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Askov festival honors roots with fun filled weekend
BY JAMIE LUND

NEWS@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

The annual Askov 
Rutabaga Festival and 
Fair is on again in 2021. 
The popular aebleskiver 
and medisterpolse are 
on the menu as well as 
a variety of fries, corn 
on the cob and of course 
rutabaga sausage. 
For those not familiar 
with the festival name-
sake, the rutabaga is a 
humble root vegetable 
similar to a turnip and 

full of nutrients, accord-
ing to webMD. It is related 

to cabbage, broccoli and other 
vegetables. 

The event opens 8 a.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 27 with crafters set 
up and food vendors will open 
at noon. The 5K Rutabaga Run 
registration begins at 7:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 28 and the race 
begins at 8 a.m. A variety of 
events including BINGO, roy-
alty coronation, live music and 
a parade continue throughout 
the weekend, ending with 
a pancake breakfast at the 
fairgrounds 8-11 a.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 29. A full schedule can be 
found on the  website askovru-
tabagafestival or Askov Ruta-
baga Festival Facebook page.

While a rutabaga celebration 
might sound unusual, Askov’s 
history is rooted in the ruta-
baga. 

According to an excerpt of lo-
cal historian Arla Budd’s Cen-
tennial! 1978 The Middle Years 
column; Askov was known for 
years at the Rutabaga Capital 
of the World. 

“Most farmers started to 
grow rutabagas as a crop to 
feed their cows,” Budd said. 
She explained that the rutaba-
gas gave the milk an off flavor, 
so residents decided to sell the 
vegetables for human con-
sumption instead.

Many who grew up in 

Askov spent time thinning 
the “roots” or working in the 
warehouse. In the peak years 
500-700 carloads per year left 
the community by rail to New 
York, Chicago and the gulf 
states, according to Budd. 

Ludvig Mosbake imported 
the seeds for the first crops 
from Denmark and in 1817 
Louis Olsen entered the mar-
ket with the Sweet Maiden 
brand. In 1937 Andrew Henrik-
sen began shipping his Table 
Delights around the country 
and in 1949 John Pesheck 

School staff 
prepare for  

new year
 BY JAMIE LUND

NEWS@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

Masks will be optional in the 
school building, but a requirement 
on school buses due to a Federal 
mandate on public transportation, 
said Superintendent Andy Almos. 
Parents are urged to remind their 
children to bring their mask for 
the bus ride, but drivers will be 
prepared with masks for the first 
few days of school for students 
who forget. Parents who want 
their child to wear a mask during 
the school day should contact Al-
mos. COVID-19 vaccinations will 
not be required for students or 
staff. Everything else will be busi-
ness as usual, including students 
in classrooms.

Almos said Pine County Schools 
worked together with Pine County 
Public Health to coordinate a 
cohesive plan for all schools in 
the county. If the state makes 
mandate changes, the school will 
follow the guidelines accordingly. 

“We are working closely with 
public health and state leaders to 
keep an eye on trends across our 
state,” said Almos.

In the event of a positive 
COVID-19 case, the district will 
conduct contact tracing. The 
district will ask PCPH for help if 
necessary. The person with the 
positive case will be required to 
quarantine for at least 10 days 
from onset of symptoms or a posi-
tive test. 

One of the school district’s big-
gest priorities and challenges is to 
continue to navigate the ongoing 
pandemic that is now spanning 
three school years as they prepare 
for students’ arrival on Tuesday, 
Sept. 7.

History comes to life at White Pine Logging and 
Threshing Show

JENNIFER YOCUM-STANS
EDITOR@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

“A museum in motion” doesn’t 
begin to tell the story of what the 
White Pine Logging and Thresh-
ing Show has to offer. The White 
Pine Show was started in 1979 
and is now in it’s 43rd year. It is 
held every year on Labor Day 
weekend, with the exception of 
2020 which was canceled due to 
the pandemic.

The event is held in McGrath, 
20 miles west of Finlayson on 
the Langenbach family farm. 
Brothers John, Doug and Todd 
Langenbach and their families 
now host the event that their par-
ents began all those years ago. 
John said his dad, Bill and mom 
Sylvia and their family, started 
the show after they retired from 
milking cows. Bill started collect-
ing small water cooled engines, 
“and it got worse from there,” 
said John. His dad then began 
collecting old tractors and steam 
engines.

On average the show brings 
about three to four thousand 
people a year. Tractors line up for 
display according to the brand 
such as Allis Chalmers, John 
Deere and many more. Nancy 
Langenbach, John’s wife, said 
this year’s event will either be 
slower because of the pandemic, 
or overwhelming due to the fact 
that people want to get out of 
their houses. 

One aspect of the event is a 
daily parade that includes ap-
proximately 300 units that come 
from all over the country. The 
parade, said John, lasts about two 
hours…”we are happy if it only lasts 
two hours,” he said with a chuckle.

Aside from the parade and tractor en-
tries they have so much more to offer. 
They give demonstrations of sawing 
lumber, shingles and making wooden 
barrels, there is a working blacksmith 

shop, threshing demonstrations and a 
print shop just to name a few.

A non-denominational church ser-
vice is held on Sunday at 9 and 10:30 
a.m. The service is held in the old Dell 
Grove Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
building which was moved to White 
Pine after the new church was built. 

Walking into the building is like walk-
ing into the past. The pews, altar and 
pulpit are still original to the building. 
A few of the other buildings on the 

CONTRIBUTED

Ally Loupe poses with a large rutabaga at 
a previous festival. 

SEE ASKOV, PAGE 2 

JENNIFER YOCUM-STANS | PINE COUNTY COURIER

 These vintage items are a sample of what can be seen at the 2021 White Pine Logging and Thresh-
ing Shows.  Right: Old Dell Grove Emmanuel Lutheran Church. Photos on left, top to bottom: vintage 
tractor, old train car from Kerrick and a collection of White Pine Logging and Threshing bottons from 
past years.

SEE WHITE PINE, PAGE 2 
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6 pm • Friday, Aug. 27

Rich’s Bar
1038 Hwy 23 N., Sandstone, MN
12 Rounds – 4 winners per round

50/50 Raffl  e • 1 Prime Rib

American Legion 
Post 151

George E. Jamison
George E. Jamison (89) son of Earl and Mildred 

(Grace) Jamison, of Sand-
stone, Minnesota, passed 
away at home on Tuesday, 
July 20, 2021. 

Memorial donations in 
lieu of flowers preferred to 
United Church of Christ 
in Sandstone and Osprey 
Wilds Environmental 
Learning Center. 

A memorial service will 
be held for George on Sat-
urday, August 28, 2021 at 
4 p.m. at the Osprey Wilds 
Environmental Learning 
Center, 54165 Audubon 

Drive, Sandstone, MN 55072. Visitation will take 
place one hour prior to the service. 

Arrangements by Methven Funeral and Crema-
tion Services of Sandstone, MN. www.methvenfu-
neralhome.com

Ronald D. Werner
September 17, 1943 - August 19, 2021

Ronald Daniel Werner, 
Moose Lake, 77, died un-
expectedly in his home on 
Thursday, August 19, 2021. 
He was born in Ramsey 
County on September 17, 
1943 to Frederick and Frie-
da (Goter) Werner.

Ron grew up in St. Paul 
where he attended Luther 
Elementary and graduated 
from Central High School, 
St. Paul in 1961. He spent 
the next few summers 
working in Alaska. Ron 
married Judy McKee in 

1970. He devoted countless volunteer hours deliv-
ering Meals on Wheels to area residents, a “job” he 
received great joy from. Ron was a true sportsman. 
He loved the great outdoors and hunted and fished 
his entire life. Ron was a member of Hope Lutheran 
Church, Moose Lake.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Fred and 
Frieda; half-brother, Merle Werner; and former wife, 
Judy.

Ron is survived by his daughters, April (Brent) 
Dehaan and Dawn (Cory) Tasler; son, Dan Werner; 
step-sons, Jeff and Jim Hoppe; grandchildren, Eli, 
Rachel, Morgan, Riley, Evan, and Carli; siblings, 
June, LaVonne, Darlene, and Floreen; former com-
panion, Audrey Cegla; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and friends.

A memorial visitation will be held from 1 p.m. until 
the 2 p.m. memorial service on Saturday, August 28, 
2021 in Hope Lutheran Church, Moose Lake. Re-
freshments will follow the service in the church hall.

Arrangements are with Hamlin-Hansen-Kosloski 
Funeral Home

ASKOV: 
Rutabaga 
Festival rooted in 
past 

FROM PAGE 1

became his partner.
Budd said the largest harvest 

required 777 carloads.
Waxing the rutabagas turned 

out to be a fire danger, accord-
ing to Budd. There was a fire at 
the warehouse in 1963, but the 
company bounced back. The 
booming rutabaga industry 
came to an abrupt end in 1978 
after another fire destroyed 
the warehouse and the owners 
decided not to rebuild. 

WHITE PINE: Family fun 
event in McGrath

FROM PAGE 1 

property include an old 
school house, the old 
Giese Post Office and a 
caboose from a Burling-
ton Northern train that 
sat in Kerrick for many 
years.

In previous years the 
food was all handled 
by the Langenbachs. 
This year there will be 
food trucks along with a 
pancake breakfast that is 
held daily from 7-9 a.m. 

The Isle Lions club comes 
in and serves beer in the 
saloon and a barn dance 
is held on Saturday and 
Sunday nights.

There are many things 
to see and do at the family 
run White Pine Logging 
and Threshing Show. 
“Come see a museum in 
motion” and enjoy great 
family fun! This year’s 
event will be held Sep-
tember 4-6, gates are open 
7 a.m. to midnight. 

PHOTO   PROVIDED

Our little NISSE from Askov has been discovered.  He was hidden, but was 
found by four young explorers:  Adalyn Fogt, Hudson Fogt, Gabriella Sim-
mons and Dexter Simmons.  Congratulations to the team and enjoy your 
much deserved $25.  Askov Fair Board President Ruthie Jorgensen presented 
their award!  They are the children of Darren and Jamie Fogt and Oliver and 
Dana Simmons.

Farmers frustrated by bears in corn
STAFF REPORT

NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

Bear-human relations continues 
to be a major area of focus for lo-
cal conservation officers with the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources.

• Conservation Officer Bret 
Grundmeier, working out of 
Hinckley, reported that he con-

tinues to take calls from frus-
trated farmers about black bears 
destroying their corn crop. State 
forest areas were busy with ATV 
riders and hunters out getting 
their bear baits established. A few 
bear baiters had to be dealt with 
who wanted to establish baits 
in the same areas and could not 
agree to get along.

• Conservation Officer Ben 

Karon, working out of Pine City, 
said he spent the week checking 
bear baits and patrolling for ille-
gal ATV use in the state forest. 

• Conservation Officer Dustie 
Speldrich, working out of Willow 
River, said she attended training 
at Camp Ripley. She also an-
swered bear-hunting questions 
and nuisance-bear calls.

Do you have a story idea or tip that you think our readers would appreciate?? 

Let us know!  You can call, email or  message us on Facebook! 

Call us at  (320) 838-3151  or send an email to editor@Askov-American.com.

It Pays to advertise in the
Askov American

OBITUARIES

Karen Johnsen 
along with her 

children, would like to thank 
all those who gave cards 

and/or attended her 
90th birthday celebration, 

making it a special day for her.

Department of Administration
Notice of Call for Bids for 

Sale of Property
The State of Minnesota is off ering for sale an 
approximately .5 acres of vacant land located 

at 301 2nd Avenue, Brook Park MN.  
For a bid package, see:  

https://mn.gov/admin/government/real-es-
tate/sales-acquisitions/for-sale-and-lease.jsp

Hole Sponsors: 
A & W (Pine City); Anderson Recycling; Banning Junction Convenience and Liquor 
Store; Bass Lake Mill; Bjerke Law (Troth Law LLC); Crazy Mary's Cafe; Chris' Food 
Center; Doc's On 23; Essentia Health; Finlayson (City of); Gateway Family Health 
Clinic; Kettle River Pizza; Matt's Sanitation; McDonald's Distributing; Members 
Cooperative Credit Union; Methven Funeral Home; MPJ Enterprises; Northern 
Pine Chiropractic Center; North Pine Insurance Agency; Petry's Bait; PHASE; Rich's 
Bar; Robert's Excavating; Sandstone Dental Offi  ce; Sandstone Petro Plus (Victory 
Station); Scenic Boundaries Trans Inc; Sebald Motor Sales; Thrifty White Pharmacy; 
Town and Country Insurance; 23 Hardware and Lumber; Vintage Pub; Vork's Auto 
Repair LLC; 

Door Prize Sponsors:
Ace Hardware - Sandstone; Anytime Fitness; Arlen Krantz Ford; Becca's Hair Salon; 
Cheri's Flower Basket; Kettle River Grafi x; Lampert Lumber - Sandstone; Members 
Cooperative Credit Union; Northwoods Embroidery; North Pine Insurance; 
Northview Bank; PHASE; Pine County Courier; Quality Home & Sports Center; 
Quarry Quilts and Yarns; Richie's Barber Style; Sandstone Lanes; Sandstone Area 
Golf Course

The Sandstone Lions Club gratefully thanks and 
acknowledges the following businesses for their 
contribution to the 2021 Gary Bowen Memorial 

Golf Tournament. 
The money raised goes to 

scholarships for East Central students.

Remember to shop locally!!

