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RUNNING TO WIN: Ausmus takes lead as boys cross country named Great River champs. P2
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P I N E  C I T Y

Pine City primed for pumpkin 
pickups with ‘Take Back Jack’

BY MIKE GAINOR
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

A group of young Pine Citians 
are working to make the post-Hal-
loween cleanup for residents a 
little easier and more ecologically 
friendly with a city-wide project 
they call “Take Back Jack.”

The students will pick up pump-
kins within the city limits on Nov. 
6 – and those outside the city limits 
can bring their pumpkins to a 
drop-off zone at a local business. 
The students will then take all the 
pumpkins to be reused as feed on 
local farms. 

Emma Willhite is a Pine City 
resident, and a student at Minneso-
ta State University Moorhead. She 
said the inspiration for the Pine 
City edition of  “Take Back Jack” 
was a similar event on her campus. 

“Since I am ... living far from 
campus I wanted to set up a ‘Take 
Back Jack’ for our local communi-
ty,” Willhite said.

She signed up the Pine City Leos 
to help with the project, and they 
will be picking up the pumpkins 
together. 

Willhite noted that there is not 
going to be a sign up for the proj-
ect. Rather, residents inside the 

city limits can show their interest 
by marking their pumpkins, and 
students will be picking them up 
on Saturday, Nov. 6 from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m.

 “To signify you would like us 
to pick up your pumpkins, mark 
them with a black ‘X’ and set them 
out by your mailboxes,” Willhite 
explained. 

Those outside the city, and 
anyone who missed the pumpkin 
pick-up can bring their pumpkins 
to a drop zone at Minpack (400 2nd 
Ave. SE) on Nov. 6-7.

“The drop zone is on the south 
side of Minpack near the loading 
dock area,” Willhite said. “A huge 
thank you to Bob Thompson for 
allowing us to use this area as our 
drop zone.”

She said she is grateful for the 
Pine City Leos help with the work, 
and is feeling positive about peo-
ple’s participation in the pumpkin 
pick-up project.

“I am excited that we are saving 
pumpkins from going to landfi ll 
and taking them to be reused as 
feed on local farms,” Willhite said. 
“I think ‘Take Back Jack’ [is] a 
great opportunity for our commu-
nity to make a positive impact on 
the environment.”

PHOTO  PROVIDED 

Emma Willhite (back center) and members of the Pine City Leos are ready for 
post-Halloween pumpkin pickups with “Take Back Jack.”

BY MIKE GAINOR
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

Pine County is ranked near the bottom 
of the state when it comes to high-speed 
internet access, but local efforts are un-
derway to bring residents faster connec-
tions through a $100,000 grant – and with 
the help of a new AT&T cell tower.

$100K FOR BROADBAND
“The pandemic has shown us that ac-

cess to affordable and reliable high-speed 
internet is no longer a luxury,” said Pine 
County Economic Development Coordi-
nator Lezlie Sauter. 

She noted that Pine County is currently 
ranked 86th out of 87 counties for having 
access to wireline internet with down-
load speeds of 25 Mbps and upload speeds 
of 3 Mbps. 

A report generated by Connected Na-
tion shows that out of 11,373 households 
in the county, only 52% have access to 
wireline service with those speeds. And 
speed tests conducted this spring show 
there may be more households unserved 
than this.

Pine County offi cials are inviting the 

Local eff orts aim to bring 
better connections to area

PHOTO  PROVIDED 

AT&T has built a new tower near the intersec-
tion of White Oak Road and Homestead Road.SEE CONNECTIONS, PAGE 10 

Share knowledge in Pine 
County Child Care survey

STAFF REPORT
NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

Area residents and businesses are be-
ing asked to share what they know about 
child care in Pine County.

The East Central Regional Develop-
ment Council is putting together a Pine 
County Child Care Study Survey, and 
is reaching out for input through two 
online surveys – one for residents and 
another for businesses. 

“Child care is critical to the health of 
our communities. It impacts more than 
children and their parents and is central 
to community health,” said Michelle 
Thomas of the ECRDC. “A robust econo-
my relies on the availability of excellent 
child care, but East Central Minnesota 
faces shortages. East Central Regional 

Development Commission is assisting in 
addressing these challenges by begin-
ning with a Child Care Study in Pine 
County to gain an accurate picture of 
current conditions.” 

• Pine County businesses are asked to 
take this survey: https://www.survey-
monkey.com/r/WWPV3YM 

• Pine County residents are asked to 
respond to this survey: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/WJWTPFQ

 “The more people take the survey, the 
more accurate a picture we can paint,” 
Thomas said. “Thank you for your help 
with this.”

The survey will be open until Friday, 
Nov. 5. 

For questions, contact michelle.thom-
as@ecrdc.org
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Sunshine and cheering crowds greet-
ed the Dragon cross country squads at 
the Great River Conference Champion-
ship, and those runners responded with 
outstanding performances. 

“Our kids all ran hard and gave it 
their all,” said Coach Jared Clement-
son. “It was great to see a lot of our run-
ners competing and having success.”

GIRLS: The Dragon cross country 
girls team placed second with a score of 
44 points. The top seeded Hinckley-Fin-
layson scored 29 points to beat Pine 
City for the second year in a row. 

Pine City had three girls place in the 
top 10 and earn All-Conference honors: 
Eva Johnson, Emma Belsheim and 
Rachel Brown. 

Eva Johnson ran her best race of the 
season and placed second with a time 
of 21:15. This is the fourth straight year 
that Johnson has placed in the top 
three in the GRC. Emma Belsheim has 
had a breakthrough year and placed 
fi fth with a time of 22:25. Rachel Brown 
bettered her 10th place fi nish last year 
and placed seventh in a time of 22:43 
for her second All-Conference honor. 
Gracie Larson placed 16th in a time of 
23:43 with teammate Paige Gray not 
far behind in 17th with a time of 23:50. 
Peyton Perreault placed 18th with a 
time of 24:17. Sophia Olson rounded out 
the varsity squad, fi nishing 22nd in a 
time of 26:15.

“I am very proud of how these girls 
have progressed over the season,” Cle-
mentson said. “For most of the season, 
Hinckley-Finlayson was very dominant 
and would beat us by a large margin. 
Even though our girls weren’t able to 
come out victorious, they fought hard 
and made it a battle. I am very grateful 
to coach such a great group of hard-
working girls.”

In the girls 3200m junior high race, 
Bella Schneider placed third with 
a time of 17:13 with teammates Ella 
Schlichting (17:37) and Madi Perreault 
(17:56) fi nishing not far behind in 
fourth and sixth. The girls JH won by 
one point over Mille Lacs.

BOYS: The boys team dominated the 
competition winning with a great score 
of 21 points. This is the eighth time in 
the past nine years that the Dragon 
boys have won the GRC title. Rush City 
placed 2nd with 39 points. 

The top six boys placed in the top 10 
and earned All-Conference honors: 
Charlie Ausmus, Roman McKinney, 
Ethan Aagaard, Weston Clementson, 
Bohdan Valvoda and Eli Fromm. 

Charlie Ausmus defended his GRC 
title in dominant fashion, winning by 
58 seconds in a time of 18:08. Ausmus 
became the third male in school history 
to win the GRC in back to back seasons, 
following in the footsteps of Easton 
Foss (2013 and 2014) and Tommy Ryan 
(2017 and 2018).

Roman McKinney ran a great race 
and set a new personal best time of 
19:09 to earn a third place fi nish, which 
betters his sixth place fi nish from last 
year. Ethan Aagaard fought off a Rush 
City runner to place fourth in a time of 
19:21. Weston Clementson ran a solid 
race and ran a time of 19:54 good for 
sixth. Bohdan Valvoda was consistent 
as usual, and placed seventh in a time 
of 20:07. Eli Fromm found himself 
struggling, but managed to fi ght off a 
crowd to place eighth in a time of 20:16. 
Sean Skluzacek rounded out the varsity
squad by placing 13th in a time of 20:46.

 “We had a lot of turnover from last 
year and only Ausmus and McKinney 
ran in the varsity race at the GRC in 
last year’s victory,” Clementson said. “It
was great watching these young boys 
come out and run so well and take care 
of business. Our top nine boys consist 
of all eighth and ninth graders. These 
boys will be fun to watch over the next 
few years as they gain more experience 
and strength.”

The Dragon JV boys won with a 
near perfect score of 16 points. Sawyer 
McDaniel won the JV race in a time of 
20:27 which would have been good for 
Honorable Mention in the varsity race. 
Milo Rydberg (20:49) placed 2nd and 
Colin Miche´ (21:35) placed third.

The JH boys placed second with 
Grant Larson placing second in the 
3200m race with a time of 14:51.

This meet concludes the junior varsi-
ty and junior high season.

NEXT UP
The Section 7AA meet will be held 

on Thursday, Oct. 28 at the Cloquet 
golf course. The Dragon girls will race 
at 3 p.m. and the boys will race at 3:45 
p.m. The top two teams and the top six 
individuals will qualify on to the State 
Meet held in Northfi eld on Saturday, 
Nov. 6.

Dragon cross country boys win Great River Conference championship

KRIS CLEMENTSON   

The Pine City High School Boys Cross Country Team are the Great River Conference Champi-
ons, with Charlie Ausmus the overall winner of the meet.  Running were Sean Skluzacek, Eli 
Fromm, Bohden Valvoda, Weston Clementson, Charlie Ausmus, Roman McKinney and Ethan 
Aagaard.

Thank you Minnesotans.

Thank you to communities, tribal nations, landowners, businesses, union workers, 
contractors, civic leaders and supporters for your efforts to ensure the Line 3 
Replacement Project was properly approved and safely constructed.

After more than eight years working together through extensive community 
engagement and comprehensive environmental, regulatory and legal review, the 
replaced Line 3 is now safely delivering the reliable and low-cost energy people in 
the Midwest depend on every day.

To learn more about the Line 3 Replacement Project, visit enbridge.com/line3us.

Your collaboration and commitment were unprecedented.



MEETINGS

October 25-28

Monday: Beef Swiss Steak w/ 
tomato gravy, sweet potatoes, peas 
and carrots, wheat bread

Wednesday: Oven-baked chicken, 
parsley potatoes, beets, dinner roll, 
cookie

Currently milk and bread will be in-
cluded depending on availability

Call the Pine City Senior Center at 
320-629-3024 between 10:30 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. with any questions.

SENIOR DINING

FRIDAY 10/29
AA: 10 a.m., Empower Recovery 
Services, 645 3rd Avenue SW, 
Pine City

AA: 7 p.m., Rush City Lutheran 
Church, 980 W 4th Street. Call 
David 612-387-6094

Weecovery: 7:30 p.m., Empower 
Recovery Services, 645 3rd Ave-
nue SW, Pine City

SUNDAY 10/31
AA: 7 p.m. Evangelical Free 
Church, 625 Golf Avenue SW. For 
information call 320-438-9121.

MONDAY 11/1
Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m., 
Journey North Church, Pine City 

Blue Star Moms Chapter 16  
6:30 p.m. Pine City VFW, 600 1st 
Avenue  NW.

AA: 7:30 p.m., Our Redeemer 
Church, 825 Golf Avenue SW, 
Pine City

TUESDAY 11/2
Weecovery: 10 a.m., Empower 
Recovery Services, 645 3rd Ave-
nue SW, Pine City 

WEDNESDAY 11/3
Living Sober AA:  7 p.m., 
Henriette Free Methodist Church, 
21004 MN-107, Grasston. Contact 
Willie 320-629-3745

Rock Creek AA: 7 p.m., Rock 
Creek City Center, Pine City

Women only AA: 7 p.m., Em-
power Recovery Services, 645 3rd 
Avenue SW, Pine City

Please contact the Pine City Pio-
neer with questions, or to make 
other changes to the meeting 
schedule. Contact 320-629-6771 
or publicnotices@pinecitymn.
com

FRIDAY
OCTOBER 29

Mystery at the Fur Post
Performers of the Baker Street Circus 

return to Snake River to delight, mystify 
and amaze. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m., 
with the event starting at 7 p.m. and 
running until approximately 9 p.m. at the 
Snake River Fur Post (12551 Voyageur 
Lane, Pine City).

