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Farmers across 
Minnesota have been 
struggling to get crops 
planted due to an excep-
tionally cold and rainy 
spring. Pine County 
farmers are feeling the 
pressure as the plant-
ing season is getting 
shorter, and the rain is 
still coming. For many 
farmers in the area, 
corn and soybeans are 
the largest producing 
crops and are a main 
source of income.

Pine View Farms 
owners, Jason and Jade 
Zastera, who are Pine 
City farmers, grow 
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SPORTS : Spring sports winding down, heading into play-o� s. PGS. 14-15

Hitting the fi nish line 

BY T.A. LEBRUN
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

For many campers, 
summer camp at Grind-
stone Lake Bible Camp, 
located west of Sand-
stone, has become a 
lifeline and a place where 
connections are formed. 
Despite some challenges 
in the way of the pan-
demic and some personal 
struggles of the camp 
director, Kevin Burgess, 
camp planning is well 
underway and will hap-
pen as scheduled. 

COMING OUT OF A PANDEMIC
“We were trying to do 

everything possible so 
we could run as soon as 
possible based on guid-
ance on restaurants and 
schools and business-
es,” recalled Burgess of 
the early stages of the 
pandemic. He said that 
the camp determined a 
plan on how to clean and 
how to start up during 
the onset of the pandemic 
in 2020 with a day camp. 
“We started with fi ve 
kids in the day camp and 
were up to 40 kids per 
day midsummer.”

The fi rst week of July 
of 2020, overnight camp 
would start back up, but 
camp would look differ-
ently. Campers would be 
placed into cabin pods 
that would be timed and 
would travel together, 
according to the health 
inspector’s plans. There 
was a quarantine cabin 
for campers who had 
COVID symptoms, and 
Burgess was required 
to do contact tracing for 
anyone who even had a 
cold. This was all be-
fore testing was readily 
available. 

Last year, things re-
laxed, noted Burgess. “It 
wasn’t that we didn’t take 
it seriously or continue 
cleaning, but it was like 
some herd immunity had 

already come about and 
things were less scary 
as the vaccine had been 
more widely applied,” 
said Burgess. “We had 
a better understanding 
of how to kill it. We kept 
a drive through check-
in, with cabin pods and 
cabins eating together. 
There are a lot of things 
we still do, as a result of 
the pandemic changes, 
because it builds commu-
nity.” 

One thing observed 
was that after campers 
didn’t have in-person 
school for almost a year, 
the interpersonal skills 
and communication was 
greatly lacking. “When 
they came back together, 
they had to learn to com-
municate again,” said 
Burgess. “We go tech-free 
for the week, and they 
really start to learn to 
interact with each other 
and the bonds come 
naturally.”

But Burgess noted that 
it’s not just coming out 

The heart of Grindstone 
Lake Bible Camp
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Grindstone Lake Bible Camp 
director, Kevin Burgess, 
makes preparations for sum-
mer camp. Below, campers 
enjoy fi shing the lake. 

BY ANDREW BURGER, 
HEIDI BURGER

EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

Since 1969, the Track 
and Field Day events 
have been a staple of the 
Pine City community. 
Legendary coach Wayne 
Hansmann noted, 
“The fact that you get 
multiple generations 
out there on the same 
day and often all three 
of those generations 
participated in fi eld day 
is pretty amazing.” 

The excitement for 
the day, camaraderie, 
and pure enjoyment are 
what make the Pine City 
Field Day a highlight for 
the community. Coach 
Hansmann began his 
education career in 
Pine City in 1989 and 
has seen his share of 
fi eld days. When asked 
how athletic events like 
fi eld day have shaped 
our students at Pine 
City, Hansmann said, 
“When you think about 
athletics and what it 
takes to be successful, 

many of those include 
hard work, sacrifi ce and 
teamwork. These are 
ideals that are greatly 
needed in our society 

today.”
For such an event like 

the fi eld day to occur, 
you need to have a good 
teammate by your side. 

Sidekick, and longtime 
educator Brent Weiss 

Director shares impact on kids,
 personal struggles

SEE GRINDSTONE, PAGE 9 
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Wayne Bontjes tills a local fi eld last week, during a break in the rain, as part of the Pine 
View Farms operation, owned by Jason and Jade Zastera.

PHOTO COURTESY OF STUDIO NINE PORTRAITS

The ‘Legends,’ Wayne Hansmann and Brent Weiss fi nish up their last fi eld day on Friday, 
May 20.

SEE FINISH LINE, PAGE 2 

already come about and 

Crops on hold as farmers wait for rain to stop

SEE PLANTING, PAGE 10 
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started his career at Pine 
City in 1987. Coach Weiss 
has contributed to a vari-
ety of athletic programs 
in Pine City. 

Coach Weiss noted how 
the fi eld day has evolved 
over the years, “We have 
tried to keep the tradi-
tion going, keeping and 
maintaining records for 
each grade level, yearly 
ribbon winner boards, 
team trophies and 
awards programs.” 

Events that are in-
cluded in the fi eld day 
include, softball throw, 
shot put, long jump, 
high jump, discuss. The 
running events include 
a 50-yard dash, 100-yard 
dash, 200- and 400-yard 
dash and concluding the 
running events is the 
4x100 relay. Each student 
participates in at least 
three events. 

This year’s event oc-
curred at the high school 
using the upgraded track 
and event areas. For the 
past two years the fi eld 
day program shifted to 
the high school. “The 
high school doesn’t have 
the same fl avor as the 
traditional elementary 
site as it’s typically a 
whole day event, but the 
kids really like getting 
on the facilities, which 
makes them feel like a 
track star,” shared Coach 
Weiss. 

A few notables in this 
year’s event include, 

second grader Beatrice 
Palmblade who tied the 
original record set in 
1974 by Karla Nelson at 
8.1 seconds in the 50-yard 
dash. Palmblade would 
be the third athlete to tie 
that record along with 
Janet Roubinek (1975) 
and Betsy Coury (1976). 
However, Emma LeMon 
would later top all four 
athletes and the record 
with a 8.08 second run on 
Friday.  

In third grade, Jack 
Baures set a new 50-yard 
dash mark at 7.45 seconds 
beating the old record 
held by Kevin Hinze in 
1970. Baures would also 
top the 100-yard dash 
record held by Tom Hat-
fi eld in 1977 with a new 
time of 14.03.

In the sixth grade, a 
relay team consisting of 
Tristian Dehkes, Grant 
Haverahals, Mitchell 
Norton and Touvis Vang 
with a 59.59 seconds, set 
a new 4x100 record. The 
previous record was 59.71 
set by Mike Johnson, Jes-
sie Weiner, Ricky Wasson 
and David Palmer in 
1993. 

Both Coach Hansmann 
and Coach Weiss plan to 
retire at the end of the 
school year and complet-
ed their fi nal fi eld day 
event this past week. 
Each has contributed 
many hours of coaching 
and working with our 
area athletes demon-
strating those necessary 
qualities of teamwork 

and sacrifi ce. Coach 
Weiss is looking forward 
to escaping during the 
winter months and 
spending time with fam-
ily, especially the grand-
kids. Coach Hansmann 
highlighted spending 
time on his hobbies, 
spending time with his 

amazing wife and chas-
ing the next generation of 
Hansmanns around as a 
grandpa. 

With both educators 
retiring, Pine City will 
look to the next group of 
educators to take over 
and move forward with 
the program. 
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FINISH LINE: Generations of Field Day participants seen through the eyes of two coaches
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Pine City Elementary students battle it out for the 50-yard dash, long jump and high jump on Thursday of last week during day 
one of Field Day held at the Pine City High School.  Above right, parents and grandparents eagerly fi lm their runners. 



FRIDAY MAY 27
Art in the Park 

Pine City High School Jazz Band
Pine City Music Department brings 

Jazz in the Park Friday May 27, 6 p.m. - 8 
p.m. Located at Robinson Park in Pine 
City.

SUNDAY MAY 29
Royalton Memorial Day Service

The public is invited to the Royalton 
Memorial Cemetery Association’s An-
nual Memorial Day Service on Sunday, 
May 29 at 2 p.m. at 2511 Church Road, 
Braham, MN.  Pastor Tim Renstrom 
of  St John & St Stephen’s Lutheran 
Churches in Rush City and Braham 
and we will have a guest musician. A 
luncheon will follow service, free will 
offering accepted.  Contact Les Orvis at 
320-492-4579 if  you have any questions.

MONDAY MAY 30
Memorial Day Services

• Askov American Legion post #243 is 
having an in-person service Askov Ceme-
tery at 10 a.m.

• Pine City American Legion post #51 
is tentatively having a parade and an 
in-person service at Birchwood Cemetery 
in Pine City 10 a.m.

• Hinckley American Legion post #388 is 
having an in-person event at the Lutheran 
Memorial Cemetery 10 a.m.

• Sandstone American Legion post #151 
has three in-person events:  9 a.m. Fin-
layson Cemetery, 10 a.m.  at Dell Grove 
Cemetery then Spring Park Cemetery at 
11 a.m.

• Bruno American Legion post #563 has 
three in-person events Bruno cemetery 9 
a.m., Villstad cemetery 10 a.m., and Dan-
forth cemetery 12 noon

Willow River Post 163 and Denham/
Sturgeon Lake Post 361  

• St. Isidore Catholic Church 9:00 a.m.
    • Blomskog Cemetery 9:20 a.m.
    • St. Isidore Catholic Cemetery 9:45 a.m.
    • Sturgeon Lake Village Cemetery 10:10 
a.m.
    • Nordlund Cemetery 10:40 a.m.
    • Faith Lutheran Cemetery 11:00 a.m.
    • Methodist Cemetery 11:20 a.m.
    • Rutledge Cemetery 12:00 p.m.
    • Willow River Cemetery 12:30 p.m.
Annual Memorial Day Service

The public is invited to the Royalton 
Memorial Cemetery Association’s Annual 
Memorial Day Service on Sunday, May 29 
at 2 p.m. at 2511 Church Road, Braham, 
Minn.  Pastor Joel Preston of  the Pine 
City Evangelical Free Church will give 
a devotional, music will be provided by 
Adrienne Roubinek. A luncheon will 
follow service, free will offering accepted.  
Contact Les Orvis at 320-492-4579 if  you 
have any questions.

            WEDNESDAY JUNE 1
Senior Tractor Ride  

The senior tractor ride will meet at the 
Fair grounds starting at 7 a.m. Donuts 
and juice will be provided. Departure 
time will be 7:30 a.m. 

FRIDAY JUNE 3
Art in the Park 

Rex Cactus Country
Pine City Arts Council hosting Rex 

Cactus Country 6-8 p.m. Located at Rob-
inson Park in Pine City.

SATURDAY JUNE 4
Pokegama Township Clean-Up Event

Pokegama Township Clean-up Event 
at Pokegama Town Hall 18336 Town Hall 
Road from 7-11 a.m. Information will be 
posted at www.pokegamatownship.com 
or call 320-629-3719 email at pokegama-
townhall@yahoo.com

EAST CENTRAL MINNESOTA’S 17th PRIDE 
SET FOR JUNE 4

East Central Minnesota Pride will pres-
ent the 17th annual ‘Pride in the Park’ 
on Saturday, June 4, 2022, from noon to 
5 p.m. The event will again be held in 
Robinson Park, downtown Pine City, and 
is a celebration of the LGBTQ (lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or 
questioning) community of East Central 
Minnesota. 

SUNDAY JUNE 5                                          
  8th Annual 5k Fun Run

The Pine Area Lions will be hosting 
their 8th Annual 5k Fun Run on Sunday, 
June 5 at 10 a.m. at Robinson Park in Pine 
City. Visit the Pine City Area Lions Face-
book page for more information.

Beginning of Summer Party
The Pine City Leo Club will be hosting 

a free beginning of  summer party next 
month for teenagers in the Pine Area.  
The party will be at Voyageur Park on 
June 5th, starting at 1 p.m.  There will be 
lots of  games and free snacks and drinks.

FRIDAY JUNE 10                    
Free Youth Clinic 

Free youth baseball clinic ages 6 - 12 
at the Leroy Samuelson Memorial Park-
City Fields 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Preregistra-
tion is required.

Golf Tournament
Pine City Are Chamber Golf Tourna-

ment Registration 11 a.m. Shotgun start 
at noon.

SUNDAY JUNE 12
Fly-In/Drive-In

Rush City Regional Airport is hosting 
the Fly-in/Drive-in event 8 a.m. to noon. 
Featured airplane A-1 Sky Raider “Naked 
Fanny”.

TUESDAY JUNE 14
Community Blood Drive

Batter up and win! Memorial Blood 
Centers is recruiting for blood donors 
to fi ll the summer roster when blood 
shortages often occur. That’s why your 
donation is especially needed at this 
blood drive to help support patients all 
summer long. 

Plus, all presenting donors will have 
an opportunity to win a pair of tickets to 
cheer on the Minnesota Twins! Winners 
are drawn daily. Sign up to give today!

Pine City Public Library parking lot 
10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

SATURDAY JUNE 25
Freedom Fest Returns

The community is excited to bring 
back a full line-up of  fun, family friend-
ly events for this year’s Freedom Fest 
weekend 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. located at Pine 
City Fairgrounds.

ACTIVE EVENTS
Bless the City Prayer Meetings

Hands for Pine City Outreach Church 
and Journey North would like to extend 
an invitation to community members to 
join with others in a weekly Blessing of 
Pine City prayer meeting. Come anytime.
If you’d like more information, contact 
Julie Samuelson at 320-496-3009. 

Early Childhood Screening
We want every child to come to school 

ready to learn. A beginning step is an 
early childhood screening. The best 
time to schedule a screening is when 
your child is three and a half years old. 
ALL children must be screened before 
entering Kindergarten. Call 320-629-4030 
to schedule today or go to: pcearlychild-
hood.weebly.com for more information.

Pine City Public Library Book Donations
The Pine City Public Library (300 5th 

St SE) is seeking donations of gently 
used books for our library book store. 
Currently unable to accept textbooks, 
encyclopedias, or items that have ac-
quired a musty odor from being stored 
in sheds and garages. Please call Heidi 
at 320-629-6403 with any questions.

Northern Exposures Photography Club 
The Northern Exposures Photography 

Club will continue to exhibit their work 
through Saturday, May 28 at Pine Center 
for the Arts, located at 265 5th St SE. 
Gallery hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Thurs-
day-Sunday. The gallery is free and open 
to the public.

NAMI Minnesota O� ers Free Online Mental 
Health Classes

NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on 
Mental Illness) has set up a wide variety 
of free online mental health classes for 
January and February 2022. 

Find a complete listing of these classes 
and how to join in by going to namimn.
org and clicking on “Classes” or go 
straight to https://namimn.org/educa-
tion-public-awareness/classes/sched-
uled/.
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MEETINGS

SENIOR DINING

WEATHER FORECAST

FRIDAY 5/27
AA: 10 a.m., Empower Recovery 
Services, 645 3rd Avenue SW, 
Pine City

AA: 7 p.m., Rush City Lutheran 
Church, 980 W 4th Street. Call 
David 612-387-6094

Weecovery:  7:30 p.m., Empow-
er Recovery Services, Second 
building, 509 3rd Avenue SE, 
Pine City

                   SUNDAY 5/29  
AA: 7 p.m. Evangelical Free 
Church, 625 Golf Avenue SW, 
Pine City. For information call 
320-438-9121.

                 MONDAY 5/30                           
Celebrate Recovery: 6 p.m., 
Journey North Church, 840 Main 
St S, Pine City

AA: 7:30 p.m., Our Redeemer 
Church, 825 Golf Avenue SW, 
Pine City

                  TUESDAY 5/31                         
Weecovery: 10 a.m., Empow-
er Recovery Services, 645 3rd 
Avenue SW, Pine City 

WEDNESDAY 6/1
Rock Creek AA: 7 p.m., Rock 
Creek City Center, 7080 MN-70, 
Pine City

Living Sober AA:  7 p.m., Henri-
ette Free Methodist Church, 
21004 MN-107, Grasston. Con-
tact Willie 320-629-3745

Women only AA: 7 p.m., Em-
power Recovery Services, 645 
3rd Avenue SW, Pine City

THURSDAY 6/2
TOPS: Take o�  pounds sensible
4 p.m. Pine City Library meeting 
room, 300 5th Street SE

Day Break Respite: 1 p.m., Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
825 Golf Ave SW, Pine City. Call 
(320) 364-9120 for enrollment.

Contact the Pine City Pioneer 
with questions, or to make 
changes to the meeting sched-
ule at 320-629-6771 
or publicnotices@pinecitymn.
com.

The Pine City Pioneer does not guarantee 
publication of community events. Space limits 
the size and number of articles. Out & About 
deadline is 3 p.m. Monday. If your informa-
tion must be published, consider placing an 
ad.

With story tips and ideas, 
email: editor@pinecitymn.

com

May 30 - June 1 
Monday: Memorial Day Close 
Wednesday: Tator Tot Hot Dish, 
Green Beans, Cinnamon Baked 
Apples, Bread, Dessert. 
Call the Pine City Senior Center 

at 320-629-3024 between 10:30 
a.m. and 1 p.m. with questions.

To Go 
Available

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Downtown Pine City • 320-629-9917

Chicken Cordon Bleu Sandwich w/ Fries & Pasta SaladChicken Cordon Bleu Sandwich w/ Fries & Pasta Salad
Italian Beef SandwichItalian Beef Sandwich

Taco SaladTaco Salad

Swedish MeatballsSwedish Meatballs

Tadpole Burger w/ Fries & Pasta SaladTadpole Burger w/ Fries & Pasta Salad

Chicken QuesadillaChicken Quesadilla

Taco TuesdayTaco Tuesday

Wed.,  June 1
Tues., May 31

Sun., May 29
Mon., May 30

Sat., May 28
Fri., May 27
Thurs., May 26 MEAT RAFFLE

5pm on Friday
DJ 9pm - 1am 
on Fri & Sat

Happy Hour
Every Day 

from 4-6pm 637118 11L 1a

Carey’s Communications
160 Evergreen Square SW • Pine City, MN 55063

320-629-6808

Carey’s Ben Franklin
24461 St. Rd. 35/70 • Siren, WI 54872

715-349-5057
&

Your One Stop Shop For all Your Electronic Needs

Carey’s Communications
160 Evergreen Square SW

Pine City, MN 55063
320-629-6808

Carey’s Ben Franklin
24461 St. Rd. 35/70

Siren, WI 54872
715-349-5057

& 637130 12L 2a

WWW.CAREYSCOMMUNICATIONS.COM 

Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:
EPICTrainer/Optimizer

Registered Nurses
$5000 sign on bonus w/1year OB experience

Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

MEEKER MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL & CLINICS

612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE
Questions: contact Cindi at 320-693-4521,
ctwardy@meekermemorial.org
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The Pioneer will
Attempt to publish the news as fairly and 

impartially as possible. Editorial comments 
will be restricted to this page, or when po-
sitioned elsewhere, be clearly identifi ed. All 
sides of controversial issues will be published 
within the capabilities of the newspaper. 

Letters to the Editor will be 500 words or 
less, and are subject to editing for accuracy, 
clarity, libel and civility, and must contain the 
undersigned’s full name and their address. 
Letter writers should live, work or have an-
other connection to The Pine City Pioneer’s 
coverage area. Due to space limitations, 
letters that don’t address local issues are not 

guaranteed publication. 
Sta�   reserves the right to refrain from 

printing a letter. Anonymous letters will not 
be printed. 

Letters may be emailed to: 
editor@pinecitymn.com no later than 5 p.m. 
Monday the week of publication. 

The Pioneer welcomes readers’ sugges-
tions for news stories as well as their com-
ments on stories that have been printed. 

News releases should be typed and in-
clude appropriate contact information. They 
will be printed as space permits in the fi rst 
issue possible. There are no guarantees that 
news releases will run.

S
pring is a time of renew-
al and new beginnings. 
Nature starts to come alive 
again, the animals are 

bringing forth a new generation 
of cuteness for us to admire 

and some of us 
already have 
that fi rst batch 
of produce 
sprouting before 
it goes into the 
garden. After the 
long and dreary 
winter, we are 
all ready to come 
alive again. For 
me, this is taking 

on a very different meaning.
Hello Readers! My name is 

Sara Goldstein, and I am the new 
reporter and photographer for 
North Pine County News and 
the Pine City Pioneer. I have 
been a freelance writer for many 
years and have had a passion for 
writing since I was a young child. 
I had been on hiatus during the 
pandemic as the opportunities 
just weren’t there. I was at a 
crossroads whether to give up 
writing and focus in other areas 
or continue and hope something 
comes along. Little did I know, 
the opportunity of a lifetime was 
right around the corner! Along 
with the dawning of springtime, 
my career was revived and ready 
to blossom. 

I am so very excited to be a part 
of a wonderful news team and 
to be bringing you, the readers, 
the latest news and top stories in 
Pine County. If you have a tip or 
story that you think is newswor-
thy, send me an email. I would 

love to hear what the readers 
want to see covered.

A little about myself. I grew up 
in the little town of Amery, Wisc.. 
where I graduated high school in 
1998. My husband, Loren, and I 
moved to Cambridge in 2011, and 
in the Fall of 2020, we purchased 
our dream home. 

We have four amazing kids, 
ages 20, 15, 13, and 2. We also 
have many “bonus kids” who we 
have been blessed with mentor-
ing and raising over the years. 
Our family, by blood and by love, 
is large, but our home and our 
hearts have plenty of room.

When I am able to enjoy some 
free time, I enjoy reading, 
hiking and foraging, traveling, 
and working in my yard. I love 
learning and defi nitely fall into 
the category of a forever student. 
Whether I am taking a class 
through community education, 
attending learning opportuni-
ties through various seminars 
or learning something new on 
Youtube, I am always striving to 
learn something I didn’t know 
before or honing a skill I already 
have. 

Another passion of mine is 
sports. I am and always have 
been a diehard fan of Minnesota 
sports, NASCAR, boxing/MMA, 
and wrestling. Hockey and foot-
ball will always be my top sports, 
and I have been known to get a 
little too excited and startle my 
family members when a major 
play happens.

Some of my favorite things 
to write about are true crime, 
human interest stories, military 
and other hometown heros, along 

with raising awareness for rare 
diseases. My fi rst article with 
the paper was before I became a 
reporter. I wrote an article about 
an extremely rare disease called 
Systemic Mastocytosis, a disease 
that takes control of the mast 
cells in our bodies and attacks 
everything from the skin, blood, 
bones and organs. The entire 
body becomes under attack and 
this is an incurable disease and 
without constant monitoring, 
treatment and management the 
disease will continue to progress 
until it takes over completely. I 
was diagnosed with it in 2016. 
I had never heard of it, and it 
took until I was in my mid-30’s to 
actually get a proper diagnosis to 
something I have lived with my 
whole life. Had I been diagnosed 
as a child, my health would be 
very different today. However, 
the bright side to this is that my 
own children were tested at a 
young age because of my diagno-
sis. My two oldest daughters have 
it as well, but their journey will 
be much easier because of people 
like me who are being diagnosed 
later in life. 

I look forward to bringing the 
news to the citizens of Pine Coun-
ty, meeting many new people and 
learning more about the area and 
its history. But most of all, I look 
forward to a beautiful new career 
doing what I truly love so much.  
I would love to hear from you; if 
you have a story you would like 
me to hear about, please email at 
news@pinecountymn.com.

SARA GOLDSTEIN is a sta�  writer for the Pine 
City Pioneer.

A great place to live

T
HIS IS CLEARLY a wonderful time of year as 
the weather warms, trees come to life, and the 
early fl owers start blooming. Fishing season is 
open and all the water sports come alive.

Garage sales start showing up, the garage gets 
cleaned, and winter coats are put away.

It’s time for a hike, cycling a path or 
getting that tennis racket or pickleball 
paddle out and getting some overdue 
exercise. It’s all part of the enjoyment 
of living in the Midwest. 

It’s prom time and graduation time 
and also a chance to get your fi n-
gers in the soil as we begin planting 
fl owers and vegetables. Whether it is 
a large garden or pots on the porch or 
veranda, it’s clearly a mark of a new 
season.

It’s also a time to review safety 
protocol, whether you are on a bike, 
on the water or four-wheeling through 
the pine forests. It’s time to review 

your ATV or boat registration and increase coverage. 
How about kayaks and power boats?

Motorists need to take heed as well. “Start seeing 
motorcycles.” I see motorists going through stop signs 
which can lead to unnecessary neighborhood acci-
dents. It’s a good time for a safety review within every 
family for all age groups.

It’s also the time of year when people work hard to 
clean up their lawns and gardens. Have you heard 
of “No mow May?” It’s when your yard is allowed to 
bloom to be pollinator friendly. This also the time of 
year to make home repairs and do painting. It’s all 
part of having pride in a community. I love living here.

IN THE PROCTOR, Minnesota Journal, May 5, 
2022 edition, a front page story asked the question, “Is 
Proctor in the crosshairs of Putin’s nukes?”

Proctor turns out to be one of 70 targets listed in a 
story about Russia’s possible missile strikes in the U.S. 
For perspective, this was carried in the March 21, 2022 
edition of the National Enquirer.

