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Nathan Nelson - Republican
(Incumbent)

How do you feel the state government is handling the Pandemic?: During 
the first few weeks of the pandemic, there was awareness and support for 
the shutdown, people understood why it was necessary, even if they were 
negatively impacted. Partisanship disappeared; Covid-19 was our common 
enemy. Now as the months have dragged on, it has unfortunately become a 
very partisan issue. The threats of Covid-19 are not over, however, we should 

no longer be in a state of emergency, we need to be in a management phase. 
Yet Governor Walz continues to keep his emergency powers, not allowing the legislature to do 
its job. Keeping the legislature out of the pandemic management process is not good leadership. 
Emergency powers were not meant to be used by a governor for months, they were meant to 
respond immediately to an emergency. We need the legislature to be part of the process moving 
forward.

What are your top priorities for the upcoming term?: Public safety is critical, not only as it relates 
to health but also to law enforcement. We can support our police, work towards justice, and hold 
those accountable for their violent crimes. We need to keep the conversations open and address these 
concerns civilly. We also need to focus on our state’s budget. This pandemic has turned a sizable budget 
surplus into a multi-billion dollar budget deficit. We need to figure out what our state’s true needs are 
and prioritize our spending to continue the programs we are obligated to fund. Many families have been 
financially devastated over the past few months, so now is not the time to raise taxes to fund state 
government. State government is going to need to tighten its belt much like everyone else has.

What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing our area and the state of Minnesota?: Locally, 
we need to find ways to keep and grow jobs. Not long ago the Walz administration announced it was 
planning to close two area correctional facilities. These are good paying jobs for our district that would 
create a void in our local economy. We need to ensure the opportunities are there for our residents to 
find a job and remain employed. The biggest challenge for the State of Minnesota will be eliminating our 
projected budget deficit next session, and we’re going to need to use some common sense to make this 
shortfall disappear. Raising taxes should not be an option. Finally, we need to get back to working with 
each other rather than finding reasons to be mad at one another. There is so much division in our state, 
ranging from politics to race to illness. More people need to be listening and talking to one another rather 
than talking over each other. We have more in common with each other than we might think. Whether 
you are a Republican, Democrat, or something else, I pledge to work with you, for you, listen to your 
concerns, and try to solve your problems. I ask for your support on Election Day

Jack Frechette - DFL

How do you feel the state government is handling the 
Pandemic?: It’s an appealing but ultimately futile exercise to 
play Monday morning quarterback, especially with something as 
complex as a pandemic. As I see it, the State Government based 
their decisions on well-respected science, and I will always support 
using science to guide our thinking. The fact that our community 

has been spared the widespread death and illness that has plagued other areas does 
not mean the State Government was wrong — it means we are very lucky. And so 
rather than talking about how difficult the summer was, I suggest we celebrate our 
good fortune, and work together to safely ease the burdens that still exist for our 
local economy.

What are your top priorities for the upcoming term?: As we speak, jobs in our 
community are being lost because of partisan stonewalling. The Willow River CIP, a 
program that has universal acclaim from everyone who has experience with it, is being 
shuttered because the obstructionist wing of the Republican Party refuses to pass a 
budget bill — one of the most critical responsibilities for State leaders. And while these 
jobs (over 100, in fact) are being lost, and the area loses a talented and caring workforce, 
and the tax base shrinks, and a taxpayer cost-saving program is thrown in the waste bin, 
those currently in leadership are unable or unwilling to boldly go to their own party and say 
“We’ve gone too far, and now families in my District are hurting.” Blindly walking the Party 
line has delivered us to this dangerous place, and we must remember that people, not 
Party, come first in our community.

