went to the Johnson 

Space Center in Houston to 

demonstrate their creation 

to NASA scientists. Set up 

in the Saturn V exhibition 

hall, along with the other 11 

fi nalist teams chosen from 

various schools, the Braham 

team showed off their hum-

ble, but impressive, washing 

machine design. The washing machine 

was one of several catego-

ries being demonstrated at 

the conference with others 

including clothing design, 

space hardware, space food, 

programming for operating 

systems, etc. “We were there to present 

the concept for a zero-gravity 

washing machine to some 

engineers that wanted to get 

ideas from student design-

ers,” Anderson said. “The 

lead lady on the washing 

machine committee said our 

idea was really good and one 

of the only ideas that would 

Zero-gravity washing machine receives NASA’s accolades 

LAURIE SOLLE | COUNTY STAR

Every girl’s crazy about a sharp-dressed man

Lauren Kindem adjusts Reece Valland’s boutonniere while the two prepared to go 

through Grand March on Saturday, April 27. For more photos from Cambridge-Isanti 

High School prom, see page 11 and go to countystar.com.

 

CONTRIBUTED

On a visit to NASA in mid-April, (from left) Braham teacher Luke Becker, 

students Josh Klingensmith, Zach Anderson, Jeremy Brown and Ben Carlson 

presented their design to engineers for a zero-gravity washing machine.  

SEE NASA, PAGE 8 

‘The lead lady on the washing machine committee said our idea was really good and one of the only ideas that would actually work in space.’
 

Zach AndersonStudent Design Team

BY BILL STICKELS III
EDITOR@COUNTYSTAR.COMThe Isanti city coun-

cil opted to go with the 
less-expensive route to fi ll 

the now-vacated seat held 

by Ross Lorinser, whose 

April 19 resignation was 

formally approved during 

a special council meeting 

held on April 30.City administrator 
Josi Wood explained that 

since Lorinser had less 
than two years remain-

ing on his term, the coun-

cil had two options to 
fi ll the seat. The council 

could ask for applications, 

interview applicants 
and appoint someone by 

majority vote to fi ll the 
remainder of the term, or 

they could hold a special 

election and have the 
voters decide who should 

fi ll the seat. However, even if they 
were to hold a special 

election, the council 
would still have to 

appoint someone to fi ll 
the seat until the special 

election was held, which 

would be no earlier than 

November 2019.“If it wasn’t so costly 
and staff time involved, 

I would ask for it to be a 
special election,” council 

member Steve Lundeen 
said. “That being said, 

the citizens do not need 

any more further debt put

upon them to pay for a 
special election.”“It (a special election) 

would cost $8,000 to 
$10,000, from what I 

recall,” said mayor Jeff 
Johnson. “Why would we 

want to put that on our 
taxpayers?”After the motion to 

request applications 
for appointment to the 

council was unanimously

approved, Wood ex-
plained the process and 

timeline for making the 

appointment.Applications will be 
accepted until the end of 

the business day on Fri-
day, May 10. Applications 

can be picked up at Isanti 

city hall. Interviews of 
the applicants will take 

place during the May 
21 city council meeting. 

A uniform list of initial 

Isanti council to replace 
Lorinser via appointment 

‘The citizens do not need any more further debt put upon them to pay for a special election.’ 
Steve LundeenIsanti City Council Member

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 8 

� e Isanti-Chisago County 
Star is looking for people 
interested in joining our 

award-winning collection of 
freelance writers/reporters. 

Areas of possible coverage include feature 
stories, government coverage, or sports coverage. 

Previous writing experience is preferred, but 
not mandatory. Photography experience is a 

plus. Compensation is dependent on types and 
frequency of articles produced.

Writers Wanted

If interested, 
contact Bill at 

editor@countystar.com 
or 763-689-1181, 

ext. 107.

I SA N T I - C H I SAG OI SA N T I - C H I SAG O

Join our team of caring professionals at 
St. Clare Living Community of Mora & The 

Villages of St. Clare where we care for your 
family like ours.

SIGN-ON BONUSES
offered for qualified openings!                               

Generous benefit package offered 
for Full Time positions!

TMA
1 Part Time position available working evenings

CNA’s
Full Time & Part Time day and 
evening positions available.

HOUSEKEEPER
1 Full Time position available

working day shift
 CULINARY SERVICE AIDES  

Part Time positions available working evenings and 
every other weekend 3pm-7pm, 20-30 hours per 

week and 1 Part Time every other weekend 
6am-2pm position.

St. Clare Living Community 
of Mora

110 7th St. N, Mora, MN 55051
(320) 679-1411 • Fax (320) 679-8350

 https://www.stclarelivingcommunity.org
https://m.facebook.com/stclarelivingcommunity/

Email: nancy.dobbins@lsfhealth.org
EOE/AA

NorthStar Media, Inc. • 930 S. Cleveland • 763-689-1181 • FAX 763-689-1185
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Printers • Publishers
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NorthStar Media has a  
PT/FT position  

open in our mailroom/  
inserting department. 

Willing to work flexible hours;  
requires some heavy lifting.  

Starting wage $11/hr. 

Send resume/application to  
NorthStar Media  

930 S. Cleveland St.  
Cambridge, MN 55008

Accounting Technician
Lakes and Pines C.A.C., a private non-profit 

organization, is seeking a professional to join  
our Fiscal Team.

Position is open until filled

Applicants are required to complete agency’s employment 
application for consideration.

Reasonable accommodations made upon request. Minorities, women, veterans and  
individuals with disabilities are encouraged to apply. 

Lakes and Pines is an equal opportunity employer.

 The Accounting Technician is responsible for assisting in keeping 
a systematic and up to date record of the Agency’s financial 
records. Must be proficient in Excel. Attention to detail, strong 
organizational skills and the ability to handle multiple projects/
deadlines a must. Applicant should have experience with daily 
transactions (AR, AP, GL entries) and be driven by internal controls 
procedures. Preference will be given to applicants with a mini-
mum of a two-year accounting certificate or those with two years 
of accounting experience (in lieu of certificate/degree). Lakes and 
Pines receives federal and state grant funding. Fund or govern-
mental accounting experience is preferred. 
Full Time Position with generous benefit package.  
$16.95-19.27/hour starting salary, DOQ. 

For more information or to apply, please visit our 
website or office, www.lakesandpines.org

Applications can be mailed to:
1700 Maple Avenue E., Mora, MN 55051 

HOPKINS SAND AND GRAVEL IS 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 

24865 Hwy 61, 
Pine City, MN 55063

320-629-2522

Hopkins Sand and Gravel Inc.

• Ready-Mixed Concrete Driver 
• Dump Truck Driver

Applicant must have customer service 
skills, be dependable, and have a positive 

attitude. Applicant must possess a 
Class B license with current medical 

card and pass pre-employment drug test.

• Dispatcher - wage will DOQ
We off er a competitive wage, 40l(k), 

health and dental insurance. 
Interested candidates can apply at 

our Beroun o�  ce or online at 
www.hopkinsgravel.com.

Connect with the latest 
local and regional job 
opportunities in the

 PINE CITY PIONEER 

YOUR CAREER SEARCH 
STARTS HERE

The Pine City Pioneer
pinecountynews.com

?

P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T Y

pinecountynews.com
320-629-6771

Browse Jobs From Virtually Every Type of Employer
FROM ONE CONVENIENT WEBSITE

www.pinecountynews.com/classifi eds/

oye
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