These are areas that would be hit in the fi rst, second 
or third strikes, according to the article.

The strategic value in hitting Proctor, Minnesota 
could be the Canadian National Railway Depot which 
deals with shipping of taconite for making steel. There 
is also the Husky oil refi nery in Superior, Wisconsin 
and the Duluth-Superior Port, along with the 148th 
Air Force Base, all within a few miles of Proctor.

The U.S., Australia and the U.K. said they will de-
velop a hypersonic missile by next year and sea-based 
by 2025. I learned this past week the U.S. successfully 
tested their hypersonic missile. 

Through Reuters, we are aware that Russia is devel-
oping a hypersonic missile that could hit our country 
in less than fi ve minutes. Let’s hope our leaders can 
bring this war to an end. 

Several years ago I was a guest of the Navy on a 
“boomer” nuclear submarine, the USS Nebraska, 
based in Bangor, Washington at sea.

The Navy has 14 of this type of sub. It’s the largest 
and most destructive force in the world.

Today we have more threats from several countries 
with nuclear capability. As a result, these subs are 
stationed around the world.

They have an effective range of 4,000 miles with 
accuracy to hit a pitcher’s mound.

I THINK WE are faced for the next 12 months 
with gasoline at $4 plus per gallon. Our country has 
adequate oil, as well as natural gas, but getting it into 
the pipeline has been clogged in part due to govern-
ment regulations and executive leadership. Perhaps it 
wouldn’t make any difference what party was in offi ce 
with the polarization and politics slowing down the 
process of what’s good for the American people.

We are going to eventually see diffi culty with our 
electric power grids. Some of our leadership has been 
too anxious to go green, thereby eliminating fossil 

New reporter joins Pine City, county news teams

SEE JOHNSON, PAGE 7 

Sara Goldstein

Publisher  
Emeritus

Gene Johnson
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In 2015, I started the Pine County Attorney’s Offi ce 
Facebook page at a time when very few county attor-
ney’s offi ces in the nation had a social media profi le. 
I had high hopes for the intersection of social media 

and government. I viewed it as a forum where elected 
leaders could engage with citizens without barriers, 
where the government could increase transparency, 
and where citizens could receive notice of important 
issues.

I typically published posts about 
serious cases that concluded with pris-
on time. The public frequently heard 
about arrests and charges from many 
news sources, but there was not a lot of 
information about what happened at 
the end of a case, often because cases 
take over a year to resolve and the 
facts have faded from the news. In the 
absence of information, people consis-
tently assumed the worst outcome, so 
I felt it was important to counter those 
assumptions with the real story and to 
let people know that their tax money 
was being put to good use.

I was also bothered by how my cases 
were reported in state and national 

news – I felt that important facts were not mentioned to 
make a story appear more compelling for wider audi-
ence appeal. I felt that social media was a way to ensure 
those absent facts were added to the narrative.

The feedback I’ve received about the page has been 
overwhelmingly positive over the years and I’m thank-
ful. The page has grown to over 2,300 followers.

I monitor the comments on the Facebook page, not 
necessarily for content, but rather I’m interested in 
general trends. The vast majority are positive and 
appreciative of the information. I sometimes receive 
great feedback on how people feel about certain issues. 
Occasionally, I receive personal attacks, which I typi-
cally ignore other than to feel sorry for the person who 
felt that it was necessary to sink that low.  

I often notice a comment or two on most posts con-
taining a general theme. One such comment theme is 
along the lines of: “The justice system is broken.” For 
instance, I’ll create a post about a drug dealer receiving 
84 months in prison. Someone invariably posts, “That’s 
not enough time; the justice system is broken!” and 
someone else will post, “He should be in treatment, not 
prison; the justice system is broken!” People’s defi nition 
of “broken” frequently contrasts.

Is the justice system broken? No. I believe we have 
the fi nest justice system in the world, but it is far from 
perfect. It’s a living, human-based system. It changes 
and adapts to the agreed-upon rules for society and the 
resources available to carry out its function. If there 
is an issue, it gets adjusted and retested to increase its 
fairness, counter prejudices, incorporate scientifi c and 
social advances, and offer leniency where it is needed 
and appropriately penalize wrongdoers. 

It’s an 800-year-old marvel that is honed by another 
marvel: the three-branch system of democratic gov-
ernment. It’s a product of lawyers, citizens, courts, law 
enforcement, victims, politicians, experiences, groups, 
lawbreakers, legislatures, and millions of people who 
work in the system in countless capacities. There is 
beauty and logic to the fl uidity and continuity of the 
system.  

As Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “The arc of the 
moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” I 
believe the system bends in the same direction.

A related theme that gets thrown around a lot is 
“criminal justice reform.” I’m not a fan of the term. I 
consider it a careless phrase often pushed by politicians 
or others who know very little about the justice system. 
The term does not acknowledge the hard work by good 
people who currently work in the justice system, which 
is where many of the real, impactful changes originate 
from.  

For instance, many professionals within Pine County 
(probation, courts, attorneys, health and human 
services, law enforcement, jail staff) have created 
impactful changes that have incorporated restorative 
justice into juvenile programs, focused on getting help 
for justice-involved military veterans, added chemical 
health programs for jail inmates, increased victim 
outreach, and have reduced barriers for child victims of 
sexual abuse. Justice committees are currently tack-
ling important topics such as the mental health needs of 
the inmate population and reducing disparities in the 
system. 

To counter incorrect or negative beliefs, I believe that 
those of us who work in the justice system probably 
need to do a better job at talking about what we do, how 
the system works and why we do this work. However, 
I’m going to rely less on social media to do this because 
I feel that social media, in general, has come to the end 
of its usefulness. My plan is to rely more on local media 
sources. I’ve found that publications, such as this one, 
do a great job of getting out a full story and are much 
more comprehensive than a Facebook post. Plus, sup-
porting local media supports local jobs and businesses – 
having a good local economy is a proven way to reduce 
crime.

REESE FREDERICKSON is the Pine County attorney.

Is the justice system broken?Heard it on the Streets asks:

‘WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND?’
at the Pine City Township Hall 

“Herding kids and 

spending time with the 

cattle.”

Scott Hildebrand,

Lindstrom, Minn.

“Spending time with the 

family.”

Brent Jahnz,

Pine City

“Spending time around 

the house with family.”

Gordy Johnson,

Pine City

“Spending time up at 

the cabin.”

Kyle Palmer,

Pine City

“I will be speaking on 

Memorial Day at 

Birchwood Cemetery.”

Steve Ovick,

Pine City

A
s most have heard by now, 
the 2022 Minnesota legis-
lature has adjourned with 
no agreements on how to 

use the surplus. The fi rst thing 
to remember is that this was not 
a budget year, so there will be no 
shutdowns. The surplus could 
have been used for supplemental 
spending or tax cuts, but that is 
where the agreement could not be 

reached. 
In our original 

plan from Senate 
Republicans, most 
of the surplus 
would have been 
used for tax cuts. 
The bulk of those 
cuts would have 
come by ending 
the tax on social 
security and low-
ering the income 
tax rate on the 
lowest tier. We 
heard from many 
throughout the 

state that they wanted us to give 
the money back. Sending one-
time checks back was not the an-
swer, in our opinion, so ongoing 
tax cuts were where we landed. 

You can see the stark differ-
ence between the two plans. The 
Governor and House Democrats’ 
original plan was to spend the 
surplus on new programs, supple-
ment current programs, and send 
out one-time checks. Negotiations 
were challenging as we tried to 
fi gure out how to come to a com-
promise on these plans. 

As we neared the end of the ses-
sion, a high-level agreement was 
reached. Use some of the surplus 
for tax relief, some for spending 
on programs, and leave some 
leftover for next year in the bank. 
Approximately $4 billion was in 
each pot. Unfortunately, that is 
as far as we could get regarding 
an agreement. The details of 
how that would be distributed 
were not agreed to by the end of 
session. 

The Republicans in the Senate 
proposed that the portion for tax 
relief be focused on ending the 
tax on social security and some 
aid to counties and cities to help 
keep local property taxes down. 
Democrats came in with different 
priorities. An agreement was ten-
tatively reached as we got to the 
fi nal hours of session, but those 
agreements were never adopted 

in the conference committee 
because House Democrats would 
not come in for the fi nal vote. 

When it comes to the spending 
portion of the agreement, most 
of the money was to be used in 
education, health and human 
services, and public safety. The 
broad agreement allocated $1 
billion for education, $1 billion for 
health and human services, and 
$450 million for public safety.

 Senate Republicans proposed 
that the $1 billion for education be 
used to reduce the special educa-
tion cross-subsidy. Requirements 
from the federal government 
to provide services for special 
education have never been fully 
funded by the federal govern-
ment, so schools must pay for it 
from their general fund budget. 
We have heard from every school 
district around the state that this 
is the biggest burden on their 
system. We proposed giving $860 
Million to schools to help lower 
that burden. We also continued 
our commitment to funding a 
program that trains teachers how 
to teach kids to read. Literacy is 
critical for learning, so we are 
committed to giving teachers the 
tools they need to teach kids. 

In the health and human ser-
vices area, the Senate had a plan 
to help our nursing homes, long-
term care facilities, and the peo-
ple who work caring for our most 
vulnerable. Facilities around the 
state are in danger of having to 
close their doors because of the 
lack of workers and the low reim-
bursement rates. Our plan would 
have not only raised those rates 
but would have given long-over-
due raises to those who do this 
selfl ess and lifesaving work.

We have all seen in the news 
the stories of rising crime. Law 
enforcement offi cers are con-
stantly criticized and questioned, 
so many are leaving or retiring 
early. In our proposal, we would 
have made investments to retain 
current law enforcement offi cers 
and recruit new ones. We also 
had provisions for holding those 
who break the law accountable 
for their actions. 

Senate Republicans were 
committed on these priorities. 
Democrats were relentless on 
their priorities. The fi nal details 
of a compromise could not be 
reached, we were just too far 
apart. There are still some talks 

going on with the Governor and 
House to see if it is worth it to call 
a special session, but the reality 
is we are still a long way apart, 
and an agreement is going to be 
hard to fi nd. 

The most disappointing thing 
about session is that this was 
supposed to be a policy and 
bonding year. The large surplus 
got most of the attention, so policy 
issues took a back seat, with very 
few getting done. Bonding also 
ended with no agreement. With 
leadership spending so much 
time trying to compromise on 
the surplus, not enough time was 
devoted to get the bonding bill 
across the fi nish line either. This 
is the one thing that could get an 
agreement on to have a special 
session. Many good projects could 
and should be done around the 
state, so I am hopeful that this at 
least will be an area of agreement 
that will happen soon. 

Despite the lack of agreement, 
we accomplished a few essen-
tial things in the fi nal days. We 
secured signifi cant funding to 
continue improving Minnesota 
broadband access across the 
state. We got critical funding 
done for drought relief grants 
to help Minnesota farmers. We 
supported our veterans of all ages 
by securing money for veterans’ 
homes, service bonuses, and 
enlistment bonuses. 

Additional good news is that the 
surplus will be there next year. 
Most of it will not be a projected 
surplus but money in the bank. 
With the pending recession and 
the war in Ukraine, it is possible 
it will not be as large as predict-
ed. We will also have a much bet-
ter idea of where the economy is 
headed next January and where 
some new needs may be. 

Know that I am committed to 
continuing the conversations at 
the Capitol. I will be all around 
the district and encourage every-
one to reach out and share their 
thoughts and opinions with me so 
I can represent the views of our 
area at the Capitol. Although the 
differences are vast, and the po-
litical rhetoric is likely to worsen 
this summer, I am confi dent we 
can come to compromises and 
good decisions to serve Minneso-
ta well in the future.

JASON RARICK is the senator representing District 
11.

Session ends with no agreement

State 
Senator
Dist. 11

Jason Rarick

With story tips and ideas, email: editor@pinecitymn.com



We’re right in the middle of what I call Grad-
uation Season. Like many other local churches, 
our congregation dedicated this past Sunday to 
honoring and celebrating with our graduating 
senior highers. Next Friday is commencement 
and, in the meantime, seniors are caught up in 

the frenzy of fi nals, scholar-
ships, getting caps and gowns, 
paying fees, attending and host-
ing graduation parties, plan-
ning for fall, and on and on. 

This is the time it really be-
gins to sink in for seniors that 
“this is it.” Things are coming 
to an end for them as far as high 
school is concerned. Lots of 
“lasts” - last games, last classes, 
last time to see certain people, 
last school lunch!

I’ve been involved with 
students at some level for more 
than 30 years in my various 
roles as a youth pastor, volun-
teer, substitute teacher, assis-
tant cross country coach, and 

as a parent. I love meeting and spending time 
with teens, and I have to say that we have some 
amazing students in Pine City. It’s always sad to 
see them graduate from youth group and school 
(well… most of the time, anyway!) It’s awesome 
to see how far they’ve come and where they are 
heading.

This year’s graduates have been through a 
lot in their high school career and have faced 
unique challenges associated with the coro-
navirus and our turbulent culture in general. 
Additionally, they have had to go through all the 
usual tribulations faced by all teens.

I am so thankful for the wonderful teachers 
in Pine City who work so hard to help them 
navigate these challenges. Our schools have 
gone through a diffi cult season, but our amaz-
ing teachers have worked diligently to come 
alongside these students and help them succeed. 
I’ve been a substitute at the high school for the 
past fi fteen years and have seen how hard our 

teachers and staff work. Jesus once said that 
“everyone who is fully trained will be like their 
teacher.” (Luke 6:40) If that applies to our teach-
ers, then these students couldn’t be in better 
hands.

Every year as I watch the seniors walk across 
the stage to receive their diploma, I’m reminded 
of a truism I often share with new parents: “The 
days are long, but the years are short.” It seems 
like just yesterday that… fi ll-in-the-blank: that 
they were born; that they took their fi rst steps; 
that they started kindergarten; that they were a 
freshman in high school, that they started their 
fi rst job. The years seem to pass by so quickly.

Of course, that’s true for adults, as well. It 
seems like just yesterday that we graduated, got 
married, had kids, and so on. It all seems to go 
by so fast.

That feeling is nothing new. In fact, thousands 
of years ago Moses prayed a prayer, recorded 
for us in Psalm 90, that addresses this very 
topic. He notes that our days “quickly pass, and 
we fl y away” and so he asks God to “Teach us 
to number our days, that we may gain a heart 
of wisdom.” In other words, we have a certain 
amount of time available to us – whether it’s in 
school, in our job, or just in life, so it’s important 
to realize the brevity of our time and consider 
carefully how we are using it. We need to ask 
ourselves: Am I making consistent deposits in 
the things that are important in life? Because 
my time is limited, and my tendency, if I’m not 
careful, is to let the days slip by.

How do I get this heart of wisdom he talks 
about? Scripture says, “If any of you lacks wis-
dom, you should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without fi nding fault, and it will be given 
to you.” (James 1:5)

Graduates will be getting all kinds of advice 
over the next few weeks, but the best advice I 
know is to seek God and ask for the kind of wis-
dom only he can give. Which is probably pretty 
good advice for all of us.  

ROB SPAHR is the pastor of First Presbyterian Church.
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Graduation Season!

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine cream 
cheese, butter and granulated sugar. Beat until 
light and fl uffy. Stir in milk, eggs, and vanilla 
carefully. In separate bowl, sift together fl our, baking powder, baking 
soda and salt. Add to cream cheese mixture and mix until smooth. 
Carefully fold in strawberries. Try not to break up the berries too much. 
Spread batter in a greased and fl oured 9x13-inch baking pan. Mix brown 
sugar and pecans and sprinkle over cake batter. Bake about 45 minutes. 

Preheat oven 400 degrees. In a small bowl, mix the Ramen 
noodles, almonds, sunfl ower seeds and melted butter. Transfer to 
a baking sheet and toast in the oven, stirring occasionally, until 
browned, about 10 minutes. Remove from the oven and set aside 
to cool. Watch it carefully because it burns easily. Tear the lettuce 
and combine with the spinach, strawberries and cheese in a large 
salad bowl. For the dressing: Dissolve the sugar in the vinegar. 
Combine the oil, paprika, salt and garlic, then add to the sug-
ar-vinegar mixture. Mix well and store in the refrigerator until 
ready to serve. Just before serving, sprinkle the crunchy topping 
over the salad greens and toss the salad with enough dressing to 
coat the greens. Makes 6 servings.  

National Strawberry Month

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream 
cheese, softened 

1/2 c. softened butter 
3/4 c. granulated sugar 
1/4 c. milk 
2 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla 

2 c. fl our 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 tsp. baking soda 
1/8 tsp. salt 
3 c. sliced strawberries 
1/4 c. brown sugar 
1/2 c. chopped pecans, 

1 pkg. ramen noodles, 
crushed (discard fl avor packet) 

1/4 c. sliced almonds 
1/4 c. sunfl ower seeds 
1/4 c. (1/2 stick) butter, 

melted 
1 head romaine lettuce, 

washed and dried 
One 5-oz. bag baby spinach 
1-pint strawberries, hulled 

and thinly sliced 

1 c. grated Parmesan 
Dressing: 
3/4 c. sugar 
1/2 c. red wine vinegar 
3/4 c. vegetable oil 
1/2 tsp. paprika 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 cloves garlic, minced 

STRAWBERRY COFFEECAKE

STRAWBERRY SALAD 

Food ‘N Friends

Mary Ellen Dewey

First 

Presbyterian 

Church

Pastor Rob 

Spahr
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Proud to sponsor and salute our local church� 

To be included in the Worship Guide or to make changes to your listing please contact Jackie at (320) 245-2368 or email class@northstarmedia.net

Church of Christ
815 7th St. SW, Pine City
10 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship Service
4 p.m.  Evening Service 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. Bible Study.
Contact: Greg Douvier
320-336-8978

Dale Evangelical Free Church
45268 Brunswick Rd, Harris, MN 
763-689-5817 
Pastor/Teacher Dr. Harvey Martin 
Sunday School, all ages 9:00 am
Sunday Service 10:25 am 
www.daleefc.com
Awana, Wed. 6:30-8:00pm
Youth, Wed. 6:30-8:00pm

First Presbyterian Church
405 Main St. S., Pine City
320-629-3592
Pastor Rob Spahr
www.firstprespinecity.org
Sunday Worship Celebration 
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School, Preschool-Gr 6 
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Group 6:15 PM

Grace Baptist Church
1 mile Southwest of Pine City 
on Fairway Road (next to I-35) 
320-629-1374 
Pastor Tim W. Stratton 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
for all ages. 11:00 a.m. Preaching 
Service, 6:00 p.m. Evening Service. 
7:00 p.m. Wed. Bible study
6 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Master Clubs for 
children ages 4 to 6th grade.

Hands for Pine City
Hands for Pine City
Outreach Church
Library Community Room
300 5th St. SE
Pine City, MN
Wednesday Nights from 6-7 PM
Outside weather permitting
320-496-3009
Hands4PC@gmail.com
Facebook fan page:
Hands for Pine City
Existing to be the hands of Jesus
to Pine City

Henriette Community Church
(Free Methodist)
One mile North of Henriette on 
HWY 107 • 320-679-4875
Pastor Jack Droste
Sunday School,  9:15 am.;
Sunday morning Worship,
10:15 a.m.

Hinckley Seventh Day 
Adventist
550 1st St. NE, Hinckley
320-384-6167
Pastor: Carlos Rodriguez
Services, Saturday, 11 a.m.
Fellowship lunch 1st and 3rd 
Saturday following services.

Hope Lutheran Church Grasston
Dean Oelfke, Pastor
320-396-3925
hopelutherangrasston.org
Sunday Worship Service 11am
Holy Communion first and third 
Sundays and festival days.

Hustletown Community Church 
(HCC)
Hustletown Non-Denominational
17945 Blue Jay Ln
Pastor Bruce Thompson
651-983-8130
Mail: 1010 3rd Ave SW
Pine City
Sunday School 10:15 am
Worship Service 11:00 am

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church
535 8th St. SW, Pine City 
320-629-2935
Monsignor Alek Suchan
www.icchurchpinecitymn.org
office@icchurcpinecitymn.org
Mass: Saturday 5 pm, 
Sunday 10 am, 
Confessions: Tuesdays from 
4:30 - 5:15pm
No Sunday Confessions 

Journey North Church
Current location: 
840 Main St S, behind A&W.
Pastor Tim Adams
320-629-6111
Sunday Services: 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery, toddlers and KidVenture 
programs during both services.
www.JourneyNorthChurch.com

Living Water Fellowship
915 W. 8th St. Rush City, MN
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Call 320-358-3818 for weekly Bible 
studies and youth activities.

Open Arms Church of God
406 Pine St., Grasston, MN
320-396-3373
Pastor Gene Sherrod
Spirit Filled Worship
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Children’s ministry

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
825 Golf Ave SW Pine City
320-629-2985
9 a.m Sunday Worship Service & 
Sunday School
In-person
Live Online (www.orlcpc.com)
Live Radio (WCMP 1350AM or 
106.5FM)
Children of Joy Preschool
School Year & Summer sessions

Pine City Evangelical Free 
Church
625 Golf Ave SW
Pastor Joel Preston
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. 
Nursery (infant-3yrs) 
Wednesdays: AWANA (Sept-Apr) 6 
p.m.; Joe Gatzke, Student Pastor 
(Youth Group), 
Jr & Sr High 6:00 p.m.
Phone: 320-629-2584
Email: pinecityefree@gmail.com

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
320-629-2935
19390 Ave, Beroun, MN
Monsignor Alek Suchan
Sunday Mass 8:00 a.m.

South Pine Baptist Church
Meeting at Pine City Library 
Community Room
300 5th St SE, Pine City, MN
Pastor Dennis Eng
320-336-9292
southpinebaptist@gmail.com
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Midweek Bible Study at 6:30p.m.
(Call for location)
www.southpinebaptist.org

Zion Lutheran Church
410 Main St. S, Pine City
Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Growing in Grace Preschool
Mon-Wed- Fri a.m.
Pastor Glen Kleppe
320-629-3683

guideguide

(320) 384-7373 • 710 Spring Lane, Hinckley
www.ElderwoodofHinckley.com

Where You 
Get the Most 
Out of Life

320-629-2561
MEMBER

Serving the Pine City Area Since 1896

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPOT,
CONTACT:

Jackie Dahlberg
Employment and Classifi ed Specialist

Courier O�  ce Main: 320-245-2368
Email: Class@northstarmedia.net

410 Main St. S, Pine City

Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Growing in Grace Preschool
Mon-Wed- Fri a.m.
Pastor Glen Kleppe
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10 Years Ago, 2012
The United States 

Senate has passed a 
resolution to designate 
the facility of  the United 
States Postal Service 
located at 170 Evergreen 
Square Southwest in 
Pine City, Minnesota, as 
the “Master Sergeant  
Daniel  L. Fedder Post 
Offi ce.”

Relay for Life returns 
to Pine County: Pine 
County residents 
are stepping up and 
stepping out once again 
this year for the second 
Pine County Relay For 
Life to be held from 
6:00 p.m. on June 2nd 
to 6:00 a.m. on June 3rd 
at the Pine City High 
School track. Relay for 
Life raises funds for 
the American Cancer 
Society to fi ght the 
disease and support its 
victims.

25 Years Ago, 1997
Stoffel Museum 

featured on television: 
Venture north, a 
program on Channel 
2, will show a fi lm on 
Ed Stoffel’s Family 
Museum. Stoffel, of  
Pine City, has created 
the museum in the 
building on his property. 
It will appear on the 
Duluth public television 
channel.

Mille Lacs Band 
rescues seniors: A 
$10,000 donation from 
the Mille Lacs band of  
Ojibwe Grand casinos 
in Hinckley and Mille 
Lacs will enable the 
Hinckley Senior Center, 
incorporated, to buy the 
lot under its building 
from Burlington 
Northern and Santa Fe 
Railroad and ensure the 
future of  the Hinckley 
Senior Center.

50 Years Ago, 1972
An explosion and fi re 

destroyed the remains of 
Johnny and Jan’s Tav-
ern in Henriette early 
last Saturday morning. 

The building had been 
declared a total loss 
after a fi re last January, 
although some work had 
been in progress recently 
in an effort to salvage 
some reusable lumber. 
Arson is suspected in 
this fi re, say fi re offi cials, 
as neighbors report see-
ing a man run from the 
building after hearing 
the explosion. This is the 
third fi re for this build-
ing.

Effective July 1, drivers 
on Minnesota’s streets 
and highways may turn 
right on a circular red 
traffi c light.

Lion’s president Cliff 
Darrow presented the 
keys for the new public 
restrooms in Wiseman 
Park to the Village Clerk. 
This was the Lions 
number one project of the 
year.

75 Years Ago, 1947
There will be a meeting 

of the citizens of Pine 
City and the surrounding 
territory at the Pine City 
High School auditorium 

on Monday evening May 
26th for the purpose of 
discussing the building 
of a hospital in Pine City.

On Tuesday evening, 
May 27, the senior class 
of the Pine City High 
School will embark on 
their careers when 49 
boys and girls will be 
presented with diplomas 
of graduation.