What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing our area and the state of 
Minnesota?: The polarization we are seeing in our community has transcended politics 
and is now felt in our daily interactions. Neighbors are no longer cooperating. Certain 
family members are no longer invited to dinner. Businesses here in District 11B are being 
boycotted. Whatever happens next in Washington, the greatest challenge that our 
District must face is the effort to return to a sense of decency, of community, and of 
common purpose. For when our current president leaves office, be it next year or in four, 
our neighbors remain our neighbors, and we will need them. Dispelling the myths of our 
divisions and uniting under our common, rural Minnesota values is critical if we are ever 
going to advocate for ourselves as a District.

Minnesota Senate District 11
Jason Rarick - Republican 
(Incumbent)

How do you feel the state government is handling the COVID-19 
pandemic?: Lives and livelihoods have been lost in this pandemic 
and yet I am hopeful we will continue to work together by following 
common sense precautions to slow the spread of COVID-19  and  limit 
its devastating toll on our communities. Sadly there are those who 
have chosen to politicize this pandemic.  In these uncertain times the 

health and welfare of our communities must be among our greatest 
priorities as citizens.   I support our governor and our health experts as they work with the  
knowns and many unknowns surrounding this baffling threat as they continue to make 
decisions based on science and common sense to help us protect our families, friends and 
neighbors. In a post pandemic world our continued reliance on one another’s strengths and 
our shared values will be critical in rebuilding our communities.  I know we are up to the 
task.

What are your top priorities for the coming term?: Our communities in Senate District 11 are 
more than a pit stop on a super highway to something better.  We deserve better.  As the next 
senator to represent our district I will fight for our rural communities. I believe the best economic 
tools available to us are an educated and a healthy workforce.   Regardless of our zip codes our 
families deserve fully funded public schools and access to affordable and accessible healthcare.  
The men and women who get up and go to work everyday to support our families also deserve 
a living wage and safety on the job.   My priorities also include supporting our small businesses 
that also support our families.  Whether they are located on our main streets, on the outskirts 
of town or outside the city limits, small businesses are the backbone of our economy and they 
deserve a fair shake in the work of serving  the needs of our communities.   I’m not looking for a 
career.  I had a successful career as a journalist sharing your stories and how decisions in St. Paul 
and Washington impact your lives. As your next senator I look forward to being your voice in St. 
Paul..

What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing our district and the state of 
Minnesota?: Our biggest challenge will be maintaining the public services to the standards we 
rely upon to thrive as communities, including public safety, healthcare systems and our public 
schools.  It’s no secret our local, county and state governments will face difficult decisions due 
deficits caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Before these decisions are made it will be up to each 
of us to provide input on programs and services critical to the success of our communities.  It 
will also be essential for us to build consensus regardless of political affiliations.  The health 
and safety of our families must not be at the mercy of political winds.  For too long the word 
compromise has been missing in the vocabulary of our elected officials.   Whether we identify 
as Democrats, Republicans or Independents, we all value the benefits of our way of life in our 
towns and rural communities. This is our common ground.  This is where we will build a better 
Minnesota for everyone.

Michelle Lee - DFL

How do you feel the state government is handling the COVID-19 
pandemic?:  I believe that the State’s handling of the COVID response 
has been good at times, and not so good at others. In the beginning, 
when not much was known, the response and message was pretty good. 
We all agreed that we needed to flatten the curve, and let our hospitals 
get prepared. Unfortunately, due to some poor modelling, we were trying 
to prepare for a much more severe situation than what was to come. 

There has also been very confusing and contradictory information given to the public along 
the way. I think that what has been handled the worst though is how small businesses have 
been treated. Most were shut down, while large businesses were able to remain open, with 
no option to show that they could be open and operate just as safely as the large stores. 
Now I believe we have moved passed the emergency, and all Governors should end their 
emergency powers, and return to working with Legislatures to make decisions together as 
we move forward. Statewide plans and mandates do not work well, so we should bring in 
the ideas from elected officials from around the state so that we can make better plans for 
the entire state.