We Serve
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 SUMMER GARDEN FISH TACOS

•	 1 medium ear sweet corn, husk 
removed 

•	 1 poblano pepper, halved and 
seeds removed 

•	 4 tilapia fillets (4 oz. each) 
•	 1/8 tsp. salt 
•	 1 yellow summer squash, halved 

lengthwise 
•	 1 medium tomato, chopped 
•	 1/3c. chopped red onion 
•	 3 Tbsp, coarsely chopped fresh 

cilantro 
•	 1 tsp. grated lime zest 
•	 3 Tbsp. lime juice 
•	 8 taco shells warmed 
•	 1/2 medium ripe avocado, peeled 

and sliced

 Lightly oil the grill rack. Grill corn and 
pepper, covered, over medium heat until 
tender, 10-12 minutes, turning occasion-
ally. Cool slightly. Sprinkle fish with 
salt. Grill fish and squash, until fish just 
begins to flake easily with a fork and 
squash is tender,  7-9 minutes, turning 
once. Cut corn from cob and place in a 
bowl. Chop pepper and squash; add to 
corn. Stir in tomato, onion, cilantro, 
lime zest and lime juice. Serve fish in 
taco shells; top with corn mixture and 
avocado slices. Serves 4. Can serve qui-
noa and black beans with this as sides.

Food N’ 
Friends
Mary Ellen 

Dewey

IF YOU have a 
favorite recipe you 
would like to share, 
send it to Mary 
Ellen at recipe@
pinecountycourier.
com. ENJOY!!

YELLOW SQUASH CASSEROLE

•	 4 c. sliced yellow squash 
•	 1/2 c. chopped onion 
•	 35 buttery round crackers, crushed 
•	 1 c. shredded Cheddar cheese 
•	 2 eggs, beaten 
•	 3/4 c. milk 
•	 1/4 c. butter, melted 
•	 1 tsp. salt 
•	 Ground black pepper to taste 
•	 2 Tbsp. butter

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Place 
squash and onion in a large skillet over 
medium heat. Pour in a small amount 
of water. Cover, and cook until squash 
is tender, about 5 minutes. Drain well, 
and place in a large bowl. In a medium 
bowl, mix together cracker crumbs and 
cheese. Stir half of the cracker mixture 
into the cook squash and onions. In a 
small bowl, mix together eggs and milk, 
then add to squash mixture. Stir in 1/4 
cup melted butter, and season with salt 
and pepper. Spread into a 9x13-inch 
baking dish. Sprinkle with remaining 
cracker mixture, and dot with 2 table-
spoons butter. Serves 10. Can be a side 
dish or a main course.

 Enjoy the versatile Yellow Summer Squash 

Life is short, enjoy horse hugs and other simple pleasures

L
ast week our daughter and 
her husband looked up an 
online recipe for zucchini 
boats. I used to make these 

boats once or twice a summer 
when the kids 
were young 
and the kids 
always like 
them. I like 
the recipe 
because it was 
easy and used 
up those mon-
ster squash 
that everyone 
has hiding in 
their zucchini 
plant this time 
of year.

The online 
recipe recommended prebak-
ing the zucchini–we never did 
that. Prebaking made more 
sense, and yes, way back then 
I always blindly followed a rec-
ipe, duh. So, Saturday evening 
we pre-baked our monster 
zucchini, we sliced the vegeta-

ble lengthwise, tossed out the 
large seeds and threw in the 
spaghetti sauce and cooked 
up hamburger, topped with 
cheese, and a crunchy topping 
of French fried onions, baked 
for about 30 minutes and while 
eating supper that night, Gary 
and I decided that internet 
recipe had a good idea. Live 
and learn. 

It is called a “horse hug” 
when the horse pulls you close 
with their head and neck, and 
affectionately holds you close. 
The first time it happens I 
admit, it is a bit alarming. Now 
through the years I have been 
hugged, snuggled, ear sniffed 
and nose rubbed but I have 
never seen my big boys show 
affection to a bale of hay. This 
past week we saw Prince do 
just that.

This year the drought has 
dried up everything in the 
pasture. So, after I secured 
our two draft-cross horses into 
a pasture with two hot fence 

lines all around, Gary got out 
the skid loader to move a large 
bale into the horses side of 
the barn. Gary maneuvered 
the hay through their doors 
and began placing it down 
when Prince blasted his way 
through that great fencing and 
came running around the back 
of the skid loader and straight 
to the bale. That’s when Prince 
began affectionately rubbing 
the bale, showing us how much 
he loved seeing the hay. King 
joined him and they soon were 
happily eating. We both left 
smiling and headed to fix the 
fencing.

We really had a busy week 
last week. There was a doctor 
appointment where the doctor 
wrote the order to remove the 
catheter that is used for Gary’s 
dialysis. Gary’s kidneys had 
improved to over 20% and di-
alysis was indefinitely halted. 
And, Gary has officially been 
declared inactive on the trans-
plant list. The doctor ended the 

visit telling us to “enjoy your 
time, we don’t know how long 
this will last.” We were speech-
less.

That very same doctor asked 
if he could bring his family to 
meet King and Prince. Sunday 
afternoon he arrived with his 
wife, two children and his 
mother-in-law. The doctor’s 
11-year-old son had not seen 
a real horse in person and he 
was not put off by their size. In 
fact, he couldn’t wait to get on 
top of King and go for a ride. 
The doctor got on Prince, and 
the 4-year-old daughter rode 
with her father. It was a new 
experience they all seemed to 
enjoy.

Everything seemed to be go-
ing really great. The happy boy 
climbed up a gate and turned 
for a picture and both horses 
planted a kiss on each side. 
But when the youngster ran 
out to the garden to get carrots 
he decided not to follow my 
caution on how to present food 

to my horses. That resulted 
in the horse biting his fingers 
(horse couldn’t tell the tiny 
fingers from the small carrots.) 
Neither horse has ever bitten 
anyone before so my heart 
sank. The good news is Prince 
only broke skin in one spot, 
and didn’t break any fingers. 
Whew. We rushed the child for 
a quick hand cleaning, ban-
daging and ice. The young boy 
wanted to go back to the barn, 
I think that’s a good sign. Have 
a great week everyone, and 
remember the pandemic is still 
lurking. Please take care.

MAXINE MEYER Is a columnist for the Askov 
American newspaper. She can be reached at 
612/590-6907, or email mnmaxgram@yahoo.
com.

Finlayson 
News

Maxine Meyer

YELLOW SQUASH PATTIES

•	 8 medium yellow squash, shredded 
•	 1 onion, shredded 
•	 1-1/2 Tbsp. salt 
•	 1 c. all-purpose flour 
•	 1/2 c. cornmeal 
•	 1 egg, lightly beaten 
•	 1 c. shredded Cheddar cheese 
•	 Ground black pepper to taste 
•	 1 Tbsp. vegetable oil 

Dill Dip 
•	 3/4 c. sour cream 
•	 2 Tbsp. minced fresh dill 
•	 1 tsp. lemon juice 
•	 1/8 tsp. salt 
•	 1/8 tsp. pepper

Place the squash and onions in a colander, sprinkle with 
salt, and drain about 30 minutes, until no longer moist. In a 
bowl, mix the squash and onion, flour, cornmeal, egg, and 
cheese. Season with pepper. Heat the oil in a skillet over 
medium heat. Drop squash mixture by heaping tablespoon-
fuls into the skillet, and cook 3 minutes on each side, or 
until golden brown. Makes 12 servings. Stir together all 
the ingredients for the dill dip and serve with the squash 
patties. Can add a dash of hot sauce if desired. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR GUIDELINES
The Askov American encourages 

readers to share their viewpoints of 
community issues by writing letters 
to the editor.  Publishing decisions are 
made on questions of free speech, 
good taste, public interest and public 
sensitivity.

The Askov American reserves the 
right to edit for accuracy, clarity, 

libel, and civility and reserves the 
right not to publish a letter. Personal 
complaints or attacks, plagiarized 
material, religious treatises or submis-
sions from organized letter-writing 
campaigns will not be published. 

GUIDELINES FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS
Letters must be submitted by 3 p.m. 

Mondays to askovamerican@scicable.
com or via mail to P.O. Box 275, Askov, 
MN 55704
•	 Letters to the editor must be 400 

words or less.
•	 Each letter writer may have one 

letter published every 30 days, or 
four print cycles (exceptions made 
for rebuttals). 

•	 Anonymous letters will not be 
published. Letter signatures must 
include the writer’s first and last 
name, community of residence and 
phone number. Phone numbers will 
not be published.

•	 Only letters originating from writers 
who live, work or have some other 
relevance to the Askov American 

circulation area will be published. 
•	 An identification line may be added 

to the writer’s letter identifying 
his or her occupation or title as it 
applies to the topic of the letter.

•	 Special rules apply during election 
season. 

STAFF:
Jeff Andres, Publisher
   Jeff@northstarmedia.net
   763-689-1181 
Jennifer Yocum-Stans, Managing 

Editor
Jamie Lund, Editorial Asst.
Lori Schmolke, Employment and 

Classified Specialist
Al Fritsche - Ad sales

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon., Wed., Thursday
 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesday and Friday Closed.

The Askov American is published every 
Thursday in Askov, MN 55704

Periodicals postage paid at Askov, MN 55704
Publication No. 0034-140
Postal Permit No. 6998886

POSTMASTER: If undeliverable as addressed, 
notify on Form 3579. 
Periodicals postage paid in Askov, MN 55704

The Askov American is a publication of 
Northstar Media Inc.
Copyright ©2021 Northstar Media, Inc.

SUBSCRIBE:
In Pine County: $34 per year.
Outside Pine County: $40 per year.
$38 snow bird rate
$2 discount for those 60 years and older

All subscriptions payable in advance. This is a postal regulation. 

CONTACT US:
Askov American
Phone: 320-838-3151
Fax: 320-838-3152
Email:askovamerican@scicable.com
Address: P.O. Box 275 •6351 Kobmagergade, Askov, MN 55704

“The most important thing a 
community newspaper does 
is recognize the value of the 

lives of ordinary people.”

American
A S KOV

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Growing up in a small town, 
I came to know many veterans. 
They were my father’s friends. 
These men, veterans of WWII, 

Korea, and 
Vietnam, 
marched in 
parades, pre-
sented the col-
ors for events, 
sold popcorn 
during the 
fair, and were 
leaders in the 
community.

Eventually, 
I would go to 
work in this 
town in the 
late 1970s. 
Many of these 

same men I knew as a kid from 
their American Legion involve-
ment became my co-workers.

Fortunately, these men rec-
ognized I was ‘wet behind the 
ears.’ They watched over me. 

They understood I could learn 
a great deal from them – if I 
wanted.

At 23 years of age, I wasn’t 
sure what I wanted, but I 
soon realized that I was being 
shown a few things about the 
job and about what is import-
ant in life.

These men seemed to have 
a sense of contentment about 
what they stood for and who 
they were. These early men-
tors didn’t worry about the 
promotional ladder. They did 
their job and left work at work. 
Their careers did not define 
who they were.

George Jamison was one of 
those guys. He was a thought-
ful, soft-spoken, polite, kind 
man who readily smiled. Just a 
couple of months ago, I re-
ceived some input from George 
and his wife Dorothy for a 
column I was writing. I always 
looked up to both of them for 

their wisdom and kindness.
George and his wife Dorothy 

were married for 61 years. Dor-
othy said when you are living 
life, the years slip by. Their 
marriage was a happy one, and 
I know how proud they were of 
their family.

I recently got an email from 
a friend that stated, “We lost 
good old George. He was 89.” It 
was sad news when our com-
munities lose men and women 
from extraordinary times in 
our history.

His son Scott posted on social 
media that his father lived a 
full life. He said his father was 
a veteran of the Korean War, 
a sharpshooter, correctional 
officer, goat farmer, avid gar-
dener, fisherman, sign painter, 
woodcarver, and teller of ter-
rible jokes. The lousy joke-tell-
ing was verified by multiple 
sources.

There was so much to 

George. He was a husband, 
father, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather. He was 
involved in his community and 
his church, the United Church 
of Christ in Sandstone. To me, 
a minor acquaintance in his 
life, it was his kindness that 
left its mark.

George didn’t venture too far 
in his life. He was born near 
Sandstone in east-central Min-
nesota and was a 1951 graduate 
of Sandstone High School. Ex-
cept for the military and time 
in the Twin Cities for school 
and work at the Veteran’s Hos-
pital, he lived most of his life 
just outside of Sandstone.

Dorothy Fish, from South 
Dakota, came to work at 
the Sandstone hospital as a 
nurse and met George. They 
were married in 1960. George 
bought a portion of his dad’s 
land, and they built their home 
in 1965.

I have stopped there a couple 
of times over the years, and 
still, if I am up that way, I slow 
down as I drive by to look at 
their beautiful flowers and 
garden.

George has left a legacy. His 
brother-in-law Pat Galvin said 
George was talented in art and 
wood carving. He also said 
he was a trustworthy, knowl-
edgeable, and humble man. He 
remembers when they would 
sit and talk - about everything.

I hope you have had people 
like George in your life. Pay at-
tention, and you will find them. 
Individuals who have virtuous 
priorities do not seek but give.

These unique individuals 
are surrounded by what truly 
defines them - family, faith, 
friends, and community. 
George will be missed.

