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East Central Alumna is a new face on school board
STAFF REPORT

COURIER@PINENET.COM

Genevieve (Genny) Swenson is the 
newest member to the East Central 
School Board. Genny is not new to East 
Central as she graduated in 2000 from 
the district school. Genny was raised in 
rural Bruno and remains in the same 
area. She was active in sports, academic 
excellence and also the Homecoming 
Queen. 

When asked about her interest in 
school board governance, Genny empha-
sized the importance of parents par-
ticipation in student activities. Genny 
has coordinated summer baseball for 
several years. She also volunteers with 
elementary basketball as a coordinator 
and coach. This service goes beyond the 
borders of East Central school, welcom-
ing young athletes from the surround-
ing area. She recognizes that relation-
ships are formed where caring adults 
can lead and foster our children. The 
students learn skills in athletic prowess, 
however the understanding of team-
work, self-esteem, resilience and trust 
are embedded in those young minds. 

Genny is the COO/Cofounder of Nice 
Healthcare, a new model in healthcare. 
As a nurse family practitioner, Genny is 
versed in physical healing. Her compas-
sion with patients and her leadership 
in healthcare reform are significant. 
Nice Healthcare provides virtual and in 

home appointments, covering 12 states. 
Genny oversees the operations of a 
health system that follows ethical mar-
gins for costs. She serves on the Ameri-
can Nurses Association as an appointed 
member of the Innovation and Entrepre-
neurial Committee. The ever changing 
options offer a different model of health 
care that is expanding rapidly.

In addition to her executive position 
at Nice Healthcare, Genny is an author 
and writer. Her first book was a novel 
entitled, Frontline Angel, a story of a 
1940s Wisconsin nurse as she serves 
in the Philippine Islands just prior to 
World War II and through the Japanese 
occupation .

 She recently wrote an article, Lessons 
We Can Learn From the Challenges of 
Rural Healthcare detailing some of the 
significant barriers for rural health 
care. This included Limited Resources, 
Technology Division, Transportation 
and sparsity of Primary Care Clini-
cians. Her work is significant to our 
local rural areas. 

Genny has a successful career and 
was honored and inducted into the East 
Central Hall of Fame. She is married to 
Jesse Swenson, another alumni of East 
Central. They have three children in 
the district. Her family enjoys camping, 
fishing and vacations together. 

My final query was to ask about her 

SEE SWENSON, PAGE 6 

MARY ELLEN DEWEY
RECIPE@PINECOUNTYCOURIER.COM

The inaugural Pine County Collabo-
rative Youth Ice Fishing Event was held 
on Sand Lake on Saturday, February 
5. Pine County Probation Supervisor 
Kevin Glass stated, “The day started 
out with a brisk wind, snow, and in the 
single digits. But we live in Minnesota 
and that is to be expected.”  

Nine youth from Pine County braved 
the elements for a chance to land the 

big one and win a new ice fishing rod 
and reel. Cameron Norell caught the 
winning-sized fish, the species and size 
will be left up to him to tell his fishing 
story. Two other youth received new ice 
fishing rod and reels for their fishing 
efforts.  

The fishing was slow, but everyone 
had a great time and plenty of food to 
go around. Events like this are truly a 
collaborative effort and could not

Youth ice event held on Sand Lake

PHOTO PROVIDED

The inaugural Pine County Collaborative Youth fishing event was held on Sand Lake earlier in 
February. 

Quilt made of ties helps keep 
Sandstone man’s hands busy

JENNIFER YOCUM-STANS
EDITOR@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

Eighty-eight year-old Paul Ward 
may be in a motorized wheelchair, 
but that doesn’t seem to stop him. 

Paul, a resident at Serenity Court 
Assisted Living in Sandstone, is 
working on his second quilt made 
out of men’s ties. The first quilt he 
worked on was 25 years ago with his 
wife of 68 years. They donated that 
quilt to the Moose Lake Nursing 
Home where it hung on the wall. 
It was there for a few years, then it 
just disappeared. “No one knows 
what happened to it,” said Paul. “It 
was just gone one day.”