The Pine City Women’s 
Christian Temperance 
Union is holding their an-
nual Institute at friend-
ship hall, local Methodist 
Church, on Tuesday May 
27 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

100 Years Ago, 
1922

Rock Creek; the small 
brook trout fry that 
were planted in Rock 
Creek last year are still 
living and have ob-
tained a length of from 

one to two inches.
Sandstone Courier; 

William Percy is back 
on the job as Marshall 
since Tuesday. Although 
still limping from the 
effects of a gunshot 
wound by the murder-
ous assault of a “shiner” 
several weeks ago while 
searching his premises 
for “moon.”

125 Years Ago, 
1897

The park is looking 
fi ne, the grass is up and 
nice and green, and the 
trees are all leaved out 
and it is one of the beauty 
spots on the St Paul and 
Duluth railroad.

On Monday evening 
the Council passed an 
ordinance prohibiting 
the riding of bicycles 
or other vehicles on the 
sidewalks of this village. 

Now seeing that the can-
cel has passed such an 
ordinance, The Village 
Council should see that 
the streets are put in de-
cent shape for riding and 
bicyclists should insist 
that they do.

Everything passed off 
pleasantly on decoration 
day until just as the pro-
cession got back from the 
cemetery, when Marshall 
Thomas took two boys 
to the lock up for using 
profane and obscene lan-
guage. It is a shame and 
a disgrace for a village to 
allow the language that 
can sometimes be heard 
on our streets, and also 
the crowds of men and 
boys that sit along the 
edge of the sidewalks so 
that a lady cannot pass 
along without running 
a gauntlet of men’s eyes 
on her.

FILE PHOTO    

‘Dirty Bess’ was a hard-working tugboat. Late one Summer Afternoon in 1910 near Pine City, 
this photo was snapped of ‘Dirty Bess,’ a hard-working tugboat which was a common sight on 
the Snake River. Here she’s seen towing a huge load of logs behind her.

Years Ago: 
Explosion and fi re at tavern

JOHNSON: A great place to live ...
FROM PAGE 4

too anxious to go green, 
thereby eliminating 
fossil fuels prematurely. 
It’s good to have nation-
al goals, but we need to 
be realistic in bringing 
them on line without 
putting undue pressure 
and excessive costs on 
the consumer.

Government spending 
and petroleum is proba-
bly the biggest cause of 
the infl ation. Production 
and delivery is cen-
tered around petroleum 
supplies and products. 
Infl ation will need to be 
controlled and with that 
we are likely to have 
some type of recession. 
I don’t think any of this 
was necessary, at least at 
the level we are experi-
encing.

The cost of living is 

spiking. Expectation is 
there for employees to re-
ceive higher wages, and 
rightly so. That adds to 
the costs of producing all 
that we consume. Once 
wages are established, 
they don’t go down.

We have the additional 
problem of the shortag-
es, let alone laborers. 
There are far more jobs 
available than there are 
people qualifi ed to fi ll 
those positions.

When you are purchas-
ing, thank every em-
ployee that helps you for 
coming to work that day. 
So many stores are short 
of staff and through it we 
are learning lessons of 
patience and priorities.

THANKS, VETER-
ANS, FOR all your 
sacrifi ce to preserve our 
democracy and freedoms. 

Enjoy and refl ect on Me-
morial Day.

GENE JOHNSON is the Publisher 
Emeritus for Northstar Media. 

SOLUTION

CROSSWORD PUZZLE - MAY 26
CLUES ACROSS
 1. English river
 5. Particular part of 
something
11. Cool!
14. Welsh for John
15. Given name meaning 
“great spirit”
16. Wrath
17. Social occasion
19. Mechanical belt
20. __ de la __
21. Commands
22. Body part
23. Caught sight of
25. Funeral car
27. Skin infection

31. Sometimes they “burn”
34. Russian river
35. Famed soap opera 
character Kane
38. Pie _ __ mode
39. Endangered
41. Socially inept person
42 Romanian river
44. Swerve
45. Monetary unit of Samoa
46. A type of approach to 
please
49. Form of Hebrew name 
for God
51. “Carry On My Wayward 
Son” rockers
55. A team’s best pitcher

56. A woody climbing plant
60. Long, edible marine fi sh
61. Human rights group in 
Africa (abbr.)
62. Data
64. Corporate bigwig
65. Climbs
66. Relating to the ear
67. Commercials
68. You need it to eat
69. Political extremists

CLUES DOWN
 1. Reconnaissance (Brit. 
military)
 2. Asserts to be the case
 3. Starchy food made of 
dried orchid tubers
 4. Foes
 5. Rheumatoid arthritis 
score
 6. Ruler of Iran
 7. The top of the head
 8. Lilly and Manning are 
two
 9. Purchase attire for
10. Glittering with gold 
or silver
11. The bank of a body of 
water

12. Regions
13. Makes tractors
18. Adult beverage
24. Force unit
26. Swiss river
28. Cater to
29. Woody climbing plants
30. Seems less impressive
31. Consume
32. Boxing’s GOAT
33 Southwestern farmers
36. Beverage holder
37. A way to deteriorate
39. Judge
40. Norse explorer __ 
the Red
43. Farm resident
45. One who helps to 

govern
47. Plant-eating ground 
bug
48. History Finnish county
49. Conifer native to 
Jamaica
50. Longed
52. Small Japanese city
53. Arum family plant
54. Puts together in time
57. From a distance
58. __ contendere: no 
contest plea
59. Region
63. Mountain Standard 
Time
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SPONSORED BY THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES:

SPRING BURNING RESTRICTIONS LIFTED
TOWNSHIP FIRE WARDENS
Township Fire Wardens (TFW) are local people that volunteer their time to assist the DNR Forestry Division in 
issuing burning permits. There is usually a minimum of two wardens per township and often more than that. 
TFWs may issue permits for open burning of vegetative material for up to three evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 a.m. Just look for the State Fire Warden sign on a wooden post at the driveway entrance. Calling ahead 
is recommended to avoid a wasted trip and to let the warden know you plan to stop by.

WILDFIRE PREVENTIONWILDFIRE PREVENTION
The spring burning restrictions that went into effect 
on April 11 were lifted at midnight on Monday, May 
16, and burning is again allowed through the existing 
permit system. People will once again be able to stop 
in at the DNR Forestry offices and/or township fire 
warden residences to pick up a permit.
The purpose of the burning restrictions was to reduce 
the number of wildfires caused by debris burning 
and to reduce property damage. Our historical data 
indicated that 43 percent of wildfires originated from 
yard cleanup and debris burning. 
We have appreciated everyone’s patience with this 
process.
When are burning permits required?
  Burning permits are required by law for most open 
burning.  They are issued free of charge by local DNR 
foresters, and for free or for up to one dollar from 
township fire wardens.
Burning permits allow the DNR to limit burning to 
those times when there is less chance of a fire getting 
out of control.
Although no time is totally safe to burn; evening 
hours are considered much safer than daytime hours 
because in the evening the winds are normally slower, 
the humidity is higher and the temperatures are cooler 
- so fires that do escape control, burn much slower 
and are easier to put out.  Most permits are issued for 
evening hours of 6 p.m. to 8 a.m.
No burning permit required:
• When the ground has a snow cover of 3 inches 
or more surrounding the immediate area of the fire 
sufficient to keep fire from spreading.  Burning can be 
accomplished 24 hours a day under these conditions.
• Campfires in contained rings that are not larger 
than 3 feet in diameter and have the ground cleared 
of combustible materials for 5 feet around the base 
of the fire ring.  Campfires have to be for cooking, 
warming, or for ceremonies, and not for cleaning up 
yard debris.
• A fire contained in a charcoal grill, camp stove, or 
other device for the purpose of cooking or heating.
• An authorized burner used between the hours of 6 
p.m. to 8 a.m. for vegetative material.
Special Permits:
Permits for daytime burning are issued on a case-by-
case basis, and must be issued by a DNR forest offi-
cer. Burning permits may be issued to burn vegetative 
material only, including leaves, grass, brush, twigs, 
unpainted and untreated lumber.
For more information on open burning, call the Mora 
DNR Forestry Office at (320) 679-3683, Sandstone 
DNR Forestry at (320) 216-7560 or 320-216-7551, 
Little Falls Forestry at (320) 616-2450 x626.
City Burning Regulations:
Beroun, City of (Unincorporated):
Burning permits issued by Township Fire Wardens 
or the DNR.
Brook Park, City of:
Burning permits issued by Township Fire Wardens or 
the DNR.
Grasston, City of:
Allows open burning only when the burning permit is 
approved by their designated township fire warden 
or the DNR forester. 
Henriette, City of:
Burning permits issued by Township Fire Wardens or 
the DNR.

Hinckley, City of:
Strictly no burning within city limits.
Pine City, City of:
Burning permits issued by Township Fire Wardens or 
the DNR.
Rock Creek, City of:
Burning permits issued by Township Fire Wardens or 
the DNR.
Sandstone, City of:
Burning permits issued by Township Fire Wardens or 
the DNR.
Burning Permit Agreements:
 To keep the fire under control and to assume respon-
sibility for all damages and costs that may result from 
burning done under the permit. To attend the fire until 
completely extinguished. To have the permit available 
at the burn site for inspection. Not to burn if there 
is a practical alternative method for disposal of the 
material such as chipping, composting, or recycling. 
To use a clean burning device to start the fire. Not to 
conduct burning during any air quality alert. Not to 
burn prohibited materials listed under M.S. 88.171. 
To extinguish the fire immediately if the permit is 
revoked. That the permit fire will not be allowed to 
smolder without flame.
Burning Permit Requirements:
Prevailing wind must be away from nearby occupied 
buildings, public roads, airports, and landing strips.
Smoke must not be a hazard to the public.
Permittee must be at least 18 years old.
Burning is prohibited below the ordinary high water 
mark of public waters except for agricultural opera-
tions or for the purposes of managing forests, prairies, 
or wildlife habitat.
No open burning shall be conducted within 50 feet 
of a residence of another person, without his or her 
written permission.
General Fire Safety:
Prior to getting a permit:
Make sure that you have a good water supply
Make sure that you have tools to keep the fire under 
control (shovel, rake, etc.).
Make sure that you have a cleared area around the 
fire (the size of the cleared area would depend on the 
size of the fire).
Pay special attention to the weather (Is it windy? Has 
the weather been dry? Is the humidity low?). Many 
fires escape due to unexpected changes in weather 
conditions.
And finally, please attend your fire at all times.

ASKOV
Scott/Dianne Peterson
320-838-3332
Katheryn Heavirland
218-372-3427
Kathy Morris
320-838-3616

BROOK PARK 
Michael Billstrom 
320-385-0925
Brook Park Fire Dept
320-679-1355

BRUNO 
Bruno Fire Dept
320-838-1455
Jeanette Swenson 
320-838-3585
Lawrence Wermerskirchen
320-838-3261

CITY OF ROCK CREEK
Nancy Runyan/Sandra 
Pangerl
320-629-2736

CLOVER
St. Croix State Park 
320-384-6591

DUQUETTE
Duquette Store
218-496-5855

FINLAYSON 
Banning State Park
320-245-2668
Petry’s Bait 
320-233-7466

Dennis/Nancy Liebelt
320-216-5166
Kyle/Cindy Rapp
320-233-7397
Thomas Price
320-279-0373
Finlayson Fire Dept 
320-233-7170

FLEMING 
Lawrence Wermerskirchen
320-838-3261

HINCKLEY
Bear Creek Tavern
320-384-6705
Hinckley Fire Department
320-384-7491
Lewis McFerran
320-336-8612
Katherine Reiser
320-384-6740
(call after 5pm)
Herb/Lucy Sikkink
320-384-6647
St. Croix State Park
320-384-6591
Audrey Zamora 
320-224-6939

HOLYOKE
Mary Luusaua
218-496-5587

KERRICK 
Mark Sagvold
218-496-5816
Kerrick Fire Dept
320-838-3638

Kent Johnson
218-496-5877

KETTLE RIVER
Bruce Bohaty 
218-372-3137 
Shelly Gockowski 
218-372-4105
Kathryn Heavirland
218-372-3427
Dave’s Oil 
218-372-3173

OGEMA 
Lake Lena Community Center
320-384-6240 

PARTRIDGE/ASKOV 
Scott/Diane Petersen 
320-838-3332
Askov Fire Dept 
320-838-3616
City of Askov
320-838-3616

PINE CITY
Brett Carlson
320-629-7412
Lancelot Furber
320-629-1317
Paul Miller
320-310-2198
Tom Miller
320-980-5797
Pine City Fire Dept
320-629-7405
Kathy Schlaeger
320-629-2382

POKEGAMA 
Tom Miller
320-629-1434
Lancelot Furber 
320-629-1317

SANDSTONE
Banning State Park
320-245-2668
Lake Lena Community Center
320-384-6240
Sandstone Fire Dept 
320-245-2155
Dale Wilkening
320-245-5491
Rodney & Joanne Nelson
320-245-2675

STURGEON LAKE
Ron & Sharon Goetzinger
218-372-3288
Sturgeon Lake Fire Dept 
218-372-3391
Donna Burns 
218-380-0939
Sandy Osterdyk
218-372-3391

WILLOW RIVER
Bruce Bohaty
218-372-3137
Shelly Gockowski
218-372-4105
Kevin/Judy Nelson
218-372-3807
Dave’s Oil
218-372-3173
Willow River Fire Dept
218-372-3733

MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON THE DNR WEBSITE: WWW.DNR.STATE.MN.US

BE 
AWARE. 

STAY 
SAFE.

HOFFMANN

HARDWARE
1320 Northridge Drive NW, Pine City1320 Northridge Drive NW, Pine City

320-629-6363320-629-6363

1025 Main St. N. • Pine City, MN 55063
www.stansequip.com

320-629-6193
Docks & Lifts, Wood-burning Furnaces

Pine City, MN • 320-629-6737
www.dakacorp.com

Call Karen or Rita for an Appointment
18582 Alabaster Rd. • Pine City, MN 55063

(320) 629-6640

SALES, SERVICES & INSTALLATION 

815 Main St. S. • Pine City, MN  
320.629.3531320.629.3531 

East Central Energy

eastcentralenergy.com

A LIST OF TFWS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

320-629-1066
245 3rd Ave SE, Pine City

405 2nd Ave SE, Pine City • 320-629-6771

P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T YDON’T MISS A BEAT!
Subscribe to your local 

newspaper today!

Nicoll’s Cafe
DAILY BREAKFAST

& DINNER SPECIALS
320-629-6833

255 Main St. S, Pine City
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GRINDSTONE: Director shares camp strengths, needs and personal struggles
FROM PAGE 1

of a pandemic which is a 
challenge for the camp-
ers. Some of it has to do 
with kids’ home lives 
and the area in general, 
where children may 
not have opportunities 
available for positive 
interactions. 

INTENTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
When kids come to the 

camp, they have their 
physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs ad-
dressed. For some kids, 
having three square 
meals and a safe place to 
stay meets their physi-
cal needs. This allows 
them to deal with their 
emotional and spiritual 
needs. 

“I’ve had some really 
tough cases from fos-
ter homes where they 
may have been in three 
foster homes within a 
six month period,” said 
Burgess. “They come to 
an understanding where 
they can really make a 
decision based on how 
they want to live and 
act and how they want 
people to see them.” 

Burgess noted that one 
camper didn’t want to 
continue to be bounced 
from house to house and 
wanted to stay with the 
foster parents he had. 
“When he made a deci-
sion (to accept the Lord), 
he spoke to his coun-
selor about some of his 
troubles. We were able 
to understand what he 
was going through and 
speak to his case worker. 
He really opened up and 
spoke about wanting to 
live differently … he felt 
his future may either be 
in jail or dead.” 

Creating a safe place, 
where a camper can 
make a decision based on 
something they hear in 
chapel or during devo-
tional time in the cabin, 
is something that hap-
pens regularly at GLBC. 
“When a kid makes a 
decision for Christ, it 
changes their outlook 
rapidly, and they ask so 
many questions,” noted 
Burgess. “It gets deep 
very quickly.” 

He added that the staff 
focuses on building 
intentional relationships. 
“The kids can see that 
there is something dif-
ferent about the staff and 

that we care about where 
they’re going and what 
they’re doing with their 
lives,” he said. 

Forming connections 
with other campers is 
also something that hap-
pens at camp. “A camper 
might have a couple kids 
with them when they 
come, but they leave with 
other contacts and social 
media connections … 
and take those connec-
tions home with him,” 
said Burgess. 

PERSONAL STRUGGLES
Amid the typical 

pandemic struggles and 
challenges of gearing up 
for this year’s summer 
camp, Burgess has been 
facing his own personal 
challenges. 

This spring, Burgess 
had a seizure in the mid-
dle of gym class, where 
he is a teacher at East 
Central Schools. Two 
and half hours later he 
came to and realized he 
was in the hospital and 
that he had a tumor in 
his brain. “It made a lot 
of sense and cleared up a 
lot of questions because 
I had the tumor right on 
the motor cortex part of 
my brain that controls 
my right foot, which had 
been going numb over 
the past school year once 
in a while,” recalled 
Burgess. 

He was then trans-
ferred to the neurosur-
gery unit at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota for 
MRIs and to get a plan 
of treatment. “You don’t 
know what it is until they 
take it out of you and 
until there’s a biopsy or 
surgery to remove part 
or all of it,” he said. 

He decided, at the 
advice of his doctors, to 
do an awake craniotomy, 
which is a surgery where 
the patient stays awake 
to avoid critical damage 
that may cause paralysis. 

“It was crazy. You 
kind of just have to trust 
the surgeon,” recalled 
Burgess. “I was think-
ing about a lot of things 
during the surgery 
and responding when 
they asked me if I could 
move. He would make 
his cut and teach about 
what he was doing and 
go through each step. I 
was in really, really good 
hands.” But the surgeon 
had to stop with about 

one-third of the tumor 
still there because Bur-
gess lost feeling in his 
foot and couldn’t move it 
the way he wanted to. 

Now Burgess is recov-
ering at home and on 
leave from teaching with 
regular physical therapy 
to regain proper use of 
his foot. 

He was diagnosed with 
Grade 2 Astrocytoma, 
also known as Diffuse 
Astrocytoma. This is 
a slow growing form of 
brain cancer that has no 
cure but can be managed 
with treatment as time 
goes on. It is also very 
rare that this tumor 
would spread.

The treatment plan is 
to watch and wait and 
to not go through chemo 
or radiation at this time. 
Burgess will undergo 
regular scans, and if the 
tumor grows, his medical 
team will look at options 
of surgery and/or chemo 
or radiation, depending 
on what is seen on the 
scans. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
His camp family, school 

family and biological 
family have taken care 
of Kevin and his family, 
Amber and two young 
sons. “They’ve been more 
than accommodating and 
have stepped up to make 
my recovery as easy as 
possible,” said Burgess, 
adding that this has giv-
en him time to recover 
from the brain swelling 
and that he is unable to 
stand for long periods of 
time. 

Burgess said the 
support has come with 
a lot of cards and people 
reaching out to let them 
know they’re praying for 
and thinking of them, 
and that if they needed 
anything, they could 
reach out. People have 
also helped fi nancially to 
help cover the numerous 
trips to the Twin Cities, 
food and with time off at 
work. 

CAMP NEEDS
“You don’t realize how 

tight knit the community 
is until you go through 
something like this,” 
noted Burgess. “A lot of 
people stepped up and 
handled the camp start 
up.” 

As for camp needs, 
GLBC is in need of about 

6-10 people to complete 
the staff. The require-
ments are that helpers be 
at least 14 years old to be 
in the kitchen and over 16 
years to be a counselor or 
lifeguard. 

He added that he is 
thankful for the many 
scholarship donors due to 
the unprecedented num-
ber of scholarship appli-
cations this season. He 
said there is still a need 
for donations toward 
scholarships (approxi-
mately $10,000), toward 
the bathroom remodeling 
project (approximately 
$35,000) and benches/pic-
nic table materials (ap-
proximately $3,000). “We 
are also in the process 
of looking at building a 
memorial pavilion which 
would be a meeting place 
for churches or groups to 
have cookouts,” he said. 
He added that there is a 
search committee look-

ing for an assistant camp 
director to help operate 
the camp this summer. 

For those wanting to 
donate, there is a “giv-
ing” page on the camp’s 
website which can be 
found at http://www.
minnesotaministry.org/
give.html or more infor-
mation can be found by 
emailing glbcdirector@
gmail.com. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Day camp at Grind-

stone begins on June 20 
and runs through August 
12, and overnight camp 
starts June 26 and runs 
through Aug. 11. Camp 
director, Kevin Burgess, 
said that though pre-reg-
istration is encouraged, 
kids can show up the 
day camp starts and still 
attend. The camp early 
bird special ends May 
31, which includes a $10 
discount and a free camp 

T-shirt. 
The camp is located at 

13222 Grindstone Lake 
Road, Sandstone, Minn. 
The website is http://
www.minnesotaminis-
try.org/, and more infor-
mation can be found by 
emailing Amber Burgess 
at glbcregistrar@gmail.
com or calling (320) 245-
2777.

“I think about the 
investment that people 
have put into me and I 
still have time to put into 
other people,” said Bur-
gess. “The investment 
you put into one person 
can change not only their 
life but also many other 
lives. I’m at the point of 
knowing that’s what I 
really want to do.” 

PHOTOS  PROVIDED

Campers enjoy a game of basketball and swimming in Grindstone. 

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Memorial to O�  cer Wynn
The members of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resource’s Honor Guard were in Wash-
ington D.C. for Law Enforcement Memorial Day on May 15 to honor Minnesota o�  cers who 
have died in the line of duty. At the ceremonies, the Honor Guard carried fl ags for Red Lake 
Nation o�  cer Ryan Bialke, Itasca County Sheri�  Deputy Jamie Williams, Minnesota Conserva-
tion o�  cers Eugene Wynn (Pine City, 2019) and Sarah Grell (Grand Rapids, 2021). The names 
of fi ve Minnesota law enforcement o�  cers were inscribed on the National Peace O�  cers 
Memorial this year. 
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The Pine City Drag-
ons Football program 
will be hosting a team 
camp for grades 9-12 
for Dragon student 
athletes interested in 
Football. The camp 
will run June 23-25 in 
the evenings. Athletes 
can connect with 
Coach Burger or Coach 
Fort to get registered 
at aburger@isd578.org, 
nfort@isd578.org or 
in-person. 

Following the Dragon 
camp, Pine City will 
travel to the University 
of Minnesota-Duluth 
to participate in their 
team camp on June 
27-29. Dragon athletes 
will stay on campus for 
two nights and get top 
quality coaching from 
regional collegiate 
coaches. 

In addition to the 
summer camps, all ath-
letes will have oppor-
tunities to use the new 
weight room Monday 
through Thursday 

from 8-9 a.m. and 
evenings from 5-6 p.m. 
Please connect with a 
Dragon coach for more 
information on weight 
room times. 

Pine City basketball 
and volleyball sum-
mer leagues will also 
continue hosting area 
schools for high school 
competitions each 
week. This is a great 
opportunity to develop 
your skills for the up-
coming seasons. If you 
are interested please 
connect with your head 
coach for registration 
details. 

Registration for 
youth football season 
for grades 4-6, will 
occur on Thursday, 
June 2 at the Elementa-
ry school media center 
from 5-6:30 p.m. Cost 
for registration is $100 
and will cover helmet, 
shoulder pad, mouth 
guard and jersey. You 
will need to purchase 
your own padded 
pants, socks and cleats. 
League start date is 
Mid-August.
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The Pine City School 
Board met on May 19 to 
discuss eight candidates 
which were presented 
to them and narrowed 
down to four from a 
pool of 26 candidates by 
Ray & Associates, the 
superintendent search 
fi rm hired by the school 
district. 

The list, which con-
sisted of applicants from 
across the country, was 
narrowed to the four 
following candidates:

• Joshua T. Anderson, 
director of communica-
tions and technology for 
North St. Paul/Maple-
wood/Oakdale School 
District, Minnesota

• Kenneth G. Gag-
ner, superintendent of 
Braham Area Schools 
in Braham, Minn. and 
former elementary school 
principal at Morris 
Schools in Morris, Minn.

• Donita Stepan, super-
intendent of Thief River 
Falls, Minn.

• Dr. Cindy Stolp, inter-
im Pine City High School 
superintendent and Com-
munity Ed. director for 
Pine City Public Schools

All four have been con-
tacted and have accepted 
interviews which are 
tentatively scheduled for 
May 31 and June 1, the 
Pine City School Board 
said in a press release. 
Stolp was one of two 
fi nalists for superinten-
dent when former Pine 
City Schools Superin-
tendent Curt Tryggestad 
announced his plans to 

resign from that position 
on June 30, 2021. The 
most recent superinten-
dent, Paula Foley, whom 
the school board recently 
created a separation 
agreement with, was the 
other candidate at that 
time. 

When asked what at-
tracted them, numerous 
applicants cited the Pine 
City location and size of 
the school and city. Craig 
Morris, consultant for 
Ray & Associates, added, 
“Any history or contro-
versy did not discourage 
these individuals from 
coming forward. They 
have been versed by the 
fi rm or have done their 
own research.” 