What are your top priorities for the coming term?: My priority for the coming session is going 
to be figuring out how to put together the State’s budget for the next two years. We know that 
the shutdown has created a large deficit, now we have to figure out how we will be able to cut 
the State’s spending, with the least impact on the services provided to Minnesotans. I am also 
hoping to be able to get a bill done next year that will reform the Conservation Improvement 
Program for our Electric Utilities companies, like East Central Energy. It is reform that has been 
being worked on for three years, and we were very close to getting it done this last year. Even 
though there have been other issues that have been getting so much more attention, I have 
continued to work on this as well, and believe the support is there to finally get it done.

What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing our district and the state of 
Minnesota?: Like every other area in the country right now, the biggest issue we need to deal 
with is how do we get our economy going again safely. How do we get our kids back to school so 
that they can get the education they need and deserve. One of the issues we have talked about 
for years that has been really emphasized now, is our areas lack of internet service. Continuing 
to invest in rural broadband is going to be critical now more than ever, but we are also going 
to have to balance that with the other services Minnesotans expect. We also need to promote 
manufacturing in our area, processing facilities for our local farmers, mining on the range, and 
getting the pipeline built to protect our environment and bring needed infrastructure jobs to a 
part of the state in need of an economic boost.
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The District 4 seat on the Pine County Board of Commissioners represents the 
Cities of Bruno, Denham, Finlayson, Rutledge, Sturgeon Lake, Willow River and the 
townships of  Pine Lake, Bremen, Kettle River,  Norman, Birch Creek, Sturgeon Lake 
and Windemere.

Pine County Board of 
Commissioners —District 4 

John Mikrot Jr. 
(Incumbent)

Occupation: Currently I am a small business owner, and a farmer. I am also 
a current Pine County Commissioner. 
Three most recent or significant roles in civic involvement:   
I am on the committee for Pine County’s Chemical Health Coalition, the 
East-Central Regional Development Committee, and recently spoke at the 
rally for Willow River’s C.I.P. in Moose Lake.

What are your top three priorities for the county?: 1. To provide the best possible services to 
the citizens of Pine County with the least possible financial impact. 2. To bring my knowledge 
and common sense to the board so that we can best serve the citizens of Pine County.  3. To 
equally and impartially represent all citizens of Pine County.

How can the county provide adequate services while being mindful of property tax 
impact?:Getting bids for services that are provided by the county (such as road construction/
repairs, insurance for county employees, etc.).

What can the Board of Commissioners do to help Pine County prosper?: The Board can 
help Pine County prosper by always being willing to explore new avenues to bring businesses in 
to the county, by exploring housing options for those who need them, and by using commons 
sense and being fiscally physically responsible.

JJ Waldham 

Candidate Waldham was contacted but did not respond to the questionnaire .

Askov City Council 

Michael Weske 
(Incumbent)

Occupation: Commercial Kitchen Appliance Technician at a local employer
Three most recent or significant roles in civic involvement:   
-  Proud member of the Askov Fire and Rescue Department. 
- Freemason/Shriner 
-  Past president of the Northern Pine Riders Snowmobile Club, current 
Assistant Trail Coordinator, and past Director of the Minnesota Snowmobile  

Association. 

What are your top three priorities for the City of Askov?: 1.) I think our current city council 
has done amazing work in making sure we have a wonderful town to call home and I want 
to see the community get involved in their town again.  2.) Keep the cost of city utilities 
at a reasonable amount to the people of Askov.  3.) I would like to see the city continue to 
welcome new people moving into the town.How can the county provide adequate services while 
being mindful of property tax impact?: We need to continue our balanced and fiscally responsible 
approach to county government. We need to continue to seek out opportunities for reform and cost 
savings and ensure that county spending has a good return on investment for taxpayers. During my 
time on the board I have led efforts to reform county government; we have combined departments, 
reduced management positions, and administrative overhead. This has allowed us to keep taxes 
low and reinvest those savings into improving critical county services and funding for public safety.