Kindness matters, and so did George
Losing a friend, and his legacy

Boomer 
Grandpa

Loren
Else

Three levels of responsibility
To the Editor: 

Over the past year and a half we have all had 
our lives changed dramatically as the world has 
been faced with COVID-19. Few of us were alive 
in 1918 when the previous pandemic ravaged the 
whole world. Therefore, we had to make major 
decisions and take drastic measures to literal-
ly keep the world alive during this pandemic. 
Because of all of the vaccine development efforts 
over the past many years, though, the compa-
nies asked to create vaccines for this particular 
virus have understood what prior work would 
apply, and what would need to be done to make 
the vaccines optimally effective for this virus. 
Accordingly, in a very short period of time, we 
had vaccines available which the pharmaceuti-
cal companies were confident could prevent the 
virus or could largely prevent death. So why, 
then, are we still dealing with this? The answer 
is not scientific, it is societal. In a word, it is the 
failure to address all the levels of responsibility 
which we, as advanced beings always have.

Responsibility is not only to ourselves and our 
various senses of entitlement or beliefs. It needs 
to be to all of the following three levels: Personal 
responsibility, friends and family responsibility 
and responsibility for our species. None of these 

SEE LETTERS, PAGE 12
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100 YEARS AGO
 AUGUST 23, 1921

- H.C. Hansen northwest of 
Askov had a narrow escape 
when his car was wrecked 
on the local crossing by an 
engine and several box cars 
that suddenly backed into him 
as he was crossing the tracks . 
Mr. Hansen jumped and thus 
escaped injury.

- Neighbors gathered at the 
Wiggins home in Nickerson 
for a farewell party for Mr. 
and Mrs. Everson and Mabel 
Wiggins .

- A bolt of lightning struck 
John A Jacobsen’s silo in 
Askov tearing a big hole in it.

75 YEARS AGO
 AUGUST 22, 1946

- In compliance with recom-

mendation of the state board 
of health, opening of schools in 
Pine and surrounding coun-
ties has been postponed for a 
two week period because of the 
polio epidemic.

- Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Drahosh 
and Oscar Mattson of Fin-
layson went to St. Paul to meet 
Cpl. George Drahosh who 
came from Brooke General 
Hospital in Texas for a 45 day 
furlough with family and 
friends.

- Holger Fisher came from 
Minneapolis with his moving 
van and took Rev. and Mrs. 
Mikkelsen’s household goods 
to their new location in Minne-
apolis.

- Both the Hinckley Korn 
and Klover Karnival and the 
Sandstone Harvest Festival 
have been cancelled because of 
the polio outbreak. 

50 YEARS AGO
 AUGUST 26, 1971

- Judith Ketchum, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Ketchum of Kerrick was 
united in marriage to Emery 
Robert Schmidt , son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Emery Schmidt of 
Moose Lake on Saturday Au-
gust 21st at Bethlehem Luther-
an Church in Askov.

- Fern Adams is the new 1971 
Askov Festival Queen.

- Beverly Kraft graduated 
from the University of Minne-
sota Duluth with a BS Degree 
in elementary education.

- This is the third year for 
the St. Croix Mother’s Camp at 
the St. Croix Park.

25 YEARS AGO
 AUGUST 22, 1996

- Five juveniles from the area 
of northern Chisago County 
were arrested for the Pine 
County Fair grrandstands fire 
on August 3.

- Warren Peterson has been 
hired as the new principal at 
Willow River.

- Askov graduating class of 
1946 is having their 50 year 
class reunion this weekend .

- Sandstone Lanes mens 
softball team has advanced to 
the state tournaments.

- About 150 people attend-
ed the Bruno’s New and Old 
Settler’s Picnic on Sunday 
and around 160 attended the 
pig roast, variety show and 
fireworks on Saturday.

- C.T. scanner has been 
installed at Mercy Hospital in 
Moose Lake.

- The Brandes-Therrien 
family reunion was held this 
past weekend at the Pat and 
Annelle home in Askov.

- Donovan and Janet Hanson 
of Bruno hosted the Seablom 
family reunion on Saturday.

10 YEARS AGO
 AUGUST 18, 2011

- East Central School layoff 
sixteen paraprofessionals 
stating that they have been 
overstaffed.

- There will be new grad-
uation requirements for the 
Willow River School.

- The 40th Krogstad fami-
ly reunion was held at Carl 
Hultgren’s home this past 
weekend. The new High School 
Principal at Hinckley is Brian 
Masterson.

DO YOU REMEMBER?

 Schools postponed, Sandstone Festival canceled due to polio outbreak

Dear Tante Ingeborg,
If cabbages were brains that Nikko Svens-

sen would have Brussels Sprouts. Last Sunday 
we were in church singing 
“Come thou fount of every 
blessing” and he poked me 
in the shoulder. “Pssst,” he 
said. “Do you want to have 
dinner with me tonight?” Of 
course I ignored him but after 
service he glommed on to me 
in the fellowship area and 
said “What do you say, Elvira? 
We can grab a bite at Gerry’s 
Grill.” 

I wouldn’t go as far as the 
door with that guy. Everyone 
knows he’s looking for a nurse 

or a purse at his age and I’m not signing up for 
either of those jobs. I would be more likely to 
belt him with my backpack and pull his plug. I 
gave him the same look I used to give my kids 
and told him I’d pencil him in for the twelfth 
of never. Then I said he should find himself 
another pigeon and got out of there as fast as I 
could. 

I’m used to looking after myself and at my 
age I don’t want any fixer uppers. I’ve heard 
Nikko can be persistent so what do you think I 

should tell him if he bothers me again?
Signed, Ellie on Elmwood 

 
Dear  Ellie, 

There are many perks to living alone, one 
being you get total control of the remote. 
You also get to set your own schedule, eat ice 
cream from the container, have the whole bed 
to yourself, do only your own laundry, and set 
the thermostat where you want it. I’m trying 
really hard to come up with a good reason for 
you to change your status quo. 

Modern women teach their sons to take care 
of themselves unlike the women of yesteryear. 
Men were waited on hand and foot in the old 
days.

A friend of mine once said that when people 
get married for the wrong reason they create a 
catastrophic union, making life miserable. 

You should tell Nikko you would only get 
married for love and with him that would be 
out of the question. He needs to hire a cleaning 
service and learn to use the microwave. 

I know it won’t be hard for you to stick to 
your guns on this. You have everything to 
lose and nothing to gain. Keep me posted and 
remember, Tante Ingeborg cares…..but not so 
much.

BRUNO/KERRICK NEWS

Everything to lose, nothing to gainWILLOW RIVER NEWS

Friday evening Derrell and Jean Jensen, 
Stan and Rita Jensen, Mary Peterson and Bill 

Gabrelcik met at the Bear’s 
Den to have supper with Dan 
and Christie Jensen who are 
visiting from Idaho. After 
supper they went for pie and 
coffee at Derrell and Jean’s.

Saturday morning Terrah 
Jensen and Roger Robertson 
invited Derrell and Jean Jen-
sen to breakfast and helicop-
ter rides at the Moose Lake 
Airport. Derrell and Jean 
skipped the ride but watched 
as Terrah and Roger took a 
ride over Sturgeon Lake. 

Saturday afternoon Derrell 
and Jean attended a motorcy-

cle party with Adam and Sarah Jensen near 
Barnum, Minn.

Sunday Derrell and Jean celebrated Jean’s 
birthday at Gampers in Moose Lake.

Al and Sandy Hoiland went to Bruno Days 
for a very good lunch and they met Larry and 
Lu Hoiland there. Afterwards, they went to 
Cloverdale to see the new candy store, then 
on to Hinckley for their great grandson Levi’s 

seventh birthday party.
Saturday, there was a good turnout for the 

Bruno Day at the Bear’s Den. They had great 
food, music, games a silent auction and lots of 
visiting. Pig Roast proceeds went to support 
the local fire department. It was an all around 
nice time.

A big “thank you” to Shane Seibert. He took 
the time to cut the grass/brush so drivers can 
see better at the intersection of Main St and 
County Rd22/Fleming Rd in Bruno, great job 
and much appreciated!!

Recently the area has had a few residents 
that passed away or had a Celebration of Life. 
We would like to express our condolences to 
their family and friends. Those that recently 
passed away in the Kerrick area are Barb 
Granquist and Jeanette Smith, in the Askov 
area are Gene Krogh, Jerry Franko, Millie 
Sorensen and Daniel Moran. Those that had 
a Celebration of Life were Elmer Monette and 
David Nelson both from the Bruno area.

Remember if you have any news that you 
would like to share, please either email me at  
storebo1@frontier.com or call me at 320-838-
3554.

This week I’ve been deal-
ing with a glut of cucumbers. 
One of my favorite recipes is 

for “Grace” 
vodka pickles. 
I used to eat 
these when I 
was a kid. A 
neighbor lady 
used to make 
them and 
we all loved 
them. They 
are a refrig-
erator pickle 
that is not 
sweet. It tastes 
like a kosher 
dill. You take 
6 cups of 

water and add 1/3 cup pick-
ling salt and 1 Tbsp sugar in a 
large sauce pan and heat and 
stir until the sugar and salt 
are dissolved. Cool until room 
temperature. Meanwhile mix 
together 1 ½ cup of white vine-
gar and 1 cup vodka in a large 
pitcher. Add dill, garlic, and 
a cayenne pepper (optional) 
into clean sterile jars. Wedge 
the cucumbers and pack them 
into the jars. Pour the water, 
salt and sugar mixture into 
the pitcher with the vodka 
mixture. Stir well and pour 
into packed jars. Put on lids 
and store in the refrigerator. 
Let them set for at least five 
days before eating them. They 
are my favorite pickle. Tastes 
great in a bloody Mary. 

 We plan to go to the Fin-
layson-Giese Sportsman’s An-
nual Sunday Labor Day Picnic 
on Sunday, September 5 start-
ing at noon. They are planning 
brats and hot dogs, potato 
salad, beans, and more. There 
will be a trap shoot, bean bag 
toss, bingo, kids games, saw 
dust pile, door prizes, raffles, 
and more. I can’t wait. 

 At the school: August 26 the 
community education book 
club is meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. 
September 7 – 8 is the first day 
of school. If you are interested 
in going to the state fair, but 
don’t want to drive, check out 
the Minnesota State Fair Bus 
Trip fundraiser for the Willow 
River School. Sign up asap. 
The bus will leave Monday, 
August 30 for a full day of 

fun. See the website for more 
information or contact Melissa 
Johnson at the school. Also, 
check out the Willow River 
Area School Early Childhood 
Programs. They have pro-
grams for every age under 
five years. Contact Ms. Chas 
at the school at 218-372-3131 
extension 169. The Open House 
at the school will be held on 
Thursday, September 2, 2021 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. The 
school is currently looking for 
more bus/van drivers, and a 
community education coordi-
nator. 

 At St. Mary’s/ St. Isidore’s 
Church: St. Mary’s Church 
has Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament from 1 – 6 p.m. ev-
ery Wednesday. The Legion of 
Mary meetings are held at St. 
Mary’s Center every Monday 
at 6:30 p.m. The Knights of Co-
lumbus pray the Rosary at St. 
Isidore’s Church every fourth 
Sunday of each month before 
Mass. The next Knights of 
Columbus meeting will be held 
on August 29 at St. Isidore’s 
Church with Rosary at 6:30 
p.m and meeting to follow 7 
p.m. If you are interested in 
going to confession during the 
week, you may let Fr. Francis 
know and he will be happy to 
hear your confession after dai-
ly Mass or by appointment. He 
will be doing confessions on 
First Fridays and Saturdays 4 
pm at Holy Angels. 

 Family Pathways Aging 
Services: These wonderful 
programs are available to our 
area and surrounding areas 
to assist those who may be 
in need of a little extra help. 
Provided are in-home social 
visits (non-medical), assisted 
transportation appointments, 
groceries, church, etc. Also, 
light housekeeping, laundry, 
menu planning/meal prep. 
There is also a caregiver 
consulting program. They 
offer caregiver support groups, 
a time to share and listen to 
others who are also caring for 
others. Volunteers are needed 
to help with all of these pro-
grams. Please call 320-364-1115 
to become part of making a 
difference in the lives of those 
in need.

WIllow 
River News

Kathi
Bennett
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Askov royalty candidates

Aubreigh Rodenborg

Age: 6

Grade: 1st

Parents: Daniel & Tricia 
Rodenborg

Sponsor: Main Street 
Grocery

Community Service: Made 
pictures and treats for 
nursing home and assisted 
living residents; picked up 
school supplies from people 
and delivered to a local 
supply drive.

Carly Watrin

Age: 16

Grade: 11th at East Central High School

Parents: Pete Watrin and Arika Faber

Sponsor: 23 Hardware & Lumber

Community Service: Mid Summer Ablesviers, National Night 
out, PHASE (Pine Habilitation And Supported Employment), 
Bruno Thrift Store.

Isabella Olson

Age: 16

Grade: 11th

Parents: Tony Olson and Alisa Pahkala

Sponsor: Askov Greenhouse and Nursery

Community Service: The Little Mermaid Cafe in Askov filling in 
as a waitress on weekends, Askov Thirft Store in the summer, 
coaching summer volleyball at our school to help raise money 
for the volleyball program, Pine County History Museum witht 
the band and basketball team, the Rutabaga Festival helping 
run the Abelskiver food stand, the Pine Center for the Arts 
helping welcome customers into the establishment, the salvation 
army camp, national night out, helping run track events, and I 
have done marching band in the summer to help raise money 
for the band program.

Leslie Schneider

Age: 6

Grade: 1st

Parents: Steve and Kelly 
Schneider

Sponsor: Schneider Custom 
Meats

Piper Sahlen

Age: 6

Grade: 1st

Parents: Travis and Nikki 
Sahlen

Sponsor: Docs on 23

Community Service: 
Volunteered 4 hours at 
the Pine County History 
Museum.