Can you decipher the clues, unravel 
the secrets and fi gure out who is up to no 
good? Who stalks the big top?

Tickets to the Mystery at the Fur Post 
can be purchased online at https://cart.
mnhs.org/60668/60669.

Costumes, Crafts and Cliff hangers
Kids are encouraged to wear their 

costumes for Halloween crafts and stories 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the Pine City Public 
Library (300 5th Street). 

Participants will hear a few not-too-
spooky stories, make crafts, and march 
in a Halloween parade inside the library 
and, if weather allows, through the library 
grounds.

This event is geared to kids of preschool 
and school age, and snacks will be provid-
ed. Registration is required, beginning 
Oct. 8 on the events calendar at ecrlib.org 
or by calling the library 320-629-6403.

Rush City Citizen of the Year
Join the Rush City Chamber of Com-

merce to celebrate Todd Johnston’s being 
name 2019 Citizen of the Year. Social 
hour starts at 6 p.m. in the Spare Room 
at Chucker’s Bowl, followed by dinner at 
7 and a program and dancing at 8.

Tickets — available only in advance 
— can be purchased at Hair Do or Dye, 
Hermann Insurance, Olson Chapel or 
Perreault Chiropractic. 

For more information, call 612-695-
6495 or email rushcitychamberdirec-
tor@gmail.com

PTCC Foundation Donor Appreciation 
Pine Technical & Community College 

Foundation will hold its annual Donor Ap-
preciation from 5 to 7 p.m. at the campus 
in Pine City (900 4th Street SE).

The foundation will be thanking do-
nors and honoring the achievements of 
scholarship recipients. Appetizers and 
beverages will be served, entertainment 
will be provided, and a raffl e is planned.

Tickets can be purchased at the door 
or in advance at the PTCC President’s 
offi ce. Proceeds benefi t the PTCC Foun-
dation. For more information, contact 
carlisles@pine.edu or call 320-629-5140.

Halloween Crafts and Stories
Enjoy some Halloween fun at the Pine 

City Public Library (300 5th Street SE)  
from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. where some 
not-too-spooky stories will be told, 
crafts to take home will be made, and 
a Halloween parade inside the library 
will commence. Parents are welcome to 
accompany their kids, and snacks will 
be provided. All are encouraged to wear 
costumes. Recommended for kids of pre-
school and elementary school age. For 
more information and to register, visit  
https://ecrlib.libcal.com/event/8388430 
or call 320-629-6403.

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 30

Flames Trunk-or-Treat
The Hinckley/Pine City Flames Snow-

mobile Club invites kids to Trunk-or 
Treat at 2 p.m. at the Flames’ Clubhouse 
in Beroun (24784 Main Street).

For more information or to volunteer 
to hand out candy from a decorated ve-
hicle, visit the Flames Facebook page at 
facebook.com/HPCFLAMES. 

Pine City .320K Run-Walk-Crawl
Join the community for the Pine City 

.320K Run-Walk-Crawl.
Check in is from 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

at the Village Bar and Grill (245 Third 
Avenue SE). Run/Walk/Crawl in waves 
starting at 11 a.m. from the Village to 
Three Twenty Brewing Company with a 
halfway hydration station stop at Frog-
gy’s.

 Must be 21+ on event day to partici-
pate. ID is Required at Check in.

Profi ts from this event will be donated 
to the Honor Guards of the Pine City 
American Legion Post 51 and Pine City 
VFW Post 4258. 

For more information about tickets 
and registration, visit: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/pine-city-320k-run-
walk-crawl-tickets-196614207387

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 31

American Legion French Toast Breakfast
Pine City American Legion Post 51 will 

host its Sons of the American Legion 
French Toast Breakfast from 8 to 11:30 
a.m. at the American Legion in Pine City 
(525 Main Street N).

Made-from-scratch French toast, 
scrambled eggs and sausage are on the 
menu, along with coffee, milk and juice.

Tickets can be purchased at the Amer-
ican Legion or from any SAL member. 
Tickets will also be available at the door. 
Proceeds from the event will go to the 
SAL Scholarship fund.

Drive Thru Trunk or Treat
Pine City Evangelical Free Church will 

host its 11th annual Drive Thru Trunk or 
Treat from 3 to 4 p.m. on the PCEFC Cam-
pus (625 Golf Avenue SW).

For more information, contact the 
church at pinecityefree@gmail.com or 
call 320-629-2584.

Sandstone Family Fun Night
The public is invited to a Family Fun 

Night Halloween Party from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
the Sandstone Fire Hall (113 Main Street). 

A light supper and goodies will be 
served, and kids of all ages can enjoy 
games, treats and prizes.

Kids Halloween Pizza Party
The Floppy Crappie Lakeside Pub (10762 

Lakeview Shore Drive, Pine City) and 
Dennis’ Smoke BBQ Joint will host a kids 
Halloween pizza party at 5 p.m. For more 
information, call 320-322-4020.

Teen Halloween Party
The Pine City Leos will host a new event 

this year especially for teens. All teens 
agoes 13 and up are invited to Robinson 
Park (229 5th Street SE, Pine City) for this 
year’s Teen Halloween Party with food, 
games, costume contest, and infl atable 
obstacle course. 

MONDAY
NOVEMBER 1

Winter Parking Rules in Eff ect
Winter parking rules for Pine City 

go into effect today. No parking on city 
streets will be allowed from 2 to 6 a.m. 
until March 31, 2022.

Vehicles left on streets during this time 
are subject to being towed at the owners 
expense. 

For more information, visit the city’s 
website at https://pinecity.govoffi ce.com 
or call or call 320-629-2575.

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 4

Glass Etching at Sandstone Library
The Sandstone Library (119 4th Street) 

is offering a glass etching class from 6 to 7 
p.m. Each attendee will create two custom-
ized glasses. 

The class is recommended for ages 18 
and up, and registration is required on 
the events calendar at ecrlib.org. Space is 
limited.

For more information, call the library at 
320-245-2270.

FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 5

Movie in the Park
Join Pine City Parks and Recreation for 

a movie in the Park staring at 6:30 p.m. at 
Voyageur Park (700 1st Avenue NW). The 
movie playing is Disney Pixar’s “Coco”. 
Fore more information, visit: https://pine-
city.govoffi ce.com or call 320-629-2575.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 5-NOVEMBER 6

Fall Gift of Grace
Support local artisans and crafters at 

the Pine City Senior Center (670 Main 
Street S) on Friday from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Come 
explore gifts, crafts, treats and more. 

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 11
Veterans Day Dinner

All Veterans are invited to a dinner in 
celebration of Veterans Day at the Pine 
City Legion (525 Main Street N.) at 12 
p.m. The dinner is free for all Veterans, 
one Veteran guest, Auxiliary and SAL. 
Sponsored by: American Legion Post 51, 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 51, Pine 
City VFW Post 4258 and Auxiliary, and 
Heath Perkins SAL.

Senior Citizen Appreciation 
Breakfast and Matinee

Pine City High School Theatre ( is per-
forming “Cinderella” free for senior citi-
zens. Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. before 
doors open for seating at 9 a.m. For more 
information, visit http://pinecitychamber.
com/community-event/senior-citizen-mat-
inee-returns-november-11th/

OCTOBER 28, 2021 www.PineCityMN.com  PINE CITY PIONEER  3  
&

The Pine City Pioneer does
not guarantee publication of
community events. Space lim-
its the size and number of arti-
cles. Out & About deadline is 3
p.m. Monday. If your informa-
tion must be published, consid-
er placing an ad.

To Go 
Available

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Downtown Pine City • 320-629-9917

Wed., Nov. 3
Tues., Nov. 2 Baked Ziti w/ Salad & Garlic BreadBaked Ziti w/ Salad & Garlic Bread

Sun., Oct. 31 BLT w/ Fries & Pasta SaladBLT w/ Fries & Pasta Salad
Mon., Nov. 1 Chicken Bacon Ranch Melt w/ Fries & Pasta SaladChicken Bacon Ranch Melt w/ Fries & Pasta Salad

Grilled Cheese & SoupGrilled Cheese & Soup

Shrimp Po’ Boy Sandwich w/ Fries & ColeslawShrimp Po’ Boy Sandwich w/ Fries & Coleslaw

Sat., Oct. 30
Fri.,  Oct. 29
Thurs., Oct. 28

Pork CarnitasPork Carnitas

MEAT RAFFLE
5pm on Friday
DJ 9pm - 1am 
on Fri & Sat

Happy Hour
Every Day 

from 4-6pm

French Dip w/ Fries & Pasta SaladFrench Dip w/ Fries & Pasta Salad 637118 11L 1a

Carey’s Communications
160 Evergreen Square SW • Pine City, MN 55063

320-629-6808

Carey’s Ben Franklin
24461 St. Rd. 35/70 • Siren, WI 54872

715-349-5057
&

WWW.CAREYSCOMMUNICATIONS.COM 
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The Pioneer will
Attempt to publish the news as fairly and 

impartially as possible. Editorial comments 
will be restricted to this page, or when po-
sitioned elsewhere, be clearly identified. All 
sides of controversial issues will be published 
within the capabilities of the newspaper. 

Letters to the Editor will be 500 words or 
less, and are subject to editing for accuracy, 
clarity, libel and civility, and must contain the 
undersigned’s full name and their address. 
Letter writers should live, work or have an-
other connection to The Pine City Pioneer’s 
coverage area. Due to space limitations, 
letters that don’t address local issues are not 

guaranteed publication. 
Staff� reserves the right to refrain from 

printing a letter. Anonymous letters will not 
be printed. 

Letters may be emailed to:  
editor@pinecitymn.com no later than 5 p.m. 
Monday the week of publication. 

The Pioneer welcomes readers’ sugges-
tions for news stories as well as their com-
ments on stories that have been printed. 

News releases should be typed and in-
clude appropriate contact information. They 
will be printed as space permits in the first 
issue possible. There are no guarantees that 
news releases will run.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The School Board continues 
to deepen the focus of our work 
in our District.  As part of the 
District 578 strategic direction, 

the Board has 
created “Board 
Standards” that 
help to refocus  
the expectations 
and perfor-
mance of all who 
serve our stu-
dents.  I would 
like to take this 
opportunity to 
share some in-
formation about 
our Nutritional 
Services Depart-
ment with you. 
We are proud of 
the service our 

staff provides. Some fun facts:.
• Our food service program is 

primarily funded by the federal 
government.  

• Our staff serves approximate-
ly 1,100 students per day.

• Approximately 27,000 apples 
are consumed for lunch each 
school year! 

• Staff packaged nearly 19,000 
distance learning meals to stu-
dents last 2020-2021 school year.

• The Department instituted a 
catering program with afford-
able, nutritious and delicious op-
portunities for our teams, groups 
and individuals to have food that 
is “COVID safe” at their events.

• The Department provides 
students with “taste test” oppor-
tunities and input.

October hosted “National 

School Lunch Week.”  Carrie 
Staples, our Nutritional Services 
Director and her staff do remark-
able things for our students each 
day. We are grateful to each of 
them for their contributions to 
PCPS. 