How can the city provide adequate services while being mindful of property tax impact?: 
Once the water issue is cleared up I feel that for such a small town we have adequate services. 
It would be nice to explore the option of natural gas service for city and area residents to make 
another affordable utility available.

What can the City Council do to help Askov prosper? Keep the city utilities low to help people 
afford to live here; keep the city and properties in town looking inviting and not let the town look 
run down. I always want to be an open ear to listen to what people have on their minds to help keep 
Askov a great place to live.

Lisa Hughes 

Occupation:  I am currently a homemaker. Previously I was the owner/operator 
of an eyeglass repair business.
Three most recent or significant roles in civic involvement:   
- I am a graduate of the Citizens Police Academy in our previous home state. 
- I donate my time to whatever group calls upon me for help. 
- Since moving to Askov I have attended nearly all of the city council meetings as 
I believe civic involvement begins with knowing how your community operates 

and what issues they may be facing.

What are your top three priorities for the City of Askov?:To foster sustainable and smart 
growth. To continue the support and improvement of the safety of the public. And to provide 
exceptional service to the community. But, in addition to these, I would also like to see more 
residents attending city council meetings and I have some ideas on how to encourage more 
participation that I would like to try out. And, I would like to create a program for the junior high/
high school level that would encourage our youth to become active in their local government..

How can the city provide adequate services while being mindful of property tax impact?: 
To be totally honest, I really struggled with this question. I could throw out ideas like using 
Development Fees charged to new business and residential builds or levying a more rigid set of 
fees and fines on the current businesses and residents, but those are just wordy smoke screens. In 
reality, with growth we will see the need to keep city services updated for the General well being 
of the community and that will require occasional increases in property taxes. But if we use things 
like Development Fees and other fees and/or fines, particularly fees/fines that are structured 
progressively, which can dramatically increase revenue we should be able to minimize the overall 
impact of any tax increases.

What can the City Council do to help Askov prosper? They can work together for the good of 
the community first and foremost. They can find ways to encourage businesses to come to Askov 
and they can find ways to offer incentives to new businesses that provide jobs for local citizens. In 
this day and age, it is essential for communities to seek growth otherwise they will stagnate and 
city revenue will not be able to keep up with the cost increases that come with everything over 
time. 

Mike Gutknecht 
(Incumbent)
Candidate Gutknecht was contacted but did not respond to the questionnaire.

Willow River School Board
Connie Mikrot  
(Incumbent)

What are your reasons for running for Willow River School Board? 
As I wind down my fourth year on the Willow River Area School Board, my 
decision to re-run came down to my passion to advocate for the education 
of the students in our area communities.  Providing our students learning 
opportunities to meet their needs will help set them up for success, whether 
that’s the next grade level, or the next steps after high school.  As a board 

member with children in the district, locally employed, and an active participant in community 
events, I feel I’m accessible and approachable for  parents and community members and am 
always willing to listen to help ensure our board is looking at the complete picture before making 
decisions. Our current board and administrative team have a good working relationship, and 
I would enjoy the opportunity to continue to be part of this team and to serve the district for 
another term. 

What are the biggest challenges facing WILLOW RIVER SCHOOLS at this time, and 
how will you address them? One challenge in our district is special education funding. While 
school districts are required to provide special education services, federal and state funding 
for those services cover only a small portion of those costs.  That means local districts must 
budget to cover those costs, and the amount of funds needed can change dramatically each 
year, depending on students’ needs, and is challenging to budget appropriately to cover all 
costs without using money from our general fund.  To address this challenge, we continue to 
closely monitor special education service needs, budget as best we can, and advocate to our 
local agencies and representatives to continue to work on special education funding needs in 
Minnesota. The special education funding challenge can affect our ability to provide the Career 
and Technology education courses to our secondary students that they seek to help prepare 
them for college or a job upon graduating. Due to our district size, some classes may have small 
participant levels, or difficulty funding another teaching position.  To ensure we’re setting all 
students up for success, we continue to look at grant opportunities and creative collaboration 
with other districts so we can continue to provide these courses to our students