Morris said that all 
candidates have been 
fully vetted. 

He added that time 
is of the essence as two 
individuals (of the total 

list of eight) are in other 
searches, and in one 
case, one asked another 
district for a few extra 
days because they’re 
specifi cally interested in 
Pine City. 

Director of Teaching 
and Learning Nichole 
Laven will be coordinat-
ing “meet & greet” activ-
ities for the four fi nalists 

plus tours for those less 
familiar with our school 
and community. The 
school board expresses 
gratitude to students, 
staff and community for 
input in this process, 
they stated in a press 
release. 

Superintendent search narrows to four candidates Summer camps/league 
registration, Youth Football 

registration

T.A. LEBRUN | PINE CITY PIONEER

The Pine City School Board meets to discuss eight candidates presented to them by Ray & 
Associates. At a previous meeting, pictured below is newly sworn in appointed school board 
member, Billy Head. 

list of eight) are in other plus tours for those less 

FROM PAGE 1

soybeans, hay and corn, as well as own-
ing a herd of beef cattle. Jason Zastera 
said, “I farm too many acres on bad 
years and not enough on good years.” 
Only time will tell what kind of year 
the Zastera’s will face. 

Although the rain was welcomed at 
fi rst, Zastera is ready for it to stop. The 
soil moisture has been restored from 
last summer’s drought, and the pas-
tures are a lush and beautiful shade of 
green. The season has had extremely 
cold temperatures, which has delayed 
the soil from warming up. Due to this 
setback, costs of everything besides 
seed have been infl ated, and there have 
been supply chain issues as well. These 
are all factors which are complicating 
the planting season. 

Zastera has said he is not overly con-
cerned, as most farmers have planted 
corn later than this, and crops have 
turned out. However, proper hybrid 
selection as well as the growing season 
will play a factor in crop production. 
For now, he is hopeful there will be a 
late fi rst frost come fall.

 No one can be truly certain as to 
when crops will get in, but once it’s 
time, there are going to be many long 
days and nights ahead. Pine County’s 
University of Minnesota Extension ed-
ucator, Katie Hagen, had some insight 
for what to expect this season and what 
that could mean for farmers as they 
prepare for this late planting season. 

Planting this late in the spring can 
be detrimental for farmers, but there is 
no other choice, so in order for farmers 
to optimize corn yields, planting needs 
to be done ideally between April 20 
and May 15, Hagen said. After May 15, 
yields decrease by 4% every fi ve days. 

Soybeans should ideally be planted 
the last week of April through May 15. 
The yield for soybeans decreases more 
signifi cantly every fi ve days.  

SMALL GRAINS
Small grains need cool weather to 

have a maximum yield each season. 
Yields decrease an average of 1% per 
day when planting is delayed past the 

ideal planting date. Planting after the 
last possible date is not recommend-
ed as the yield and quality of the test 
weight is likely to be reduced signifi -
cantly due to heat stress. The table be-
low shows location and optimal seeding 
dates for small grains.

What do farmers need to do for opti-
mal yields after these given planting 
dates? Hagen stated that the good news 

is that corn and soybeans have a multi-
tude of varieties and maturities. Farm-
ers who are planting later than the 
optimal planting dates should plant an 
early-maturity hybrid. With the shorter 
growing season, these varieties will 
have a better yield than the late-ma-
turity hybrids and be less affected by 
freezing temperatures in the fall. 

Overall, late-maturing hybrids will 
produce a larger yield, but not if they 
don’t get the proper time for growing. 
Always plant within the optimal plant-
ing days in the spring, but if that’s not 
possible, then consider switching to a 
different maturing hybrid.

PLANTING: Crop planting delayed, what does it mean for the growing season? 

The chart above shows the decrease in soybean yields and how rapidly the percentage rises. 
Below, the table shows location and optimal seeding dates for small grains.
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Boots & 
Beauties!

The Pine Area Lions hosted 
a Daddy - Daughter Dance 
‘Boots & Beauties’ on Sat-
urday, May 21 at the Pine 
County Fair Event Center.

The event was a success 
with many girls and their 
dads dancing and enjoying 
snacks and beverages. 

LISA JOHNSON | PINE CITY PIONEER

Patriot award by VFW 
The Pine City Pioneer was awarded one of two Patriot 
awards for their e� orts in honoring military veterans. 
The other award this year was given to the Garage for 
their display of Pine City veterans on their restaurant 
wall. 

Pictured are Carol Belko (VFW President), Traci LeBrun 
(Pine City Pioneer editor) and Darlene Smetana (VFW).

T.A. LEBRUN | PINE CITY PIONEER

Tulips blooming!  
Over 1,000 tulips grace the yard of Pokegama Lake residents, 
Charlie and Laura Schwingle. 

T.A. LEBRUN | PINE CITY PIONEER

Lions donation 
The Pine City Lions recently donated $2,267.60 to the 
Pine Center for the Arts window restoration project. 
Pictured, from left, are Pine Center for the Arts vice 
president, Jack Frechette; Pine Center for the Arts board 
member, Heidi Gainor; Pine Center for the Arts president, 
Cathy Clune; and Pine City Lions president, Jim Biernat.
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All Free Concerts - Freewill Offering Taken – St. Paul Lutheran Church, Hinckley
405, 2nd St. NW (west side of town on Hwy 18)

We will be following updated guidelines for appropriate health and 
safety protocols provided by the MN Dept. of Health.

JUNE 26

JUNE 5

JUNE 12

JUNE 19

JULY 24

JULY 3

JULY 10

JULY 17

JULY 31

AUG 28

AUG 7

AUG 14

AUG 21

Summer Gospel Nights Presents
SUMMER OF ‘22 GOSPEL CONCERTS

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Hinckley • Sunday Nights - 6:30PM

The Holy Hootenanners, Mahtowa, MN
The Highview Bluegrass Band, Webster, WI 
The Klassen Family, Worthington, MN
Kenny Krona, Cambridge, MN

Northern Lights ~ Revisited ~ Brook Park, MN
The Neighberz Band, North Branch, MN
Gary Timbs & The Schimpps, Staples, MN
Troy Flemming, New Prague, MN

Slewfoot Family Band, Grey Eagle, MN
MN Adult/Teen Challenge Choir, Duluth, MN
(Coffee served after concert)
Benson Family Singers, Fairbault, MN
Roller Family Bluegrass, New Richmond, WI
Paul Family Bluegrass Band, Trout Creek, MI
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Saluting Our VeteransSaluting Our Veterans
Past and Present

Dennis Gottschalk
Spec 4

Army Aviation
Vietnam

Galen Patzoldt
PFC

Army
Korea

Richard Wayne
Hawkinson

E-4
Army

Vietnam

Bayliss L. Swanson
Lieutenant

Army
WW2

Alf K. Stratte, M.D.
Colonel

U.S. Army
WW1 & WW2

David L. Martin
Private First Class

Army
WW2

Austin Cavallin
Lieutenant
Air Force
Current

Josh P. Wissler
PFC

Marines

Dell A. Wissler
E-4

NAVY
Iranian Hostages

Jonathan P. Wissler Jr
Master Sergeant

Air Force RET
Gulf War

Evette Wissler
Captain

Air Force RET
Iraqi Freedom

Jon Wissler Sr.
Seargent

Army
Berlin Crisis

Paul Wissler
Corporal

Army
Korea

Laddie Branzovsky
Sergeant 40th 

Combat Engineers
Army
WW2

29410 Beroun Crossing Rd
Pine City, MN 55063

(320) 629-6299

HAPPY HOUR
3PM - 6PM

Tuesday - Friday
Roll the Dice- Sweeten the Deal!

Mavericks Saloon 
in East Beroun

KITCHEN OPEN TIL 9PM

COME TO MAVERICKS 
SALOON IN THE BADLANDS 
OF EAST BEROUN
Check out one of our 

DAILY FOOD 
SPECIALS!

www.maverickssaloon.com
Hours: Tuesday - Friday 3pm to 11pm

Sat & Sun - 9am to 11pm
CLOSED MONDAYS

320-629-3848
golf@pinecitycc.com
www.pinecitycc.com

10413 Golf Course Rd. SW
Pine City, MN

Pine City 
Country Club

BERCHIN’S A&W
820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063 

320-629-3955

Eats • Treats • SmilesE t l

BERCHIN’S A&WBERCHIN’S A&WBERCHIN’S A&WBERCHIN’S A&W
820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063820 MAIN ST, PINE CITY, MN 55063

CHEESEBURGERSCHEESEBURGERSCHEESEBURGERS

99¢9999
LIMIT 5 - Must present coupon.

Valid 6/1/22 - 6/30/22

Jack Grave
TM-2 

Navel Submarine
Service
Vietnam

Harold Bengtson
1st Sergeant

Army
WW2

Robert Wiseman 
Shuey
PFC

Army
Korea

Scott Jeanson
Radioman

Navy
Vietnam

Victor Clementson
Tech 4
Army
WW2

William D. Mottl
Staff Sergeant

Army
WW2

Warren L. Mottl
Spec 5
Army

Vietnam

320-629-7541
885 7th St. SW

Pine City, MN 55063
COLDWELL BANKER

RESULTS
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Saluting Our VeteransSaluting Our Veterans
Past and Present

Gary Lindstrom
SR Assembly Spec-5

Vietnam era 
Germany

Kelley Lasiewicz
Senior Master

Sergeant
Air Force

Iraqi Freedom

James Willette
Spec 5

Overseas Service
Army

Germany
Vietnam Era

Adolf Fedder
Corporal A-Med

Army
Korea

Kenneth Peil
Sct

Army
Korea

 John Hoyny Jr.
Sgt. 
USAF

Vietnam

 John Hoyny Sr.
BM2
Navy
WW2

Pine City 
American 

Legion
Post 51

525 Main St N, Pine City
(320) 629-2021

BY SARA GOLDSTEIN

Memorial day is upon us 
and many take Memorial Day 
weekend as a chance to get 
the boat on the water, grill 
out with friends, and just 
enjoy what many see as the 
beginning of summer. But be-
fore heading out to enjoy food, 
friends and fi shing, consider 
taking a moment to remem-
ber what Memorial Day is 
all about: our fallen military 
men and women. 

Originally known as “Dec-
oration Day,” it originated fol-
lowing the Civil War; howev-
er, in 1971, the day became a 
federal holiday we now know 
as Memorial Day.

Local Veteran, Kirk Brune, 
current Commander of the 
Pine City American Legion, 
spoke about his life in the 
service. Brune served in the 
United States Air Force from 
1976-1980, primarily at Ells-
worth Air Force Base in Box 
Elder, South Dakota. 

He was young, and it didn’t 
take long for him to realize 
that it wasn’t going to be 
easy. Brune didn’t truly 
understand or experience 
leadership until he arrived 
and soon found that he had to 
do what he was told no matter 
what, no questions asked. 
For being a young man fresh 
out of school, that was a huge 

change for him. But he also 
is thankful for those tough 
moments as they changed 
his mindset and made him a 
better man in return. 

Brune says the best part of 
serving was the brotherhood 
he formed with his fellow Air 
Force members. He is still in 
touch with four of the men he 
was stationed with. He said 
that brotherhood and bond 
was tight, and he developed a 
deep sense of pride and loyal-
ty toward our country.

Brune shared a bit about 
his experience at Ellsworth 
AFB working with the 
B52 Squadron as a trained 
maintenance worker for the 
B52 planes. Ellsworth had 
twice as many B52s as any 
other AFB, and they had a 
minimum of fi ve loaded with 
Nuclear weapons at all times. 
Brune was a member of a nu-
clear hazard crew that would 
gear up in extremely heavy 
suits and clean the planes if 
they happened to have been 
exposed, i.e. fl ying through 
a nuclear cloud. The suits 
were so heavy and hot that 
one could only wear them for 
a maximum of 40 minutes 
before getting out of it. 

He also had top secret 
clearance which provided 
him with some extra op-
portunities that he enjoyed.  
Brune was able to access 

the bomber alert area which 
was prepared and ready to 
go to nuclear war. His favor-
ite experience from his top 
secret clearance was getting 
to go into the hangar and look 
around at the SR71 Black-
bird, which as he said “is one 
incredible bird!” 

He was also a part of Oper-
ation Readiness Inspection, 
which he has awards for par-
ticipating with, and he also 
got to watch the B52’s prac-
tice their touch and go twice 
a year, all while fully geared 
and ready for nuclear war. 
When Brune left the service, 
he was an E4 Sergeant.

After the military, Brune 
reentered civilian life and 
began working for Land 
O’Lakes, where he remained 
for 10 years. He then worked 
for a printing company for 15 
years, and scattered among 
those careers were various 
jobs until he was injured, and 
as a result, decided it was 
time to retire. 

Retirement has been good 
to him and his family. Brune 
has been married for 42 
years, has three grown chil-
dren and seven grandchil-
dren. He said being a grand-
parent has been his biggest 
joy. Brune lives on a lake and 
loves to spend as much time 
as he can relaxing on the pon-
toon, fi shing and spending 

time with his family.
 Brune also loves a nice 

ride on his motorcycle when 
he gets the chance. 

The Pine City American 
Legion has a special place 
in his heart, and that takes 
a lot of his free time – but 
his dedication is strong. He 
began serving as the fi nance 
offi cer, then was elected 
Commander for a year and 
as of last month, was elected 
Commander for the second 
time. Brune has a passion 
for our country and for 
the American Legion. He 
had two uncles who were 
military, Army and Marines 
respectively, and has a 
nephew who retired after 20 
years with the Air Force. 

Brune left with this food 
for thought. When you meet 
a veteran and they don’t 
talk about their experience, 
it isn’t personal. Veterans 
often are more comfortable 
talking to other veterans 
because there is a bond – a 
brotherhood there that 
comes with a level of under-
standing that just isn’t the 
same with civilians.

 Respect these men and 
women and please don’t pres-
sure them; please just thank 
them and talk to them like 
you would anyone else.

Local Veteran shares about his time in the military

Kirk Brune, Commander of the Pine 
City American Legion

Military veteran, Kirk Brune, pic-
tured during his time in the service.

Auto    |   Home    |   Business   |    Health    |    LifeAuto    |   Auto    |   Home    |   Business    Business   |    Health    |    Life

Pine City       *      Aitkin      *      Ham Lake      *      McGregor      *      Moose Lake
320-629-2515   218-927-4114   763-413-7848   218-768-2444 218-485-4198  

WWW.PINEAGENCY.US

Thank you to our Veterans
for your service

and your sacrifi ce!

Have a 
Happy

Memorial
Day!
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On Tuesday, May 10, 
the Dragons Track and 
Field team traveled to 
Cloquet to perform in the 
True Team meet. True 
Team is a very competi-
tive meet in which only 
the top two athletes in 
each event can go. It was 
a warm, sunny, 80 degree 
day for the participants.

GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD
The Girls team placed 

sixth out of twelve teams. 
Maggie Smetana won 
the discus by over 7.5 feet 
with a throw of 110 feet 
2 inches. Lena Roubinek 
won the shot put by 1 foot 
9 inches with a throw of 
34 feet 11 inches. This is 
her personal best throw 
and now moves her to 
number fi ve on the top 
ten list. Eva Johnson 
earned a third place in 
the 3200m running a 
time of 12:52.17. Johnson 
also placed eighth in the 
1600m run with a time of 
5:49.41. Senior Dorothy 
Miller placed fi fth in 
the triple jump with a 
jump of 31 feet 11 inches. 
Eighth grader Teresa 
Root placed sixth in the 
high jump with a jump 
of 4 feet 8 inches. Rachel 
Brown placed seventh in 
the 3200m run and tenth 
in the 1600m run with 
time of 5:54.36, this a her 
personal best. 

The girls 4x800m relay 
placed fourth with their 
best time yet this year 
of 10:30.28. The team 
consisted of Allison Un-
verzagt, Arissa Rydberg, 
Emma Belsheim, and 
Ella Sell. This earns 
them the tenth on the 
top ten list. The girls 
4x400m relay of Sum-
mer Thieman, Arissa 
Rydberg, Vivian Lahti, 
and Allison Unverzagt 
placed fourth with their 
season’s best time of 
4:28.35. 

BOYS TRACK AND FIELD
The boys team placed 

ninth out of eleven 
teams. Charlie Ausmus 
placed fourth in both 
the 1600m (4:47.70) and 
3200m (11:00.37) runs. 
Ryan Prihoda placed 
fourth in the triple 
jump (38 feet 1 inch) 
and eighth in the long 
jump (18 feet 1.5 inches). 
Prihoda placed fourth 
in the triple jump with 
a jump of 38 feet 1 inch, 
and he also placed eighth 
in the long jump with a 
18 feet 1.5 inches jump. 
Senior Jason Thieman 
placed fi fth in the 400m 
dash with a time of 
53.70, his personal best. 
Thieman also placed 
sixth in the long jump 
with a jump of 18 feet 
5 inches. Eli Fromm 
earned seventh in the 
3200m run at 11:15.11 and 

ninth in the 1600m at 
4:55.86, both times were 
his personal best so far. 
Senior Micah Overtoom 
placed eighth in the shot 
put with a personal best 
toss of 43 feet 7.5 inches. 
He is now fi fth on the top 
10 list. Weston Clement-
son placed tenth in the 
800m run with a time of 
2:15.35.

 The 4x800m boys relay 
placed fi fth and ran it 
in 9:12.29. The team 
consisted of Weston 
Clementson, Braxton 
Peetz, Drake Willert, and 
Roman McKinney. 

Coach Jared Clement-
son said of the events, 
“All of the teams that 
were at this meet are 
also in our section 

(except Esko). Overall, 
our athletes did well and 
many improved on their 
best performances. This 
meet is just what we 
needed and will help pre-
pare us for the upcoming 
Great River Conference 
Championship meet 
where the girls are 
looking to extend their 
winning streak to eight 
in a row. The boys are 
motivated to regain the 
top spot in the GRC after 
losing to a senior heavy 
Rush City team last year 
by only eight points.” 

Dragons Track and Field perform 
well at True Team meet

BY ANDREW BURGER
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

The Pine City Drag-
ons baseball team had 
a strong week of play, 
with two and one for 
wins to losses. 

PINE CITY 3, BRAHAM 2
The Dragons defeated 

the Braham Bombers 
on Tuesday evening, 
thanks to a walk-off 
single. The game was 
tied at two with the 
Dragons batting when 
Isaiah Hasz singled 
on a 2-2 count, scoring 
the winning run. Both 
teams were strong on 
the mound. The Dragon 
pitchers combined to 
strike out eight batters. 
Braham got the lead 
early, when Connor 
Johnson drove in the 
fi rst run in the fi rst 
inning, the bombers 
added their second run 
in the fourth. 

The Dragons never 
led in the game until 
Hasz cleared the bench-
es with his game-win-
ning hit. Ryan Plasek 
led the defense with 
eight put-outs, and the 
Dragons didn’t commit 
a single error. Hasz led 
the Dragons at the plate 
going 2-3 to lead the 
team in the hits catego-
ry. The Dragons scored 
all three runs in the 
bottom of the seventh to 
win this one. 

PINE CITY 1, HINCKLEY-FIN-
LAYSON 3

The Dragons experi-
enced their fi rst defeat 
of the season. On Thurs-
day evening, May 19, 
the Dragons hosted the 
Jaguars; however, the 
bats forgot to come to 
the party. Both teams 
were extremely strong 
on the hill, but Hinck-
ley-Finlayson was just a 
bit stronger at the plate. 
Nick Plasek started the 
game for the Dragons; 
he went seven innings 
allowing six hits and 
three runs. Jordan 
Masterson was on the 
hill for the Jaguars and 
lasted all seven innings 
scattering fi ve hits. The 
Dragons threatened to 
take the lead in the last 
inning. With runners at 
fi rst and second and no 
outs, the Dragons were 
only able to manage one 
run. Cole Waxberg went 
2-3 at the plate to lead 
the Dragons. 

PINE CITY 10, MOOSE LAKE/
WILLOW RIVER 0

The Dragons defeated 
the visiting Rebels on 
Friday, as two pitchers 
combined to throw the 

shutout. Dylan Petersen 
induced a groundout to 
fi nish off the game. The 
Dragon offense would 
awaken from their 
slumber. 

Senior slugger Ryan 
Plasek would go 3 for 4 
at the plate to lead the 
Dragons. Plasek, slight-
ed from his “Grand 
Slam” omission last 
week, would drive in 
multiple runners with 
three doubles in the 
game. 

“You left my grand 
slam out of the news-
reel; I needed to get 
your attention,” 
quipped Ryan Plasek 
when asked about his 
breakout game. The 
Dragons racked up 
eleven hits on the day. 
Along with R. Plasek, 
Cole Waxberg, Riley 

Cummings and Nick 
Plasek collected mul-
tiple hits. Isaiah Hasz 
with another strong 
performance surren-
dered zero runs on 
two hits, striking out 
sixteen batters. Dylan 
Peterson would fi nish 
off the Rebels with the 
last out of the game. 

PINE CITY 5, ROCKFORD 14
The Dragons could 

not keep up with the 
visiting Rockford Rock-
ets on Saturday, May 21. 
Rockford unleashed a 
potent offensive attack, 
with 15 hits. The Drag-
ons would only manage 
5 hits in the game but 
did leave the bases load-
ed multiple times. 

Dragons baseball has strong week, 
takes fi rst loss of season

SPORTSSPORTSSPORTS
AND OUTDOORS

PHOTO BY KRIS CLEMENTSON

Freshman Charlie Ausums was victorious in both the 1600m 
and the 3200m at the Great River Conference meet.

PHOTO BY KRIS CLEMENTSON

Arissa Rydberg handing o�  in the lead to Vivian Lahti in the 
4x400m relay at the Great River Conference meet held last 
week.

PHOTO ABOVE, BOTTOM, COURTESY OF FOUR SEASONS PHOTOGRAPHY, PHOTO BELOW BY ANDREW 
BURGER | PINE CITY PIONEER

Above, Ryan Plasek clears the bases. Below, Nick Plasek 
gives the fans his best version of the worm during a rain 
break. At bottom, Luke Wilson has been a steady defen-
sive player for the Dragons.

Buy Local
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BY HEIDI BURGER
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

It was once again a 
busy week for the Drag-
on Boys tennis team. 
On Monday, May 16, the 
boys tennis team hosted 
Hermantown. Herman-
town is a strong section 
7A team and had lost 
only one match in the 
season thus far. Coach 
Jeff Adams said there 
were many close match-
es, but the Dragons 
ended up dropping the 
match 2-5. Third singles 
sophomore Greyson 
Johnson won his match 
4-6, 6-4, 6-4. Second dou-
bles Brady Berglund and 
Spencer Wicktor also 
won their match 6-2, 6-3.

On Tuesday, the boys 

Dragon Tennis prepping 
for SectionsBY ANDREW BURGER

EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

The Pine City Dragons 
varsity softball team 
had a busy end to their 
season as they took on 
Braham, Ogilvie, Moose 
Lake/Willow River, Cros-
by-Ironton, and Foley. 

PINE CITY 3, BRAHAM 8
The Pine City Dragons 

watched the game slip 
away early and couldn’t 
recover in a 8-3 loss. 
Braham would get on 
the board in the fi rst 
and second innings. The 
Bombers further expand-
ed the lead in the fi fth 
with three more runs. 
Sam Schneider would 
strike out eight batters. 
Sam Schneidier, Isabelle 
Jarvin and Robin Ode-
gard each collected hits 
for the Dragons.

PINE CITY 20, OGILVIE 4
The Dragons bounced 

back with a big win 
against the visiting lions. 
The Dragons took the 
lead late in the game, 
down 3-2 in the top of the 
third inning when Elivia 
Montbriand singled on 
a 1-1 count scoring two 
runs. Sam Schneider 
collected four hits in four 
at bats to lead the Drag-
ons. Schneider singled 
in the fi rst and third, 
along with a double and 
single in the third. The 
Dragons totaled 15 hits 
in the game. Schneider, 

Dannie Maish, Kadence 
Wallenberg, Lydia Blatz, 
and Montbriand each 
had multiple hits. 

PINE CITY 2, ML/WR 17
Moose Lake/Willow 

River got on the board in 
the fi rst inning after a 
triple scored one run. In 
the bottom of the inning, 
the Dragons would tie 
things up when Brynna 
Reiser singled on a 2-2 
count, scoring one run. 
The Rebels pulled away 
for good with three runs 
in the second and fi ve 
runs in the fi fth. Lydia 
Blatz and Brynna Reiser 
each collected hits to lead 
the Dragons. 

PINE CITY 6, CROSBY-IRONTON 10
The Dragons would 

take the lead early in the 
bottom of the fi rst inning 
scoring fi ve runs. The 
Rangers would chip away 

at the lead and score four 
runs in the top of four to 
take the lead. The Drag-
ons could not answer 
with multiple runners 
in scoring position but 
could not come up with 
the big hit. The Dragons 
were led by Kadence 
Wallenberg, and Elivia 
Montrbraind each of 
whom had three hits.  