In addition, we are proud of our 
students and their teachers.  The 
students that we teach today are 
very different from the students 
I taught when I began in this pro-
fession 37 years ago. Technology, 
changing societal values, COVID 
and many factors have turned 
our learners from people who 
took in and processed  informa-
tion to learners who have infor-
mation at their fingertips and 
whose learning is about problem 
solving, creating new options, 
and applying what they know to 
various situations. Our teachers 
have had to adjust their teaching 
methods and pivot from deliver-
ing information TO our students, 
to becoming teachers who learn 
WITH our students. It is not 
about what we teach anymore, 
rather about “who” and ‘how”.  It 
is a remarkable transformation 
and it is something that we con-
tinue to seek to understand and 
develop as educators. I will share 
various examples with you in the 
weeks ahead.

Mr. Schlichting, the Pine City 
Industrial Technology teacher, 
helped inspire his students’ 
learning when he took a group of 
30 students on a manufacturing 
tour this past month. PTCC host-
ed the event and gave students a 
tour of their campus along with 

a rundown of the programs and 
opportunities they offer. They 
also toured Atscott Manufac-
turing and MinPack in Pine 
City to explore careers in man-
ufacturing and learn about the 
great things created right here 
in Pine City.  It is great to have 
teachers who expand the walls 
of their classrooms to broaden 
the experiences of our students. 
It is equally gratifying to have 
our local educational partners 
and businesses partner with us 
to share the many opportunities 
and options for careers that are 
available right here in Pine City.

Our PCHS students are learn-
ing about manufacturing on 
their tour of Pine City.

Thanks to all for the positive 
feedback regarding sharing 
PCPS news with you in this col-
umn.  I appreciate hearing what 
you want to learn more about our 
schools and the incredible things 
that occur here every day.  I ask 
and encourage you to share any 
thoughts  regarding anything 
you would like to learn more 
about with me at pfoley@isd578.
org.

CONGRATULATIONS to the 
Pine City High School Tennis 
Team for earning their place in 
the Minnesota State High School 
League’s State Girls Tennis 
Tournament. We are proud of 
each girl, coach and family that 
supports these young ladies. 
They are truly a class act.

Thanks to all for your support. 
It is a great day to be a Dragon!

Twelve years ago I was hired for the best job I’ve 
ever had. 

I was nervous. I was excited. I was 
determined to do the best I could 
with the trust I had been given and 
the opportunity to make a difference 
in this community, my home. 

Right now, I feel that way again. 
On Oct. 15, I was offered the po-

sition of Community Development 
Director for the City of Pine City. I 
accepted. It’s an opportunity to use 
my skills, learn new ones, and to 
continue to serve this city I love. Last 
Thursday the city council approved 
my hire. My last day at the Pioneer 
will be Friday, Nov. 12.

I’m happy – thrilled, actually –  to 
say that we have already hired the next Pioneer 
editor. She’s a local resident who cares deeply about 
this community, and a skilled writer with years of 
newspaper editorial experience. Traci LeBrun will 
be starting on Nov. 19, and she’ll make this job and 
this newspaper her own. 

It has been an honor and a privilege to work here, 
and to share with you the stories of our town and its 
people. There’s something magical about working 
for a small town’s newspaper, and there have been 
a lot of days when I was pretty sure I had the best 
job in the world. I’m feeling a lot of gratitude right 
now, so I hope you won’t mind if I spend a lot of time 
thanking people over the next couple of weeks.

And let me start with you, our readers. Thank you.
But, looking ahead, I can’t wait to start working 

for the people of Pine City in this next phase. Pine 
City is a remarkable place, and when I describe to 
folks I know in the Twin Cities all of the things that 
volunteers and public-spirited citizens are making 
happen in our small town, it blows them away: free 
summer sports programs for kids, three different 
arts organizations, two-year scholarships for every 
Pine City senior to Pine Tech. The story of our town 
is one that people beyond Pine City need to hear, and 
I’m excited that I’m going to have the chance to tell 
it.  

MIKE GAINOR is the editor of the Pine City Pioneer. Contact him at editor@
pinecitymn.com or 320-322-5241.

Legendary lost train of ... Hay Creek?
To the Editor: 

Thank you for putting the Devils Lake train story 
to bed. It’s a little sad to see a good legend proven 
false. But before we put the stories of Pine County’s 
lost trains to rest, let’s not forget the story of the Hay 
Creek steam engine, sitting at the bottom of this 
little river in Clover Township east of Hinckley.

Apparently this log hauler was too small to pay 
the expenses to ship it to Duluth for scrap, so it was 
abandoned along Fleming Road, where it lies to this 
day, hidden from view for a hundred years. Or not. 

Matt Maida
Pine City

Vaccinations should be required
To the Editor: 

To prevent further spread of the coronavirus, we 
should require everyone to get fully vaccinated (in-
cluding a possible third dose) – unless exempted by a 
sincerely held religious belief or medical condition. 
We should write to our legislators and executives at 
all levels of government.

Alvin Blake
Pine City

Looking ahead

Editor’s
Soapbox

Mike

Gainor

Paula
Foley

Pine City Schools

Superintendent

Schools offer services to be proud of
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Sell heads to individual state 
tournament for Dragons

STAFF REPORT
SPORTS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

The Pine City High School girls 
tennis team continued to play hard 
this past week. The team as a whole 
practiced for their trip to the state 
tournament on Oct. 26 while members 
of the team competed in the individual 
section tournament. 

Ella Sell and Brooke Boland repre-
sented the Dragons in singles and Addi-
son Sell/Allison Unverzagt and Claire 
Emmons/Malia Mikyska represented 
the team in doubles for the individual 
section tournament.

Coach Kristin Unverzagt said the 
girls battled hard and represented our 

team proudly. Ella Sell earned a section 
place fi nish and a trip to the state 
tournament, while the team of Addison 
Sell/Allison Unverzagt took home a 
third place medal.

“I am so proud of their efforts as they 
shifted gears to new positions in this 
tournament,” Unverzagt said. “The 
girls had intensity, worked hard, and 
were fun to watch.”

The team had a few days of practice 
before the Dragons headed to Minneap-
olis for the state tournament, taking on 
Litchfi eld in the fi rst round on Tuesday, 
Oct. 26. Ella Sell will compete in the 
individual tournament on Thursday, 
Oct. 28.

PHOTO  PROVIDED 

The Dragon doubles team of Addison Sell and Allison Unverzagt took home a third place 
medal in the section tournament.

STAFF REPORT
SPORTS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

The Pine City High School varsity 
football team took on Mora in an Oct. 
20, and came away from the back-and-
forth contest with a 22-12 victory. 

The scoring started in the fi rst quar-
ter as Jacob Lindahl got into the Mora 
end zone with a three-yard run. 

Mora managed to even it up in the 
second quarter, after a 38 yard run 
from the Mustangs notched them six 
points on the scoreboard, leaving the 
score at halftime all tied up at 6-6.

The Dragons had a scare in the 
third quarter after the Mustangs 
broke open a 65 yard run to earn an-
other six points. The failed two-point 
conversion left the score at 12-6. 

However, the Pine City squad 
showed resilience, and Jacob Lindahl 
once again ended up in the end zone, 
this time on an impressive 23-yard 
run. Jimmy Lindblom managed to 
punch in the two-point conversion, 
and the Dragons took the lead.

Heads-up defense led to a score 
in the fourth quarter. Brody Clark 
picked up a Mustang fumble and lit 
out for a 30-yard run and another six 
Dragon points. Kameron Jusczak 
passed it to Lindblom to make the two 
point conversion, and a 22-12 win. 

The win put the Pine City squad at 
4-4 for the season, while the Mustangs 
dropped to 1-5 as both teams headed 
into the playoffs.

Dragons pull away from Mora 22-12 

FREE
Senior Citizen

Appreciation Breakfast
& Matinee

Thursday, November 11, 2021

• 8:30 AM -  Breakfast • 9:00 AM - Doors open for seating
• 9:15 AM - Show

Light breakfast (bread, juice & coff ee) & performance. TICKETS can be picked up at 
Pine City Elementary School (Community Ed. door #5), Pine City High School, or Pine 

City Chamber of Commerce until November 5. 
If you have questions, call 320-629-4030.

ADDITIONAL SHOW TIMES:
November 12 & 13 at 7 PM • November 14 at 2 PM

Pine City School - H.S. Auditorium

Adults $10
Kids $5

t

Cinderella

MASKS REQUIRED 

 Currie
 Pangerl &
 Associates, Ltd.
 Certified Public Accountants
 Audits & Reviews
 Planning & Taxation for: Estates, Trusts,
 Corporates, Partnerships and Individuals
 320-629-2090
 1015 Hillside Ave SW, Pine City.

(320) 384-7901

SCHMIDT CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

All types of Residential 
& Commercial Buildings

GERALD SCHMIDT 102 SECOND ST. NE 
Owner HINCKLEY, MN 55037

“Advanced, affordable eye care delivered
in the manner all patients deserve.”

Pine Eye Associates
320-629-7262  • 866-629-7262

110 Evergreen Square, Pine City • www.pineeye.com

Dr. IversonDr. Garofalo

Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8am-5pm, Fri. 8am-4pm 

Improving the oral health and overall wellbeing 

of our community and it’s members through 

education and meaningful contribution.

Oak Park
Dental

Dr. Dylan Ascheman DDS
505 Johnson Ave SE    Pine City, MN 
Phone 320.629.2282 Fax 320.629.3357

320-629-2282
505 Johnson Ave SE    Pine City, MN •

Dr. Dylan Ascheman DDS
Dr. Carrie Carlson DDS

www.oakparkdentalclinic.com

www.cambridgeorthomn.com

320-629-9944 • 763-689-3134

  Matthew M. Sievers, D.D.D., M.S.

705 4th AVE SW, Pine City  • 140 Birch St.N, #106, Cambridge

Invisalign & Braces - Free Initial Exam
Cambridge and Pine City

Althoff & Nordquist, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

www.althoffandnordquist.com
Carl D. Nordquist Jr., CPA

Robert R. Althoff, CPA

Let us do the work for you!

124 East Forest
Mora, Minnesota

Telephone: 320-679-4846

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Write-Up, Personal, 
Partnership and Corporate Taxes

1300 Northridge Dr., NW Unit #1
Pine City, Minnesota
Telephone: 320-629-6185

CALL-A-SPECIALIST

– Specializing in –
• Asphalt Paving & Maintenance 

• Landscaping

FREE ESTIMATE
www.premieroutdoorservicesmn.com

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SPOT, CONTACT:

Tami Riedeman
Sales Representative

Pine City Pioneer
Offi  ce: (320)629-6771 
Cell: (320) 322-1551                                                                

sales@pinecitymn.com

DUE TO THE 
THANKSGIVING 
HOLIDAY, THE 
DEADLINE FOR 
OUR PAPERS 

WILL BE...
KANABEC COUNTY TIMES

and 
PINE CITY PIONEER
November 25 issue

All Ads and News...
Noon, Wed., November 17

ADVERTISER
November 28 issue

Classifi eds and Display Ads
Noon, Monday, November 22

Our of  ce will be closed Thurs., 
Nov. 25 and Fri., Nov. 26

P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T Y
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Nicoll’s Cafe
DAILY BREAKFAST

& DINNER SPECIALS
320-629-6833

255 Main St. S, Pine City

Cabin Coffees

Mon. - Sat. 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
620 - 8th Ave SW, Pine City 

320-629-5982

Gourmet Coffee & Specialty Espresso Drinks

Breakfast – Lunch – Treats

1105 Hillside Ave SW, Pine City, MN 55063

Pine City 
Family Dental

Dr. Uyen Pham
320.629.2789

Docks & Lifts, Energy, Fabrication
Pine City, MN • 320-629-6737

www.dakacorp.com

SAUSER’S 
HARDWARE

Full Line Hardware
Unusual Gifts

Pine City • 629-3437

Call Karen or Rita for an Appointment
18582 Alabaster Rd. • Pine City, MN 55063

(320) 629-6640

Eats • Treats • SmilesEats T t S iles

820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063

320-629-3955

BERCHIN’S 
A&W

PROTECTING WHAT’S IMPORTANT!