How should the school balance student safety with the neeed for a quality educational 
experience in the face of situations like the covid-19 pandemic?  Just as individual learning 
needs are different for each student, so are their health and safety concerns and comfort levels.  
In a public school district setting, we need to look at what educational experience we can safely 
provide for the majority of the students and staff during a pandemic situation, understand 
the risks, address them with sound procedures, and monitor and adjust as we move forward.  I 
understand not everyone is comfortable with in-person learning for various reasons, and I feel 
our district has done a great job incorporating the online learning option this fall for those seek 
that alternative to obtaining their education.  I appreciate the amount of time, planning, and 
heart our district spent working on a plan to ensure our students and staff have a safe learning 
environment during this pandemic.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PUBLIC NOTICES

MINUTES
OF 

SPECIAL MEETING –
BUDGET COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 - 
9:00 a.m.

Held Via Electronic Means 
Due to Pandemic

Chair Steve Hallan called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  

Chair Hallan stated the 
Governor of the State of Minnesota 
has issued Executive Order 20-01 
Declaring a Peacetime Emergency 
and Coordinating Minnesota’s 
Strategy to Protect Minnesotans 
from COVID-19.  On March 24, 
2020, the Pine County Board of 
Commissioners declared a local 
emergency for Pine County.  

Based on these conditions, the 
Chair of the Pine County Board 
of Commissioners has determined 
that the requirements of Minnesota 
Statute 13D.021, Subd. (1) have 
been met and it is not practical 
or prudent for all members of the 
county board to meet in person.  All 
members of the county board joined 
by electronic means.

The public was invited to join 
the meeting remotely by phone, 
WebEx or watch via live stream on 
YouTube.

Members present via 
electronic means were Chair 
Hallan, Commissioner Josh Mohr, 
Commissioner Steve Chaffee, 
Commissioner John Mikrot and 
Commissioner Matt Ludwig.  Also 

SUMMARY
OF

MINUTES
OF THE 

PINE COUNTY BOARD 
MEETING

Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 - 

10:00 a.m.
North Pine Government Center, 

Sandstone, Minnesota

Chair Steve Hallan called the 
meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  
Chair Hallan stated the Governor 
of the State of Minnesota has 
issued Executive Order 20-01 
Declaring a Peacetime 
Emergency and Coordinating 
Minnesota’s Strategy to Protect 
Minnesotans from COVID-19.  
On March 24, 2020, the Pine 
County Board of Commissioners 
declared a local emergency for 
Pine County.  
Based on these conditions, the 
Chair of the Pine County Board 
of Commissioners has deter-
mined that the requirements of 
Minnesota Statute 13D.021, 
Subd. (1) have been met and it 
is not practical or prudent for all 
members of the county board to 
meet in person.  Members of the 
county board will join the meet-
ing remotely.  
The public was invited to join the 
meeting remotely by phone, 
WebEx or watch via live stream 
on YouTube.
Commissioner John Mikrot and 
Commissioner Matt Ludwig 
were present in the meeting 
room.  Members present via 
electronic means were Chair 
Hallan, Commissioner Josh 
Mohr and Commissioner Steve 
Chaffee.  Also present in the 
meeting room was County 
Administrator David Minke and 
present via electronic means 