PINE CITY 1, FOLEY 3
The Dragons conclud-

ed their regular season 

against Foley. The 
Dragons would gain the 
lead early and hold on. 
The Falcons would tally 
three runs in the bottom 
of fi ve and hold on to the 
win. Elivia Montbriand, 
Lily Struss, Samantha 
Schneider, and Dannie 
Maish led the offense for 
the Dragons. 

Dragon Softball fi nishes up regular season
PHOTOS BY FOUR SEASONS PHOTOGRAPHY

At left, senior Brynna Reis-
er is a steady defender for 
the Dragons. Below, senior 
Elivia Montbriand had a big 
week at the plate.

AND OUTDOORSAND OUTDOORS
SPORTSSPORTSSPORTS

Junior Track athletes invited to Elite Meet
BY HEIDI BURGER

EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

On Friday, May 20, 
seven select junior high 
athletes attended the 
Elite track and fi eld 
meet in Kasson. Coach 
Jared Clementson said 
of the meet, “This meet 
is special, because you 
have to be selected out of 
the best junior high kids 
in the state to be able to 
compete in it. It is pretty 
awesome that we had sev-
en kids selected and most 
competed in multiple 
events!” 

Eighth grader Weston 
Clementson was the only 
boy to compete, and he 
excelled. Clementson 
ran the 1600m and took 
third in a time of 5:01.89. 
He then ran the 800m, in 
which he placed second 
with a time of 2:11.10, his 
personal best. Weston’s 
800m time currently 
ranks him as the third 
fastest eighth grader in 
the state (all classes). 

The Dragons had six 
girls compete in the Elite 
meet: Seventh graders 
Katey Thieman and 
Kady Hermason; and 
eighth graders Gracie 
Larson, Mallory Clep-
per, Vivian Lahti, and 

Teresa Root. The relay 
team placed third in 
the 4x100m relay with a 
time of 56.05. Root placed 
second in the high jump 
with a height of 4 feet 8 
inches, just narrowly 

missing 4 foot 10 inches. 
Hermanson placed ninth 
with a jump of 4 foot 2 
inches. Clepper placed 
fourth in the 200m dash 
with a personal best time 
of 28.05. She also placed 

sixth in the 100m dash 
with a time of 13.75.  

Thieman ran the 100m 
prelims and came in 14th 
in a time of 14.13. Lahti 
ran in the 400m dash and 
placed seventh with a 
time of 69.79. Larson and 
Thieman also both com-
peted in the pole vault 
and both jumped their 
personal bests. Larson 
cleared 8 feet 0 inch-
es to place fi fth while 
Thieman cleared 7 feet 0 
inches to place seventh. 

Coach Clementson 
refl ected, “It was an ex-
citing event to be a part 

of and what an oppor-
tunity for these kids to 
experience. The future of 
Dragon Track & Field is 

looking good.”

PHOTO LEFT BY KRIS CLEMENTSON

PHOTO RIGHT BY MIKE DRAHOSH

At left, Weston Clementson 
at the Elite meet currently 
ranks the third fastest 
eight grader in the state.  

At right, Teresa Root 
(eighth grade) runs the 
100m hurdles . Root later 
placed second in the high 
jump with a height of 4 feet 
8 inches. 

T.A. LEBRUN | PINE CITY PIONEER

Brady Berglund (eighth 
grade) takes a backhand 
shot from the baseline. 
Below, Bryer Berube (ninth 
grade) makes a ground-
stroke from the baseline 
during a recent doubles 
match. 

SEE TENNIS, PAGE 18 
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BY SARA GOLDSTEIN
NEWS@PINECITYMN.COM

How many of us have 
heard of the proverbial 
Fountain of Youth and 
imagined what it would 
be like to discover such a 
wonder? About 20 years 
ago, a man had gone in 
search of discovering 
what secrets it would 
hold if it existed. What he 
found were answers in 
an unexpected place … 
fi ve places to be exact.

Sardinia, Italy; The 
Nicoya Peninsula of Cos-
ta Rica; Okinawa, Japan; 
Loma Linda, Califor-
nia; and Ikaria, Greece 
– These are fi ve very 
different places around 
the world that have some-
thing nowhere else does, 
the longest living people 
and the secrets that have 
gotten them to a ripe old 
age. These have been 
penned, the Blue Zones.

THE EVENT
On Thursday, May 12, 

a Blue Zone Kickoff event 
was held at the Hinckley 
Casino event center. The 
purpose of the event 
was to explore how Pine 
County residents could 
improve their health and 
lead healthier lives. Pine 
County Public Health is 
banding together with 
Blue Zones to try to bring 
change to Pine County.

Blue Zones expert, 
Dan Buettner Jr., son of 
Blue Zones author and 
founder Dan Buettner, 
is the spokesperson 
and Vice President of 
Business Development 
for Blue Zones Projects. 
Buettner Jr. presented 
the Blue Zones Project 

to over 130 people from 
Pine County who wanted 
to know more about how 
Blue Zones can bring 
life-changing benefi ts 
to the community. Each 
attendee went home with 
a copy of Dan Buettner’s 
latest book, “The Blue 
Zones Challenge” prior 
to its release. The book 
provides a four-week 
plan for a longer and 
better life through this 
unique lifestyle design 
that has been inspired by 
the world’s longest living 
people.

Before the presentation 
started, Pine County 
Public Health employees 

enthusiastically greeted 
guests as they checked 
in and directed guests to 
the ballroom for dinner. 
The dinner consisted of 
a beautiful spread of a 
wide variety of food, and 
every dish, including 
beverages, were made 
from the Blue Zones rec-
ipes. The favorite among 
guests at one table was 
the chicken tamale with 
a tropical fruit salsa. 

As dinner wrapped 
up, Steve Hallan, Pine 
County commission-
er, took the stage and 
briefl y spoke about 
what brought this new 
health mission to Pine 
County. Every fi ve years 
the county conducts 
a community health 
assessment, and the re-
sults are used to create a 
community health action 
plan. The assessment 
was completed and then 
COVID-19 happened. 

The results showed 
that social connection, 
mental health and health 
economic security were 
top concerns, so when 
the pandemic occurred, 
it was more important 
than ever to fi nd a way to 
address these concerns. 
The question presented 
was, “What will be our 
recovery story post-
COVID?” Blue Zones was 
the answer. 

Twelve years ago, Al-
bert Lea, Minnesota, was 
the fi rst location for Blue 
Zones, and since then, 
life span and community 
physical activity rock-
eted up and have been 
maintained for a full 
decade. The fi rst change 
made in Albert Lea was 
to reduce the speed limit 
on main street. This one 
little change created a 
safer environment for 
more foot traffi c, bikes, 
handicap mobility, and 
families with strollers. 
Soon walking paths de-
veloped and main street 
storefronts started fi lling 
up again. Today Albert 
Lea is thriving and has 

become one of the happi-
est and healthiest places 
in Minnesota. 

Research has found 
nine common denomi-
nators among all Blue 
Zones, which they call 
“The Power 9” and in-
clude the following:

• Move Naturally (take 
the stairs, be active 60 
minutes a day or more)

• Purpose (having a 
purpose in life, a reason 
to get up and go)

• Downshift (stress 
reduction)

• 80 Percent Rule (stop 
eating when 80% full)

• Plant Slant (More 
plant based eating and 
less meat, smaller por-
tions of meat)

• Wine at 5 (have a glass 
of wine at 5pm)

• Belong (Faith-based 
or spiritual involvement 
with others)

• Loved Ones First 
(family fi rst always)

• Right Tribe (fi nd fi ve 
friends you see or talk to 
regularly and can count 
on)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
As Pine County pre-

pares to bring the Blue 
Zones into action, there 
are plenty of ways to get 
involved and begin living 
better and longer. To 
learn more about Blue 
Zones and how you can 
start leading a healthier 
life go to www.bluezones.
com where you will fi nd 
an abundance of resourc-
es from recipes to online 
tests to help you know 
what to focus on fi rst. 
You can fi nd Blue Zones 
on social media plat-
forms at: www.facebook.
com/bluezones;  Twitter 
@BlueZones; and Insta-
gram @DanBuettner.

Blue Zone books are 
available wherever books 
are sold. More infor-
mation can be found at 
www.natgeo.com/info.

Finally, enjoy the reci-
pe below for a refreshing 
and delicious beverage 
just in time for summer. 
Even the most simple 
changes can make a big 
difference. In the words 
of Mr. Spock (played by 
Leonard Nimoy, a Minne-
sota native) of Star Trek, 
“Live long and prosper.”

RECIPE TO TRY
Ginger Lemonade
Ingredients:
½ inch fresh ginger, 

peeled and chopped
Juice from 3 fresh 

lemons
3 tablespoons of sugar
¼ cup honey, dissolved 

in 2 tablespoons warm 
water

6 cups of water
Lemon zest and sliced 

lemons for garnish
Directions:
Combine ginger and 

lemon juice in a blender. 
Add all other ingredients 
except for lemon gar-
nish. In a pitcher, pour 
out liquid and strain out 
ginger pieces. Serve over 
ice with lemon zest and 
slices for garnish. Note: 
you can substitute lime 
for lemon for a ginger 

What is a Blue Zone and how can it a� ect Pine County?

SARA GOLDSTEIN | PINE CITY PIONEER

Steve Hallan, Pine County Commissioner, introduces the Blue 
Zones Project at the Hinckley Grand Casino ballroom. Below, 
Dan Buettner Jr. presents to a crowd of over 130 interested 
Pine County residents.

PHOTOS BY BERNADINE DAMANN

May Baskets & plants
Grasston Royal Neighbors Chapter 5146 decorated, fi lled 
and delivered 40 May Baskets to Elmhurst Senior Apart-
ments. Baskets were decorated with butterfl ies and 
fl owers, fi lled with a variety of candy, and topped with a 
mandarin orange and a colorful bow on the handle.  Thir-
ty six were given to Elmhurst and the rest to other senior 
citizens.  Pictured above from left are  Marlene Erdhal, 
Bernadine Damann and Teresa Kukowski.       

The Royal Neighbors also purchased and delivered 12 
packs vegetable bedding plants, 15 packs fl owers, onion 
sets, and several packages of vegetable seeds.  They will 
be planted, taken care of and harvested and enjoyed by 
Women’s Refuge sta�  and residents.                

PHOTO ABOVE LEFT BY GEORGE JOHNSON AND ABOVE RIGHT BY FOUR SEASONS PHOTOGRAPHY

Trap preps for State Tournament
In the last week of competitive shooting for the Pine City High School trap team, Gianni Johnson (above left) scored a 
perfect 25. Johnson is a senior and is headed to the State Tournament on a hot streak. Senior Terry Drevecky, above right, 
fi nished the year in the top six shooters for the Dragons.
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Security cameras and additional lighting to be 
added at Pine City Beach

BY T.A. LEBRUN
EDITOR@PINECITYMN.COM

Between 2019 and now, 
the beach has often been 
the site of vandalism, 
said Pine City Parks 
& Recreation Director 
Stacy O’Rourke as she 
addressed the city coun-
cil at the May 19 reg-
ular council meeting. 
She said that the skate 
park has suffered fi ve 
graffi ti incidents, with 
one person even taking 
up residency under the 
ramp. The pavilions and 
grounds have also been 
vandalized countless 
times, she added. 

“Docks, playground 
equipment, and bench-
es have been broken,” 
stated O’Rourke in her 
report. “The Lifeguard 
house has been broken 
into twice resulting in 
the loss of a stand-up 
paddleboard and other 
equipment.” 

In the last week alone, 
vandalism at the beach 
resulted in $2,972.35 
worth of damages. The 
majority of the vandal-
ism of the beach takes 

place at night which is 
why O’Rourke suggest-
ed adding cameras and 
additional lighting. 

“Research states that 
having lighting in the 
area [where vandal-
ism occurs] will help 
prevent crime,” said 
O’Rourke.

Council member Gina 
Pettie added, “I’m happy 
to know we have securi-
ty cameras and lighting 
because this happens 
every year.” O’Rourke 
said that the security 
cameras will cover the 
skate park as well. 

A low quote from Pine 
Electric for $3,324 was 
obtained. The horse-
shoe league stated they 
will contribute $300 for 
lighting, and O’Rourke 
said that the project 
would be covered by the 
remaining funds from 
the electric project at 
Robinson Park. 

All council members 
present voted in favor of 
the project.

place at night which is 
why O’Rourke suggest-
ed adding cameras and 
additional lighting. 

having lighting in the 
area [where vandal-
ism occurs] will help 
prevent crime,” said 
O’Rourke.

Pettie added, “I’m happy 
to know we have securi-
ty cameras and lighting 
because this happens 
every year.” O’Rourke 

T.A. LEBRUN | PINE CITY PIONEER

Damage was caused to the shed at the Pine City Beach by 
vandals recently. Improved lighting and camera system will 
be added for extra security. 

Hinckley man charged 
with attempted murder

STAFF REPORT
EDITOR@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

Attempted murder 
charges have been fi led 
against Timothy Joseph 
Foster, Jr., 48, of Hinck-
ley, after an incident 
that occured on April 17 
in Hinckley.

According to the crim-
inal complaint:

Deputies from the 
Pine County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce were dispatched 
to a residence on Cedar 
Creek Road in Hinckley 
on a report of two people 
shooting at each other. 
The report stated that 
one had a shotgun and 
the other a pistol. When 
the fi rst deputy arrived 
on scene, he located 
Robin Gilliland on the 
ground; he had been 
shot multiple times and 
was bleeding from his 
lower abdomen. Gilli-
land was moved to a 
safe location to meet the 
ambulance.

Deputies heard 
screaming coming from 
a trailer house on the 
property. The deputy ap-
proached cautiously and 
could see several holes 
around the door frame 
that appeared to be 
bullet holes. Foster was 
located on the ground 
with his hand on a shot-
gun that was lying next 
to him. He told deputies 
that he had been shot 
and needed help, accord-
ing to the complaint. 
First aid was rendered, 
and Foster was then 
taken to the hospital for 
treatment.

Deputies analyzed the 
scene and found numer-
ous shotgun shells con-
sistent with the shotgun 
found near Foster. They 
also located two pistols 
near where Gillialand 

had been located. The 
witness who reported 
the incident to 911 told 
the deputies that “if it 
matters, the shotgun did 
the shooting fi rst.” The 
witness told them that 
Foster was upset over 
a property dispute, and 
Foster had stated on a 
previous occasion that 
he would shoot Gillil-
and. 

The witness said he 
heard a shotgun being 
fi red, looked outside and 
saw Gilliland shooting 
his pistol towards the 
trailer house. After 
more shots were fi red, 
the witness said he 
heard Gilliland saying 
he needed medical help 
and that is when he 
called 911.

After deputies spoke 
with family members, it 
was learned that Foster 
struggles with mental 
illness and was not tak-
ing his medication. 

Foster is being 
charged with two counts 
of attempted murder 
in the second degree 
and one count of second 
degree assault with a 
dangerous weapon. If 
convicted, Foster faces 
20 years in prison for 
each attempted murder 
charge and 10 years 
and/or a $20,000 fi ne for 
the assault charge. 

PRESS RELEASE
PTCC

Pine Technical and 
Community College 
(PTCC) has been 
granted accreditation 
through the National 
Alliance of Concurrent 
Enrollment Partner-
ships (NACEP) Accredi-
tation Commission!

NACEP is an accred-
iting body that works 
closely with 500 in-
stitutions around the 
country providing best 
practices, research and 
advocacy for quality 
Concurrent Enrollment 
programming. To earn 
NACEP accreditation, 
Concurrent Enrollment 
programs must conduct 
a self-study, document 
how their programs ad-
here to NACEP’s sixteen 
standards, and undergo 
a rigorous peer-review 
process conducted by 
a professional team of 
representatives on the 
NACEP Accreditation 
Commission.

Concurrent Enroll-
ment partnerships 
provide high school 
students the opportuni-
ty to take college credit 
courses. Concurrent 
enrollment is a low-
cost, scalable model for 
bringing college courses 
to students in urban, 
suburban, and rural 
high schools. Students 
gain exposure to the 
academic challenges of 
college while in their 
supportive high school 
environment, earning 
college credit at the time 
they successfully pass 
the course. Concurrent 
enrollment also facili-
tates close collaboration 
between high school 
teachers and college 

faculty that fosters 
alignment of secondary 
and postsecondary cur-
riculum.

PTCC NACEP ac-
credited Concurrent 
Enrollment high school 
partners include: 
Chisago Lakes High 
School, East Central 
High School, Elk River 
High School, Fridley 
High School, Forest 
Lake High School, 
Hinckley-Finlayson 
High School, Mora High 
School, North Branch 
High School, Ogilvie 
High School, Pine City 
High School, Rush City 
High School, Rogers 
High School, Spectrum 
High School, Willow 
River High School, 
and Zimmerman High 
School.

1,257 Concurrent 
Enrollment students 
from these high schools 
saved nearly $1 million 
dollars through PTCC’s 

Concurrent Enrollment 
Program, earning them 
a total of 5,690 college 
credits.

“Providing students 
with access to post-
secondary education 
during high school has 
incredible impacts for 
students, schools, and 
the community. Not 
only are students able 
to earn college credit at 
no cost to them, they are 
able to explore future 
career options and have 
tools to make important 
decisions about their fu-
ture before graduating 
high school. Students 
who enroll in concur-
rent enrollment courses 
are substantially more 
likely to graduate high 
school, go to college, and 
stay in college through 
degree completion, 
often in less time than 
their non-participating 
peers,” said Kierstan 
Peck, Director of Stu-

dent Affairs and K-12 
Partnerships at PTCC. 
“Schools are able to offer 
rigorous college course-
work, taught by quali-
fi ed high school teachers 
onsite without needing 
to leave high school to 
seek out college courses 
on campus. The commu-
nity benefi ts by having 
a more educated work-
force, and in some cases,

students who have 
earned industry rec-
ognized credentials 
and are ready to enter 
the workforce in high 
school or right out of 
high school.”

To learn more about 
Concurrent Enrollment 
at PTCC, visit www.
pine.edu/future-stu-
dents/college-credit-
in-high-school/concur-
rent/.

Pine Technical & Community College secures accreditation

faculty that fosters Concurrent Enrollment dent Affairs and K-12 

Local conservation 
o�  cer reports

PRESS RELEASE
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES

CO Ben Karon (Pine 
City) spent time this 
week checking anglers. 
Boaters were checked 
for registration and 
safety equipment. Patrol 
for ATV activity was 
conducted and miscel-
laneous wildlife-related 
calls were taken.

CO Bret Grundmeier 
(Hinckley) checked fi sh-
ing activity, investigated 
complaints of wolf depre-
dation of cattle and took 
reports of missing docks 
and boats that fl oated 
away from shore due to 
high water levels. Water 
levels fi nally started to 
go down by the end of the 
week. Fishing violations 
found included fi shing 
without a license and not 
having proper life-sav-
ing devices in the boat.

CO Mike Krauel 
(Mora) spent the week 
checking anglers and 
patrolling for ATV 
activity. He also spent 
time working on equip-
ment maintenance. 
Krauel also spent time 
patrolling state land for 
state land violations.

CO Victoria Griffi th 
(Isle) checked anglers 
on Mille Lacs Lake 
throughout the week. 
Time was also spent on 
the Soo Line Trail in 
the Red Top and Solana 
Loop areas. Wetland 
issues were followed up 
on. Griffi th and other 
offi cers attended the 
Aitkin fourth-grade en-
vironment day. Enforce-
ment action was taken 
on multiple boating and 
ATV violations.
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PRESS RELEASE
PINE CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Summer Arts for Kids 
returns to Pine Center 
for the Arts this June 
with new projects. Kids 
can look forward to 
painting, paper mache 
and loads more fun.

Children who have 
completed kindergar-
ten-6th grade are invited 
to participate for one, 
two or all three weeks. 
Classes are free.

“This year we will be 
working with recycled 
items to create vari-
ous forms of art,” said 
Rosalie Spahr, Summer 
Arts coordinator. “We’re 
also excited to add an art 
show at the end of the 
month to give the kids a 
chance to show off their 
artwork.”

 Summer Arts classes 
will be held 9-11 am, 
Monday-Thursday, June 
13-30. 

• June 13-16  Paper 
Mache Masks, Hanging 
Lanterns, and Paper 
Clay Pots

• June 20-23  Bead 
Suncatchers, Handmade 
Paper, and Bead Pictures

• June 27-30  Painted 
Rocks, Tin Can People, 
Howlers, and a surprise 
project

• Summer Arts Show 
will be held 4-7 pm, 
Thursday, June 30

Parents can register 
their children in Pine 
Center for the Arts’ 
Summer Arts for Kids 
at pinecenter.org/sum-
mer-arts.

Program sponsors 
include City of Pine City, 
Community Education, 
Pokegama Township and 
Pine Center for the Arts. 

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through an 
operating grant from the 
East Central Regional 
Arts Council thanks to 
legislative appropria-
tions from the Arts & 
Cultural Heritage Fund.

Located in Pine City, 
the Pine City Center for 
the Arts has been serv-
ing the Great Pine City 
area since 2009. With 
a variety of program-
ming opportunities, the 
non-profi t, volunteer-led 
facility is a gathering 
place for artisans and 
art lovers alike. Artists 
interested in displaying 
their work or teaching 
others their skills are 
welcome to contact the 
Pine Center for the Arts. 
For more information, 
please see www.pinecen-
ter.org.

Keep your creative kids busy this 
summer with the arts

PHOTO PROVIDEDR

Students from last year’s Summer Arts Program show o�  
their handiwork. This year, the young artists will be able to 
feature their artwork in a gallery show, following the com-
pletion of Summer Arts.

FROM PAGE 15

then hosted St. Cloud 
Cathedral and won 
6-1. This was the fi nal 
conference and section 
match of the regular 
season. Coach Adams 
reported, “Our guys 
were ready to play and 
came out strong right 
from the start. The 
doubles teams domi-
nated their opponents. 
Ashton Moore stepped 
in to play with Julian 
Kozisek, and they both 
played well at third dou-
bles, attacking the net 
and putting balls away 
to win points quickly. 
Greyson’s patience 
and ability to disguise 
his shots continues to 
frustrate his opponents. 
Greyson plays smart 
tennis. He always fi g-
ures out what he needs 
to adjust or change to be 
successful on the court.  
Hunter has had many 
marathon matches this 
season, many going to 
a third set. He always 
keeps up a fi ght when 
on the court, and never 
gives up.”

First singles senior 
Hunter Danielson won 
6-1, 5-7, 10-7. Third 

singles Greyson John-
son won 6-0, 6-0. Fourth 
singles Billy Brown won 
6-3, 6-1. First doubles 
seniors Seth Linell and 
Mason Mikyska won 
6-2, 6-1. Second doubles 
Berglund and Wicktor 
won 6-0, 6-0. Third dou-
bles Kozisek and Moore 
won 6-0, 6-4.  

Friday, May 20, the 
Pine City Dragons 
hosted the Section 6A 
Team Tournament, 
quarterfi nals against 
Mora. The Dragons 
defeated Mora 5-2. It 
was a blustery day, 
making it diffi cult for 
both teams to play their 
game. Fourth singles 
junior Billy Brown won 
his match 6-1, 6-2, which 
brought the Dragons 
to an early lead. Third 
singles Johnson won 
6-3, 6-2. First doubles 
Linell and Mikyska won 
6-2, 6-2. Second doubles 
Berglund and Wicktor 
won 6-2, 6-0. Third dou-
bles Kozisek and Moore 
wond 4-6, 6-4, 10-3.

It was a good day for 
the Dragons. Coach 
Adams proudly report-
ed, “Bryer played very 
well and continues to be 
a positive team leader 

for the Dragons. He has 
played some tough op-
ponents in the last week 
and is always willing 
to work on new skills 
to improve his game. 
Seth and Mason played 
one of their best match-
es of the season. They 
placed the ball well and 
used their power at the 
right time to defeat the 
Mustang fi rst dou-
bles team. Brady and 
Spencer avenged their 
loss to Mora a couple of 
weeks ago by coming 
out swinging and hit-
ting great volleys and 
overheads.  Our doubles 
teams are fun to watch. 
They are quick, have 
great refl exes and run 
down so many balls to 
stay in points.”

Upcoming matches 
are Tuesday section 
6A semifi nals in Pine 
City 9 a.m. and fi nals at 
1 p.m. with #4 PC v. #1 
Foley, #2 Totino Grace 
v. #3 Fridley. Friday, 
May 27, will be the 
section 6A individuals’ 
tournament in Pine 
City.

TENNIS: prepping for sections

PHOTO PROVIDED

Poppy time!
Post 51 Auxiliary, along with 
the American Legion post 51 
Honor Guard gave out pop-
pies at Walmart. Pictured 
is Scott Jeanson getting a 
donation from Kaiya and 
Ryker.

To subscribe to the Pine City Pioneer, visit 
https://www.pinecountynews.com/subscribe/

pioneer/
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 Myers &
 Associates, Ltd.
 Certified Public Accountants
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 Planning & Taxation for: Estates, Trusts,
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 320-629-2090
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(320) 384-7901

SCHMIDT CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

All types of Residential 
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GERALD SCHMIDT 102 SECOND ST. NE 
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“Advanced, affordable eye care delivered
in the manner all patients deserve.”