Raina Zaudtke

Age: 16

Grade: 11th

Parents: Lisa Clark and Casey Zaudtke

Sponsor: North Pine Aggregate

Community Service: Painting for fair and highway pickup.

Zoey Gebhart

Age: 16

Grade: 11th

Parents: Savidy Gebhart and Jason Ripley

Sponsor: Askov Deep Rock

Community Service: Picked up trash at state parks, weeded 
town gardens, I’ve been on the National Night Out committee 
since it started 3 years ago, helped my neighbors with outside 
chores such as lawnmowing.

Rutabega Festival

MISS ASKOVLITTLE MISS ASKOV

Kylie Good

Age: 6

Grade: 1st

Parents: Nicole Gebhart & 
Chris Good

Sponsor: Jensen Tractor 
Sales

Community Service: A friend 
and  I ran a lemonade stand 
in town and all the proceeds 
were donated to the Askov 
Fair Board. My mom and 
I drove around town and 
picked up trash. I colored 
pictures for people around 
town and delivered to their 
homes. I donated books to 
East Central School. Helped 
my sponsors business 
Jensen Tractor. I also put 
words of encouragement in 
P.O. Boxes in town.

McKenzie Ludwig

Age: 16

Grade: 11th

Parents: Travis and Beverly Ludwig

Sponsor: Sebald’s

Community Service: East Central youth sports camps, 
highway cleanups, Askov’s Christmas tea, Feed my Starving 
Children, church nursery and many other fundraising 
events.
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Local entrepreneurs find sweet success
 BY JAMIE LUND

NEWS@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

Take classes or join a bee 
club, advise beekeepers Tony 
Letourneau and Bill Randall. 
They agreed that advice helped 
them become more successful 
in the beginning of their ven-
tures and avoid a few common 
pitfalls.

“A lot can go wrong,” Bill 
said. 

His son, Zander, decided to 
take up beekeeping to earn 
a merit badge for boy scouts 
in insect studies 12 years 
ago. “The other kids studied 
monarch butterflies,” Nancy 
Randall said with a laugh. Her 
son earned his badge and con-
tinued to grow his hives into 
a family hobby. His parents 
took over while Zander left for 
college.

Tony, 54, wanted to improve 
the pollination in his garden 
for a better bounty. He said his 
goal is to have a sustainable 
lifestyle on his country prop-
erty on the border of Hinckley 
and Cloverdale. He attended 
a day long Bee Symposium at 
Fond du Lac Tribal and Com-
munity College in Cloquet. The 
winter class is a partnership 
with the Northeast Minnesota 
Beekeepers Association and 
helps newbies navigate the 
beekeeping process. Topics can 
include, equipment, general 
troubleshooting, hive health 
and bee behavior.

Jeff Charnes, member of the 
beekeepers association, said 
they keep hives at the college 
and use them to help educate 
newcomers. 

“In normal years we sponsor 
hive inspections with our club 
maintained hives at FDLTCC 
before each regular meeting,” 
Charnes said. “This gives peo-
ple who are new or uncertain a 
chance to watch and work with 
one of our “pros” to get hands-
on experience in a controlled 
environment.”

He said they also offer mem-
bers the opportunity to order 
bees. The bees are ordered in 
January and delivered in the 
spring.

“The difference in the garden 
was amazing,” Tony said. 
“Even the maple trees did bet-
ter. It was jaw dropping.”

He purchased his first 
swarm, including the very 
important queen bee, for about 
$130 through the bee associa-
tion. 

He said sometimes bees will 
divide their swarm. His swarm 
divided and he went from one 
hive to nine in his first sum-
mer.

“The first year was insane,” 
Tony said. “Bees do what bees 

do. I had to climb to the top of a 
tall pine tree to catch a swarm 
of bees that had divided from 
their group.”

The Randalls had a similar 
situation their first year while 
Bill was away. Nancy called in 
a panic because a huge swarm 
of bees broke off and were 
grouped together. She even-
tually called a neighboring 
beekeeper to help her move the 
swarm into a hive.

Tony joined the beekeepers 
association. They hold month-
ly meetings at the college in 
normal times, but virtually 
since the pandemic and serve 
residents from Hibbing to 
Hinckley. 

Bill and Tony said one of 
the first things they learned 
during class was to put up an 
electric fence immediately to 
deter hungry bears looking for 
a sweet treat.

Bill said he took Zander to 
the University of Minnesota for 
classes when they first started 
the project. 

Another challenge for many 
in Minnesota is to keep the 
bees alive through the winter. 

Tony explained they use 
their tiny wings to cool 
the hive in the summer 
and warm it in the winter 
months. He said moisture in 
the hive during the winter 
causes many bees to die. 

Two out of nine hives 
survived the winter his 
first year of beekeeping, 
said Tony. He feeds the bees 
honey and pollen patties in 
the winter. 

Both families said their 
hobby can cost more than 
they make selling bee prod-
ucts. 

Each bee hive is about 
$300. 

Last year a bear destroyed 
Tony’s last surviving hive 
and he did not get any 
honey. This year he has 100 
pounds of honey. He uses 
the bee wax to make mus-
tache wax and beard balm, 
which he sells to friends and 
people from his church on 
request. He is also experi-
menting with a coffee fla-
vored honey. Tony is in the 
process of preparing to sell 
his bee products at the new 
candy store in Cloverdale. 

The Randalls extracted 15 
five gallons pails of honey 
this year. They said honey 
collected in the spring is 
clover flavored and lighter 
in color than the fall honey. 
Nancy said there are sev-
eral steps in the extraction 
process; scrape the end caps 
off, extract the honey from 
the frames, filter the honey 

to catch stray pieces of wax 
or little bee legs or wings and 

finally to bottle the finished 
product. They also make cute 
little beeswax candles and 
chapstick. The Randalls have a 
steady following that purchase 
their products and are not 
interested in expanding their 
hobby.

Residents interested in more 
information or to purchase 
honey can call Tony at 320-279-
7528.

Visit  www.nemnba.org for 
more information about the 
bee symposium or the NE Min-
nesota beekeepers association 
or email NEMNBeekeepers@
gmail.com.

� JAMIE LUNDIHINCKLEY NEWS

Tony Letourneau wears a bee coat for protection as he smokes the bees. He 
said it subdues the bees to allow him to look inside the hives. The bees tend to 
get more aggressive and protective of their hives in the fall months. 

JAMIE LUNDIHINCKLEYNEWS

This frame has capped honey 
cells on the left, bees filling 
cells in the middle and the 
babies are on the end. They 
look like corn kernels.

Nancy Randall demonstrates 
how she removes the wax 
endcaps off of the honey cells in 
order to extract the honey. 

The honey bee is the only 
insect that produces food 
eaten by man

Honey bees fly at up to 15 
miles per hour

A honey bee visits 50-100 
flowers during a collection 
trip.

A colony may contain 40,000-
60,000 bees during the late 
spring or early summer.

The queen may mate with up 
to 17 drones over a one-two 
day mating period.

A honey bee can fly for up to 
six miles and as fast as 15 
miles per hour.

Only female bees can sting, 
drones cannot. 

FUN FACTS

Dixen Family Reunion brings 
family together

The biennial Dixen 
Family Reunion was held 
Sunday, July 18 at the 
Askov Pavilion with 42 
family members present. 
Eight family members 
are full-blooded Danes. Of 
the original nine Dixen 
sibling family ancestors, 
descendants of four, from 
Bertha, Ellen, Thora 
and Holger Dixen, were 
present. Greetings from 
absent families were 
extended, and there was 
a remembrance for those 
who passed away since 
the last reunion.  Other 
significant family events 
included acknowledging 
births, deaths, marriag-
es, anniversaries, school 
accomplishments, etc. A 

delicious pot-luck meal 
highlighted the enjoyable 
afternoon. Those attend-
ing include: George and 
Blondie Frederiksen, 
Laurie Jorgensen and 
Russell Jorgensen, of 
Askov; Derrell and Jean 
Jensen of Bruno; Bruce 
and Joyce Christensen 
and MJ McGhee, Stan 
and Rita Jensen of Sand-
stone; Sandy Weicht and 
Matt Weicht of Elk River; 
Heidi, Randall and Tan-
ner Belanger of Grand 
Rapids; Donald Johnson 
of Valley Springs, SD; 
Marilyn Madison of 
Adrian; Richard and Jean 
Jensen of Lino Lakes; 
Frands and Jude Jensen 
of Moundsview; Amanda 

Jensen of Lino Lakes; 
Wendy Dixen-Dadez of 
New Richmond, Wisc.; 
Sarah Dixen of Winona; 
Arden and Dee Jensen of 
Wyoming, Minn.; Adam, 
Sarah, Skyy, and Lily 
Jensen and Isaiah Kem-
pert of Pine City; Grete 
Brown Krause of Hugo; 
Gerald and Kathy Nelson, 
Justin and Margaret Nel-
son of Isanti; Kinsley Wil-
son of Stark; Margie and 
Rhianna Hall of Brookyn 
Park; David Dixen and 
Carol Pierce of White 
Bear Lake. Donations 
were made to the Askov 
Pine County Museum 
and Askov Fair Board as 
an appreciation for use of 
their facilities. 

Essentia Health-Moose Lake Clinic
Wednesday, September 15, 2021  |  4pm to 6pm

4572 County Road 61  |  Moose Lake, MN

OPEN HOUSE

EssentiaHealth.org
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SHERIFF’S REPORT AND JAIL ROSTER

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Aug. 16 – 22
Theft, burglary, vandalism
Aug. 15, 3:06 p.m., report of a 

theft, State Highway 23 S, 
Sandstone

Aug. 16, 10:48 a.m., report of 
burglary, State Highway 48, 
Hinckley

Aug. 17, 2:28 p.m., report of a 
theft, Wildlife Road, Sandstone

Aug. 18, 7:53 p.m., report of bur-
glary, Iron Horse Road, Hinckley

Aug. 19, 4:00 a.m., report of 
burglary, Old Military Road S, 
Sandstone

Aug. 21, 7:42 a.m., report of shop-
lifting, 1st Street SE, Hinckley

JAIL ROSTER
Aug. 16
BULL, MICHAEL WILLIAM
	 Probable Cause: Burglary-3rd 

Deg-Steal/Commit Felony or 
Gross Misd-Fleeing a Peace 
Officer By a Means Other Than A 
Motor Vehicle

CLEMMENS, DUSTIN DANIEL
	 Hold For Other Agency-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Drugs-5th 
Degree-Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4-Not Small Amount Mari-
juana-Probable Cause-Confined 
But Not Convicted-Fugitive 
from Justice from Other State-
Pine County Warrant-Confined 
But Not Convicted-Violate No 
Contact Order-Within 10 years 
of the first of two or more 
convictions

DAY, MARCHEL SIMON
	 Pine County Warrant: Failure 

to Appear warrant 58CR21371 
Issued by Pine, MN-Drugs-5th 
Degree-Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4-Not Small Amount 
Marijuana 

GUNDERSON, SCOTT ANDREW
	 Hold For Other Agency: 

Arrest-Gross Misdemeanor 
warrant

HALL, BOBBY HAROLD
	 Pine County Warrant: Failure 

to Appear warrant 58CR21407 
issued by Pine, MN-Theft-Take/
Use/Transfer Movable Prop-No 
Consent

LAFAVE, EDWARD JAMES
	 Pine County Warrant-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Check Forg-
ery-Offer/Possess W/Intent to 
Defraud-Hold For Other Agency- 
Confined But Not Convict-
ed-Check Forgery-Offer/Possess 
W/Intent to Defraud-Arrest of 
Adult

SHEPARDSON, JOHN
	 Probable Cause: Drivers’ 

Licenses-Driving-Traffic-DWI- 
Refuse to submit to chemical 
test; Breath or test refusal or 
failure-DWI-Fourth-Degree 
Driving While Impaired; De-
scribed-Drivers’ Licenses-Driving 
Restrictions-Alcohol/Controlled 
Substance

STELLMACH, RYAN
	 Summons: Domestic As-

sault-Misdemeanor-Intention-
ally Inflicts/Attempts to Inflict 
Bodily Harm on Another-Cus-
tody, Dissolution, Legal 
Separation-Temporary order or 
restraining order violation

Aug. 17
BENJAMIN, DANIELLE ANN
	 Pine County Warrant: Failure 

to Appear warrant 58CR21300 
Issued by Pine, MN-Receiving 
Stolen Property-Traffic Regu-
lation-Driver Fails to Stop at 
Entrance of Through High-
way-Driver Must Carry Proof 
of Insurance when Operating 
Vehicle-Drivers License-Driving 
without a valid license for 
vehicle class or type 

PANGERL, ERIC LEE
	 Pine County Warrant: Bench Fel-

ony warrant 58CR191341 issued 
by Pine, MN-5th Degree-Pos-
sess Schedule 1,2,3,4-Not Small 
Amount Marijuana

PETERSON, KENNETH JAMES 
Probable Cause: Disorderly Con-
duct-Theft-Take/Use/Transfer 
Movable Prop-No Consent-Tam-
per With Motor Vehicle/Enter 
w/o Owner Permission

PFEIFER, WHITNEY LYNN
	 Pine County Warrant: Failure 

to Appear warrant 58CR191341 
issued by Pine, MN-Tres-
pass-Premises of Another-Re-
fuse to Depart