PINE COUNTY was County Attorney Reese 
Frederickson.
The Pledge of Allegiance was 
said.
Chair Hallan called for public 
comment.  There was no public 
comment.
Motion by Commissioner 
Ludwig to adopt the Agenda. 
Second by Commissioner 
Mikrot.  A Roll Call vote was 
called by Chair Hallan.  Motion 
carried 5-0.
Motion by Commissioner Mikrot 
to approve the Minutes of the 
August 4, 2020 county board 
meeting and Summary for publi-
cation.  Second by 
Commissioner Chaffee.  A Roll 
Call vote was called by Chair 
Hallan.  Motion carried 4-0, 
District 2-Commissioner Mohr 
was unavailable due to connec-
tivity difficulties.  
Motion by Commissioner 
Ludwig to acknowledge the 
Minutes of Boards, Reports and 
Correspondence.  Second by 
Commissioner Mikrot.   A Roll 
Call vote was called by Chair 
Hallan. Motion carried 4-0, 
District 2-Commissioner Mohr 
was unavailable due to connec-
tivity difficulties.
Motion by Commissioner 
Chaffee to approve the Consent 
Agenda. Second by 
Commissioner Mikrot.  A Roll 
Call vote was called by Chair 
Hallan.  Motion carried 4-0, 
District 2-Commissioner Mohr 
was unavailable due to connec-
tivity difficulties.
Fund July 31, 2019 July 31, 
2020 Increase/Decrease
General Fund $ 6,284,036 
$5,379,413 ($904,623)
Health and Human Services 
Fund $ 1,377,416 $ 1,858,774 
$481,358
Road and Bridge Fund $ 
5,785,522 $ 6,489,061 $703,540
CARES Act 0 $3,554,864 
$3,554,864

present via electronic means 
were County Administrator David 
Minke, County Attorney Reese 
Frederickson, and County Auditor-
Treasurer Kelly Schroeder.

The Pledge of Allegiance was 
said.

Chair Hallan asked for revisions 
to the agenda.  There were none.

Motion by Commissioner Mikrot 
to adopt the Agenda. Second by 
Commissioner Mohr.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Chair Hallan:  
District 4-Commissioner Mikrot/Aye; 
District 5-Commissioner Ludwig/
Aye; District 1-Chair Hallan/Aye; 
District 2-Commissioner Mohr/Aye; 
District 3-Commissioner Chaffee/
Aye.  Motion carried 5-0.

1. 2020 Preliminary Budget
Auditor-Treasurer Kelly 

Schroeder presented the 2021 
Preliminary Budget and provided an 
overview of revenue and expenses 
based on the initial department 
requests.   Schroeder also reviewed 
the county’s Designated Funds.  
Based on the initial revenue 
projections and department 
requests, the deficit is $1,494,937, 
which would require a 7.7% levy 
increase.  

2. Preliminary Departmental
Budget Request

Auditor/Treasurer Kelly 
Schroeder presented the following 
budget requests:

Auditor/Treasurer
TNT
Elections (need of replacement 

of election hardware/software)
Aquatic Invasive Species
Zoning
Recycling/Solid Waste
Recorder
Assessor
801 Non-Departmental
Fund 22 (Land)
Fund 39 (2015A G.O. Jail 

Bonds)
Fund 40 (2012 G.O. Courthouse 

Bonds)
Fund 41 (2017A G.O. CIP 

Bonds) 
Discussion was held on 

refunding the 2012 G.O. Courthouse 
Bond.  Todd Hagen from Ehlers (the 
county’s financial advisor) will be 
present at the September 1, 2020 
regular county board meeting to 
discuss the refunding and options 
including increasing the amount of 
the bonds to cover other projects. 

Chair Hallan called a recess for 
lunch at 12:13 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 
1:00 p.m.