Pine Eye Associates
320-629-7262  • 866-629-7262

110 Evergreen Square, Pine City • www.pineeye.com

Dr. IversonDr. Garofalo
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Oak Park
Dental

Dr. Dylan Ascheman DDS
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Phone 320.629.2282 Fax 320.629.3357

320-629-2282
505 Johnson Ave SE    Pine City, MN •
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  Matthew M. Sievers, D.D.D., M.S.
Invisalign & Braces - Free Initial Exam

705 4th Ave SW 
Pine City, MN 55063

320-629-9944

140 Birch St N # 106 
Cambridge, MN 55008
763-689-3134

13185 St. Croix Ave 
Lindstrom, MN 55045
651-257-4445

Althoff & Nordquist, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

www.althoffandnordquist.com
Carl D. Nordquist Jr., CPA

Robert R. Althoff, CPA

Let us do the work for you!

124 East Forest
Mora, Minnesota

Telephone: 320-679-4846

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Write-Up, Personal, 
Partnership and Corporate Taxes

1300 Northridge Dr., NW Unit #1
Pine City, Minnesota
Telephone: 320-629-6185

CALL-A-SPECIALIST

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SPOT, CONTACT:

Tami Riedeman
Sales Representative

Pine City Pioneer
Offi  ce: (320)629-6771 
Cell: (320) 322-1551                                                                

sales@pinecitymn.com

ROB SANVIK AGENT

Jim Laven
Agency Sales 

Manager

Email: JLaven@amfam.com
24-Hour service/claims reporting: 1-800-692-6326

Pine City
245 Main St. S

Pine City, MN 55063
Offi  ce: 320-629-2927

Fax: 651-237-0988

North Branch
38880 Oakview Ave, Suite 1

North Branch, MN 55056
Offi  ce: 651-237-0977

Fax: 651-237-0988

TWO EARLY
TWO EARLY

DEADLINE NOTICES

DEADLINE NOTICES

DEADLINE is NOON Friday, May 27 

DEADLINE is NOON 

Friday, June 3 

June 2 Issue of the

June 9 Issue of the
Pine City Pioneer

Pine City Pioneer

Our o�  ces will be closed on Monday,

May 30 in observance of Memorial Day.
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OBITUARIES

Melvin Walter Besser
Melvin “Mel” Walter Besser passed away on Mon-

day, May 16, 2022 at his home in Brook Park, holding 
the hands of  his wife and daughter, with his son 
Dan at his side. He was 85 years old.

Melvin was born October 9, 1936, at home in 
Ogilvie, Minn. to Walter and Elvera (Lundberg) 
Besser.  The family lived on several different farms 
in the Ogilvie area before settling on a farm in rural 
Brook Park when Melvin was six and where they 
remained until Melvin graduated from Pine City in 
1954.

In 1958, he was 
married to Bobbie 
Kurzhals, who he met 
through his sister, 
Marlys. They made 
their home in the 
cities until they saved 
enough money to 
fulfi ll Melvin’s dream 
of  owning his own 
farm. Their fi rst farm 
was in the Mora area, 
but their fi nal move 
was in 1968 to their 
present farm in the 
Brook Park area. They 
remained there until 
the time of  Melvin’s 
passing. Melvin and 

Bobbie were blessed with four wonderful children 
and fi ve beautiful grandchildren, all of  whom made 
many wonderful memories on the farm.

In his lifetime, Melvin wore several hats during 
his working years. He worked 10 years in a barrel 
factory before farming. When he began milking 
cows he also began hauling canned milk. For a time 
he worked some road construction with two of  his 
brothers-in-law and he also did farm inspections for 
an insurance company and traveled many miles in 
the rural areas.

Melvin was a Whited Township board member, a 
Brook Park Lions member and served on the Fed-
erated Co-Op board. He was an active member of  
Emmanual Lutheran Church in Brook Park where 
he was baptized and confi rmed, and also in Zion 
Lutheran of  Mora in later years.

Melvin also took time to enjoy life. He loved horse-
back riding and his pack trips out west. He liked to 
fi sh and snowmobile and was overjoyed when he 
could skunk someone in a game of  cribbage. And 
let us not forget his dancing prowess. A good polka 
was his favorite and the ladies honestly lined up to 
dance with him. Melvin is probably still smiling 
about that.

In his last months, Melvin was confi ned to home 
because of  his pulmonary fi brosis. We will be 
forever grateful to St. Croix Hospice for the loving 
and compassionate care that they gave to Melvin 
over the last 7 months. They became our wonderful 
friends.

Melvin was so grateful to all of  his good friends, 
who, through phone calls and visits, kept him in 
touch with the outside world. Three of  those won-
derful friends borrowed a handicapped van and 
took him on a last ride outside his home.

Melvin was an interesting kind of  guy, loved and 
respected by his family and friends. We will miss 
him terribly.

Melvin is preceded in death by his parents, grand-
son Joshua, son-in-law Jay Bohlen, brothers-in-law 
Adrian Athey and Arden Hippen.

He is survived by his wife Bobbie; children, Mark, 
Jodie Bohlen, Greg (Amy), Dan; grandchildren, 
Nick, Jen, Ben, and Alexis (Jayke); siblings, Carol 
Athey, Joyce Hippen, Marlys (LeRoy) Hippen, Sha-
ron (Ron) La Casse, Sandra (Leslie) Johnson, and 
Joan (John) Hischer; many nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

A Memorial Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 31, 2022 at the Zion Lutheran Church 
in Mora.  Pastor Anthony Cloose will offi ciate.  
Memorial Visitation will be held 1 hour prior to 
the service at the church.  Inurnment will be in the 
Brook Park Cemetery.  Arrangements are by the Ak-
kerman Ingebrand Funeral Home of  Mora.  Condo-
lences may be posted at www.aifuneralhome.com.

Jeremy J. Matson
Jeremy James Matson, 35, formerly of Sandstone 

passed peacefully on May 10 at his home in Dayton, 
Ohio after an over two year battle with Acute Lym-
phoblastic Leukemia. 

Jeremy was born on June 18, 1986 in Cambridge, 
Minn. The only child of Rick and Jean Matson. 

Jeremy was a long 
time employee of Happy 
Land Tree Farm in 
Sandstone and loved 
his job because he 
could spend his days 
outside. He had a huge 
love for nature. When 
he wasn’t at work he 
was usually going on 
adventures with his 
wife, Samantha. He 
loved to hike, travel, 
kayak, canoe, fi sh, 
camp and snowshoe. 
He loved spending time 
exploring the North 
Shore and being by 
Lake Superior.

His pride and joy were his sons, Aiden and Hunter. 
He loved being a dad. 

In February 2020, Jeremy was diagnosed with Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia. He fought hard and brave-
ly and tried every treatment available to him. Even 
through the bad times and the tough days, he always 
stayed positive. 

Jeremy is preceded in death by his dad, Rick Mat-
son. His grandparents Wally and Millie Matson and 
Al and Betty Hendrickson. His aunt Yvonne Beltram, 
his uncle Ken Matson and his uncle Gary Hendrick-
son. 

He is survived by his wife, Samantha (Dayton, 
Ohio). His sons Aiden (Chetek, Wisconsin) and Hunter 
(Dayton, Ohio). His mother Jean Matson of Pine City, 
two sister in laws, Christina Fultz (Travis) of Tipp 
City, Ohio and Natalie Grube (Tim) of Tipp City, Ohio 
and many other loved family and friends. 

A celebration of life will be held at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day June 25 at the Matson family cabin located across 
the street from 20481 Miller Road in Sandstone. Please 
bring your own chair if able. 

Also please consider. if your able, making an ap-
pointment to donate blood in Jeremy’s honor. There 
are so many people still fi ghting blood cancer and 
blood is so vital for their fi ght. 
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Gary Charles Adolph Miller
Gary Charles Adolph Miller passed away on 

Wednesday, May 18, 2022 at his home in Rush City, 
Minn. Gary Charles Adolph Miller was born May 
24, 1940 in Rush City, Minnesota to Adolph and 
Aldred (Bergendahl) Miller.  He helped his father 
with farming while attending a “one room” coun-
try  school.  He graduated from Rush City High 
School in 1957.  

Gary loved farm-
ing and driving his 
H Farmall that he 
kept after the farm 
was sold.  His work 
career started at the 
Rush City feed mill, 
the Rush City Co-op 
followed by Plastech 
Research in Rush City 
where he worked for 
38 years.  

He married Beryl 
Bliss.  Children: Rob-
byn born in 1963 and 
Ryan born in 1965.  
After being alone for 
a time, (we all know 
Gary loved to be with 

people) he met Sharon Berglund at Moulton’s Roll-
erdrome in Rush City.  They were married Decem-
ber 30, 1972; in a ice/snowstorm.  Children: Chad 
born in 1974 and Jody born in 1976.

Gary was certainly a “people person” and thrived 
on being with them.  If  there was someone he 
didn’t know, he would quickly fi nd out who they 
were, where they were from, and make them feel 
welcome.  It was a gift from God that he used very 
well in church. 

He also used this gift of  making people welcome 
at Timberline Campground in Sturgeon Lake 
where Sharon and he camped for 40 plus years. In 
their later years they lived and worked  at Tim-
berline all summer, loving the outdoors and the 
people, plus staying physically active.

His pride and joy was his family. There are 
so many fi shing, camping, hunting, stories and 
tractor rides that all include his family. He loved 
talking about his kids, grandkids, and his great 
grandson, Walker.

He had one sister, Fern, who along with their 
parents, preceded him in death.

Gary is survived by his wife Sharon; children 
Robbyn (Michael) Haley, Ryan (Stephanie) Mill-
er, Chad (Jen) Miller and Jody (Tim) Reynolds; 
11 grandchildren Ashley (Tanner Hardy) Mill-
er, Hannah (Colin Fritze) Miller, Abbey (Corey) 
Holthaus, Isaac Haley, Micah Reynolds, Kelsey 
Reynolds, Joren Miller, Sadie Miller, Carter Miller, 
Brooks Miller, and Teyah Miller; Great Grandchild 
Walker Holthaus; Adopted family Kerry, Kim, Kole, 
Konnor, Kameron, and Karly Jusczak. Many other 
family and countless friends.

Pastor Tim Adams will offi ciate at services for 
Gary Miller; 11 a.m. Friday May 27, 2022 at the 
Journey North Church in Pine City. A time of  
visitation/gathering is planned; Thursday evening 
from 4-7 p.m. at the Olson Funeral Chapel in Rush 
City and one hour prior at the church Friday. Gary 
will be interned in the Free Mission Cemetery, 
northwest of  Rush City at a later date. 

In lieu of  fl owers, memorials can be given to 
Journey North Church or the Free Mission Ceme-
tery.  Gary will be buried at the Free Mission Cem-
etery in a private family burial.  The land for the 
cemetery was donated by Gary’s grandfather. Gary 
and Sharon have been care-taking this country 
cemetery for years. 

Funeral arrangements for Gary Miller are en-
trusted to: Funeral And Cremation Service of  Rush 
City~Olson Chapel. www.FuneralAndCremation-
Service.com. 

PEOPLE

BIRTHS

Budke
Teagan Elizabeth Budke was born on April 15, 2022 at Welia 
Health. She weighed seven pounds, four point four ounces 
and was 20 inches long. Her parents are Robert and Rachel 
Budke of Mora. Teagan is welcomed home by siblings Aria 
(seven years old), Raiden (four years old), and Anora (three 
years old). Grandparents are Mary Budke of Mora,  MN, 
Rebecca Howard of Minneapolis and  Leon Budke of Fergus 
Falls, and Edward Washington of Minneapolis.

Bugar
Burke Bence Bugar was born on March 25, 2022 at Welia 
Health. He weighed seven pounds, fourteen ounces and was 
20 and 3/4 inches long. His parents are Seth and Kalli Bugar 
of Mora. Burke is welcomed home by sibling Winsome (three 
years old). Grandparents are Petey and Kim Gilbertson of 
Mora, Karen and Scott Burgar of River Falls, Wisc.

BIRTHS

Donna Heidelberger
Donna Heidelberger, 66, of  Pine City, MN passed 

away on May 14th, 2022. Donna was a loving moth-
er, grandmother, sister and friend.  Born to Wallace 
and Jean Lind, July 1955 in Duluth, MN. Raised in 
Anoka, MN where she developed a strong faith that 
guided her throughout her life.  

She married Dale 
Heidelberger in 
October 1977. They 
were blessed with 
four children: Rachel, 
Rebecca, Daniel, and 
Katie.  

Life on the farm in 
Stanchfi eld, MN pro-
vided her the perfect 
opportunity to pass 
on her faith, love for 
animal, strong work 
ethic and passionate 
can-do attitude to 
her children and all 
whom she met. 

After many years 
of  work at East Cen-

tral Electric, she made a career change to auctions 
and helping plan the Pine City Rodeo. Allowing her 
to return to her love of  animals and working in the 
family business.  

Donna is survived by her children Rachel Hei-
delberger (Mark), Becky Heidelberger (Dan), Dan 
Heidelberger (Kyra) and Katie Evenson (Jesse); 
six grandchildren, Mikal & Lucas Lewandowsk, 
Lincoln and Sawyer Heidelberger and Jayden & 
Kenley Evenson. Brothers Steve Lind (Bev), Kenny 
Lind (Yoon Hee), Sisters Susan Holmquist & Nancy 
Lind; many nieces and nephew and friends.  

Donna will be remembered for her strong faith, 
unconditional love, and a desire to serve and help 
others.

Celebration of  Life June 14th at 2 pm at the Bra-
ham Event Center.

Dooley
Madelyn Ann Dooley was born on March 7, 2022 at Welia 
Health. She weighed six pounds, six ounces and was 19 and 
1/2 inches long. Her parents are Kelly and Adam Dooley of 
Milaca. Madelyn is welcomed home by sibling Bentley (four 
years old). Grandparents are Curtis Dahlberg and Denice 
LaPlant,  and Mark Dooley.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
2021 Street Improvements

City of Pine City, Minnesota
SEH No. PINE0 160461

Notice is hereby given that 
Online Bids will be received by the 
City until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 
7, 2022, via QuestCDN for the 
furnishing of all labor and material 
for the construction of the 2021 
Street Improvement Project.

The bid opening will be 
conducted via Microsoft Teams, 
at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud:

Please join my meeting from your 
computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://bit.ly/3vOxN5h 

Or call in (audio only) 
1 872-242-7640, United States, 

Chicago 
Phone Conference ID: 639 491 

813# 
Any person monitoring 

the meeting remotely may be 
responsible for any documented 
costs. Message and data rates may 
apply.

Major quantities for the Work 
include:

Est. Qty	Unit	 Item
8,300	 SY	 Reclaim 

Bituminous Pavement
700	 LF	 8-Inch PVC 

Sanitary Sewer
2,400	 LF	 6-Inch to 

8-Inch PVC Water Main
2,600	 Ton	 Bituminous 

Pavement
5,100	 LF	 Concrete 

Curb
16,000	 SF	 Concrete 

Walk
1,900	 LF	 15” – 24” 

RCP Storm Sewer
The Issuing Office for the 

Bidding Documents is: Short Elliott 
Hendrickson Inc. located at 3535 
Vadnais Center Drive, St. Paul, 
MN 55110-5196, Greg Anderson - 
651.490.2000.

The Bidding Documents may be 
viewed for no cost at http://www.
sehinc.com by selecting the Project 
Bid Information link at the bottom of 
the page and the View Plans option 
from the menu at the top of the 
selected project page.

Digital image copies of the 
Bidding Documents are available 
at http://www.sehinc.com for a fee 
of $30. These documents may be 
downloaded by selecting this project 
from the “Project Bid Information” 
link and by entering eBidDocTM 
Number 8202370 on the SEARCH 
PROJECTS page. For assistance 
and free membership registration, 
contact QuestCDN at 952.233.1632 
or info@questcdn.com.

For this project, bids will 
ONLY be received electronically. 
Contractors submitting an electronic 
bid will be charged an additional 
$30 at the time of bid submission 
via the online electronic bid service 
QuestCDN.com. To access the 
electronic Bid Worksheet, download 
the project document and click the 
online bidding button at the top 
of the advertisement. Prospective 
bidders must be on the plan holders 
list through Quest CDN for bids 
to be accepted. Bids shall be 
completed according to the Bidding 
Requirements prepared by SEH 
dated June 1, 2021.

In addition to digital plans, paper 
copies of the Bidding Documents 
may be obtained from Docunet 
Corp. located at 2435 Xenium 
Lane North, Plymouth, MN 55441 
(763.475.9600) for a fee of $70.

Bid security in the amount of 5 
percent of the Bid must accompany 
each Bid in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders.

A Contractor responding to these 
Bidding Documents must submit to 
the City/Owner a signed statement 
under oath by an owner or officer 
verifying compliance with each of 
the minimum criteria in Minnesota 
Statutes, section 16C.285, 
subdivision 3.

The City reserves the right to 
reject any and all Bids, to waive 
irregularities and informalities 
therein and to award the Contract in 
the best interests of the City.

Scott Hildebrand
City Administrator
City of Pine City, Minnesota
Published in the Pine City 

Pioneer  May 12, 19, 26, 2022      
_________________________
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF PINE 

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

Court File No. 58-CV-22-211
CIVIL SUMMONS

ANITA L. HEFFERNAN, 
PLAINTIFF VS 
BERNICE C. WITTMAN, DORO-
THY L. WITTMAN, THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF RUTH HEFFERNAN, 
ALSO KNOWN AS RUTH CARL-
SON, DECEASED, AND THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF GEORGE W. 
HEFFERNAN, DECEASED, AND 
ALL OTHER PERSONS UNKNOWN 
CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, TITLE, ES-
TATE, INTEREST, OR LIEN IN THE 

REAL ESTATE DESCRIBED IN 
THE COMPLAINT HEREIN, 
DEFENDANTS.

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. The 
Plaintiff has started a lawsuit against 
you. The Plaintiff’s Complaint against 
you is attached to this Summons. 
Do not throw these papers away. 
They are official papers that affect 
your rights. You must respond to 
this lawsuit even though it may not 
yet be filed with the Court and there 
may be no Court file number on this 
Summons.

2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
21 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS. You must give or mail to 
the person who signed this Sum-
mons a written response called an
Answer within 21 days of the date on 
which you received this Summons. 
To protect your rights, you must 
serve a copy of your Answer to the 
person who signed this Summons 
located at Sjoberg & Tebelius, P.A., 
2145 Woodlane Drive, Suite 101, 
Woodbury, MN 55125.

3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 
EACH CLAIM. The Answer is your 
written response to the Plaintiff’s 
Complaint. In your Answer you must 
state whether you agree or dis-
agree with each paragraph of the 
Complaint. lf you believe the Plain-
tiff should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you must 
say so in your Answer.

4. YOU MAY LOSE YOUR CASE 
IF YOU DO NOT SEND A WRITTEN
RESPONSE TO THE COMPLAINT 
TO THE PERSON WHO SIGNED 
THIS SUMMONS. If you do not An-
swer within 21 days, you may lose 
this case by default. You will not get 
to teII your side of the story, and the 
Court may decide against you and 
award the Plaintiff everything asked 
for in the Complaint. If you do not 
want to contest the claims stated in 
the Complaint, you do not need to re-
spond. A Default Judgment can then 
be entered against you for the relief 
requested in the Complaint.

5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You may 
wish to get legal help from a lawyer. 
If you do not have a lawyer, the Court 
Administrator may have information 
about places where you can get legal 
assistance. Even if you cannot get 
legal help, you must still provide a 
written Answer to protect your rights 
or you may lose the case.

6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RES-
OLUTION. The parties may agree to 
or be ordered to participate in an al-
ternative dispute resolution process 
under Rule 114 of the Minnesota 
General Rules of Practice. You must 
still send your written response to the 
Complaint even if you expect to use 
alternative means of resolving this 
dispute.

7. THIS LAWSUIT MAY AFFECT 
OR BRING INTO QUESTION TITLE 
TO REAL PROPERTY situated in 
the County of Pine, State of Minne-
sota described as follows: Lot Three 
(3), SUNNY BEACH, according to 
the recorded plat thereof, Pine Coun-
ty, Minnesota.

8. NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that the object of this action is to ob-
tain a judgment declaring that Plain-
tiff is the owner in fee of the property 
described above, subject only to the 
interest of Moose Lake - Windemere 
Sanitary Sewer District pursuant to 
that certain Right-of-Way Easement 
dated February 5, 1979, recorded 
in the Office of the Pine County Re-
corder on August 21, 1979 as Docu-
ment No. 261068, and that the De-
fendants, and each of them, have no 
right, title, estate, interest or lien in or 
upon the said real estate.

9. NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that no personal claim is made by 
Plaintiff against any of the Defen-
dants. 
Dated: May 2, 2022 

SJOBERG & TEBELIUS, P.A.
Leo F. Schumacher (#0140466)
2145 Woodlane Drive, Suite 101
Woodbury, Minnesota 55125
Telephone: 651—738-3433
E-mail: Ieo@stlawfirm.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff Anita L. Hef-
fernan
Published in the Pine City Pioneer 
May 19, 26, June 2, 2022
                                                            

BIDS CLOSE JUNE 6, 2022
PINE COUNTY, MN

Sealed proposals will be 
RECEIVED until 10:00 a.m. Monday 
June 6, 2022, by David Minke, 
Pine County Administrator at 635 
Northridge Drive NW Pine City, MN 
on behalf of the Pine County Board 
of Commissioners for construction 
of the county projects listed below.  
Proposals will be opened and 
read publicly in the Administrator 
Conference Room by the County 
Engineer or his representative at the 
Pine County Courthouse in Pine City, 
MN at 10:00 a.m. 

Minimum wage rates to be paid 
by the Contractors have been 
predetermined and are subject to the 
Work Hours Act of 1962, P.L. 87-581 
and implementing regulations.

Contract #2202
• SAP  058-603-011		

On CSAH 3, from CSAH 2 to CSAH 
8; 4.5 miles

• SAP  058-628-014		
On CSAH 28, from CSAH 61 to the 
West County Line; 9.5 miles

• SAP  058-632-019		
On CSAH 32 from CSAH 33 to 
CSAH 22; 7.0 miles

• SAP  058-635-009		
On CSAH 35 from CSAH 28 to TH 
18; 3.5 miles

CP    058-022-003      Windemere 
Township project:  Warbler Lane; 
430 FT

Major quantities of work 
(combined): 17,432 TONS CLASS 
5 AGG. BASE; 460,781 SY FULL 
DEPTH RECLAMATION; 99,385 
SY PERMEABLE CEMENT 
STABILIZED BASE; 348,467 SY 
MILL BITUMINOUS 2.0”; 37,383 
TONS BITUMINOUS SURFACING 
TYPE ½” (2,B); 49,766 TONS 
BITUMINOUS SURFACING TYPE 
¾” (2,B); 331,502 LF 4” SOLID LINE 
AND 22,450 BROKEN LINE MULTI-
COMP. GR-IN (WR) PAVEMENT 
MARKING.

Plans are available on EGram.  
For a user ID contact Sherri at 

(320) 216-4200 or sherri.anderson@
co.pine.mn.us 

Hard copies of plans and 
specifications may be examined 
and secured for $100 at the Pine 
County Public Works Department, 
405 Airport Road NE, Pine City MN 
55063.                              

Bids must be accompanied by a 
Corporate Surety Bond in an amount 
not less than 5 percent of the total 
bid price.  The County Board of Pine 
County reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids and to waive any 
informalities.  By order of the Pine 
County Board of Commissioners.

/s/ Mark A. LeBrun 
Mark A. LeBrun, County Engineer
Pine County, Minnesota

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer May 12, 19, 26, 2022
_________________________

NOTICE
Pine County, Minnesota is 

requesting proposals for their self-in-
sured Medical Insurance Plans.  The 
RFP (with submission instructions, 
general information and all pertinent 
underwriting details) can be ob-
tained by contacting Paul Schrupp 
at Gallagher Benefit Services -- 
Phone: 952.918.3947 Email: Paul_
Schrupp@ajg.com - 3600 American 
Blvd W – Suite 500, Bloomington, 
MN  55441.  All questions regarding 
this RFP should be directed to Paul 
Schrupp at Gallagher.   Quoting 
carriers must provide a proposal via 
email, following the instructions out-
lined in the RFP no later than 2:00 
pm on June 16, 2022.  Proposals 
received after the deadline will be 
considered late and ineligible for 
consideration.

Published in the Pine City Pio-
neer May 26, 2022
_________________________

SUMMARY OF MINUTES
OF THE PINE COUNTY 

BOARD MEETING
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, May 3, 2022 
10:00 a.m.

Pine County Board Room, 635 
Northridge Drive NW 
Pine City, Minnesota

Chair Hallan called the meeting 
to order at 10:00 a.m.  Present were 
Commissioners Terry Lovgren, J.J. 
Waldhalm and Matt Ludwig.  Also 
present was County Administrator 
David Minke and County Attorney 
Reese Frederickson.  Commissioner 
Josh Mohr was absent (excused).