1300 Northridge Dr. N.W., Pine City
(320) 629-2515

www.pineagency.us

We are here for you!

HOFFMANN

HARDWARE
1320 Northridge Drive NW, Pine City1320 Northridge Drive NW, Pine City

320-629-6363320-629-6363

1025 Main St. N. • Pine City, MN 55063
www.stansequip.com

320-629-6193

SPONSORED BY THESE BUSINESSES

On Hwy 65 
in Isanti

"For all your John 
Deere needs."

763-444-8873
www.mnequipmentsolutions.comwww.MinnesotaEquipment.com

halloween happeningshalloween happenings

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HALLOWEEN!HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

BRAHAM
TRUNK OR TREAT HOSTED BY 
FRANDSEN BANK
Oct. 31, 5 - 7 p.m. 
Braham High School parking lot. 

PINE CITY
PEACEFUL PINES FARM & 
PUMPKIN PATCH
Thursdays - Saturdays 11a.m. - 6 p.m., Sun-
days 11a.m. - 4 p.m. Pick your own pumpkins, 
free admission, free parking, free kids activities; 
corn pit, kid size corn maze, bounce house. 13650 
Government Road, Pine City. 
peacefulpinesfarm.com

FARMERS MARKET; PINE CITY 
FAIRGROUNDS 
open until Oct. 30, Fridays and 
Saturdays 11a.m. - 1p.m.

PINE DRAGONS PTO 
HALLOWEEN PARTY
Oct. 29, 6 p.m., 
Pine City Elementary School auditorium.

RINGLERS HOUSE ON HAUNTED HILL AND 
HAUNTED TRAIL SCARY CHILDREN OF 
HAUNTED HILL, NOT TOO SCARY 
Fridays and Saturdays in October, 
7 - 10 p.m.
3064 Hwy 23, Brook Park (small fee), 
Trick or Treating Oct. 30, 2 - 5 p.m.

FLOPPY CRAPPIE LAKESIDE PUB 
HALLOWEEN BOOYA, 
Oct. 30 
10762 Lakeview Shore Drive, 
Pine City. Bring your own container.

LAKE APPEIL TRUNK OR TREAT
Oct. 30, 1-3 p.m.
costume contest, treats. Adult party 9p.m. cos-
tume judging 11:30p.m.

PINE CITY EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH, 
Oct. 31, 3 - 4p.m. 
Drive Through Trunk or Treat 
625 Golf Ave., Pine City, pcefc.com

www.RobSanvik.com
Robert Sanvik - Agent
651-237-0977

Jim Laven
Agency Sales Manager

(320) 629-2927

20212021

Everyone loves a good scare on Halloween, but not 
when it comes to child safety. There are several easy 
and eff ective behaviors that parents can share with 
kids to help reduce their risk of injury. On average, 
children are more than twice as likely to be hit by a 
car on Halloween than on any other day of the year.

Walk Safely:
• Cross the street at corners and use crosswalks if 
available.

• Look left, right and left again when crossing streets 
and keep looking as you cross. 

• Put electronic devices down and keep heads up and 
walk, don’t run, across the street.

• Always walk on sidewalks or paths. If there are 
no sidewalks, walk facing traffi  c as far to the left as 

possible.  

• Watch for cars that are turning or backing up. Teach 
children to never dart out into the street or cross 
between parked cars.

• Decorate costumes and bags with refl ective tape or 
stickers and, if possible, choose light colors.

• Choose face paint and makeup whenever possible 
instead of masks, which can obstruct a child’s vision.

• Have kids carry glow sticks or fl ashlights to help 
them see and be seen by drivers. 

• When selecting a costume, make sure it is the right 
size to prevent trips and falls. 

Drive Extra Safely on Halloween:
• Slow down and be especially alert in residential 
neighborhoods. Children are excited on Halloween 

and may move in unpredictable ways.

• Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on 
medians and on curbs.

• Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and 
carefully.

• Eliminate any distractions inside your car so you can 
concentrate on the road and your surroundings.

• Drive slowly, anticipate heavy pedestrian traffi  c and 
turn your headlights on earlier in the day to spot 
children from greater distances.

Halloween Safety Tips
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Poetry/Prose 
Readings

 We plan to be outside unless the weather 
doesn’t cooperate. Music to follow the 

readings by Nathan Frazer and the crew.

“SandRocks Pub” 
in Sandstone, MN

Oct. 31st, 2021
at 2:00 PM.

Bring a reading to share or come and be inspired.

Volleyball Dragons 
fi red up vs. Raiders

STAFF REPORT
SPORTS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

The Dragon volleyball team hosted the Mille 
Lacs Raiders – a co-op team which includes 
Onamia and Isle – on Tuesday, Oct. 19. 

Coach Tami Nelson said the Dragons played well 
all night, defeating the Raiders 3-0 ( 25-8, 25-15, 
25-9). 

Leading the team in serving were Kloey Lind 
(#3) with fi ve ace serves, Sage Staber (#11) with 
three ace serves and Karly Jusczak (#18) who was 
100% from the serving line – no missed serves for 
the night. 

The team was led offensively by Lind with 12 
kills, Jusczak with seven kills, Emma Hermanson 
(#10) with six kills,  Staber with fi ve kills and Aris-
sa Rydberg (#5) with 25 set assists and three kills. 

Leading the team defensively were Lind with two
blocks and six digs, Rydberg with 10 digs and one 
block, Hermanson with two blocks, Staber with 
four digs and one block, and Abby Aagaard (#2) 
with 10 digs. 

This week playoffs begin, with the Pine City 
team hosting the Mora Mustangs on Wednesday, 
Oct. 27.

FOUR SEASONS PHOTOGRAPHY   

PHOTOS  PROVIDED 

Young hunters 
take down 
mighty big 

bucks
Last weekend’s youth hunting 
opener was awfully kind to 
these local hunters, who took 
their best shot and brought 
home a trio of prizes.

(left) McCoy McConnell shot a 
14-point buck on Friday on his 
fi rst time deer hunting with his 
uncle. 

(bottom left) Caden Wiener, 
took down this 12 point, 214 
pound buck.

(bottom right) Owen H 
Anderson got a eight-pointer 
weighing in at 150 pounds on 
Saturday.

Cash Bingo
Saturday, Oct. 30 • 2:30 PM
Pine City American Legion

Sponsored by American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 51

All proceeds are used 
to support veterans 

programs

$1 PER BINGO CARD 
FOR A 4 GAME SET

75% payout for cover all game

Cash door prizes 
Prize raf  e

Denco II LLC, a biofuel production facility in Morris, Minn., 
is seeking applications for a 

1st Class B Boiler operator 
Full-time, 12-hour swing shift position

Position is responsible for monitoring the boiler operation and dryer 
equipment for maximum production, quantity and quality.

We Offer: Heath Insurance, 401k Match, Fuel Rebates, and Competitive Wages

To apply email
INFO@DencoLLC.com or 

call 320-585-7904
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Fresh strawberries still growing in October 1921
BY MIKE GAINOR

EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

10 Years Ago, 2011
IMAGE Art Show 

winners included Kristin 
Webster’s “Lemon Zest,” 
Dean Baker’s “The West-
ern Wind,” Barb Dreyer’s 
“Triptych” and Amber 
Shuey’s “Inspire: A 
Charcoal Self-Portrait.” 
Peg Skalicky’s “Life’s a 
Birch” won the People’s 
Choice Award and Jessie 
Decorsey won Best in 
Show for her piece “The 
Passion.”

Some hunters have 
good days. Some have 
great days. But it’s safe to 
say, not many have a day 
like Luke Hegge had on 
Oct. 20. While out bow-
hunting with his friend 
Dan Moon, Hegge shot 
two ten-point bucks.

Pine City School Board 
candidates Wally Conna-
ker, Tim Geisler, Wendy 
Leibel, Bonnie Menigo 
and Roger Rutgers will 
compete for four seats 
in the upcoming Nov. 8 
election.

Pine City Area Cham-
ber of Commerce Presi-
dent Sara Helseth spoke 
on the importance of 
pursuing one’s passion 
at the Chamber’s annual 
meeting at the North 

West Company Fur Post. 

25 Years Ago, 1996
He parachutes into 

the Alaskan wilderness 
to fi ght fi res. He has 
climbed to the summit 
of Mount McKinley. A 
passion for outdoor life 
courses through the 
veins of Rush City native 
Bruce L. Nelson. He has 
put his love for hunting 
into words, publishing a 
book called “Hunting Big 
Whitetails” which has 
received good reviews 
from major hunting mag-
azines.

Dragon tennis players 
Molly Sloan and Ali 
Mach made it to the state 
doubles competition. The 
girls have a combined 
record of 57 wins and 
13 losses in their high 
school careers.

Mary A. Andersen 
of Pine City has been 
named a Melvin Jones 
Fellow by Lions Interna-
tional.

New Pine County Pa-
role Offi cer Terryl Arola 
was hired in January to 
help reduce its high pro-
bation caseloads. “I try, 
as much as possible, to be 
an optimist,” Arola said, 
and “can’t believe ... that 
people can’t change.” 

50 Years Ago, 1971
Ed DeRocker, Hinck-

ley, caught a 17 and one 
half pound Northern a 
week ago Saturday while 
fi shing on Pokegama 
Lake. The fi sh measured 
39 inches long.

75 Years Ago, 1946
On Monday, Oct. 14, the 

Church of Immaculate 
Conception was the scene 
of a pretty wedding, 
when Sylvia Pangerl was 
united in marriage to 
Clarence Pierce.

Pine City’s Dragons 
racked up their fourth 
straight championship 
by defeating a rugged 
Barnum club 27-18. The 
Dragons have won three 
titles outright and shared 
the championship with 
Barnum in 1943. 

100 Years Ago, 

1921
H.S. Atwood of Bru-

no drove to Sandstone 
Monday night to have 
a bullet extracted from 
his shoulder. During an 
altercation with his son 
he received the bullet 
from a 32 cal. revolver in 
his right shoulder. It was 

not a serious wound, but 
it might have been if it 
had hit a little lower. The 
young man has left for 
parts unknown after re-
ceiving a much-deserved 
trouncing from is father. 

We have had the late 
apple blossoms and the 
peanut bushes and we 

thought this was doing 
pretty good, but Frank 
Stuck came along yester-
day with some nice ripe, 
juicy strawberries that 
he had just picked in his 
garden. 

125 Years Ago, 

1896
Capt. Seavey received 

a carload of nice apples 
as ever came to town on 
Monday, which he dis-
posed of to our citizens at 
very reasonable rates.