3. Preliminary Budget

Land Management Fund 
$1,410,794 $ 1,396,676 
($14,119)
TOTAL (inc non-major funds) 
$17,145,721 $22,296,605 
$5,150,884
Approve July 2020 disburse-
ments and claims over $2,000.
Approve exempt gambling per-
mit for Safari Club International 
Minnesota for a raffle on 
September 13, 2020 at Wing’s 
North, 19379 Homestead Rd., 
Pine City.
Approve Resolution 2020-56 
authorizing Shawn O’Neil, on 
behalf of Shawn and Wynee 
O’Neil (one-half interest) and 
Bruce Discher (one-half inter-
est), former owners, to repur-
chase the property located at 
67665 Kingsdale Rd, Sandstone 
in full.
Approve the hiring of IT Support 
Specialist Andrew Gechas, 
effective August 24, 2020, 
$21.36 per hour, grade 7, non
-union, non-exempt, contingent
upon successful background
investigation.
Approve the hiring of part-time
dispatcher Devin Murphy, effec-
tive August 24, 2020, $20.74
per hour, grade 7, step 1.
Motion by Commissioner Mohr
to approve the 2021-2025
Highway Improvement Plan.
Second by Commissioner 
Chaffee.  A Roll Call vote was
called by Chair Hallan.  Motion
carried 5-0.
Motion by Commissioner 
Ludwig to approve Resolution
2020-57 to approve receipt of a
$10,000 operational enhance-
ment grant.  Second by
Commissioner Mikrot.  A Roll
Call vote was called by Chair
Hallan.  Motion carried 5-0.
With no further business, Chair
Hallan adjourned the meeting at
11:25 a.m.  The next regular
meeting of the county board is
scheduled for Tuesday, 

Request/Pine Soil and Water 
Conservation District

Pine Soil and Water 
Conservation District Manager Jill 
Carlier presented the SWCD 2021 
budget request.  The district is 
requesting an increase of $20,000 to 
help fund an agricultural technician.

4. Preliminary Budget
Request/Pine County Historical 
Society

Larry Helwig, President of the 
Pine County Historical Society, 
presented the PCHS 2021 budget 
request.  In 2020 the county 
appropriated $25,000 to the historical 
society.  This year the society is 
requesting $30,000 to help hire a 
salaried janitor and to purchase a 
system to help regulate humidity 
within the museum.

5. Preliminary Budget
Request/ Pine County Agricultural 
Society

Agricultural Society Board 
Member Steve Hallan stated the Ag 
Society has not received any income 
this year because of the cancelation 
of the county fair.  Hallan stated the 
Ag Society is requesting $10,000, 
the same as last year, to help with 
repairs, utilities and maintenance 
costs.

6. Preliminary Budget
Request/Court Administration

Court Administrator Amy 
Isaacson presented the Court 
Administration budget.  In 2020 
the county appropriated $61,500 
to court administration.  This year 
court administration is requesting 
$60,000 to be utilized for court 
appointed specialists (attorneys and 
psychological examinations).

7. Preliminary Budget
Request/University of Minnesota 
Extension

Regional Director Susanne 
Hinrichs presented the Extension 
2021 budget request.  In 2020 the 
county appropriated $158,411 to 
Extension.  This year extension is 
waiving the contract increase and 
the request for 2021 is only a $300 
increase. 

8. Adjourn
The next Special Meeting-

Committee of the Whole (Budget) 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
August 31, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

Stephen M. Hallan, Chair
Board of Commissioners 

       David J. Minke, Administrator 
Clerk to County Board of 

Commissioners
(Published in the Askov 
American, September 17, 2020)

September 1, 2020 at 10:00 
a.m., North Pine Government
Center, 1602 Hwy 23. No.,
Sandstone, Minnesota.
Stephen M. Hallan, Chair
Board of Commissioners
David J. Minke, Administrator
Clerk to County Board of
Commissioners
The full text of the board’s
Minutes are available at the
County Administrator’s Office
and the county’s website
(www.co.pine.mn.us).  Copies
may also be requested from
the administrator’s office.
(Published in the Askov
American, September 17, 2020)
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Willow River School Board (continued)

Jennifer Burlak

What are your reasons for running for Willow River School 
Board? I am running for Willow River School Board to be involved 
with the decisions that affect our students, staff, and community. 
I am a Willow River High School graduate, a community member 
and a parent to children who will be attending Willow River 
Schools for many years. I understand the responsibility of being a 
school board member and I bring a fresh perspective, integrity, and 

a willingness to work as a team with the rest of the school board. 