Aug. 18
BENJAMINSON, DAVID ALLEN
	 Probable Cause: Receiving 

Stolen Property
DOBYNS, DONOVAN JOSEPH
	 Hold For Other Agency: Failure 

to Appear Warrant-Fugitive 
from Justice from Other State

MITCHELL, JAMES WILLIAM
	 Probable Cause: DWI-Operate 

Motor Vehicle Under Influence 
of Alcohol

MLASKOCH, BRADD LOUIS 
JAMES

    Probable Cause: Harassment; 
Restraining Order-Violate 
Restraining Order

VANDEVERE, SHEILA STARR
	 Probable Cause-Confined But 

Not Convicted-Damage to 
Property-1st Degree-Value Re-
duced oVer $1000-Assault-2nd 
Degree-Dangerous Weapon-Ar-
rest of Adult

ZACCARDI, DOMINIC
	 Hold For Other Agency-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Possess 
Ammo/Any Firearm-Conviction 
or Adjudicated Delinquent for 
Crime of Violence-Arrest of 
Adult

Aug. 19
BEAULIEU, DAMIEN LEE
	 Hold For Other Agency-Confined 

But Not Convicted- Criminal 
Sex Conduct-3rd Degree-Victim 
Under 13 Actor Not > 36 m 
older-Probable Cause-Confined 
But Not Convicted-Burglary-1st 
Deg-Poss Dangerous Weapon/
Explosive-Theft-Take/Drive Mo-
tor Vehicle-No Owner Consent-

	 Machine Guns and Short-Bar-
reled Shotguns-Acts-Theft-
Take/Use/Transfer Movable 
Prop-No Consent-Give Peace 
Officer False Name/Birth-
date/ID Card-Obstruct Legal 
Process-Interfere w/ Peace 
Officer-Receiving Stolen Proper-
ty-Arrest of Adult

HAFSLUND, EUGENE SCOTT
    Probable Cause: DWI-Third-

Degree Driving While Impaired; 
Aggravating Factor-Disorderly 
Conduct

KING, ERIC LEE
	 Probable Cause-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Introduce 
Contraband-Drug/Liquor Into 
Jail/Lockup/Prison-Drugs-5th 
Degree-Sale-Schedule IV con-
trolled substance mixture-Ar-
rest of Adult

LEWIS, DEVONTA JAMES    
	 Pine County Warrant-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Traf-
fic-DWI-Refuse to submit to 
chemical test; Blood or urine as 
required by search warrant

Aug. 20
CARLSON, JONATHON DAVID	

Probable Cause-Confined But 
Not Convicted-Traffic-DWI-Op-
erate Motor Vehicle Under 
Influence of Alcohol-Arrest of 
Adult

DEMARS-HUSER, LEANNA
	 Probable Cause-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Drugs-5th 
Degree-Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4-Not Small Amount 
Marijuana-Arrest of Adult

NIEMANN, DOUGLAS

	 Hold For Other Agency-Confined 
But Not Convicted-Drugs-5th 
Degree-Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4-Not Small Amount Mari-
juana-Probable Cause-Confined 
But Not Convicted-Drugs-5th 
Degree-Sale-Marijuana mixture 
except small amount of 
marijuana with now remunera-
tion-Arrest of Adult

POHL, CORY EDWARD
	 Hold For Other Agency-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Domestic 
Abuse No Contact Order-Violate 
No Contact Order-Misdemean-
or-Pine County Warrant-Con-
fined But Not Convicted-Violate 
Contact Order-Within 10 years 
of the first of two or more con-
victions-Domestic Assault-Felo-
ny-Arrest of Adult

Aug. 21
BACHMAN, KIMBERLY ANN
	 Probable Cause-Confined But 

Not Convicted-Traffic-DWI-Op-
erate Motor Vehicle-Alcohol 
Concentration 0.08 Within 
2 Hours-DWI_Fourth-De-
gree-Driving While Impaired-De-
scribed-Traffic-Open bottle 
law; drinking and consumption; 
crime described-Arrest of Adult

CUSICK, JORDAN THOMAS
	 Probable Cause-Confined But 

Not Convicted-Traffic-Drivers 
License-Driving After Cancella-
tion-Theft-Take/Use/Transfer 
Movable Prop-No Consent-Ar-
rest of Adult

GRUNOW, TAYLOR TIMOTHY
	 Probable Cause-Confined But 

Not Convicted-Traffic-DWI-Op-
erate Motor Vehicle Under 
Influence of Alcohol-Arrest of 
Adult

MILLER, BRIANNA LEI
	 Hold For Other Agency: Ar-

rest-Felony warrant
PIXLEY, TIMOTHY JOSEPH
	 Probable Cause-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Traf-
fic-DWI-Fourth-Degree Driving 
While Impaired; Described-Ar-
rest of Adult

SCHMITZ, SCOTT LEE
	 Probable Cause-Confined But 

Not Convicted-Emergency 
Telephone Calls/Communi-
cations-Interrupt, Interfere, 
Impede, Disrupt 911 Call-Do-
mestic Assault-GM-Subsequent 
Violation-Hold For Other Agen-
cy-Confined But Not Convict-
ed-Domestic Abuse No Contact 
Order-Violate No Contact 
Order-Misdemeanor-Arrest of 
Adult

WINTER, AMY LEE
	 Hold For Other Agency: Ar-

rest-Misdemeanor Warrant
Aug. 22
CARLSON, ASHLEY LYNN
	 Probable Cause-Confined But 

Not Convicted-Theft-Take/
Drive Motor Vehicle-No Owner 
Consent-Fleeing a Peace Officer 
in a Motor Vehicle-Fleeing a 
Peace Officer By a Means Other 
Than a Motor Vehicle-Escape 
From Custody-Held Pursuant to 
Lawful Arrest, While on Charge 
or Conviction or Adjudica-
tion-Arrest of Adult

KEHBORN, TRAVIS JOHN    
	 Probable Cause-Confined But 

Not Convicted-Assault-2nd De-
gree-Dangerous Weapon-Arrest 
of Adult

LEWIS, DEVONTA JAMES    
	 Probable Cause-Confined But 

Not Convicted-Order for Protec-
tion-Arrest of Adult

PRATT, COREY EDWARD
	 Probable Cause-Confined 

But Not Convicted-Drugs-5th 
Degree-Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4-Not Small Amount 
Marijuana-Arrest of Adult

Man charged with murder after 
woman’s body found in Isanti County

STAFF REPORT
NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

Richard Melvin Peterson II, age 37, has been 
charged with second-degree murder in the death of 
Amanda Jo Vangrinsven, a 32-year-old Isanti woman. 

The charges followed a five-day search for Van-
grinsven, which included hundreds of volunteers 
and numerous law enforcement agencies and other 
emergency departments. That search came to a 
conclusion on Tuesday, Aug. 10 with the discovery of 
Vangrinsven’s remains on private property. 

According to a press release co-written by the 
Isanti County Sheriff’s Office and Isanti Police 
Department, investigators were executing a search 
warrant on the 300 block of 261st Avenue NW in 
Athens Township when the body was located on 
the property. 

The search for Amanda Jo
Vangrinsven was first reported missing on Friday, 

Aug. 6 when she failed to report to work at the Isanti 
VFW. Initial reports indicated she left the VFW on 
Thursday evening and traveled to the Dugout Bar 
and Grill in Bethel in another person’s vehicle. She 
was last reported to have left that location around 
11 p.m. and was in a vehicle traveling in a northwest 
direction. It was also reported that her cell phone 
had been turned off at some point.

The search began in earnest on Saturday, Aug. 7 
with friends and family recruiting volunteers to help 
in the search during the Isanti Street Dance and via 
a Facebook page. They organized searches, which 
covered hundreds of acres of public and private land 
during the daylight hours of Sunday, Monday, and 
Tuesday. The search was set to continue on Wednes-
day before law enforcement informed the family of 
the discovery of the body.

“Law enforcement agencies would like to thank the 
members of the public and the media who gave so will-
ingly of their time in searching as well as sharing the 
information on Amanda Jo,” read the press release.

Peterson arrested, charged
Peterson, the lone suspect in Vangrinsven’s death, 

was formally charged with 2nd degree murder - with 
intent - not premeditated on Aug. 19.

Detectives from both the Isanti County Sheriff’s 
Office and Isanti Police Department placed 37-year-
old Richard Melvin Peterson under arrest on Aug. 17. 

According to a search warrant obtained by mul-
tiple Twin Cities news stations, her body was found 
partially buried on a property owned by Peterson. 
Preliminary examination indicated a “projectile 
consistent with a bullet” in her skull.

Initial interviews with Peterson were riddled with 
“inconsistencies” in his story, one of which was his 
claim he dropped her back off at the Isanti VFW 
after leaving the Dugout Bar and Grill in Bethel.

Peterson will be held in the Isanti County Jail pend-
ing the posting of bail, which was set at $3 million 
without conditions or $1 million with the conditions 
Peterson does not leave Minnesota without written 
court approval, does not ship/transport/possess or 
receive firearms or ammo, no alcohol/controlled 
substance use, no contact with the victim’s family, he 
does not enter bars or liquor stores, no use or posses-
sion of firearms or dangerous weapons, no possession 
of alcohol or drugs, he is subject to GPS monitoring, 
he remain law-abiding, he makes all future court 
appearances, and he submits to initial/base UA.

Peterson’s next court appearance is scheduled 
for Sept. 1, 2021, where he may enter his plea on 
the charge.

Woman charged 
with assault in 

Hinckley
STAFF REPORT

NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

A Hinckley woman has been charged with assault 
with a dangerous weapon and damage to property after 
allegedly throwing bricks through windows of a resi-
dence and at the woman inside. 

On Aug. 18, at approximately 5:22 p.m., two Pine Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office deputies were dispatched to an ad-
dress on Tower Road in Hinckley based on a report of a 
naked female standing outside the complainant’s house 
who was breaking windows on her truck and house. 

Deputies arrived at the residence and identified 
the suspect female as Sheila Starr Vandevere, 34, 
of Hinckley. 

Deputies report that Vandevere was unclothed and un-
cooperative with deputies. She told them her kids were 
in the basement of the house. Vandevere was detained. 

Deputies observed that three windows to the house 
were broken out, part of the siding was pulled from 
the wall, and the windshield was broken on a vehicle. 
Deputies observed several bricks on the hood of the 
vehicle, pieces of brick on the deck, and pieces of brick 
inside the house.

Deputies spoke to the resident, who said she was inside 
the house and heard her dog barking. She looked out the 
window and saw a naked woman hitting the windshield 
of her vehicle with a brick. The resident went to lock 
the front door and call 911 when the woman attempted 
to push the door open to enter the house. The resident 
said the woman then threw a brick through the window 
behind her, which hit the resident in the back of the 
head. The resident stated the impact caused her to bend 
over, but not fall over. The resident said she felt pain in 
her head, and a deputy observed a red mark on the back 
of her head. 

The resident obtained a damage estimate re-
lated to her home and her vehicle with a total in 
excess of $10,000.

Vandevere faces two felony charges: second-degree as-
sault with a dangerous weapon and first-degree damage 
to property. The maximum penalty for these charges is 
seven years in prison, a $14,000 fine, or both. 

� PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Amanda Jo VangrinsvenRichard Melvin Peterson II
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICES

Finlayson Township
Special Meeting

Along with the regular monthly 
meeting Finlayson Township 
will be holding a special 
meeting to discuss Reuer Road 
on September 9, 2021, at 6:00 
p.m.

Published in the Askov 
American Aug. 26, Sept. 2, 

2021

CITY OF WILLOW RIVER
NOTICE OF HEARING TO 

AMEND THE 
LIQUOR ORDINANCE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Notice is hereby given that the 
City Council of Willow River will 
meet in the Council Chambers 
of City Hall, 8099 County Hwy 
61, Willow River, at 7:00 P.M. 
on September 7th, 2021, to 
approve an amended liquor 
ordinance.  Such persons 
as desire to be heard with 
reference to the proposed 
amendment of the liquor 
ordinance will be heard at this 
meeting.
Diane Nelson	
City Clerk

Published in the Askov 
American August 26, 

September 2, 2021

TOWNSHIP OF 
STURGEON LAKE

 PINE COUNTY
 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-20
SUMMARY OF STURGEON 
LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING 
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

The Town Board of Sturgeon 
Lake Township, on August 
12, 2021, adopted an 
amendment to the Sturgeon 
Lake Township Zoning and 
Subdivision Ordinance entitled 
“An Ordinance Amending 
Sturgeon Lake Township 
Zoning Ordinance Relating To 
Solid Waste Transfer Stations, 
Recycling Facilities, Household 
Hazardous Waste And Yard 
Waste And Composting 
Facilities.” This ordinance 
amendment allows for the 
issuance of a conditional use 
permit for solid waste transfer 
stations, recycling facilities, 
household hazardous waste 
transfer stations, recycling 
facilities, household hazardous 
waste and yard waste and 
composting facilities, and sets 
conditions for the issuance of 
such conditional use permits. 
A copy of all the entire zoning 
ordinance is available at the 
Moose Lake public library, or 
may be obtained by contacting 
the Township Clerk, Nedene 
Kuhlman, at 218-380-3743. 
Passed by the Township Board 
for the Township of Sturgeon 
Lake this 12th day of August, 
2021. 
Nedene Kuhlman
Township Clerk 