The public was invited to join the 
meeting remotely by phone, Zoom, 
or watch via live stream on YouTube.

The Pledge of Allegiance was 
said.  

Chair Hallan called for public 
comment.  There was no public 
comment.

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 
to adopt the Agenda. Second by 
Commissioner Lovgren.  Motion 
carried 4-0.

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to approve the Minutes of the April 
19, 2022 County Board Meeting and 
Summary for publication.  Second 
by Commissioner Waldhalm.  Motion 
carried 4-0.

Minutes of Boards, Reports and 
Correspondence

Pine County Surveyor’s Monthly 
Report – April, 2022

Insurance Committee Minutes of 
April 18, 2022 

Motion by Commissioner 
Ludwig to acknowledge the 
Minutes of Boards, Reports and 
Correspondence.  Second by 
Commissioner Lovgren.  Motion 
carried 4-0

Motion by Commissioner 
Lovgren to approve the Consent 
Agenda.  Second by Commissioner 
Waldhalm.  Motion carried 4-0.

Approve the following 
applications:

A. Exempt Permit
Authorize Auditor-Treasurer to 

send a letter of approval to the 
Minnesota Gambling Control Board 

for the following:
i. Roxie’s Hope to conduct 

Minnesota lawful gambling on 
December 31, 2022 at Maverick’s 
Saloon, 29410 Beroun Crossing Rd, 
Pine City, Minnesota

B. 3.2 On/Off Sale and Wine 
License with Strong Beer 
Endorsement Authorize Board Chair 
and County Auditor-Treasurer to 
sign wine license with strong beer 
endorsement for the following: 

i. Aufderhar & Aufderhar, LLC 
(Ray & Marge’s Resort), 36700 
Lakeland Rd, Sturgeon Lake, 
Minnesota

C. 3.2 Office Sale License
i. Duquette General Store, 88235 

State Hwy. 23 No., Duquette, 
Minnesota

D. Abatement
i. Jimmie & Becky Guligowski, 

Parcel 25.0292.001, exclusion 
was incorrectly removed for taxes 
payable in 2022, but should have 
been removed for taxes payable 
2023 and forward.

ii. Ferrel & Kara Nelson, Parcel 
18.0042.000, property should 
have been linked to owner’s main 
parcels for homestead purposes 
for taxes payable in 2022 (this 
will also increase the agricultural 
credits on Parcels 35.0009.000 & 
35.0002.000).

iii. Mark & Laura Ferdelman, 
Parcl 28.0290.000, homestead 
should have been removed for taxes 
payable in 2022 and property should 
have been classified as seasonal.

iv. Glenn Sobert, Parcel 
42.0086.000, homestead was 
incorrectly removed for taxes 
payable in 2022 due to post office 
notification of change of address, but 
owner did not move.

v. Daniel Rodecap, Parcel 
42.5670.000, exclusion was 
incorrectly input and did not calculate 
for taxes payable in 2022.

Accept the following donations:
A. $1,000 donation from the 

Pokegama Lake Association 
designated to the Pine County 
Sheriff’s Office K-9 Program.

B. $5,000 donation from the East 
Central Energy Operation Round 
Up designated to the Pine County 
Sheriff’s Office Drone Program.

Award the 2022 Equipment 
Rental Bids.  Bids were opened April 
28, 2022.

Approve the Cooperative 
Agreement between Pine County and 
the State of Minnesota, Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture, for Waste 
Pesticide Collection, effective July 1, 
2022 through June 30, 2027.  

Ratify the reassignment of 
Sergeant James Reiser to Jail 
Programs Coordinator effective May 
2, 2022.  This position will be a 
Grade 9.  Employee will be moving 
from a current Grade 10 position 
to new position/Grade 9; pay will 
remain frozen at $33.69 per hour 
until the new Grade 9/Year 10 scale 
becomes greater than his current 
wage.

Authorize the hiring of Amanda 
Torgerson, Daren Brackenbury, 
Adam McClure, Kay Wimmer, Missy 
Quisberg, and Hunter Kelash as 
part-time corrections officers, 
effective May 9, 2022,  Grade 7, 
Step 1, $21.77 per hour.  

Approve Social Workers Nicole 
Vork and Angela Ripley to attend the 
MN Child Welfare Training Academy 
in Duluth.  Total cost:  Approx. 
$3,005. 

Public Hearing:  Ordinance 
2022-26 On Behalf of Arlone 
Township Regulating Subsurface 
Sewage Treatment Systems 
(to commence at 10:00 a.m. 
or as soon 	 t h e r e a f t e r 
as practicable)  

Land and Resources Manager 
Caleb Anderson stated Arlone 
Township has elected to defer 
regulation of subsurface sewage 
treatment systems (SSTS) to Pine 
County. 

Chair Hallan opened the public 
hearing at 10:06 a.m. and called 
for public comment. Arlone township 
resident Terry Croup, inquired if 
existing septic systems would be 
grandfathered in or if inspections 
would be necessary.  Mr. Croup 
stated he felt if there was a need 
for new systems with this change, 
it would be a financial burden to 
the residents.  Anderson explained 
that typically an inspection is only 
required at the time of sale or if 
an addition is constructed. Arlone 
township resident, Ailene Croup, 
inquired as to mound system 
requirements.  Anderson reviewed 
the process for determination of 
septic system requirements.  There 
being no additional public comment, 
Chair Hallan closed the public 
hearing at 10:18 a.m.

Motion by Commissioner 
Lovgren to approve Pine County 
Ordinance 2022-26 on behalf of 
Arlone Township, rescinding all 
prior ordinances and amendments 
to ordinances regulating subsurface 
sewage treatment systems within 
these townships.  Second by 

Commissioner Ludwig.  Motion 
carried 4-0.

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to authorize County Administrator 
David Minke to enter into an 
Agreement with the University of 
Minnesota-Extension to provide up 
to $160,000 of American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds for the youth 
engagement project.  Second by 
Commissioner Waldhalm.  Motion 
carried 4-0.

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to approve the Voting Equipment 
Grant Account Grant Agreement.  
Second by Commissioner Ludwig.  
Motion carried 4-0.

Motion by Commissioner Lovgren 
to authorize the Board Chair to sign 
the Order Form with Pictometry 
International Corp. for aerial photos 
to be flown in the Spring 2023 under 
the Minnesota Counties Computer 
Cooperative purchasing agreement.  
Second by Commissioner Ludwig.  
Motion carried 4-0.

Motion by Commissioner 
Lovgren to approve the American 
Rescue Plan Act Broadband Grant 
Program and timeline which includes 
an allocation of $250,000 for the 
first round, opening on May 3, 2022 
and closing June 17, 2022.  Second 
by Commissioner Hallan.  Motion 
carried 4-0.

With no further business, Chair 
Hallan adjourned the meeting 
at 12:16 p.m.  The next regular 
meeting of the county board is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 17, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m., North Pine 
Government Center, 1602 Hwy. 23 
No., Sandstone, Minnesota.

Stephen M. Hallan, Chair Board 
of Commissioners 	

David J. Minke, Administrator 
Clerk to County Board of 
Commissioners

The full text of the board’s 
Minutes are available at the 
County Administrator’s Office 
and the county’s website (www.
co.pine.mn.us).  Copies may 
also be requested from the 
administrator’s office.

Published in the Pine County 
Pioneer May 26, June 2, 2022

_________________________
MINUTES OF PINE COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SPECIAL MEETING - COMMITTEE 

OF THE WHOLE
Highway and Road Tour

Tuesday, May 10, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
Board Room

Pine County Courthouse, Pine 
City, Minnesota

Chair Steve Hallan called the 
meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
Present were Commissioners Josh 
Mohr, Terry Lovgren, JJ Waldhalm, 
and Matt Ludwig.   Also present 
were County Engineer Mark 
LeBrun, Assistant County Engineer 
Aaron Gunderson, and County 
Administrator David Minke.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
1. 2022-2023 Construction
County Engineer Mark LeBrun 

provided an overview of the 2022 
construction projects and funding.  
Approximately 24.5 miles of road 
resurfacing, two culvert replacements 
and two bridge replacements are 
planned at a cost of $11.5 million. 

2023 constructions projects include 
12.89 miles of overlay/paving and 
resurfacing, one bridge replacement, 
trail construction on CSAH 9, 
and culvert replacements, at an 
estimated cost of $8.325 million.  
The board discussed the CSAH 9 
road project/bridge replacement/ 
trail project; a public open house is 
scheduled for June 14, 2022 at the 
Courthouse. 

2. Road Tour
At 10:36 a.m. the commissioners, 

County Engineer LeBrun, Assistant 
County Engineer Gunderson and 
County Administrator Minke boarded 
a bus for the road tour.  The tour 
included roads east of Pine City, 
Hinckley, north to Sandstone and 
Askov.  The bus returned to the 
courthouse at 1:35 p.m. 

With no further business, Chair 
Hallan adjourned the meeting at 1:35 
p.m.

Stephen M. Hallan, Board Chair
Pine County Board of 
Commissioners
David J. Minke, County  
Administrator Clerk to 
Pine County Board of 
Commissioners

Published in the Pine County 
Pioneer May 26, June 2, 2022

                                                            
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF PINE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 58-PR-22-47

ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON  PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE IN 

AN UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
The Estate of 
Thomas George Theisen a/k/a 
Thomas G. Theisena a/k/a 
Thomas Theisen a/k/a Tom 
Theisen,
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSON 
AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given on the 11th day of July, 2022, 
at 9:00 a.m. o’clock, a hearing will 
be held BY ZOOM in the above 
named Court at the Pine County 
Courthouse, 635 Northridge Drive 
NW, Pine City, Minnesota, for the 
formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the Will of the above 
named decedent, dated 12-19-2018, 
and for the appointment of Donna 
May Theisen whose address is 505 - 
7th Avenue NE, Pine City MN 55063, 
as co-personal representatives of the 
estate of the above named decedent 
in an unsupervised administration, 
and that any objections thereto 
must  be filed with the Court. That, 
if proper, and no objections are filed, 
said personal representative will be 
appointed to administer the estate, to 
collect all assets, pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, and sell 
real and personal property, and so all 
necessary acts for the estate. Upon 
completion of the administration, 
the representative shall file a final 
account for the allowance and shall 
distribute the estate to the persons 
thereunto entitled as ordered by the 
Court, and close the estate.

Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Clerk of 
Court within four months after this 
notice or said claims will be barred.

Dated: May 18, 2022
BY THE COURT
/s/ Heather M. Wynn
Judge of District Court
Amy Willert
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Scott C. Neff
Trenti Law Firm
225 North 1st Street
P. O. Box 958
Virginia, MN 55792
Attorney Reg. No: 77367
Telephone: (218) 749-1962

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer May 26, June 2, 2022
_____________________________	
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF PINE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 58-PR-22-46

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of
Bonnie Marie Thayer
a/k/a Bonnie M. Thayer,
Decedent.

Notice is given that an Application 
for Informal Appointment of Personal 
Representative was filed with the 
Registrar. The Registrar accepted 
the application and appointed Philip 
Russell Stariha, whose address is 
8052 Jewel Avenue South, Cottage 
Grove, MN 55016, to serve as 
the personal representative of the 
decedent’s estate.

Any heir or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative. Any 
objection to the appointment of the 
personal representative must be 
filed with the Court, and any properly 
filed objection will be heard by the 
Court after notice is provided to 
interested persons of the date of 
hearing on the objection.

Unless objections are filed, and 
unless the Court orders otherwise, 
the personal representative has the 
full power to administer the estate, 
including, after thirty (30) days from 
the issuance of letters of general 
administration, the power to sell, 
encumber, lease, or distribute any 
interest in real estate owned  by the 
decedent.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn.  Stat. §  524.3-801, 
all creditors having claims against 
the decedent’s estate are required 
to present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court within 
four (4) months after the date of this 
notice or the claims will be barred. 
Dated: May 19, 2022

Pamela Kreier Registrar
Amy Willert
Court Administrator

SPEAR & SWANSON LAW OFFICE
Rhonda Swanson
MN# 178512
615 – 3rd Avenue Southwest
Pine City, MN 55063
Telephone:	320-629-7586
Facsimile:	 320-629-1065
e-mail: rswanson@spearswanson.
com
Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer May 26, June 2, 2022
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PUBLIC NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF PINE 

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

Court File No. 58-CV-22-241
AMENDED SUMMONS

Brandi L. Bennett, individually and 
as Trustee of the Brandi Bennett 
Trust Agreement, dated November 
11, 2015,
PLAINTIFFS 

V. 
Minnesota Commissioner of 
Public Safety, CTW Group, 
Incorporated, a Minnesota 
Corporation, William Wesley, 
Kathleen Wesley, Craig Peltier, 
Patti Peltier, Gregory Anderson, 
and Kim M. Anderson,
AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, 
WHETHER KNOWN OR UN-
KNOWN, CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE, INTEREST OR LIEN IN 
THE REAL PROPERTY OR MAN-
UFACTURED HOME DESCRIBED 
HEREIN
DEFENDANT.
THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED TO 
THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS.

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. The 
Plaintiff has started a lawsuit against 
you. The Plaintiff’s Complaint against 
you is attached to this Summons.  
Do not throw these papers away. 
They are offi cial papers that affect 
your rights.  You must respond to 
this lawsuit even though it may not 
yet be fi led with the court and there 
may be no court fi le number on this 
Summons.

2. YOU MUST REPLY WITH-
IN 21 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS.   You must give or mail to 
the person who signed this Sum-
mons a written response called an 
Answer within 21 days of the date on 
which you received this Summons. 
You must send a copy of your An-
swer to the person who signed this 
summons located at:

John M. Cabak
CABAK LAW, LLC
243 Main Street S
Pine City, MN 55063
3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 

EACH CLAIM. The Answer is your 
written response to the Plaintiff’s 
Complaint. In your Answer you must 
state whether you agree or dis-
agree with each paragraph of the 
Complaint. If you believe the Plain-
tiff should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you must 
say so in your Answer.

4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR CASE 
IF YOU DO NOT SEND A WRITTEN 
RESPONSE TO THE COMPLAINT 
TO THE PERSON WHO SIGNED 
THIS SUMMONS.  If you do not 
answer within 20 days, you will lose 
this case. You will not get to tell 
your side of the story, and the court 

may decide against you and award 
the Plaintiff everything asked for in 
the Complaint.  If you do not want 
to contest the claims stated in the 
Complaint, you do not need to re-
spond.  A default judgment can then 
be entered against you for the relief 
requested in the Complaint.

5.  LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You 
may wish to get legal help from a 
lawyer. If you do not have a lawyer, 
the Court Administrator may have 
information about places where you 
can get legal assistance. Even if 
you cannot get legal help, you must 
still provide a written Answer to pro-
tect your rights or you may lose the 
case.

6.  ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION.  The parties may 
agree to or be ordered to participate 
in an alternative dispute resolution 
process under Rule 114 of the Min-
nesota General Rules of Practice.  
You must still send your written re-
sponse to the Complaint even if you 
expect to use alternative means of 
resolving this dispute.

7.  REAL PROPERTY.  THIS 
LAWSUIT MAY AFFECT OR BRING 
INTO QUESTION TITLE TO REAL 
PROPERTY located in PINE County, 
State of Minnesota, legally described 
as follows:

Lot 1, Block 2, Norway Point 5th 
Addition, Pine County, Minnesota, 
AND an undivided 5/6th interest in 
Outlot A, Norway Point 5th Addi-
tion, Pine County, Minnesota.

Said property is also identifi ed 
by its Property Tax ID Number of 
085189000 and is located at 22906 
Norway Circle, Pine City, Minnesota, 
55063.  It is hereinafter known as the 
“Subject Property.”   

The object of this action is to 
award judgment establishing title 
to the manufactured home located 
on the above property in name of 
the Plaintiff Brandi L. Bennett Trust 
Agreement, and ordering that the 
manufactured home is to be deemed 
a fi xture on the real estate and no 
Certifi cate of Title is necessary.  

8. NOTICE OF NO PERSON-
AL CLAIM. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§557.03, the Plaintiff hereby gives 
notice that no personal claim is being 
made against the Defendants. 
 However, if Defendant unreason-
ably defends the action, Plaintiff are 
requesting an order of the court di-
recting that the Defendant shall pay 
costs and attorney fees to Plaintiff.

CABAK LAW, LLC
Dated: May 19, 2022
/s/ John M. Cabak
John M. Cabak
Atty. Reg. No. 0388929
Attorney for Plaintiffs
243 Main Street South
Pine City, MN 55063
(320) 629-2529 

GATEWAY LAW, LLC 
Dated: May 19, 2022
/s/ Brock P. Alton
Brock P. Alton
Attny Lic. No. 0388335
216 Myrtle Street
PO Box 370
Stillwater, MN 55082
(612) 209-5478
gatewaylawoffi ce@gmail.com

Published in Pine City Pioneer May 
26, June 2, 9, 2022

Pine County Township 
Notice of Public Hearing for 

Conditional Use Permit
Notice is Hereby Given, in accor-

dance with the Township Zoning Or-
dinance, that the Planning Commis-
sion of Pine City Township will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, June 7th, 
2022 at 5:30 p.m. at the Pine City 
Town Hall, 21977 St. Croix Rd, Pine 
City, MN 55063.  This hearing is for 
an application for a Conditional use 
permit from Mike and Erin Anderson 
located at: 14309 Government Rd, 
Pine City, MN to allow for the place-
ment of a 100 foot by 17-inch-wide 
guide-wire tower to accommodate 
satellite internet access for private 
use

The Township of Pine City en-
courages interested parties to attend 
public meetings and comment on 
issues being discussed.  If you wish 
to provide comments and are unable 
to attend the meeting, written com-
ments may be submitted to or deliv-
ered to, The Township Clerk prior to 
the time of the Hearing.  These writ-
ten comments will be made a part of 
the offi cial record.

Questions regarding this mat-
ter can be directed to the Township 
Planning and Zoning Administrator, 
Roger Else at 612-219-7104.

Tammy Carlson,
Clerk, Pine City Township

Published in the Pine City 
Pioneer, May 26, 2022

STATE OF MINNESOTA
PINE COUNTY 

CHENGWATANA TOWNSHIP 
ORDINANCE 

NO. 2022-05-17-2 
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 
A PLANNING COMMISSION

AND BOARD 
OF ADJUSTMENT

The Township Board for the 
Township of Chengwatana hereby 
ordains: 

Section 1.  Establishment of Plan-
ning Commission. 

 A Township Planning Commis-
sion is hereby established under 
the authority of Minnesota Statutes 
462.354 through 462.358 for the 
purpose authorized by such statutes 
consistent with the terms of this Or-

dinance. Other powers and duties 
may be delegated to the Planning 
Commission by the Township Board, 
consistent with Minnesota Statutes. 
All decisions of the Commission are 
subject to approval by the Township 
Board.

 Section 2.  Composition and 
Terms of Offi ce of the Planning Com-
mission. 

 The Planning Commission shall 
consist of those persons lawfully 
occupying the offi ce of Town Board 
Supervisor.  Said persons shall re-
main on the Planning Commission 
only so long as they hold the offi ce 
of Township Board member, and 
as new persons are elected or ap-
pointed to the positions of Township 
Board members, such new persons 
shall become Planning Commission 
members under the authority of this 
Ordinance.

 Section 3. Organization and Re-
cord Keeping. 

 The Planning Commission shall 
create and fi ll the offi ces of Chair-
person and Vice-Chairperson from 
its own membership. Unless the 
Planning Commission appoints a 
chair and vice-chair, the Town Board 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall 
fi ll those offi ces.  The Township’s 
Zoning Administrator or Planning 
Consultant, if any, shall act as ad-
visor to the Planning Commission. 
Unless the Township Board appoints 
a Secretary, the Township Clerk 
shall act as Secretary to the Plan-
ning Commission and shall prepare 
or supervise the preparation of the 
minutes of the Planning Commission 
and be responsible for record keep-
ing. The Planning Commission may 
adopt rules for the conduct of hear-
ings and the transaction of business 
as necessary.

 Section 4. Planning Agency. 
 The Planning Commission shall 

be the planning agency and shall 
have the powers and duties given 
such agencies generally by Min-
nesota Statutes 462.651 through 
462.365 only with regard to recom-
mending adoption and amendment 
of the Township’s Land Use Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance unless other pow-
ers and duties are specifi cally dele-
gated to the Planning Commission 
by the Township Board, consistent 
with Minnesota Statutes.

 Section 5. Public Hearings. 
 No Land Use Plan shall be ad-

opted by the Township Board until a 
public hearing has been held thereon 
by the Planning Commission.

 Section 6. Establishment of a 
Board of Adjustments and Appeals. 

 The Township Board shall serve 
as the “governing body” and “board 
of appeals and adjustments” for 
purposes of Minnesota Statutes 
Sections 462.357 and 462.358. The 

Board shall have all of the powers 
contained in Minnesota Statutes 
Sections 462.351 to 462.364.

 Section 7. Repealer.
 All prior ordinances to the extent 

that they are inconsistent with the 
terms and provisions of this Ordi-
nance, shall be deemed repealed 
after the effective date of this ordi-
nance with regard to those inconsis-
tent terms and provisions.

 Section 8. Effective Date.
 This ordinance shall be effective 

upon passage and publication in the 
offi cial Township newspaper.
 Passed by the Township Board 
for the Township of Chengwata-
na this 17th day of May 2022.                                                                                                                                            
    Les Bloom, Chairperson

ATTEST:
Katy Overtoom, Clerk 

Published in Pine City Pioneer 
May 26, 2022

Chengwatana Township
Meeting Notice

The Planning Commission 
of Chengwatana Township has 
scheduled meetings for the fi rst 
Tuesday of every month at 8 
pm starting with June 7, 2022.  
The meetings will be held in the 
board room on the east end of 
the community center located at 
27136 Forest Road.