PHOTO   PROVIDED

Street barricaded during 
1905 Halloween 

Kids have always been kids, and the young folks pulled quite a few Halloween pranks in 
the early days of Pine City. This barricade was found on Main Street the morning after 
Halloween night (photo faces northeast). How the tricksters accumulated so much stuff  is 
anybody’s guess.
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Proud to sponsor and salute our local churches 

To be included in the Worship Guide or to make changes to your listing please contact Lori at (320) 629-6771 or email class@northstarmedia.net

Church of Christ
815 7th St. SW, Pine City
10 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship Service
4 p.m.  Evening Service 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. Bible Study.
Contact: Greg Douvier
320-336-8978

Dale Evangelical Free Church
45268 Brunswick Rd, Harris, MN 
763-689-5817 
Pastor/Teacher Dr. Harvey Martin 
Sunday School, all ages 9:00 am
Sunday Service 10:25 am 
www.daleefc.com
Awana, Wed. 6:30-8:00pm
Youth, Wed. 6:30-8:00pm

First Presbyterian Church
405 Main St. S., Pine City
320-629-3592
Pastor Rob Spahr
www.firstprespinecity.org
Sunday Worship Celebration 
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School, Preschool-Gr 6 
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Group 6:15 PM

Grace Baptist Church
1 mile Southwest of Pine City 
on Fairway Road (next to I-35) 
320-629-1374 
Pastor Tim W. Stratton 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
for all ages. 11:00 a.m. Preaching 
Service, 6:00 p.m. Evening Service. 
7:00 p.m. Wed. Bible study
6 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Master Clubs for 
children ages 4 to 6th grade.

Hands for Pine City
Hands for Pine City
Outreach Church
Library Community Room
300 5th St. SE
Pine City, MN
Wednesday Nights from 6-7 PM
Outside weather permitting
320-496-3009
Hands4PC@gmail.com
Facebook fan page:
Hands for Pine City
Existing to be the hands of Jesus
to Pine City

Henriette Community Church
(Free Methodist)
One mile North of Henriette on 
HWY 107 • 320-679-4875
Pastor Jack Droste
Sunday School,  9:15 am.;
Sunday morning Worship,
10:15 a.m.

Hinckley Seventh Day 
Adventist
550 1st St. NE, Hinckley
320-384-6167
Pastor: Carlos Rodriguez
Services, Saturday, 11 a.m.
Fellowship lunch 1st and 3rd 
Saturday following services.

Hope Lutheran Church Grasston
Dean Oelfke, Pastor
320-396-3925
hopelutherangrasston.org
Sunday Worship Service 11am
Holy Communion first and third 
Sundays and festival days.

Hustletown Community Church 
(HCC)
Hustletown Non-Denominational
17945 Blue Jay Ln
Pastor Bruce Thompson
651-983-8130
Mail: 1010 3rd Ave SW
Pine City
Sunday School 10:15 am
Worship Service 11:00 am

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church
535 8th St. SW, Pine City 
320-629-2935
Monsignor Alek Suchan
www.icchurchpinecitymn.org
office@icchurcpinecitymn.org
Mass: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 
am, Confession: Saturday
4-4:30p.m., Sunday 9:15-9:45a.m.

Journey North Church
Current location: 
840 Main St S, behind A&W.
Pastor Tim Adams
320-629-6111
Sunday Services: 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery, toddlers and KidVenture 
programs during both services.
www.JourneyNorthChurch.com

Living Water Fellowship
915 W. 8th St. Rush City, MN
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Call 320-358-3818 for weekly Bible 
studies and youth activities.

Open Arms Church of God
406 Pine St., Grasston, MN
320-396-3373
Pastor Gene Sherrod
Spirit Filled Worship
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Children’s ministry

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
825 Golf Ave SW Pine City
320-629-2985
9 a.m Sunday Worship Service
In-person (50% capacity)
Live Online (www.orlcpc.com)
Live on the Radio (AM1350 WCMP 
Radio)
Children of Joy Preschool
School Year: AM & PM sessions: 
Mon-Fri
NEW! Summer sessions available: 
Mon-Thurs

Pine City Evangelical Free 
Church
625 Golf Ave SW
Pastor Joel Preston
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. 
Nursery (infant-3yrs) 
Wednesdays: AWANA (Sept-Apr) 6 
p.m.; Joe Gatzke, Student Pastor 
(Youth Group), 
Jr & Sr High 6:00 p.m.
Phone: 320-629-2584
Email: pinecityefree@gmail.com

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
320-629-2935
19390 Ave, Beroun, MN
Monsignor Alek Suchan
Sunday Mass 8:00 a.m.

South Pine Baptist Church
Meeting at Pine City Library 
Community Room
300 5th St SE, Pine City, MN
Pastor Dennis Eng
320-336-9292
southpinebaptist@gmail.com
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Midweek Bible Study at 6:30p.m.
(Call for location)
www.southpinebaptist.org

Zion Lutheran Church
410 Main St. S, Pine City
Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Growing in Grace Preschool
Mon-Wed- Fri a.m.
Pastor Glen Kleppe
320-629-3683

guideguide

(320) 384-7373 • 710 Spring Lane, Hinckley
www.ElderwoodofHinckley.com

Where You 
Get the Most 
Out of Life

320-629-2561
MEMBER

Serving the Pine City Area Since 1896

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPOT,
CONTACT:

Lori Schmolke
Employment and Classifi ed Specialist

Askov American: 320-838-3151
Courier Offi  ce Main: 320-245-2368
Email: Class@northstarmedia.net

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPOT,
CONTACT:

Lori Schmolke
Employment and Classifi ed Specialist

Askov American: 320-838-3151
Courier Offi  ce Main: 320-245-2368
Email: Class@northstarmedia.net
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OBITUARIES

PINE COUNTY SHERIFF’S BLOTTER

WEATHER

THANK YOU

WEDDING

Eternal rest 
grant unto 

them O 
Lord, and let 

perpetual light 
shine upon 

them. 
May they rest in 

peace.

Date           High Low Precip./Snow
10/18 73 35 0
10/19 70 47 0
10/20 54 43 1”
10/21 47 31 T
10/22 45 25 0
10/23 49 26 0
10/24 48 28 0  

October 18  - October 24
Theft, burglary, 
vandalism
October 18, 12:28 p.m., report of 

theft, 580th Street, Pine City
October 18, 9:45 p.m., report of 

burglary, Fairway Road SW, 
Pine City

October 20, 12:41 p.m., report 
of shoplifting, Evergreen 
Square SW, Pine City

October 23, 1:11 p.m., report of 
burglary, Steven Lane, Pine 
City

Miscellaneous
October 18, 11:12 a.m., report of 

personal injury accident, St. 
Croix Road, Pine City

October 18, 12:54 p.m., report of 
search warrant, Northridge 
Drive NW, Pine City

October 18, 4:43 p.m., report of 
disturbance, Black Spruce 
Road, Pine City

October 19, 4:01 p.m., report of 
search warrant, State High-
way 70, Pine City

October 20, 9:26 p.m., report of 
damage to property, Main 
Street S, Pine City

October 20, 6:53 p.m., report of 
damage to vehicle, 5th Ave-
nue SE, Pine City

October 21, 9:54 p.m., report 
of dead body, 560th Street, 
Pine City

October 22, 9:07 a.m., report of 
crim sex conduct, Northridge 
Drive NW, Pine City

October 22, 9:23 a.m., report of 
crim sex conduct, Northridge 
Drive NW, Pine City

October 22, 4:38 p.m., report of 
attempt pickup, State High-
way 70, Pine City

October 22, 5:08 p.m., report of 
child protection/neglect, 

9th Street SW, Pine City
October 22, 6:46 p.m., report 

of attempt pickup, Freedom 
Road SE, Pine City

October 23, 7:30 p.m., report 
of personal injury accident, 
Henriette Road, Pine City

Jail Roster
October 18
Draves, Aubrey Lynn
    Hold For Other Agency-Con-

fi ned But Not Convict-
ed-Probable Cause-Confi ned 
But Not Convicted-Drugs-2nd 
Degree-Sale-10 Grams or 
More-A Narcotic Other Than 
Heroin Within 90 Day Period

Gartell, Jason Lee
    Pine County Warrant: Ar-

rest-Felony Warrant Issued by 
Pine-Drugs-1st Degree-Manu-
facture Methamphetamine

Lyman, Corduroy Lee
    Probable Cause-Confi ned 

But Not Convicted-Drugs-2nd 
Degree-Sale Sch 1 or 2 Person 
Under 18 Yrs, Conspire/
Employ Person Under 18 
Yrs-Arrest of Adult

Matuseski, Kelsey Raye
    Hold For Other Agency: Ar-

rest-Misdemeanor Warrant
Naastad Cangi, Vance 

Edward
    Probable Cause: Domestic 

Abuse No Contact Order-Vi-
olate No Contact Order-Mis-
demeanor-Machine Guns 
and Short-Barreled Shot 
Guns-Acts Prohibited-Own/
Possess/Operate

October 19
Anderson, Justin

Pine County Warrant-Con-
fi ned But Not Convicted-Bur-
glary-2nd Deg-Building-Pos-
sess Tool-Arrest of Adult

Belgarde, Arnold Jon
    Pine County Warrant: 

Bench-Misdemeanor War-
rant-Contempt of Court-Fail 
to Pay Ordered Child Support

Cornwell, Destiny
    Pine County Warrant-Con-

fi ned But Not Convict-
ed-Drugs-3rd Degree-Possess 
10 Grams or More a Narcotic 
Drug Other Than Heroin-Ar-
rest of Adult

Fisher, Jamie Lynn
    Pine County Warrant: Failure 

to Appear Warrant Issued 
by Pine-Check Forgery-Of-
fer/Possess With Intent to 
Defraud

Prozinski, Keven Joseph
    Probable Cause: Burglary-4th 

Deg-To Commit Misdemeanor
Rolph, Allyson Vee
    Probable Cause: DWI-

Fourth-Degree Driving While 
Impaired; Described

October 20
Litz, Michael Dean
    Pine County Warrant: Proba-

tion Violation-MS Warrant 
Issued By Pine-Disorderly 
Conduct

Mesker, Donovan David
Pine County Warrant: 
Arrest-Gross Misdemean-
or-Counterfeiting of Curren-
cy-Uttering or Possessing

Sjolie, Zeronica Dayle
    Pine County Warrant-Con-

fi ned But Not Convict-
ed-Drugs-5th Degree-Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4-Not Small 
Amount Marijuana

Waagen, Blaze Raff erty
    Probable Cause: Burglary-2nd 

Degree-Dwelling
October 21
Carr, Nicole Marie
    Probable Cause-Domestic 

Assault-Misdemeanor-In-
tentionally Infl icts/Attempts 
to Infl ict Bodily Harm on 
Another

Degroat, Floyd Dale
    Pine County Warrant-Con-

fi ned But Not Convicted-Give 
Peace Offi  cer False Name/
Birthdate/ID Card-Theft-
Take/Use/Transfer Movable 
Prop-No Consent-Arrest of 
Adult

Nickaboine, Randall Wayne 
Jr.