Published in the Askov 
American on August 26, 2021

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
December 20, 2004
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$122,720.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Chad T. 
LeMay and Lori J. LeMay, 
Husband and Wife
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, 
as nominee for Decision One 
Mortgage Company, LLC, its 
successors and assigns
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING: 
Recorded: January 04, 2005 
Pine County Recorder
Document Number: 440136
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE:
And assigned to: HSBC 
Mortgage Services, Inc.
Dated: May 20, 2006
Recorded: June 30, 2006 Pine 
County Recorder
Document Number: A 456310
And assigned to: U.S. Bank 
Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF8 
Master Participation Trust
Dated: September 23, 2013
Recorded: November 04, 2013 
Pine County Recorder
Document Number: A511494
And assigned to: Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, 
not in its individual capacity 
but solely as Owner Trustee of 
CSMC 2020-RPL2 Trust
Dated: May 11, 2021
Recorded: May 24, 2021 Pine 
County Recorder
Document Number: A561688
Transaction Agent: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
Transaction Agent Mortgage 
Identification Number: 
100077910003217110
Lender or Broker: Decision One 
Mortgage Company, LLC
Residential Mortgage Servicer: 
Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc.
Mortgage Originator: Not 
Applicable
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Pine
Property Address: 10696 Pine 
Bough Rd, Pine City, MN 
55063-4599
Tax Parcel ID Number: 
29.0019.001
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: The West 290 
feet of the North 982 feet of 
the Northeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 
1, Township 38, Range 22, Pine 
County, MN
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF 
NOTICE: $151,665.67
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been 
complied with; that no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover 
the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof; 
PURSUANT to the power 
of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above-described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
September 30, 2021 at 10:00 
AM
PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff’s 
Office, 635 Northridge Drive 
NW
Pine City, MN 55063
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorney fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 
six (6) months  from the date of 
said sale by the mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives 
or assigns.
If the Mortgage is not reinstated 
under Minn. Stat. §580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. §580.23, the 
Mortgagor must vacate the 
property on or before 11:59 
p.m. on March 30, 2022, or 
the next business day if March 
30, 2022 falls on a Saturday, 

Sunday or legal holiday.
Mortgagor(s) released from 
financial obligation:  NONE
THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER 
IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.
DATED: August 06, 2021
ASSIGNEE OF MORTGAGEE: 
Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as 
Owner Trustee of CSMC 2020-
RPL2 Trust
Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Assignee of 
Mortgagee
7616 Currell Blvd; Ste 200
Woodbury, MN 55125-2296
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 029863F04

Published in the Askov 
American on August 12,19, 26, 

September 2, 9, 16, 2021

MINUTES

HINCKLEY-FINLAYSON 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OFFICIAL MEETING 

MINUTES
I.S.D. 2165

JULY 12, 2021
The Hinckley-Finlayson School 
Board held its regular meeting 
at 7:00 pm at Hinckley-
Finlayson High School.  
Members present were: Chair 
Steve Grinsteinner, Vice 
Chair Jodi Storlie, Treasurer 
Leo Irlbeck, Clerk Mary Ellen 
VonRueden, Director Angela 
Grochowski,
 Director David Ubl, 
Director Shelly Skaff and 
Superintendent Rob Prater. 
Technology Director  Leisa 
Knuaf, HFHS Principal Brian 
Masterson, Union Rep Erich 
Richter, Hinckley News Rep 
Jennifer Yocum-Stans, Lisa 
Hodena, George Gimpl and 
ICS Rep Justin Maaninga. 
Agenda Motion by Grochowski, 
second by Skaff  to approve the 
agenda.  Motion Carried
ICS Report
Vision Facilities project 
report- Justin Maaninga, ICS 
will be present Pine County 
Recommendation Letter 1
Pine County Recommendation 
Letter 2
Motion by VonRueden, second 
by Irlbeck  to approve bids for 
Vision building.  Motion Carried
Open Forum None
Consent Agenda 
A. 
Minutes- June 2021
B. 
Bank Accounts- June 2021
Bank Numbers
Total District Funds 6/30/2021    
$5,978,826.20
Total District Funds w/o Bonds   

$5,555,809.02
C. Resignations- 
Nick Theis, Mechanic, effective 
June 17, 2021.
Erich Richter, Junior High 
Football Coach (only).
Laura Schmitz, HES 1st grade 
teacher.
Amy Schmitz, FES STEAM 
teacher.
Bailey Cramer, Cheerleading 
Advisor. 
Krista Matson, Community 
Education Coordinator. 
Effective June 30, 2021.
D. Employment-
Amanda Davis Adjustment, 
from HES Paraprofessional 
to VPK Teacher. BA, Step 
1 $42,555 per hiring letter 
(replaces Vera Meyer)
Mandy Hartl Adjustment, from 
HFHS Admin. Assistant to 
Activities Director/Dean per 
hiring letter (replaces Cheryl 
Bjerke)
Matt Glowacki, HES Art 
Teacher, BA step 4 $43,493 
(replaces Kirsten Mace)
Mallory Greenwaldt, Pine 
County Transitions Teacher, 
BA step 1 $42,555 per hiring 
letter(replaces Rachel Schulze)
Justin Hanson, Mechanic per 
hiring letter. Effective July 13, 
2021.
E.
Leave of absence-
Hannah Bjerke, maternity 
leave, September 7, 2021 
through September 20, 2021. 
Medical need documented.
F. 
Depository-Continue with 
the same three depositories. 
Woodlands National Bank 
Hinckley, Northview Bank of 
Finlayson, and Minnesota 
Liquid Asset Fund.
G. Investment/Legal Counsel/
District Policies- Recommend 
the continuation of the policy to 
authorize the Superintendent 
and/or Treasurer to invest 
available funds in legal 
securities and to sell such 
securities as needed for the 
operation of the district during 
the 2021 - 2022 school year.
H. Directory information- 
Recommend the board to 
adopt a resolution designating 
the following as directory 
information . The following will 
be in the fall newsletter:
Directory Information Declared
In compliance with Section 
99.3 of the Data Privacy Act, 
the Hinckley-Finlayson Public 
Schools declares, the following 
information relating to students 
to be “directory information”: 
student’s name, address, 
telephone number, date and 
place of birth, participation 
in school activities, dates of 
attendance school
 awards received, previous 
schools attended, and other 
similar information. What this 
means is that the school will 
release upon request the above 
information regarding students 
to military recruiters, colleges, 
tech schools and congressmen.
Students and parents have the 
right to refuse to permit the 
designation of any or all of the 
above categories of personally 
identifiable information as 
directory information with 
respect to the student.
I. 
Activity
Fund Signatories- Recommend 
the following:
Hinckley   
Finlayson
N/A - Under Board Control   
To Transfer Funds Only
Suzie Geiger
Rob Prater 
Vonda Beckman 
Bonnie Scullard
Joanne Bruns
J. 

Imprest Fund- Recommend we 
continue this fund at $6,000 per 
month. 
Signature authorization- Joanne 
Bruns, Julie
 Nelson, Vonda Beckman, Rob 
Prater.
K. 
Enrollment
 Requests-  Recommend the 
Board continue to authorize 
the superintendent to approve 
appropriate enrollment requests 
between school districts. 
Superintendent will update 
the board annually on open 
enrollment status.
L. 
Bill
 Prepayment-  Recommend 
continued authorization
 for the superintendent to pay 
selected bills prior to board 
approval. The bills approved 
include those that provide a 
discount for early payment, 
need to be paid in order to 
avoid late fees or finance 
charges, and/or bills that have 
prior approval from the board 
through the regular budget 
process will be paid before 
board approval.  In addition to 
the bills that provide a discount 
for early payment or those that 
need to be paid in order to 
avoid late fees, we would like 
to include a statement that all 
invoices
 should be paid within 30 days.  
By law, school districts have 45 
days to pay invoices, however 
it is good business practice to 
pre-pay when possible.
M. 
Health
 and Safety Policies- In an 
on-going effort to
 keep employees and 
students safe from injury the 
Hinckley-Finlayson Schools 
maintains written health and 
safety programs to comply 
with Federal and State 
governmental requirements, i.e. 
OSHA
*Accident and Injury Reduction 
Program   
*Hearing Conservation
*Asbestos   
*Indoor Air Quality
*Bloodborne Pathogens   
*Lead in water
*Chemical Hygiene     
*Lockout/Tagout
*Community Right to Know     
*Machine Guarding
*Compressed Gas Cylinders   
*Personal Protective Equipment
*Confined Space   
*Playground Safety
*Emergency Action   
*Underground Storage Tanks
*Employee Right to Know   
*Welding, Cutting and Brazing
*Hazardous Waste
We, the Hinckley-Finlayson 
School Board, endorse the
 development, implementation, 
and maintenance of these 
health and safety written plans.
N. 
Attachment 10- Approval as 
required by law
1. Accident investigation   
Joe France, Sarah Beckrich, 
Sarah Severson
and safety committee
2. Bloodborne pathogens   
Maria Bernhardt
3. Asbestos   
Joe France
4. Bleachers   
Joe France
5. Chemical Hygiene   
Joe Ranger
6. Fire and Life Safety    
Joe France  
7. Indoor Air Quality
Joe France
8. Machine Guarding   
To be determined   (Resource 
Training and Solutions)  
9. Management Asst.   
Scott George (Resource 
Training and Solutions)

10. Mercury    
Scott George (Resource 
Training and Solutions)
11. Safety Committee   
Scott George (Resource 
Training and  Solutions)
O. 
Local Collaborative Time 
Study- Renewal of agreement 
with Pine County Collaborative 
for $2,000 for clerical time to 
conduct LCTS. 
P. 
Policy Renewal- Recommend 
renewal of all district policies as 
of July 1, 2021.
Q.
Indian Education Parent 
By-laws- Recommend 
re-approval for compliance in 
several categorical aids and 
grants.
R.
Bond Payments- Payment of 
bond interest from MSDLAF+ 
as follows:
     2016A - $  35,300.00
     2017A - $  20,167.50
     2017B - $  39,300.00
     2018A - $147,150.00
     2019A - $  17,387.50
S.
District Legal Counsel- 
Recommend continuing with 
Rupp, Anderson, Squires, and 
Waldspurger as legal counsel. 
As per past practice, the 
Superintendent, Board Chair, 
and Principals are authorized 
to contact legal counsel. This 
authority can be delegated to 
other staff, such as St. Croix 
River Education staff by the 
Superintendent in writing.
T.
Minnesota State High School 
League Resolution-
Approval to join and pay dues 
to the Minnesota State High 
School League for the 2021- 22 
school year.
U.
Education Identity And Access 
Management Board Resolution-
Authorize Superintendent, 
Rob Prater, to act as Identified 
Official with Authority to act as 
EDIAM representative during 
the 2021- 22 school year by 
resolution
Motion by Storlie, second by 
Irlbeck to approve the consent 
agenda. Motion passed.
Bills-
June 2021
Motion by Grinsteinner, second 
by VonRueden to approve 
payment of bills as presented. 
Motion Carried
Reports-
Superintendent
 Prater gave updates on 
upcoming meetings, Board 
Committee Meetings, 
Concurrent Enrollment and 
Annual District wide attendance 
report.  He reported on the 
2020 graduation rate and 
pulling together the reopening 
committee. 
Lisa Hodea reported on the 
German Trip from the CETA 
website
Motion by Grinsteinner, second 
by Grochowski for the 2022 
German Trip was approved as 
presented.  Motion Carried. 
HFHS
Principal Masterson updated 
the board on hiring during the 
summer
Board Committee - 
Retention updated on 
communication and climate to 
combine with retention.
SCRED - Justin Maaninga told 
the board everything that was 
discussed at the Governing 
Board Meeting. 
Communications
     A. Florence Schmitz
     B. Vicki Larson
     C. Steve and Suzy Grimm

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Budget Calendar/ Unfinished 
Business-  
A.
Budget Calendar July 2021-   
Staff Actions- Ordering and 
receiving materials for the 
new school year. Begin 
implementing the capital 
budget. 
Admin Actions - Budget 
implementation begins, monitor 
enrollment closely over the 
summer. Communicate with 
all staff affected by budget 
decisions. 
School Board Actions-
Adopted FY20 budget 
implemented. 
Long Term Facilities 
Maintenance 10 year plan 
updated-
 This plan must be updated 
every year in order to keep 
facilities funds. The majority 
of our plan was created 
for our on-going facilities 
projects. Resolution to 
approve Long Term Facilities 
plan (spreadsheet on LTFM 
spending will be provided 
last week in July- currently 
being revised between 
Superintendent, Finance 
Coordinator, Head of 
Maintenance, and reviewed 
by ICS staff to reflect current 
projects)
Motion by Irlbeck, second by 
Ubl to Resolution to approve 
Long Term Facilities plan.  
Motion carried. 
Final expenditures 
(unaudited)-$14,863,622 or 
99.40% of budget through 
100% of budget year.
Total Expenses to date:  
$15,517,595  or 1.0377% 
of budget That includes 
unbudgeted amounts of:
$197,455 Pine County 
Transition Program
$276,070 Coronavirus relief 
fund
$50,000 Striving Readers 