 Katy Overtoom, Clerk
Published in the Pine City 

Pioneer May 26, 2022

PINE COUNTY SHERIFF’S BLOTTER

Sheri�  Report 
Sunday,  May 15, 2022
9:48 p.m.,  Order Violation, 

Klondike Loop, Grasston 
11:03 p.m., Medical, 7th St 

SW, Pine City
Monday,  May 16, 2022
1:10 a.m., Lift Assist, Johnson 

Ave SE, Pine City
2:09 a.m.,  Personal Injury 

Accident, Henriette Rd, 
Pine City

12:20 p.m., Suspicious Activ-
ity, Everready Rd, Pine City

3:46 p.m., Crim Sex Conduct, 
Birchview Rd, Grasston

3:59 p.m., Damage to 
Vehicle, Evergreen Sq SW, 
Pine City

7:32 p.m., Juvenile Trouble, 
Woodland Rd, Pine City

7:55 p.m., Disturbance, Wil-
derness Retr, Pine City

Tuesday,  May 17, 2022
7:16 p.m., Civil Matter, State 

Hwy 107, Grasston
Wednesday,  May 18, 2022
6:53 a.m., Incident with 

Squad, Northridge Dr NW, 
Pine City

2:16 p.m., Vehicle Theft, 
Blackberry Ln, Pine City

Thursday, May 19, 2022
11:55 a.m., Shoplifting, Ever-

green Sq SW, Pine City
12:40 p.m., Shoplifting, Ever-

green Sq SW, Pine City
Friday May 20, 2022
9:57 a.m., Medical, Wilder-

ness Retr, Pine City
7:04 p.m., Disturbance, 

Silver Maple St, Pine City
10:04 p.m., Order Violation, 

Mallard Creek Trl, Pine City
Saturday May 21, 2022
3:02 a.m., Suspicious Activi-

ty, Henriette Rd, Pine City
3:39 p.m., Theft, Monument 

Rd, Brook Park
7:22 p.m., Missing Person, 

2nd St N, Brook Park

Jail Roster
May 16
ANDERSON, BRANDO
GREGORY LEE
 Hold For Other Agency: 

Bench - Felony Warrant 
Issued 

FOSTER, TIMOTHY JOSEPH 
Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - As-
sault-2nd Degree-Danger-
ous Weapon-Substantial 
Bodily Harm -  Assault-2nd 
Degree-Dangerous Weap-
on-Substantial Bodily Harm 
-  Murder - 2nd Degree 
- Without Intent - While 
Committing a Felony  - 
Murder - 2nd Degree - With 
Intent-Not Premeditated - 
Arrest of Adult

FULLER, ERIN PATRICK 
Hold For Other Agency: Ar-
rest - Felony Warrant Issued 

MATTINAS, THOMAS 
ERNEST 
Pine County Warrant 
Confi ned But Not Convicted 
- Receiving Stolen Property 
- Burglary-3rd Deg-Steal/
Commit Felony or Gross 
Misd - Arrest of  Adult

POTTER, KEVIN ZACHARY
Pine County Warrant: Bench 
- Felony warrant issued by 
Pine, MN  - Receiving Stolen 
Property  - Burglary-3rd 
Deg-Steal/Commit Felony 
or Gross Misd

May 17

HODAPP, BRYAN JOSEPH 
Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - Drugs 
- 1st Degree - Manufacture 
Methamphetamine - Hold 
For Other Agency Confi ned 
But Not Convicted-Arrest 
of Adult

JENSRUD, LEONARD DALE
Probable Cause - Domestic 
Abuse - Violate Order for 
Protection

ROACH, PAULA MARIE 
 Probable Cause - Assault - 

4th Degree - Peace O�  cer - 
Assault - 4th Degree - Peace 
O�  cer - Throws/Transfers 
Bodily Fluids or Feces at or 
Onto O�  cer - Emergency 
Telephone Calls/Communi-
cations - Interrupt, Interfere, 
Impede, Disrupt 911 Call - 
Domestic Assault-GM-Sub-
sequent Violation - Assault 
- 4th Degree - Peace O�  cer 
- Demonstrable Bodily 
Harm

SEEBOLD, RONALD ALLAN 
Under Sentence Convicte  - 
Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Arrest 
of Adult

May 18
EYLANDT, JESSE QUINN 

Pine County Warrant: 
Bench - Gross Misdemean-
or Warrant - Tra�  c - DWI 
- Operate Motor Vehicle 
Under Infl uence of Con-
trolled Substance - Traf-
fi c-Drivers License-Driving 
After Revocation - Tra�  c 
- DWI - Refuse to Submit 
to Chemical Test; Blood or 
Urine as Required by Search 

Warrant
NELSON, MESAI MATTHEW 

Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted  - Do-
mestic Abuse - Violate 
Order for Protection - Arrest 
of Adult

ADEN, MOHAMED BASHIR
 Hold For Other Agency: 

Bench - Misdemeanor War-
rant  - Damage to Property 
- 3rd Degree - Reduce Value 
$501-$1000

May 19
MORRELL, TIFFANI RUTH

Hold For Other Agency: 
Bench - Felony Warrant 
Issued - Give Peace O�  cer 
False Name/Birthdate/
ID Card - Obstruct Legal 
Process-Interfere w/Peace 
O�  cer

NELSON, DOUGLAS MARK
Hold For Other Agency: Ar-
rest -Felony Warrant Issued 

WHALEY, JOSHUA ALLEN 
Probable Cause - Obstruct 
Legal Process-Interfere w/
Peace O�  cer

May 20
BLANK, BARRETT ROBERT 

Under Sentence Confi ned 
But Not Convicted  - As-
sault-2nd Degree-Dan-
gerous Weapon - Arrest of 
Adult

DAWSON, DAKOTA RAY 
Hold For Other Agency: 
Arrest - Felony Warrant - 
Fugitive From Justice From 
Other State

ENGLUND, SCOTT ALLEN
Under Sentence: Serving 0 
days - Concurrent

NELSON, MESAI MATTHEW 
Pine County Warrant 

Confi ned But Not Convicted 
- Receiving Stolen Property

YANG, TOUA FUE 
Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - Drugs 
- 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Arrest 
of Adult

May 21
BETTS,  ARNOLD EUGENE 

Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - Drugs 
- 2nd Degree - Possess 25 
Grams or More Cocaine 
or Methamphetamine  - 
Tra�  c-DL-Driving After Can-
cellation-Inimical to Public 
Safety - Fleeing a Peace 
O�  cer in a Motor Vehicle  - 
Arrest of Adult

MEDVED, NIKITA JADE
 Probable Cause Confi ned 

But Not Convicted  - Tra�  c 
Regulation - Following 
Vehicle More Closely Than 
Reasonable and Prudent  
- Tra�  c - DWI - Operate Mo-
tor Vehicle Under Infl uence 
of Alcohol - Arrest of Adult

WAGNER, CODY JAMES 
Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - Domes-
tic

WALKER, MIRANDA 
Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted  - Intro-
duce Contraband-Drug/
Liquor into Jail/Lockup/
Prison  - Drugs - 5th Degree 
- Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 
- Not Small Amount Mari-
juana -  Drugs - 3rd Degree 
- Possess 10 Grams or More 
a Narcotic Drug Other Than 

Heroin - Arrest of Adult
May 22
MULLIGAN, RYAN ALLEN 

Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - Drugs 
- Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia - Use or Pos-
session Prohibited  - Traf-
fi c - DWI - Operate Motor 
Vehicle Under Infl uence of 
Controlled Substance   - 
Drugs - Possess/Sale Small 
Amount of Marijuana - No 
Remuneration - DWI 
- Fourth-Degree Driving 
While Impaired; Described - 
Arrest of Adult

TACHENY, WILLIAM 
ARTHUR Probable Cause 
Confi ned But Not Convicted 
- Domestic

May23
MENDOZA, LUIS DANIEL 

Probable Cause Confi ned 
But Not Convicted - Tra�  c 
-DWI - Second-Degree Driv-
ing While Impaired; Refuse 
to Submit to Chemical Test  
- Tra�  c - DWI - Third-De-
gree Driving While Impaired; 
1 Aggravating Factor -Arrest 
of Adult

Buy 
Local



CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
PHONE: 320-629-6771  |  FAX: 320-629-6772

16 LOST &16 LOST &
  FOUNDFOUND

We can help! Place a
LOST & FOUND line
ad FREE for 1 week!
Call us today:
Kanabec County
Times 
320-679-2661
Pine City Pioneer 
320-629-6771
Isanti-Chisago County
Star
763-689-1181 ext 101

20 NOTICES20 NOTICES

Register your classic
or vintage boat in the

15th Annual White
Bear Lake Boat Show
for a chance to win a 
trophy or other prizes. 

Registration is free.
The show is on land
June 25 at the White
Bear Lake shopping
center. Register at

presspubs.com
or call 651-407-1200

50 TRAILERS50 TRAILERS
& CAMPERS& CAMPERS

Aluminum Sledbed
trailer. Drive on/off;
ramp, spare. $1395.
Message 320-272-
4474

60 BOATS &60 BOATS &
MOTORSMOTORS

16' alumacraft with
trailer. No leaks, good
deal, 300.00, 
320-496-7653

102 SERVICES102 SERVICES

Diesel Problems?
Call the experts: 
East Central Diesel
763-689-9470 
eastcentraldiesel.net

Free TV: No monthly
bills. Give me a call,
Dave's TV and Anten-
na: 320-515-0270

Roofing, chimney re-
pairs. We can save
you money. 612-845-
0289

112 TREE112 TREE
SERVICESERVICE

Tree Fellers Tree
Service
Insured arborist with
20+ years of
experience. Free
estimates – trimming,
removal, and
consultations. 
763-443-2631

115 HOME115 HOME
HEATINGHEATING

More heat, Less
wood. Classic edge
Titanium HDX EPA
certified OUTDOOR
WOOD FURNACE.
26% Tax Credit.
Prices as low as $200
per month! Call today
612-805-2362

300 300 
FOR SALE     FOR SALE     

Buying  sports  card
collections  call  Tom
612-701-7396

301301
FARM MISCFARM MISC..

Fully decomposed,
composted, cow ma-
nure. 4-yard load.
$160. Free local deliv-
ery. 320-224-9878

351351
ANTIQUES/ANTIQUES/
COLLECT.     COLLECT.     

Antiques wanted:
Jewelry, pottery, guns,
coins, lunch boxes,
carvings, wooden
duck decoys, knives,
postcards, plastic ra-
dios, sterling silver.
Anything nice. 651-
238-0909,  Mora. 

353353
BUILDINGBUILDING
SUPPLIESSUPPLIES

Amish, Roofing, Sid-
ing, Pole Building
Steel and Trim. Facto-
ry direct pricing. 21
colors, up to 40-foot
lengths. Fast service.
Leave message, calls
returned promptly.
320-515-1223. 

358 358 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

358 358 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

20-foot pole length
mixed hardwood fire-
wood, 5-cord load,
$650 plus fuel sur-
charge. 320-679-
1815.

3-Cord loads, 16
inch, split, mixed hard-
wood, $635/load; all
oak, $675/load. 320-
679-1815

Free: Dead Red Pine
logs. Warman area,
easy access. 320-
679-3694

361 LAWN361 LAWN
& GARDEN& GARDEN

Brush mowing, dirt
work, tilling, food
plots. 763-232-7196

369 WANTED369 WANTED

Wanted: Ford truck
1997-2003 parts or re-
pair truck, F-150F-
250. 612-845-0289

401 AUCTION401 AUCTION
CALENDARCALENDAR

401 AUCTION401 AUCTION
CALENDARCALENDAR

401 AUCTION401 AUCTION
CALENDARCALENDAR

401 AUCTION401 AUCTION
CALENDARCALENDAR

401 AUCTION401 AUCTION
CALENDARCALENDAR

401 AUCTION401 AUCTION
CALENDARCALENDAR

Thur. - Fri., June 16-
17 Auction. North
Franklin, CT. Huge 2-
day construction
equipment, trucks.
Carlson Auction Com-
pany. Auctioneer,
John R. Carlson, Lic.
# 30-33. 763-238-
6049. www.carl-
sonauctions.com

Sat., June 4 Property
and Real Estate Auc-
tion. Rock Creek, MN.
Tractors, machinery,
tools, 40 acres &
buildings. John Carl-
son Auction Compa-
ny. Actioneer, John R.
Carlson, Lic. # 30-33.
763-238-6049. www.-
carlsonauctions.com

Thur., May 26 11:00
a.m. Personal Proper-
ty Auction. George &
Dorothy Bergstrom,
owners. Princeton,
MN. Auction will be
held indoors at the
Mille Lacs County
Fairgrounds. Wood-
working equipment,
shop items, yard and
garden tools and sup-
plies, antiques, house-
hold items.  For com-
plete list and pictures
go to: www.midwest-
auctions.com/siemers.
Siemers Auctioneers.
Mitchell Siemers, auc-
tioneer, Lic. No. 48-
16-016, 320-267-1799

Sat., May 28 9:00
a.m. 5% Buyer's Pre-
mium Auction. Janzen
Auction Building, 1-
mile west of the stop-
lights in Aitkin. Collec-
tor cars & related,
boating & related,
tractor & farm machin-
ery, ATV's and relat-
ed, trailers, firearms &
related, garage tools &
related, lawn & gar-
den, antiques & col-
lectibles, furniture &
related, items of inter-
est- horse related.
Janzen Auction Ser-
vices, Auctioneers:
Bob Janzen, Lic. No.
01-14; Jeremy
Janzen, Lic. No. 01-
10. 218-927-4488,
www.janzenauctions.-
com.

Thur., June 2 10:00
a.m. Milaca, MN Area
Machinery, Vehicle &
Antique Auction.
14382 130th Ave., Mi-
laca, MN 56353. Di-
rections: From the
stoplight in Milaca go
west 1.2 miles on Hwy
23 to County Rd. 112,
north to 113th Ave.,
continue north ½ mile
to auction site. Visit
www.midwestauction-
s.com/siemers for
more info and sched-
ule. Trucks & vehicles,
snowplow, trailers,
farm machinery, trac-
tors, shop & farm re-
lated, electrical com-
ponents & supplies,
antiques, collectibles,
advertising items.
Siemers Auctions.
Auctioneer: Mitchell
Siemers, Lic. No. 48-
20-016, 320-267-
1799. 

Online Auction: Clos-
ing 1st week of August.
2-day online, farm
equipment, tools.
John Carlson Auction
Company. Auctioneer:
John R. Carlson, Lic.
# 30-33. 763-238-
6049. www.carl-
sonauctions.com

Closing June 2 7:00
p.m. Online Auction.
Roy Dot Acres Farms,
owner. From Jct. Of
Interstate 35 & MN
State Hwy 23 (Ban-
ning Junction) go west
1 mile on Hwy 23 then
right ¾ mile on
Howard Rd. 25515
Howard Lake Rd., Fin-
layson, MN. Tractors,
haying equipment,
crowding tub, squeeze
chute, gates. Check
www.carlsonauctions.-
com for terms. John
R. Carlson Auction
Co. Auctioneer: John
R. Carlson, Lic. No.
30-33. 763-238-6049.

Sat., June 11 10:02
a.m. Personal Proper-
ty Auction. Dennis &
Linda Pankonin, own-
ers. 1746 Hwy 65,
Mora, MN. Vehicles,
motorcycles, tools,
household, guns,
misc. items. Auctions
by Robyn & Norby.
Auctioneers: Col. By-
ron Robyn, Lic. No.
33-21, 320-291-9566;
Col. Kevin C. Norby,
Lic. No. 33-03, 320-
279-0712. www.mid-
westauctions.com/rob
yn-norby.

Sat., June 11 12:32
p.m. Real Estate Auc-
tion. Dennis & Linda
Pankonin, owners.
1746 Hwy 65, Mora,
MN. 1.1 mile south of
Jct. State Hwy 65 and
State Hwy 23 West
(stoplights by Mora
Liquor Store). 8
acres , 2-bedroom
home, out-buildings.
Inspection dates: 5/20
and 5/22, 3:02-6:02
p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Auctions by
Robyn & Norby. Auc-
tioneers: Col. Byron
Robyn, Lic. No. 33-21,
320-291-9566; Col.
Kevin C. Norby, Lic.
No. 33-03, 320-279-
0712. www.midwest-
auctions.com/robyn-
norby.

Sat., June 4 10:02
a.m. Personal Proper-
ty Auction. Edward M.
Schindeldecker Es-
tate. 3145 Rainbow
St., Brook Park, MN.
Tractors, woodwork-
ing, collectibles,
household, firewood,
guns. Auctions by
Robyn & Norby. Auc-
tioneers: Col. Byron
Robyn, Lic. No. 33-21,
320-291-9566; Col.
Kevin C. Norby, Lic.
No. 33-03, 320-279-
0712. www.midwest-
auctions.com/robyn-
norby.

Sat., June 4 12:02
p.m. Real Estate Auc-
tion. Edward M. Shin-
deldecker, Estate.
3145 Rainbow St.,
Brook Park, MN. Par-
cel 1: Home, shed,
shop, approximately
1.5 acres. Parcel 2:
Approximately 57.88
acres, field/ meadow/
woods. Inspection
dates: 5/13 and 5/15,
3:02-6:02 p.m. or by
appointment. Auctions
by Robyn & Norby.
Auctioneers: Col. By-
ron Robyn, Lic. No.
33-21, 320-291-9566;
Col. Kevin C. Norby,
Lic. No. 33-03, 320-
279-0712. www.mid-
westauctions.com/rob
yn-norby.

451 RENTALS451 RENTALS
COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL

For Rent in Mora, 1&2
bedroom apartments.
Available immediately.
$725-850. No smok-
ing. No pets. Denny,
507-269-7639

506         506         
REALREAL  ESTATEESTATE

I have buyers looking
to purchase land. 218-
831-0804, Eddie
Odendahl, Land Spe-
cialist: Whitetail Prop-
erties.

Wanted: Homestead
property with small
acreage by private
party. Mora/Ogilvie/Mi-
laca. All calls re-
turned, no agents.
813-500-1501.

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants
for the following positions:

Loan Offi cer -- Clara City
Credit Analyst Supervisor -- Clara City, Howard Lake
Insurance Agent -- Clara City & Montevideo
Personal Banker -- Clara City
Loan Admin Clerk -- Clara City, Granite Falls
Core Applications Specialist -- Clara City
Controller -- Howard Lake
Card Services Specialist -- Clara City

To view our job posting or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEOC of Protected Veterans & Individuals with Disabilities

WE’RE HIRING!

BOGO  
40% OFF
ENDS 5/31

833-314-1217
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YOUR CAREER SEARCH 
STARTS HERE

The Pine City Pioneer
pinecountynews.com

CLASSIFIED ADS 
GET RESULTS

Call 320-679-2661 Mora 
or 320-629-6771

Pine City

EXCESS BAGGAGE
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

Placing a classifi ed ad is an easy and 
affordable way to advertise your 

unwanted items to hundreds of potential 
buyers. Contact us today and start 

turning the stuff you don’t want into 
something you do want: CASH!

Pine City Pioneer
320-629-6771 or pinecountynews.com

Place an ad today!
Call (320) 629-6771 or go to 
pinecountynews.com - click 
on Classifi eds, place an ad!

PLACE A CLASSIFIED TODAY.
320-679-6771

Take a peek today, 
and browse great local 

job opportunities from a 
variety of employers.

405 2nd Ave SE, Pine City • 320-629-6771

P I N E  C I T YPP I N E  C I T YDON’T MISS A BEAT!
Subscribe to your local 

newspaper today!

What Will 
    You Find?

Sell Your Stuff in the Classifi eds! Call 320-629-6771 or go to 
pinecountynews.com/classifi eds/ to place your ad today.

Pine City 
Pioneer
Classifi eds Section

P I N E  C I T YP I N E  C I T Y



EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
PHONE: 320-629-6771  |  FAX: 320-629-6772

AGENCY FISCAL
CONTROLLER

Lakes and Pines is an equal opportunity employer. Minorities are encouraged to apply.

Lakes and Pines, CAC, a private non-profit organization, is 
seeking a professional to lead the Fiscal Department. The De-
partment Director must ensure all applicable laws, regulations 

and performance standards as prescribed by Federal and State regulations are 
followed within Agency policies and procedures. The individual will be respon-
sible for preparing and maintaining payroll, accounts payable and receivable 
records and reports of all assigned programs and oversee the maintenance 
and fiscal grant requirements as prescribed by funding regulations, laws and 
internal operations. Responsible for adherence to the Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles and Audit Requirements. Evaluates opera-
tional progress through regular reporting of expenditures to the Executive 
Director and funding sources. Supervises all Department personnel. Applicant 
must have a minimum of three years proven administrative experience in a 
supervisory capacity, as well as experience and/or demonstrate knowledge of 
non-profit accounting practices. Must demonstrate comprehensive knowledge 
of Uniform Guidance. Must have aptitude for budget control; must be able to 
evaluate budgets and fiscal information in relation to on-going program activ-
ities.  Requires a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree in business administration, 
accounting, public administration or related field from an accredited college or 
university.  Compensation dependent on qualifications

Full Time Position with Benefit Package. 
 For information, application, and/or special disability accommodations, 

please contact Lakes and Pines C.A.C., Inc., an Equal Opportunity Employer,  
1700 Maple Avenue East, Mora, MN. 55051; 320/679-1800 or  

www.lakesandpines.org.  Applicants required to complete  
Agency’s Employment Application.

Application Deadline: 12 p.m. on June 8, 2022 

NorthStar Media is seeking a motivated person to fi ll 
an open position as In-House Sales Person.  

Monday - Friday, 32-hour work weeks.  
Duties include sales for all of the classifi ed pages and main-

taining church directories for the following papers:  Advertiser, 
Kanabec County Times and Isanti-Chisago County Star.  Addi-
tionally, you will assist the front offi  ce staff  with various daily 

operations tasks.  
You must be able to multi task using multiple software pro-

grams, communicate via email and phone and in person, and 
have strong organizational skills.  

If interested, please contact Jeff  Andres, Publisher. 
651-407-1258 or Jeff  @northstarmedia.net

NOW NOW 
HIRING

In-House In-House 
Sales PersonSales Person

Now Hiring
Media Marketing Consultant

This person would use 
consultative selling techniques 
to partner with businesses for 

advertising in newspapers and by 
using the website and social media 

platforms for those products.

Please contact Jeff Andres, Group Publisher
763-350-3540 or jeff@northstarmedia.net

We have a great opportunity for 
a media marketing consultant!

advertising in newspapers and by 
using the website and social media 

We have a great opportunity for 
a media marketing consultant!Good Good 

pay and pay and 
bene� ts bene� ts 

available!available!

Join our amazing staff NOW HIRING:
• Full-Time and Part-Time RN

starting wage- $36.00
• Full-Time and Part-Time LPN

starting wage- $24.00
• Full-Time RN/Assisted Living 
Manager for Serenity Court

starting wage- $36.00
Sandstone Health Care Center LLC

109 Court Ave South - Sandstone MN 55072

Dave Molitor • 320-245-3150
jennifer.colby@sandstonehealth.com

Applications available 
on site. Call with any 

questions. Competitive 
Wages, Health Benefits, 

401(k) 
Equal Opportunity Employer

154154
EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Worker  needed  in
Hinckley  for  private
home  care.  Call
Lynette at 
320-279-2131  or
Trista 320-279-1879.

Legal Support com-
pany is hiring one
part-time, on-call
courier / process serv-
er. Willing to train the
right person. Email us
at plcmpls@gmail.-
com

Open Personal  Care
positions,  Pine  City
area. Flexible 
schedules,  Minimal
lifting. $60 bonus 
following  first  120
hours  of  work.  Apply
at 
www.independence-
plusmn.com

TAKING APPLICATIONS NOW
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

The City of Pine City is accepting applications for 
SEASONAL LIQUOR STORE 

CASHIERS
Must be available all shifts, weekends and holidays.

The store is open Sunday - Saturday.

Employment 
Opportunities

Applications can be obtained at Voyageur 
Bottle Shop or www.pinecity.govoffi  ce.com 

and returned to Voyageur Bottle Shop 
205 Main Street S. Pine City

 Positions open until fi lled.

NOW HIRING
FT and PT positions available. 

FREE NAR CLASSES and a SIGN ON BONUS.
Offering competitive wages and benefi ts.

LPN, RN, CNA & RA

Please see website for more information 
and job descriptions www.ecumen.org/careers

 or call Amy @ 651-237-3055
AA/EOE/Vets/Disabled

North Branch

Nursing
Superheroes

needed at NorthStar Media, Inc. • 930 S. Cleveland • 763-689-1181 • FAX 763-689-1185

NorthStar
Printers • Publishers

Quantity Wanted:                            

Number Of Sections:                    

                                              Order Of Sections

1)                                        

2)                                      

3)               

4)

5)

6)

  

Special Instructions:

Date:                                     Date Needed 

Name Of Printed Piece:

Contact Name:                                             Phone Number:

  

Trim Height                                          Trim Width

  

  

  

  

  

Bindery Work Order

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NorthStar Media has a 
PT/FT position 

open in our mailroom/ 
inserting department.

Willing to work fl exible hours; 
requires some heavy lifting. 

Starting wage $11/hr. 

Send resume/application to 
NorthStar Media 

930 S. Cleveland St. 
Cambridge, MN 55008

NorthStar Media is seeking a motivated person to fi ll 
an open position as a Customer Service Rep.  

Monday - Friday, 32-hour work weeks.  
Duties include sales for all of the classifi ed pages and 

maintaining church directories for the following papers:  
Advertiser, Kanabec County Times and Isanti-Chisago County 

Star.  Additionally, you will assist the front offi  ce staff  with 
various daily operations tasks.  

You must be able to multi task using multiple software 
programs, communicate via email and phone and in person, 

and have strong organizational skills.  
If interested, please contact Jeff  Andres, Publisher. 

651-407-1258 or Jeff  @northstarmedia.net

NOW NOW 
HIRING

Customer Customer 
Service Rep.Service Rep.

� e Isanti-Chisago County 
Star is looking for people 
interested in joining our 

award-winning collection of 
freelance writers/reporters. 

Areas of possible coverage include feature 
stories, government coverage, or sports coverage. 

Previous writing experience is preferred, but 
not mandatory. Photography experience is a 

plus. Compensation is dependent on types and 
frequency of articles produced.

Writers Wanted

If interested, 
contact Bill at 

editor@countystar.com 
or 763-689-1181, 

ext. 107.

FT, PT HHA, CNA 
Must be reliable, 

dependable and able to 
work every other 

weekend.weekend.

Call Sue at 
629-7272 or 

apply online at 

$1500 SIGN 
ON BONUS!

www.northernpinesassisted.com

Walker Methodist is Hiring!
Caregivers at Eastwood Senior Living 

in Mora -  
$1000 Sign-On Bonus!

(320)679-2916

Check out our website for full list of 
opportunities 

https://www.walkermethodist.org/careers

Ready-Mixed Concrete 
Driver &  Concrete Conveyor 

Driver/Operator
Hopkins Sand and Gravel is accepting 

applications for a Ready-Mixed Concrete 
Driver and Concrete Conveyor Driver/Operator. 

Applicant must have customer service
skills, be dependable, and have a positive 
attitude. Applicant must possess a Class B 
license with current medical card and pass 

pre-employment drug test.
We off er a competitive wage, 40l(k), health 

and dental insurance. 
Interested candidates can apply at 

our Beroun offi  ce or online at 
www.hopkinsgravel.com.

24865 Hwy 61, 
Pine City, MN 55063

320-629-2522

Hopkins Sand and Gravel Inc.

P I N E  C I T YP I N E  C IPPP T Y

pinecitymn.com

320-629-6771

EXCESS BAGGAGE
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

Placing a classifi ed ad is an easy and 
affordable way to advertise your 

unwanted items to hundreds of potential 
buyers. Contact us today and start 

turning the stuff you don’t want into 
something you do want: CASH!

Pine City Pioneer
320-629-6771 or pinecountynews.com

THIS SPACE RESERVED 
FOR YOUR AD

Give your Business 

THE ATTENTION
IT DESERVES!

Contact us at
320-629-6771 • pinecountynews.com

?
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WeliaHealth.org

Today we honor the heroes
who made the ultimate sacri�ce

while defending our nation.

WE REMEMBER.
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