What are the biggest challenges facing WILLOW RIVER SCHOOLS at this time, 
and how will you address them? Many of the current challenges for the school 
involve the ongoing COVID pandemic. The school must be prepared to make changes 
quickly and have multiple plans in place to ensure education is continued whether 
the learning model is in-person, hybrid, or fully virtual. There is also the challenge 
of keeping up with sanitary measures for the health and safety of our students and 
staff, which include added expenses for those measures. Teachers and staff at the 
school are working harder than ever to provide both virtual and in-person lessons and 
support to students, while keeping students health a priority. The staff must receive 
continued support from the school as well as access to all resources needed. If elected, I 
understand the commitment and will attend meetings, give input, and make decisions 
that are best for our students and staff.  

How should the school balance student safety with the neeed for a quality 
educational experience in the face of situations like the covid-19 pandemic?  The 
school currently has many safety and sanitary precautions in place this year to protect 
the health of our students and the staff. By maintaining these precautions while also 
providing a distance learning option for students not attending in-person, the school is 
doing their part to make sure students have safe access to education in whichever way 
works best for their families. Having both hybrid and distance learning plans ready and 
available allows the school to be continually prepared to provide a quality education 
for our children, especially if the time comes when fully in-person classes are no longer 
an option.  Willow River School has been working with Pine County Public Health to 
plan and stay up to date with COVID numbers in Pine County, and the school must 
also continue to maintain communication with parents about expectations and the 
constant changes occurring.

and parents. Two of my greatest strengths are the ability to actively listen and think 
critically, and I will continue to listen to teachers, parents, and students to allow them to 

have an active role in the students’ education. 

  What are the biggest challenges facing WILLOW RIVER SCHOOLS at this time, and how will 
you address them? I believe that education should be as unique as the individual learner. As one who 
struggled with learning disabilities in school, I recognize and place value on the support and tools provided 
by teachers to have the confidence to achieve.  I will keep creating space and community in our school 
to promote a quality learning environment for all. I believe all students have the ability to be successful 
learners. I will continue to support the administration at Willow River to push themselves to think outside 
of the box for our students and will help to shape an atmosphere in  our community to voice their fresh 
perspectives and ideas as we tackle the issues we face as a community and school.

How should the school balance student safety with the neeed for a quality educational experience 
in the face of situations like the covid-19 pandemic? One of the greatest challenges we are facing as 
a district is low enrollment.  A goal in our strategic plan is to maintain long term enrollment stability. We 
need to increase enrollment by 1-2% each year over the next five years by recruiting new students and 
retaining our current vibrant student population. As a school board we need to bring more opportunities 
to incentivize new students to enroll and keep our current students.  I was actively involved in the 
conversation on how we can collectively come together to solve these problems.  One of the programs that 
the administration brought to Willow River, and I am a big proponent of,  is the ‘Top 20 program’ which 
supports the importance of placing value on emotional wellness which builds healthy student behavior 
where students not only survive, but thrive. We also need to offer more career and technical education 
courses , increase more college classes at Willow River, and continue to maintain and nurture our current 
program for 4 year olds.  We are navigating very uncharted territory with the covid pandemic.  Even as 
we face so much uncertainty this school year;  as a board member, I am not losing sight of our mission to 
continue to build a safe, healthy, nurturing and productive learning environment for all. The administration, 
parents, community members and students have put a solid plan together for any of the potential 
scenarios we face.  We will continue to listen to the state and make the best decisions for our students, 
teachers and staff. We are a resilient community and we will get through this together.  I look forward to 
serving you for another four years at Willow River schools. 

Aziz Al-Arfaj

What are your reasons for running for Willow River School Board? As a current 
School Board member, I got involved with the school board 4 years ago because as 
a parent of two school-aged children and a son of a teacher, I wanted to directly be 
involved in shaping my sons’ educational experience and to be a voice for other students 
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