    Hold For Other Agency: Bench 
Felony Warrant

Wyatt, Arica Lynn
    Hold For Other Agency: 

Bench-Misdemeanor Warrant
October 22
McBride, Stephen
    Convicted-Domestic 

Assault-GM-Subsequent 
Violation-Arrest of Adult

Mooney, Michael Shane
    Pine County Warrant-Con-

fi ned But Not Convict-
ed-Theft-Take/Use/
Transfer Movable Prop-No 
Consent-Obstruct Legal Pro-
cess-Interfere With Peace Of-
fi cer-Assault-5th Deg-Infl ict 
or Attempt Bodily Harm-Hold 
For Other Agency-Confi ned 
But Not Convicted-As-
sault-5th Degree-Fear of 
Bodily Harm or Death-Theft-
Take/Use/Transfer Movable 
Prop-No Consent-Arrest of 
Adult

Sterry, Nicholas Wesley
    Hold For Other Agency-Con-

fi ned But Not Convict-
ed-Possess Ammo/Any 
Firearm-Conviction or Adjudi-
cated Delinquent for Crime of 
Violence-Arrest of Adult

Theis, Peter Joseph

    Pine County Warrant-Con-
victed-Traffi  c-DWI-Refuse 
to Submit to Chemical Test; 
Breath or Test Refusal or 
Failure-Arrest of Adult

Thomas, Mardell Marie
    Probable Cause-Confi ned 

But Not Convicted-Disorderly 
Conduct-Brawling or Fight-
ing-Assault-2nd Degree-Dan-
gerous Weapon-Arrest of 
Adult

Watkins, Nicole Lee
    Hold For Other Agency-Con-

fi ned But Not Convict-
ed-Traffi  c Regulation-Ve-
hicle Registration/Permit/
Plates Required-Drugs-5th 
Degree-Possess-Check 
Forgery-Falsely Endorse-Traf-
fi c-DWI-Operate Motor Ve-
hicle-Alcohol Concentration 
0.08 Within 2 Hours-Arrest 
of Adult

Weyaus, Travis Wayne
    Hold For Other Agen-

cy-Confi ned But Not 
Convicted-Giving Peace 
Offi  cer False Name-Of 
Another Person-Traffi  c-Driv-
ers License-Driving After 
Cancellation-Pine County 
Warrant-Confi ned But Not 
Convicted-Traffi  c-DL-Driving 
After Cancellation-Inimical to 
Public Safety-Traffi  c Regula-
tion-Driver Must Carry Proof 
of Insurance When Operating 
Vehicle-Arrest of Adult

Willert, Travis Jo Claire
    Probable Cause-Confi ned But 

Not Convicted-Domestic-Do-
mestic Abuse-Violate Order 
for Protection-Arrest of Adult

October 23
Beaudry, Michael

Probable Cause-Confi ned 
But Not Convicted-Traf-

fi c-DWI-Operate Motor 
Vehicle Under Infl uence of 
Alcohol

Miltz, Zachary Ryan
    Probably Cause-Confi ned 

But Not Convicted-Traf-
fi c-DWI-Third-Degree Driving 
While Impaired; Refuse to 
Submit to Chemical Test-Traf-
fi c-DWI-Operate Motor 
Vehicle Under Infl uence of 
Alcohol

Minich, Demitre Leonard
    Probable Cause-Confi ned But 

Not Convicted-Obstruct Legal 
Process-Interfere With Peace 
Offi  cer-Traffi  c-DWI-Refuse 
to Submit to Chemical Test; 
Breath or Test Refusal or Fail-
ure-Fleeing a Peace Offi  cer 
in a Motor Vehicle-Arrest of 
Adult

October 24
Conrad-Duchi, Jason

Probable Cause-Confi ned But 
Not Convicted-Drugs-Possess 
Over 1.4 Grams Marijuana In 
Motor Vehicle-Dangerous 
Weapon-Metal Knuckles/
Switch Blade-Arrest of Adult

Mariette, Nicholas
    Probable Cause-Confi ned 

But Not Convicted-Traf-
fi c-DWI-Third-Degree Driving 
While Impaired; Refuse to 
Submit to Chemical Test-
Traffi  c-DWI-Second-Degree 
Driving While Impaired; 
Refuse to Submit to Chemical 
Test-Arrest of Adult

Woullet, Adam Lloyd
    Probable Cause-Confi ned But 

Not Convicted-Assault-5th 
Deg-Infl ict or Attempt 
Bodily Harm-Disorderly Con-
duct-Brawling or Fighting-Ar-
rest of Adult

PEOPLE

Gene Johnson
Gene Johnson passed away Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2021 at 

Mercy Hospital in Coon Rapids at the age of 67.
Gene Alan Johnson was born June 16, 1954 to Glenn 

and Joyce (Kalsback) Johnson in Mora.
Gene was the youngest 

of six children; he had four 
brothers and one sister. The 
family lived in Hinckley un-
til 1965 when they moved to 
Colorado. In 1968, Gene and 
one brother moved back to 
Hinckley with their father. 

In 1972, Gene graduated 
from Hinckley High School 
as did his future wife Eliz-
abeth “Beth” Jensen.  Gene 
and Beth were married 
Dec. 28, 1985; they were 
truly each other’s world. 

Although they didn’t have children there were many 
four legged ones who were like their children. The 
Boxers were Gene’s babies for sure. They made their 
home in Hinckley and in 2013 moved to Brook Park. 

Gene was a meat cutter for 20 years and a carpenter 
for 21 years. In August of 2020 he retired. He enjoyed 
feeding the birds and checking out the many different 
varieties visiting his home. He continued woodwork-
ing making many handmade items; benches, shelves, 
counter tops and toys just to mention a few things.  

Gene loved his family and friends and always made 
you feel welcome. He looked forward to deer hunting 
season because he not only got to hunt he entertained 
many family and friends. It would become a party 
when family and friends brought their deer to “Buck”, 
using his meat cutter expertise cutting the meat in 
his garage. 

He is already greatly missed. 
Gene is survived by his wife Beth; siblings Darrel 

Johnson, Brenda (David) Vohs, Gregg (Nancy) John-
son, Scott Johnson; many nieces, nephews, many 
other relatives and friends. 

Gene was preceded in death by his parents Glenn 
and Joyce Johnson; brother Lynn Johnson; mother-
in-law Nina Baldwin; nephew Mark Ziegler; sister-in-
law Arlene Jensen.

A celebration of Gene’s life was held Monday, Oct. 
25th from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Swanson Funeral Chapel.

Funeral arrangements for Gene Johnson are en-
trusted to the: Funeral and Cremation Service of Pine 
City, Swanson Chapel 

www.FuneralAndCremationService.com
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Kenneth Howard
Kenneth J. Howard, age 78, passed away unexpect-

edly on Oct. 16, 2021. Preceded in death by his parents 
Arlow and Irene Howard. Survived by his wife Bon-
nie, children Holly (Dean), Bill (Dawn), Lance (Tra-

cy), Karl (Stacy), Kay, Beth 
(Greg), Adam, Paul (Erica). 
Grandchildren Johnathan, 
Brandon, Hunter, Bradlee, 
Jaycob, Dylan, Avery, 
Laura, Linnea, Libby, Jax, 
Anna, Logan. Brothers 
Michael (Sally), Dennis 
(JoLynn). 

Funeral services will be 
held on October 30, 2021 at 
1 p.m. at Grace Lutheran 
Church, 13655 Round Lake 
Blvd., Andover, MN 55034. 
Visitation will be one hour 

prior to service.
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Michael and Susan Pangerl of Brooklyn Park, 
and Thomas and Cynthia Edberg of Stacy are 
pleased to announce the marriage of their chil-
dren, Kadi Pangerl and Daniel Edberg on Sept. 25, 
2021 in Clear Lake, Wisconsin. The couple reside 
in Stacy. 

I would like to thank Gary Klein for this gener-
osity of time and work building a deck so Bud can 
use his scooter at our home.

Sincerely, 
Kathy Doenz

NOW
good news travels fast with....

P I N E  C I T YP I N E  C I T Y

405 2nd Ave. SE
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 58-PR-21-64
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 

HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
DESCENT OF PROPERTY

Estate of 
Estate of
Marian Jean Manson,
Decedent
A Petition for Determination has 
been filed with this Court. The 
Petition represents that the 
Decedent died more than three 
years ago, leaving property in 
Minnesota and requests the 
probate of Decedent’s last Will 
(if any), and the descent of such 
property be determined and 
assigned by this Court to the 
persons entitled to the property.
Any objection to the Petition 
must be filed with the Court,prior 
to or raised at the first hearing. If 
proper, and no objections are filed 
or raised, Petition may be 
granted.
IT IS ORDERED and Notice is 
further given that the Petition will 
be heard on 11/1/21, at 9:15 a.m., 
by this Court via Zoom, Pine City, 
Minnesota.
1. Notice shall be given to all 
interested persons (Minn. Stat. 
§ 524.3-801)  and persons who 
have filed a demand for notice 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-204.
2. Notice shall be given by 
publishing this Notice and Order 
as provided by law and by Mailing 
a copy of this Notice and Order at 
least 14 days prior to the hearing 
date.
Dated: September 24, 2021
/s/ Patrick W. Flanagan
Patrick W. Flanagan
Judge of District Court
Amy Willert
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Robert J. Everhart
Everhart Law
13055 Riverdale Drive NW 
#500-318
Coon Rapids, MN 55448
Attorney License No. 180671
Telephone: (763) 478-7970
Email: robert.everhart.atty@
gmail.com
Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer Oct. 21, 28, 2021

ANNUAL MEETING 
PINE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL 

SOCIETY
The Pine County Agricultural 

Society will hold its annual meeting 
on Wednesday November 10th, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Fair 
Grounds in Pine City. The annual 
report will be presented and an 
election to the board will be held.  
The following members terms are 
up in 2021;  Dave Deutschlander, 
Stephen Hallan, Pete Leibel, Jason 
Skluzacek, Terry Bombard, and 
Brent Thompson.
Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer Oct. 21, 28, 2021

SUMMARY OF MINUTES
OF THE 

PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING

REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021 - 

10:00 A.M.
PINE COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
635 NORTHRIDGE DRIVE NW, 

PINE CITY, MINNESOTA
Chair Hallan called the meeting 

to order at 10:00 a.m.  Present 
were Commissioners Josh Mohr 
and Terry Lovgren.  Also present 
were County Administrator David 
Minke and County Attorney Reese 
Frederickson.  Due to out-of-town 
commitments, Commissioners Matt 
Ludwig and J.J. Waldhalm joined the 
meeting via interactive technology, 
pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
13D.02.  Commissioners were 
seen and heard at the meeting via 
electronic means, at locations open 
and accessible to the public, and 
participated from:

Commissioner Ludwig: 
Staybridge Suites, 2350 Commerce 
Drive NW, Rochester, MN

Commissioner Waldhalm:  904 
Calle Cruz Roja, Barrio Obrerro, 
Arecibo PR

The public was invited to join the 
meeting in person, by phone, by 
Zoom or watch via live stream on 
YouTube. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was 
said.

Chair Hallan called for public 
comment.  There was no public 
comment.

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to adopt the Agenda. Second by 
Commissioner Mohr.  A Roll Call vote 
was called by Chair Hallan.  Motion 
carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Mohr to 
approve the Minutes of the September 
21, 2021 County Board Meeting and 
Summary for publication.  Second 
by Commissioner Lovgren.  A Roll 
Call vote was called by Chair Hallan.  
Motion carried 5-0.

Minutes of Boards, Reports and 
Correspondence

Land Surveyor Monthly Report – 
September 2021

Vernon Valvoda correspondence 
– September 13, 2021

Pine County Zoning Board 
Minutes – August 26, 2021

Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission Order Approving 
Rate Increase and Granting Rule  
Variances dated September 24, 2021

Motion by Commissioner 
Ludwig to acknowledge the 
Minutes of Boards, Reports and 
Correspondence. Second by 
Commissioner Lovgren.   A Roll Call 
vote was called by Chair Hallan.  
Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner 
Lovgren to approve the Consent 
Agenda. Second by Commissioner 
Mohr.  A Roll Call vote was called 
by Chair Hallan.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve the exempt permit from 
the Sturgeon Lake Relief Association 
to conduct Minnesota lawful 
gambling on November 19, 2021 at 
Doc’s Pavilion, 24427 Majestic Pine 
Dr., Sturgeon Lake, MN.

Approve Resolution 2021-66 
extending a septic fix up special 
assessment as follows:  Ronald W. 
Lyon and Catherine E. Lyon, PID 
12.0005.000, $15,300; Richard A. 
Rhoades and Lisia K. Rhoades, PID 
17.0052.000, $16,850.