Circle Literacy grant
$31,362  Extended Literacy
$98,885 for ESSR/ GEER I 
(technology)
Total spending off budget 
$653,972- all of this was 
recaptured dollar for dollar in 
revenue.
B. Memorandum of 
Understanding for Hiring Bonus 
in areas of special need-
Recommend approval of 
hiring bonus MOU. We 
continue to have difficulty 
finding qualified candidates for 
special education and speech 
language pathologist.
Motion by Grinsteinner, second 
by Skaff to approve MOU for 
hiring bonus in areas of special 
need.  Motion carried. C.
Staffing for VPK and 
Instructional Coaching-
Recommend approval of two 
new positions. 
i. .6 FTE for Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten. Rationale our 
sections for VPK have reached 
capacity and we currently have 
a waiting list.
 VPK is fully funded for the  
next two years. This overflow 
section will be three days per 
week due to space.
Estimated cost of adding a 
position is $34,500.
ii. Full-time Instructional 
coach to support Math 
supports for teachers. 
Secondary responsibilities 
will include literacy, social 
emotional learning, and 
general  instruction with a 
focus on individualized/hands 
on learning. The position is 
funded partially through the 
ESSR Learning recovery plan. 
The general fund portion of 
this position is $15,000. The 
position will is contingent 
on approval for portion of 
funding from the Professional 
Development committee and 
Title IV grant. Total  cost is 

approximately $90,000 (general 
fund contribution is $15,000).
Both additions are affordable 
as the fund balance target is 
growing due to the legislature 
approving 2.45% on our 
general formula and our 
revenue assumption was 1.0%.
Motion by Ubl, second by 
Grochowski to approve two 
new positions for Voluntary 
Pre-Kindergarten & Math 
Instructional Coach.  Motion 
carried. 
New Business- 
A. 
Jaguar Pride-
Karissa Ausmus and the HES 
Garden Club
Anonymous donation to 
Student Council to be used 
towards Graduation.  
Great job to everyone who 
helped out with the June 
Community Education 
Swimming Lessons
B. 
Meeting Details- Regular 
meetings have been rotated 
between Hinckley and
Finlayson with all special 
meetings and committee 
meetings held in Hinckley. The 
meeting dates have been the 
second Monday of the month 
at 7:00 PM. There has also 
been a three hour time limit 
unless a unanimous vote is 
taken to extend the meeting. 
Recommend continuing 
meeting schedule without 
changes.
Board reports and education 
schedule 2021- 22
Board policy review cycle 
2021- 22
Motion by VonRueden, second 
by Storlie to approve Board 
Meeting Schedule without 
change.  Motion carried. 
C.
Committees 2021- 22-
Superintendent recommended 
committee structure and 

membership for 2021- 22 
school year.
Motion by VonRueden, second 
by Grochowski to approve 
committee membership as 
presented.  Motion carried. 
D. 
Fees-Recommend the following 
for 2021- 2022- no change 
recommended for any 
Fees (there were no changes 
in 2019-20)
1. Instrument Rental- Currently 
$50 (paid by Nov. 1) students 
are encouraged to rent from 
Music Connection in Forest 
Lake.  
2. Drivers Ed, Behind the 
Wheel- $240 
3. Athletic participation- 
Currently $45
4. Non-sports activity fees*- 
$25 
5. Combined athletics and 
activity fee max $ 120 
6. Hockey/Co-op sports fee 
- Parents are billed for any 
amount over $1,000. $150 “up  
front”  payment required before 
first practice. Participation is 
denied if the previous bill is not 
paid in full. 
7. Admissions to events -  all 
events, (concerts free), $6 
adults, $3 students, $45 Adult 
pass $25 student pass, free- 
Sr. Citizen (65 and older), 
free- School Board Members & 
guest, free-All H-F staff 
8. Ipad/laptop rental $25. 
Family Maximum $100 This 
will include $25 for accidental 
damage-
Motion by Irlbeck, second by 
Staff to approve fees without 
change from 2020-2021.  
Motion carried. 
E. 
Mileage Rate- Recommend we 
continue with the IRS rate of 
$0.56 per mile. 
Motion by Storlie, second by 
Grochowski to approve the 
IRS rate as presented.  Motion 

Carried
F. 
Substitute Teacher Pay- 
No action taken,  
Superintendent agreed to 
research substitute wages in 
area districts put back on the 
August Agenda
G. 
Lunch/Breakfast rates- 
Lunch 
Daily pay rate $2.70
Reduced daily rate $0.00 (state 
pays $ .40)
Adult Meal $3.85
Breakfast 
Daily pay rate $1.20
Adult Breakfast $2.25
Motion by Grinsteinner, second 
by Skaff to leave lunch/
breakfast rates as presented.  
Motion carried
H. 
Employee/Board Member Meal 
reimbursements- Recommend 
reimbursements remain the 
same, these were raised 
in 2010-11. We are in line 
with comparable. No change 
recommended.
$9 Breakfast
$12 Lunch
$17 Supper
Motion by Grochowski, 
second by Ubl for meal 
reimbursements to remain the 
same.  Motion carried. 
I. 
School Board Compensation- 
No changes recommended to
 School Board compensation.
1. Officer pay   
a. Chairman- $525 annual 
b. Vice Chair-$15per meeting 
chaired
c. Clerk- $315 annual
d. Treasurer- $315 annual   
2. Meeting Pay
a. Regular Meeting (attended)-   
$60 per meeting (current)
b. Regular Meeting (missed)   
$20 per meeting 
c. Special Meeting/committee
$60 per meeting meetings (in 

district)    
d. Special meetings, 
conferences, $100 per meeting 
or meetings over 4 hours (out 
of district meetings)   
Motion by Storlie, second by 
VonRueden - no changes to 
School Board compensation.  
Motion Carried
J. 
Official Newspapers- 
Recommend we continue 
with both the Askov American 
and Hinckley News as official 
papers for 2021 - 22. Having 
two official papers costs us 
approximately $3,500 annually.
Motion by Grinsteinner, second 
by VonRueden to approve 
Hinckley News as official 
paper. Motion carried
Table Askov American until 
numbers come out. 
K. Preliminary election 
resolution and election 
calendar update-
Four seats will be open for 
election. Expiring Seats 
are Grochowski, Storlie, 
VonRueden, and Grinsteinner. 
- Notice of Filing Date Filing 
period is 27th of July through 
10th of August.
Filing cost is $2.00
L.
Electronic Signature Policy 
(#730)-
First draft of electronic 
signature policy for board 
review. Please comment, 
adjustments will be made 
with a second reading and 
recommendation for approval 
in August.
With no further business to 
discuss Grinsteinner motion 
to adjourn the board meeting 
at 8:11 p.m.  Second by Skaff.  
Motion passed.

Published in the Askov 
American August 26, 2021
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PUBLIC NOTICES CONTINUED

COVID-19 vaccine questions answered by local doctor
Despite the availability of a safe 

and effective vaccine, this pandemic 
persists, in part due to resistance to the 
vaccine. While I do not support vaccine 
mandates and believe in personal free-
dom of choice in health matters, it is 

important that people 
make sure they are 
basing their decisions 
on sound information. 
Unfortunately, the 
issue of whether or not 
to be vaccinated often 
has been politicized, 
rather than being fair-
ly evaluated medically. 

The Gateway phy-
sicians and our local 
hospitals have cared 
for a number of pa-
tients with COVID-19. 
Most had mild cases 
and recovered, but a 

significant number succumbed to it 
or are left with lingering symptoms. 
For this reason, I think I speak for all 
the Gateway physicians when I say 
that we strongly recommend getting 
a COVID-19 vaccine unless you have a 
legitimate medical contra-indication. 
The only definite contra-indication is 
a severe anaphylactic reaction after 
a previous dose or component of the 
vaccine. Other reasons to be cautious 
about the vaccine include a history of 
immediate allergic reaction to other 
vaccines or injectable therapy, or mod-
erate to severe acute illness. I would 
encourage you to discuss your particu-
lar situation with your physician. 

With that being said, different phy-
sicians have likely based our support 
for the vaccine on different sources. 
Even as a physician, the data and 
information can be overwhelming so 
it is helpful to rely on sources you can 
trust. I wanted to share with you how 
my husband and I came to the deci-

sions about this vaccine for ourselves 
and our children. We reviewed infor-
mation from the CDC, and sought input 
from trusted colleagues and organi-
zations such as the Catholic Medical 
Association and American College of 
Pediatricians.

There were four questions we felt 
were important to consider for these 
vaccines, and perhaps in many other 
areas of medicine and life:

1. Is it safe?
2. Is it effective?
3. Are there any moral reasons to 

refuse it?
4. Is it necessary?
1. Are they safe? Despite these being 

“new” vaccines seemingly quickly 
developed due to the pandemic, the 
safety of the mRNA vaccines has been 
extensively studied as they have been 
in development since the 1970’s. Just 
to briefly summarize how all vaccines 
work- they stimulate our own immune 
system to develop antibodies against 
the disease. Other vaccines have used 
live or inactivated viruses or part of 
the virus to accomplish this. These 
vaccines are a little different in the way 
they stimulate the immune system. 
The Pfizer and Moderna use messen-
ger RNA wrapped in a coating. When it 
is injected, it gives cells instructions to 
make a “spike protein” that stimulates 
the body to build T and B lymphocytes 
against the protein and hence against 
the virus. The body’s cells then destroy 
the genetic material from the vaccine. 
The Johnson and Johnson vaccine uses 
an altered adenovirus to accomplish 
the same end.

Mild side effects are common. Cases 
of anaphylaxis have been reported 
very rarely and for this reason all 
patients are monitored after receiving 
the vaccine. More serious side effects 
including inflammation around the 
heart are rare and do not seem to cause 

long-term symptoms. Rare cases of 
Guillain-Barre syndrome (164 cas-
es/19.5 million doses) and thrombosis 
(7 cases/1 million doses) after admin-
istration of the Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine have also been reported. 
Deaths have been reported but not 
proven to be linked to the vaccines. 
Even if all the reported cases of death 
were directly due to the vaccines, it 
would be a fatality rate of .0019%. 

2. Are they effective? The vaccines 
were first studied in animal trials, 
then human clinical trials and now of 
course more data is available as the 
vaccines have been widely admin-
istered. All data has demonstrated 
between 69-95% efficacy against symp-
tomatic lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases 
in adults age 18 and above. In addition, 
the Pfizer vaccine has shown high effi-
cacy in ages 12-17. Studies also showed 
>89% efficacy against severe infection 
and no deaths in vaccinated individ-
uals in the trials. These numbers are 
being borne out in larger population 
studies. The vaccines do not seem to be 
quite as effective in preventing infec-
tion with some of the new variants, but 
still are quite good at preventing severe 
infections and death. In comparison 
to other vaccines, this efficacy data is 
quite good.

3. Are there any moral reasons to re-
fuse it? The main concern here is that 
historically, parts of aborted fetuses 
have been used in the development of 
some vaccines. For those who have a 
moral objection to abortion, such as 
myself, this was an important consid-
eration. I would encourage all to dis-
cuss with their own spiritual advisors, 
but I was reassured by this statement 
from the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith. “…those who are vaccinat-
ed can do so in good conscience with 
the certain knowledge that the use of 
such vaccines does not constitute for-

mal cooperation with abortion.” 
To be clear, the Pfizer and Moderna 

vaccines do not use any of the cells 
from aborted babies in their manufac-
ture. There are vaccines being devel-
oped with no reported relationship to 
aborted fetuses which is encouraging 
and those who are concerned about 
this issue should support those efforts. 

4. Is the vaccine necessary? This was 
an important question we considered. 
As physicians who were offered the 
vaccine very early on, we felt it was our 
duty and was necessary so we could 
continue safely caring for patients. For 
our children, the issue was not so clear 
given that the disease poses a very low 
risk to them. However, considering all 
of the above, as well as the fact that 
they could potentially spread the dis-
ease to someone who was not protect-
ed, swayed us in favor of encouraging 
them to get the vaccine also. Those in-
dividuals who are not protected include 
those who have a legitimate reason for 
not getting the vaccine, as well as those 
who are immune-compromised and 
might not have good protection despite 
getting the vaccine.

In summary, I am confident that 
these vaccines are safe and that the 
rare serious side effects are an accept-
able risk given the known morbidity 
and mortality of this disease. To 
address other concerns that have been 
raised, there is no evidence that these 
vaccines lead to fertility problems, 
or that they can alter an individual’s 
DNA. Again, I would encourage you to 
continue educating yourself and dis-
cuss any concerns with your physician.

BRIDGET DEWEY is a physician at Gateway Family Health 
Clinic with locations in Hinckley, Sandstone and Moose Lake.

Health 
Matters

Bridget 
Dewey



Excavation
 

Roberts
Excavating LLC

(320) 838-3464

Ronny Roberts

*Basements *Driveways *Roads 
*General Excavation *Site Prep *Trucking 

*Hauling *Fill *Sand *Gravel *Grading *Snowplowing 
*Demolition *Wildlife Ponds * Brush Cutting

• LICENSED 
• BONDED • INSURED
Specializing In Designing & Installing 

Septic Systems

Your Business

YOUR BUSINESS will be seen! 
Call (320) 838-3151 

to advertise in the Business Directory.
The Askov American is the most read weekly in northern Pine County!

 

SANDSTONE
DENTAL OFFICE LTD.

501 N. Commercial Ave.
Sandstone

(320) 245-2208

Dr. Michael M. Bennett, DDS 
Mandy Fornengo, RDH

Dawn Wright, LDA, CDA

Dental Care

• Walk-in 
sales 

welcome
• Save 
when 

you buy 
six or 
more

Askov • (320) 838-3400

Pizza
 

 

Dr. Kyle Hams
110 E. Main Street

Hinckley
(320) 384-6790 

or 384-6836

HINCKLEY
CHIROPRACTIC

CENTER

Chiropractic Care
 

Northern Pine
Chiropractic Center

Dr. Chris A. Ketchmark, BS, DC
301 N. Commercial Ave.
Sandstone, MN 55072

Phone: (320) 245-2499
Fax: (320) 245-2539

Caring Chiropractic for 
Children and Adults

Chiropractic Care
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
#EA713779

DRILLING ELECTRIC, LLC

(320) 245-2119

Luke Drilling
P.O. Box 396

Sandstone, MN 55072

Electric

INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • RURAL

 

Matt’s
Sanitation

(320) 384-7137

Call today for prompt, 
courteous service.