Approve acceptance of the 
following donations from Grand 
Casino Hinckley to be used to offset 
the expenses of the Sheriff’s Office:  
December 9, 2020 for 1st Quarter 
2021:  $23,000; March 12, 2021 
for 2nd Quarter 2021:  $23,000; 
June 14, 2021 for 3rd Quarter 2021: 
$23,000.

Approve the 2021-2022 
Prosecution Contract with the City 
of Sturgeon Lake for the period of 
October 1, 2021 – September 30, 
2022.  The rate is $100 per case filed 
submitted for review or charging of 
violation of ordinances.  

Approve the following 

agreements:
A. Cooperative Agreement 

between the Minnesota Department 
of Veterans Affairs and the Pine 
County Veterans Service Office.  
Effective upon full execution of the 
Cooperative Agreement through 
June 30, 2025. 

B. 2022 and 2023 Child Support 
Program Interagency Cooperative 
Agreement.

C. Biennial Service Agreement 
and Agreement to Provide MFIP/
DWP Services Between Pine County 
and Central Minnesota Jobs and 
Training Services, Inc. for the period 
January 1, 2022 to December 31, 
2022.

Acknowledge the 17 tracts offered 
for sale consisting of 396 acres at 
an appraised value of $419,200; 
13 tracts sold with bids totaling 
$517,910.

Approve Human Resources 
Manager Jackie Koivisto to attend 
the Minnesota Counties Human 
Resource Management Association 
Fall Conference October 6-8, 2021.  
Total cost:  $656.  

Approve attendance at the AMC 
Annual Conference (December 6-8, 
2021), for any commissioner desiring 
to attend, and County Administrator 
David Minke.  Cost per attendee:  
Registration: $375; Lodging: $125 
plus tax per night.  

Motion by Commissioner Mohr 
to approve Resolution 2021-67 
declaring the month of October 2021 
as Manufacturing Month in Pine 
County. Second by Commissioner 
Lovgren.  A Roll Call vote was called 
by Chair Hallan. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion by Commissioner 
Ludwig to approve the Joint Powers 
Agreement with East Central 
Regional Juvenile Center.  Second 
by Commissioner Mohr.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Chair Hallan. 
Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner 
Lovgren to approve the 
Memorandum of Agreement with the 
City of Sandstone to continue to 
use the property at 145 Robin St., 
Sandstone for the  Central Pine 
Recycling Center through December 
31, 2024.  Second by Commissioner 
Mohr.  A Roll Call vote was called 
by Chair Hallan. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Mohr 
to affirm Commissioner Ludwig’s 
appointment to the Kettle River/
Upper St. Croix One Watershed 
One Plan Policy Committee 
and appointment Commissioner 
Waldhalm as the alternate.  Second 
by Commissioner Lovgren.  A Roll 
Call vote was called by Chair Hallan.  
Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner 
Lovgren to approve the following 
representatives to the ad hoc 
committee to review the Pine County 
Solid Waste Ordinance: 

Seat 1     County Commissioner
Steve Hallan
Seat 2     County Commissioner
Matt Ludwig
Seat 3 County Zoning Board 

member
Dirk Nelson
Seat 4    City Representative
Kathy George/City of Sandstone
Seat 5 Township Representative
Terry O’Rourke / Nickerson 

Township
Seat 6      MPCA Representative
Heidi Kroening
Seat 7   Local Solid Waste 

Industry Representative
Terry Peterson, All Season 

Services
Second by Commissioner Mohr.  

A Roll Call vote was called by Chair 
Hallan.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Mohr 
to authorize the ordering of 2022 
vehicles starting in 2021.  Second 
by Commissioner Ludwig.  A Roll 
Call vote was called by Chair Hallan. 
Motion carried 5-0.

With no further business, Chair 

Hallan adjourned the meeting at 
10:59 a.m. The next regular meeting 
of the county board is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021 at 10:00 
a.m., North Pine Government Center, 
1602 Hwy. 23 No., Sandstone, 
Minnesota.

Stephen M. Hallan, Chair
Board of Commissioners
David J. Minke, Administrator
Clerk to County Board of 

Commissioners
The full text of the board’s 

Minutes are available at the 
County Administrator’s Office 
and the county’s website (www.
co.pine.mn.us).  Copies may 
also be requested from the 
administrator’s office.
Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer Oct. 28, 2021

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

the Pokegama Township Board of 
Supervisors will be changing the 
November Regular Board Meeting 
from Thursday November 11th, 2021 
to Thursday November 18th, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m. This change is due to the 
Veterans Day holiday that falls on 
November 11th, 2021. This meeting 
is open to the public and will still be 
held at the Pokegama Town Hall 
located at 18336 Town Hall Road, 
Pine City, Minnesota.

Christy Belsheim
Administrative Clerk
Pokegama Township

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer Oct. 28, 2021

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

DISTRICT COURT
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Court File Number: 58-CV-21-269
Case Type: Contract/Replevin

Amended Summons 
U.S. Bank National Association, 

as Indenture Trustee For Towd Point 
Mortgage Trustee Asset-Backed 
Securities, Series 2019-MH-1,

Plaintiff, 
v.
Rebecca Smith, Cheryl Fredrick, 

Carrie Gerou, Steven Smith, Unknown 
Heirs of Jeannette Smith,  John Doe 
and Mary Roe,

Defendants.
1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. 

The Plaintiffs have started a 
lawsuit against you. The Plaintiffs’ 
Complaint against you is attached 
to this Summons. Do not throw 
these papers away. They are official 
papers that affect your rights.  You 
must respond to this lawsuit even 
though it may not yet be filed with the 
court and there may be no court file 
number on this Summons.

2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
21 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS. You must give or mail 
to the person who signed this 
summons a written response called 
an Answer within 21 days of the 
date on which you received this 
Summons. You must send a copy 
of your Answer to the person who 
signed this summons located at:

Adam Soczynski
Usset, Weingarden & Liebo, PLLP
4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55416
3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 

EACH CLAIM. The Answer is your 
written response to the Plaintiff’s 
Complaint. In your Answer you 
must state whether you agree or 
disagree with each paragraph of the 
Complaint. If you believe the Plaintiff 
should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you must 
say so in your Answer.

4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND A 
WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THE 
COMPLAINT TO THE PERSON 
WHO SIGNED THIS SUMMONS.  If 
you do not Answer within 21 days, 
you will lose this case. You will not 
get to tell your side of the story, and 

the Court may decide against you 
and award the Plaintiff everything 
asked for in the complaint.  If you 
do not want to contest the claims 
stated in the complaint, you do not 
need to respond.  A default judgment 
can then be entered against you for 
the relief requested in the complaint.

5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You 
may wish to get legal help from 
a lawyer. If you do not have a 
lawyer, the Court Administrator 
may have information about places 
where you can get legal assistance. 
Even if you cannot get legal help, 
you must still provide a written 
Answer to protect your rights or 
you may lose the case.

6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE
RESOLUTION. The parties 
may agree to or be ordered to 
participate in an alternative dispute 
resolution process under Rule 114 
of the Minnesota General Rules of 
Practice.  You must still send your 
written response to the Complaint 
even if you expect to use alternative 
means of resolving this dispute.

Dated: September 23, 2021
USSET, WEINGARDEN & 

LIEBO, P.L.L.P.
/s/ Adam Soczynski
Adam Soczynski, #0264805
Attorney for Plaintiff  
4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55416
adam@uwllaw.com
(952) 925-6888

Published in the Pine City Pioneer 
Oct. 21, 28, Nov. 4, 2021

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF PINE

DISTRICT COURT
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Court File Number: 58-CV-21-508
Case Type: Declaratory Judgment

Summons 
John R. Jansen and David 

Blackshear,
Plaintiffs v.
Timothy W. Rono; the unknown 

spouse of Timothy Rono, if any; 
Minnesota Commissioner of Public 
Safety,

Defendants.
AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, 

WHETHER KNOWN OR UNKNOWN, 
CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, TITLE, 
INTEREST OR LIEN IN THE REAL 
PROPERTY OR MANUFACTURED 
HOME DESCRIBED HEREIN,

THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED 
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS.

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. 
The Plaintiffs have started a 
lawsuit against you. The Plaintiffs’ 
Complaint against you is attached 
to this Summons.  Do not throw 
these papers away. They are official 
papers that affect your rights.  You 
must respond to this lawsuit even 
though it may not yet be filed with the 
court and there may be no court file 
number on this Summons.

2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 21 
DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS. 
You must give or mail to the person 
who signed this Summons a written 
response called an Answer within 21 
days of the date on which you received 
this Summons. You must send a copy 
of your Answer to the person who 
signed this summons located at:

John M. Cabak
CABAK LAW, LLC
243 Main Street S
Pine City, MN 55063
3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 

EACH CLAIM. The Answer is your 
written response to the Plaintiffs’ 
Complaint. In your Answer you 
must state whether you agree or 
disagree with each paragraph of the 
Complaint. If you believe the Plaintiffs 
should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you must 
say so in your Answer.

4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND A 
WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THE 
COMPLAINT TO THE PERSON 

WHO SIGNED THIS SUMMONS. If
you do not answer within 21 days, 
you will lose this case. You will not
get to tell your side of the story, and 
the court may decide against you 
and award the Plaintiffs everything 
asked for in the Complaint.  If you 
do not want to contest the claims
stated in the Complaint, you do not 
need to respond.  A default judgment
can then be entered against you for 
the relief requested in the Complaint.

5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You
may wish to get legal help from
a lawyer. If you do not have a
lawyer, the Court Administrator
may have information about places
where you can get legal assistance. 
Even if you cannot get legal help,
you must still provide a written
Answer to protect your rights or
you may lose the case.

6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE
RESOLUTION. The parties 
may agree to or be ordered to
participate in an alternative dispute
resolution process under Rule 114 
of the Minnesota General Rules of
Practice. You must still send your
written response to the Complaint
even if you expect to use alternative 
means of resolving this dispute.

7.  REAL PROPERTY.  THIS
LAWSUIT MAY AFFECT OR BRING
INTO QUESTION TITLE TO REAL
PROPERTY located in PINE County,
State of Minnesota, legally described 
as follows:

Lot Twenty-six (26), Block
Two (2), Highwood Shores, Pine
County, Minnesota

Said property is also identified 
by its Property Tax ID Number of 
R28.5265.000 and is located at
19234 Highwood Shores Road, Pine
City, Minnesota, 55069.

The object of this action is to
award judgment establishing title
to the manufactured home located
on the above property in name of
the Plaintiff, and ordering that the 
manufactured home is to be deemed 
a fixture on the real estate and no
Certificate of Title is necessary. 

NOTICE OF NO PERSONAL
CLAIM. Pursuant to Minn. Stat.
§557.03, the Plaintiffs hereby
give notice that no personal claim 
is being made against any of the 
defendants. However, if Defendants 
unreasonably defend the action,
Plaintiffs are requesting an order
of the Court directing that the
defendants shall pay costs and
attorney fees to Plaintiffs.
CABAK LAW, LLC

Dated: October 13, 2021 
/s/ John M. Cabak
John M. Cabak
Attorney for Plaintiffs
243 Main Street S
Pine City, MN 55063
(320) 629-2529
Attorney Reg. #0388929

Published in the Pine City Pioneer
Oct. 21, 28, Nov. 4, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF MISSION CREEK

Notice is hereby given that Mission 
Creek Township will be holding a
public hearing for the purpose of
public comment on a proposed
Comprehensive Land Use Plan on
November 10, 2021, at 7.p.m. at
the Mission Creek Townhall.  The
proposed Comprehensive Land
Use Plan will be available for public 
inspection by request.  If unable
to attend public comment may be
submitted in writing to the Town
Clerk.  All written comments should
be submitted no later than 5 pm 
November 8thth.

Stacy Hancock, Clerk
320-279-1649
missioncreek@ymail.com
Mission Creek Township
PO Box 706
Hinckley, MN 55037

Published in the Pine City
Pioneer Oct. 28, Nov. 4, 2021
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public to attend a Blandin Broadband 
Community Vision meeting where pri-
orities will be determined, and projects 
developed to improve internet access 
and use.

“Pine County was named one of six 
new Blandin Broadband Communities, 
a program that provides planning, 
technical and fi nancial support to 
communities that demonstrate the 
determination to bring the benefi ts of 
a broadband-enabled economy to their 
communities,” said Sauter. “These six 
communities will have access to a spe-
cial grant fund, but projects will have 

to meet Blandin Foundation standards 
to be funded.”

All interested community members 
can join a Zoom meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
on Monday, Nov. 15 to help identify 
Pine County’s strengths and gaps, and 
again on Monday Nov. 22 to brainstorm 
project ideas and make decisions about 
potential projects.   

Once those projects are determined, 
local non-profi ts, schools and govern-
ments will have the opportunity to 
apply for up to $100,000 in total grant 
funding over two years. 

 To join the effort, complete a pre-reg-
istration survey at www.surveymon-
key.com/r/KDBLCR2  or contact Lezlie 

at 320-591-0019 or lezlie.sauter@co.pine.
mn.us by Nov. 12 to receive a survey.

NEW CELL TOWER
AT&T has added a new cell tower in 

the Pine City area to improve coverage 
and to offer residents and fi rst re-
sponders faster, more reliable wireless 
service. The new tower was built near 
the intersection of White Oak Road and 
Homestead Road.

“From connecting family and loved 
ones to helping fi rst responders during 
a crisis, AT&T is committed to invest-
ing in Minnesota to build state-of-the-
art infrastructure that will keep people 
connected,” said AT&T Minnesota 
President Paul Weirtz. “We are pleased 
to make this network investment in 
Pine City.”

“Wireless connectivity is critical 

for our residents, families, businesses 
and fi rst responders, especially during 
these unprecedented times,” said State 
Senator Jason Rarick. “This invest-
ment in Pine City’s network infrastruc-
ture is great news for our community.”

“Investments in mobile technologies 
help foster connections,” said Represen-
tative Nathan Nelson. “Wireless invest-
ments in communities like Pine City 
help support connectivity and growth.”

According to AT&T, these upgrades 
will also benefi t public safety and fi rst 
responders on FirstNet – public safety’s 
dedicated communications platform 
and give Minnesota’s fi rst responders 
access to always-on, 24-hours-a-day 
priority and preemption across voice 
and data. 

CONNECTIONS: New grant, new tower
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AUTOS 
WANTED. 

DEAD OR 
ALIVE 

Any make. 
Any model.

  FREE Towing. 
(320) 629-JUNK

We can help! Place a
LOST & FOUND line
ad FREE for 1 week!
Call us today:
Kanabec County
Times 
320-679-2661
Pine City Pioneer 
320-629-6771
Isanti-Chisago County
Star
763-689-1181 ext 101

 16 inch split mixed
hardwood, 3 cord
loads $ 555. 
320-679-1815.

20 foot pole length
mixed hardwood fire-
wood, 5 cord load,
$625. 320-679-1815.

Cambridge Handyman
All home repairs.
Call or text 
612-366-2433

16 LOST &16 LOST &
  FOUNDFOUND

53 VEHICLES53 VEHICLES
WANTEDWANTED

106 HOME 106 HOME 
IMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENT

115 HOME115 HOME
HEATINGHEATING

305 PETS/305 PETS/
SUPPLIESSUPPLIES

357 SNOW-357 SNOW-
BLOWERSBLOWERS

358 358 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

369 WANTED369 WANTED 404 GARAGE404 GARAGE
SALESSALES

CASH  PAID  for
sports cards 
collections, action 
figures  and  video
games.   Will  travel  to
seller. 
Call/Text Travis 
612-208-5169.

Multi-Family  Fall
Sale
1005  Rypkema  Road
NE 
October  29  and  30,
8am  to  4pm.  Home
décor, shelves, books,
crafts, dishes,clothing,
fishing  rods,  and
much more.

Cash paid for old
sports card collec-
tions. Call Tom 612-
701-7396.

More heat, Less
wood. Classic edge
Titanium HDX EPA
certified OUTDOOR
WOOD FURNACE.
26% Tax Credit.
Prices as low as $200
per month! Call today
612-805-2362

Terry's Firewood 
16 inch cut split 
hardwood,  delivery
available. 
Also 8ft 10-cord loads.
Days:  651-245-6735
Eve:320-629-7716

Dog training classes
now starting in
Cambridge. 
763-689-8940

Ariens snowblower
28 inch, good
condition, $350 
call 651-674-4520

Carlson Timber Products in Sandstone, MN

HIRING CDLA DRIVERS  
$2000 Sign-on bonus.  Home nightly! 

We off er competitive wages and benefi ts 
including Health/Dental/Vision insurance, 
and retirement.  Additional performance 
bonus also available for the right people! 

Give Keith a call 320-245-2920 ext. 1017 
for more information or apply online at 

carlsontimberproducts.com

Now Hiring
Evening Commercial 
Cleaners in Mora

$13-$13.50
per hour!

Weekly Pay!

Monday-Friday
NO WEEKENDS!!

20-25 hours/week

Contact HR
651-917-8059

$300 Sign on Bonus

HELP WANTED
$1,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

Fornengo Forest Products Inc. is accepting 
applications for full-time

 LOGGING OPERATOR POSITIONS
Must be reliable & dependable.

All interested candidates should stop in and fi ll 
out an application or fax a resume.

Fornengo Forest Products
33140 State Rd. 35, Danbury, WI 54830

Phone: 715-244-3480 • Fax: 715-244-4026
Email: fornengoforest@hotmail.com

PINE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAS THE 
FOLLOWING OPENINGS:

Targeted Supports Paraprofessional 
1.5 hours per week

Start Date: ASAP • Closing Date: Open until fi lled
Targeted Supports Teacher - 4 hours per week

Start Date: ASAP
Closing Date: Open until fi lled

To apply: Applicants should go to the following link:  
http://www.applitrack.com/pinecity/onlineapp/

Therapeutic Services 
Agency, Inc.

 has an employment opportunity for a full 
time lead accountant to conduct fi nancial 
analysis and procedures. Compensation is 
competitive, agency is supportive. Work 

location is negotiable. For more information 
about the organization and to apply, please 

visit www.hoperealized.com. 
If you wish to have a preliminary discussion, 
please contact Cheryl Smetana McHugh at 

320-629-7814.
TSA is an Equal 

Opportunity 
Employer.

Food Service 
Team Members

Apply in person at
 Kentucky Fried Chicken,

 Pine City, MN
Kentucky Fried 

Chicken 
1280 Hillside Ave SW,

 Pine City, MN

NOW HIRING:

154154
EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Help  wanted:  HHA,
CNA, FT, PT must be
reliable,  dependable
and able to work every
other  weekend.
$1500 sign on bonus!
Please  call  Kim  or
Sue @320-629-7272

Help  Wanted: Part
time  Cook,  must  be
reliable,  dependable
and  be  able  to  work
every  other  weekend.
Call  Kelly  or  Sue@
320-629-7272

The Park Cafe in
Braham is looking for
a dedicated and
reliable experienced
cook to join our
weekend team.
Applicant must be
available to work
Saturdays and
Sundays 7 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Competitive
wages depending on
experience.

Walker Methodist
Levande in Cambridge
is recruiting for a
hands-on Director of
Environmental
Services to ensure a
safe physical
environment for
residents, visitors and
employees. $1000
Sign-On Bonus! 
(763)325-0100 or visit
our website:
walkermethodist.org/
careers

NorthStar
NorthStar Media has a 

PT/FT position 
open in our mailroom/ 
inserting department. 

Willing to work fl exible hours; 
requires some heavy lifting. 

Starting wage $11/hr. 

Send resume/application to 
NorthStar Media 

930 S. Cleveland St. 
Cambridge, MN 55008

NORTHSTAR MEDIA
Printing • Inserting • Mail & Delivery

• 763-689-1181 ext:117 • Fax 763-689-1185
printing@northstarmedia.net

PRESS HELPER
PRESSMAN TRAINEE
NEEDED FOR OUR CAMBRIDGE PRINTING PLANT

REQUIRED SKILLS: stand for 100% of shift, be able to 
bend and twist, climb ladders, moderate carrying 
and pulling, and the ability to lift up to 60 pounds. 

Must be 18 years or older.

Starting Wage: $14/hour
Starting Hours: 32-40 hours a week

Benefits: health, dental, vision, life, disability, 401K,
vacation days PTO, holidays off, WEEKENDS OFF!

Ask us about our Pressman 
Apprenticeship Program Opening!

Pine City Pioneer Editor/Reporter/
Photographer

We are seeking a talented individual for a full-time 
editor position. The person should be a good writer and 
curious about what is happening around the Pine City 
Community. The individual should have previous writing 
experience, preferably in a newspaper setting.
You will put together the Pioneer each week by writing stories, 
taking photos, editing/formatting press releases, designing 
pages and directing a team of stringers, an editorial assistant 
and a graphic artist. Other duties including maintaining the 
newspaper’s website and social media sites, as well as 
maintaining relationships with contacts within the community.
Please send resume and writing clips to:
Publisher, 930 Cleveland St S,
Cambridge, MN 55008 or
email to jeff@northstarmedia.net.

P I N E  C I T YP

PLACE A CLASSIFIED TODAY.
320-679-6771

EXCESS BAGGAGE
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

Placing a classifi ed ad is an easy and 
affordable way to advertise your 

unwanted items to hundreds of potential 
buyers. Contact us today and start 

turning the stuff you don’t want into 
something you do want: CASH!

Pine City Pioneer
320-629-6771 or pinecountynews.com

TIRED OF 
SEARCHING FOR 

BUYERS?
Placing a classifi ed ad is an easy 

and affordable way to make 
your wares the focus of attention 

among potential buyers.
What are you waiting for?

Contact us today!
Pioneer

320-679-6771
pinecountynews.com

THIS SPACE RESERVED 
FOR YOUR AD

CLASSIFIED ADS 
GET RESULTS

Call 320-679-2661 Mora 
or 320-629-6771

Pine City

PINE CITY PIONEER
In Print | Online 

Subscribe Today!

P I N E  C I T YP I N E  C IPPP T Y

pinecitymn.com

320-629-6771

From school schedules and community 
resources to shopping and dining 
updates, local pandemic coverage and 
event developments, surround yourself 
with the trusted and accurate news and 
information that matters most to you.

Purchase a print or digital subscription
by phone or online today:
320-629-6771 
pinecountynews.com/subscribe/pioneer/
Advertisers, Call 320-629-6771 to reach local
customers who care about supporting our 
community.

Support Your Local Newspaper 
and Stay Connected.

P I N E  C I T YP I NP E  C I T Y

320-629-6771

P I N E  C I T YP I NP E  C I T Y

Classifi eds SectionLet us take thestress
out of advertising.

Relax.
Contact us to fi nd out 
how you can advertise 
in this spot.

320-629-6771
pinecountynews.com

Give your Business 

THE ATTENTION
IT DESERVES!

Contact us at
320-629-6771 • pinecountynews.com

YOUR CAREER SEARCH 
STARTS HERE

The Pine City Pioneer
pinecountynews.com
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Schedule your 3D tomo
mammography exam today.

in every8
women

will develop
breast cancer
within her lifetime.
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WeliaHealth.org
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