Residential • Commercial
Containers Available

Garbage Services

 

Daryl Klocke
Construction, Inc.

Askov
(320) 838-3682

Contractor’s ID No. 20216126. 

Custom homes, agricultural 
buildings, commercial, 

all aspects of construction. 
New or remodeling. Insured.

Construction

Prearrangements
320-245-2376

www.methvenfuneralhome.com

Prearrangements
320-245-2376

www.methvenfuneralhome.com

Difficult Decisions 
Made Easier

Top ad: Pine County Courier - 
13 @$7 per week =$91  
(no changes)

Bottom ad: Askov American - 
$10.50 per week billed monthly

Funeral & Cremation Services

Difficult Decisions 
Made Easier

Funeral & Cremation Services

Funeral Services

Pine and Kanabec Counties
24 Hour Emergency Service

Phone: 800-630-9659

D & E
Heating
Air Conditioning Pine and Kanabec Counties

24 Hour Emergency Service
Phone: 800-630-9659

D & E
Heating
Air Conditioning

Heating & Cooling

Publishing

THURSDAY,  MONTH XX, 2020
VOL. 106   NO. XX       $1.00AmericAn

A S KOV

TEASER HERE: XXX. PX

(320) 838-3151

Contact the 
Askov American 

to bring your 
message to 

2,000 homes 
every week!

Hospital

CARING FOR 
EACH OTHER

320-245-5600

Issue Date Typesetter Saved As Size? Photo? Proofreader
20180208 bev BUS-Agate Financial 2x1.5 y

Comments: 

Investments

(218) 485-5725 

Craig Prudhomme
LPL Financial Advisor

LPL Financial Services
Securities offered through LPL Financial, 

member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered 
through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates.

Not FDIC Insured Not Bank May Lose Value Not Insured by Not a Bank Deposit
 Guaranteed  any Federal 
   Government Agency

•  CALL A SPECIALIST  •  CALL A SPECIALIST   •  CALL A SPECIALIST   •  CALL A SPECIALIST   •CALL A SPECIALIST   • 

CLASSIFIEDS
PHONE: 608-733-8105  |  FAX: 320-245-2438

HELP WANTED
$1,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

Fornengo Forest Products Inc. is accepting 
applications for full-time

 LOGGING OPERATOR POSITIONS
Must be reliable & dependable.

All interested candidates should stop in and fi ll 
out an application or fax a resume.

Fornengo Forest Products
33140 State Rd. 35, Danbury, WI 54830

Phone: 715-244-3480 • Fax: 715-244-4026
Email: fornengoforest@hotmail.com

Carlson Timber Products in Sandstone, MN

HIRING CDLA DRIVERS  
$2000 Sign-on bonus.  Home nightly! 

We off er competitive wages and benefi ts 
including Health/Dental/Vision insurance, 
and retirement.  Additional performance 
bonus also available for the right people! 

Give Keith a call 320-245-2920 ext. 1017 
for more information or apply online at 

carlsontimberproducts.com
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Garage sale at 310
Minnesota Street, 
Sandstone, MN 10 
a.m. To 5 p.m. Sat 
August 28.
Reasonable prices 
- most things $.25 
unless marked. 
Furniture including a
hide-a-bed couch, 
electric recliner, 
portable dishwasher, 
cabinets, shelves, etc.
Purses, clothing, 
dishes, vacuums, 
shampooers, rugs and 
much more..This is an
“Everything must Go” 
event!

GARAGE SALE

Moving/garage sale
Moving out of state 
sale 53889 Larson Rd 
Sandstone August
27 & 28 8-6

GARAGE SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

                                     Week of August 22, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT MISCELLANEOUS

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS 
Competitive wage and bene ts, meal 
allowance, paid lodging. Traveling posi-
tion for railroad vegetation control, 60-80 
hours/week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND) 
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 

JUNKATHON FUN!!! 
Sept. 3-4-5-6  Pine River, MN. $5 adm. Farm 
decor galore! JunkathonFleaMarket.com

PAYING CASH FOR CHEVY CARS
Seeking 1965-1972 Chevrolet high 
performance cars, NOS parts collections, 
old dealership signage/memorabilia. 
Will pick up. Call or text 612/214-1866

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$$ for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
ti ed Professionals. Call 312/291-9169
or visit: RefrigerantFinders.com

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

For sale: 2008 
Dutchmen Lite -
30’ fully equipped 
travel trailer, excellent 
condition call Peter- 
320-279-
1862

2002 LEXUS LS430, 
$4900. 185,000 miles.
Runs great. All 
systems work 
including VSC, SRS,
Factory NAV system.
Front and Rear 
heated leather seats. 
No rust, body has 
some scratches. 
Drives beautifully- 
super smooth & 
powerful. Recent oil 
change and new front 
brakes.
651-210-4436.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/22/2021 Central

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/22/2021 Central

Need a new direction?

Look in the 
Classifieds for your next job.
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Hesitant 
about the 
Covid vaccine?
Talk to your doctor.

96% of practicing physicians are  
vaccinated, trusting the vaccines for 
themselves and their own families.

THE FACTS ARE REAL.

Schedule your Covid vaccine: 
VaccineConnector.mn.gov 

THE IMPACTS ARE REAL.

FIREWOOD
11 Cord (100” Length) Firewood • Green Oak

Will Deliver Up To 100 Miles One Way
Delivered & Unloaded At Your Door!

33140 State Road 35, Danbury, WI
fornengoforest@hotmail.com

Call For Pricing: 
715-244-3480

We will be following updated guidelines for 
appropriate health & safety protocols provided by 

the MN Dept. of Health.

We will be following updated g
appropriate health & safety protoc

the MN Dept. of Healt

elines for 
provided by 

uide
ols p

th.

Welcome to 2021
Summer Gospel Nights

Sunday nights starting at 6:30 p.m.
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Hinckley

405 2nd St., NW, Hinckley, MN
West side of town on Hwy. 18

All FREE concerts (Freewill off ering accepted)
AUG. 1

The Paul Family 
Bluegrass Band
Trout Creek, MI

AUG. 8
The Klassen Family
Worthington, MN

AUG. 15
The Harbinger’s 

Quartet
Mpls., MN

AUG. 22
The Benson Family

Fairbault, MN
AUG. 29

Kenny Krona - Cambrige, MN

NEWS
651-407-1230

vadnaisheightsnews@presspubs.com

ADVERTISING
651-407-1200

marketing@presspubs.com

CIRCULATION
651-407-1234

circ@presspubs.com

CLASSIFIED
651-407-1250

classifi ed@presspubs.com

PRODUCTION
651-407-1239

artmanager@presspubs.com

Orange and black make green
BY SARA MARIE MOORE

EDITOR

ite Bear Lake Area Schools may bleed orange 
black on the fi eld and in the gym, but when it 
s to the earth, the district has been going green 

y.
trict staff and students related how the White 
Lake community has been taking environmen-
rides at a White Bear School Board meeting Oct. 

ollowing the district's recent strategic planning 
ts, it has made it a goal to embed sustainability 
n the school district, reported Assistant Super-
dent of Teaching and Learning Sara Paul.
e are stewards of the earth,” she explained. Over 
ast few years, the district has been quietly mak-

ing subtle yet signifi cant changes.  
“At the end of this week, six schools will generate 

power for buildings,” reported Operations Coordi-
nator Dan Roeser. Solar installations have been put 
up at Oneka, Willow, Birch, Lakeaires and Matoska 
elementary schools, and Sunrise Park Middle School. 
The district hopes to begin educational programs 
regarding solar power in the future.

The district has put LED lighting in all secondary 
gyms and larger parking lots, Roeser added. The 
switch saves on maintenance costs. “Now with the 
LEDs, they are pretty much maintenance-free for the 
next 15 years,” he noted. “In the building operations 
department we are always looking for ways to make  WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA SCHOOLS | SUBMITTED

Six schools in the White Bear Lake district now have solar 
installations to help power the school.

WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA SCHOOLS | SUBMITTED

SEE GREEN SCHOOLS, PAGE 8A 

Watchdog group 
gets meeting 
with governor

BY DEBRA NEUTKENS
WHITE BEAR EDITOR

WHITE BEAR LAKE — 
Persistence paid off for the 
watchdog group following 
Water Gremlin’s every move 
when it succeeded in getting 
a meeting with the governor. 

Sherry Hastings, who 
leads the Neighborhood 
Concerned Citizens Group 
(NCCG), wouldn’t take no for 
an answer when she con-
tacted the offi ce of Gov. Tim 
Walz asking for an audience. 
The group of four women 
from White Bear Township 
wanted the governor to hear 
their concerns about Water 
Gremlin, a neighboring com-
pany that released high levels 
of toxic TCE into the air for at 
least 17 years.

Hastings follows the 
governor on social media, 
she said, and pointed out to 
his staff that the state’s chief 
executive had time for turkey 
and pheasant hunting; surely 
he had a half hour for them. 
It worked. The four board 
members met with Walz and 
Commissioner Laura Bish-
op, head of the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency, in 
a private meeting Oct. 7 at 
the Capitol. 

The nonprofi t NCCG 
formed last March after the 
Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency (MPCA) and 
Department of Health held a 
joint community meeting at 
North Campus to discuss the 
environmental and human 
health impact of the chemical 
emissions.  

Her takeaway from the 
meeting was the governor’s 
commitment to phasing out 
TCE in Minnesota, said mem-
ber Kelly Tapkan. 

NCCG members worked 
closely with area legisla-
tors last session on bills to 
ban TCE. A bill passed the 
House but never made it to 
the Senate fl oor. They intend 
to renew their efforts at the 
Capitol in 2020. 

“TCE is a nasty chemical,” 
Tapkan noted. “It shouldn’t 
be used anywhere.” 

County Commissioner 
Victoria Reinhardt applaud-
ed the group for their work. 
“You formed in March. By 

SEE WATCHDOGS, PAGE 9A 

Sunlit sailing season fi nale
early morning rain showers subsided, the sun emerged in time for high school sailors to maneuver their 
around a course on White Bear Lake during the 2019 Art Johnson Regatta Saturday, Oct. 19. The White 

Sailing School hosted more than 100 participants representing teams from Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
s at the annual two-day event.

PAUL DOLS | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

320-838-3151
askov-american.com

10 REASONS TO PROMOTE:
  YOUR BUSINESS IN YOUR 

LOCAL NEWSPAPER

1. Reach
2. Results
3. Quality
4. Targeted
5. Flexibility
6. Immediate
7. Relied upon
8. Cost Effective

9. Credibility/Trust
10. Selective vs. Intrusive

PHOTO   PROVIDED

Help the Askov Fair Board, it will make our festival 
and fair even more enjoyable for all

Immediately after the conclusion of the Parade, we will host an auction of some of our Nisses.  
Most of these were made in the 1950s and displayed in area businesses.  All bids will be even 
dollars and the auction will be held at the stage.   Join in the fun and win a piece of Askov histo-
ry.  There are about a dozen pieces for sale..

FROM PAGE 4

is new, but our ability to recognize the 
right answer to a problem of this mag-
nitude needs to address all three.

That is, I believe, why we still have 
this virus, and the even more viru-
lent mutants, causing severe illness 
and death rather than eradicating it 
through herd immunity. 

Ultimately, the key responsibility we 
all have is to our species. Can we jus-
tify causing the death of someone else, 
even someone we don’t even know, 
because we believe we ourselves to be 
safe? Or, because we believe we have 
certain rights?

The decision to get vaccinated, to 
wear a mask, to keep safe distance 
from others is about far more than 
whether we think we can survive our-

selves. It is about responsibility to the 
rest of the world in addition to friends 
and family.

I cannot imagine how any of us 
would deal with knowing that we 
may have caused illness and death of 
anyone which could have so easily, 
effectively and safely been prevented.

Even if you and your friends and 
family feel safe, do you have the right 
to fail to do your part in preventing 
disease and death among other hu-
mans? 

I hope that those who have opted to 
not get vaccinated will step back and 
assess all three of the levels of respon-
sibilities as adults in a civilized world 
and will get vaccinations. What do you 
have to lose, (other than life)…

Judith L. Seidmeyer, Pharmacist
Sandstone, Minn.

LETTERS: Letters to the Editor continued

It Pays to 

advertise in 

the Askov 

American!

Tax-Forfeited Land 
Auction

Pine County will be off ering tax-forfeited land 
at public auction for not less than the appraised 

price. Sale commences at 
10:00 a.m. September 17, 2021 

at the Courthouse in Pine City, Minnesota
For a listing call (320) 216-4225
or log onto www.co.pine.mn.us

43rd Annual 
White Pine Logging & Threshing Show

Sept. 4, 5 & 6, 2021 • McGrath, MN
Pancake Breakfast 7am-9am • Food Trucks on Site

Antique tractors and farming demonstrations
Featuring Allis Chalmers

Barn Dance Saturday 8p-Midnight and Sunday 7p-11p nights

Like Us on 
Facebook 

Ministry of Music by Rick Martins 
Sunday 9am & 10:30am 

Flea Markets
651-245-8756 • www.whitepineshow.com

There will be an Early Deadline 
for the  September 9 edition of the 
Askov American due to the Labor 

Day  Holiday. 
Submissions and ads need to be in 

by noon on Friday, September 3. 
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