So Paul decided he was going to 
make another quilt. He is using 
the same pattern as they did years 
ago. “There are over 100 ties in this 
one,” Paul said. The ties came from 
many sources, Paul explained, his 
wife had saved them for years, his 
friends shared some with him and 
they also bought quite a few from 
the second hand store in Moose 
Lake.

Sadly, Paul’s wife passed away a 
few years ago and shortly after he 
had a stroke. He lost some of the 
use of his left side for a while, but 
through physical therapy he was 

able to regain the use of his hand. 
“I still don’t walk well,” said Paul, 
but with the help of his motorized 
wheelchair he gets around pretty 
good.

Over the past few months Paul 
has been working on his quilt in the 
community room at Serenity Court. 
“There is more room out here,” he 
said. Many residents spend time 

JENNIFER YOCUM-STANS | ASKOV AMERICAN

Eighty-eight year old Paul Ward Sr. shows 
off his quilt made of men’s ties. Ward is a 
graduate of Willow River High School and 
lived in Moose Lake for many years.

SEE QUILT, PAGE 6 SEE ICE, PAGE 6 
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PRESS RELEASE
EAST CENTRAL SCHOOLS

The Minnesota School 
Boards Association has set 
February 21-25 as Minnesota 
School Board Recognition 
Week to build awareness and 
understanding of the vital 
function elected school board 
members play in our society. 
East Central School District 
is joining other public school 
districts from across the state 
to celebrate School Board 
Recognition Week to honor 
local board members for their 

commitment to East Central 
and its students.

“Strong schools help build 
strong communities – and the 
East Central School Board 
devotes countless hours to 
making sure our schools are 
helping every child learn at 
a higher level,” East Central 
Superintendent Andrew Almos 
said. “School board members 
make the difficult decisions 
every month – and spend many 
hours studying education 
issues and regulations in order 
to provide the kind of account-
ability our citizens expect.”

Almos said the key work 
of boards is to raise student 
achievement by:

• Creating a vision for what 
the community wants the 
school district to be and for 
making student achievement 
the top priority;

• Establishing standards for 
what students will be expected 
to learn and be able to do;

• Ensuring progress is mea-
sured to be sure the district’s 
goals are achieved and stu-
dents are learning at expected 
levels;

• Being accountable for their 

decisions and actions by con-
tinually tracking and report-
ing results;

• Creating a safe, orderly cli-
mate where students can learn 
and teachers can teach;

• Forming partnerships with 
others in the community to 
solve common problems; and

• Focusing attention on the 
need for continuous improve-
ment by questioning, refining 
and revising issues related to 
student achievement.

“Even though we’re mak-
ing a special effort to show 
our appreciation this month, 

school board members’ work 
is a year-round commitment,” 
Almos said.

The members serving our 
district are as follows: Peter 
Brown, Julie Domogalla - 
Chairperson, Doug Ecklund 
- Vice Chairperson, Angie 
Presley - Clerk, Judy Loken 
- Treasurer, Genevieve Swen-
son, Rich Thomsen and student 
representative Lori Grundmei-
er.

Minnesota School Board Recognition Week scheduled 
for February 21-25

MARY ELLEN DEWEY
RECIPE@PINECOUNTYCOUIRER.COM

EAST CENTRAL VS MCGREGOR 
The East Central Eagles girls’ 

basketball team got a win on the 
road on Monday, February 7, at 
McGregor winning 52-39. The 
Eagles trailed at halftime 17-20, but 
came out strong in the second half, 
out-scoring them 35-19 

 Coach Peter Rogotzke said, “It 
was one of the better halves we 
played all year and we had good 
balance in scoring.” 

 Kenzie Ludwig and Izzy Olson 
led the way with 16 points each. 
Kenzie also had 13 rebounds while 
Izzy had 8 rebounds and 3 assists. 
Aly Huntington had 9 points all in 
the second half and 4 steals. Raina 
Zaudtke put up 4 points, Elsie 
Laursen had 3 points, Lori Grund-
meier and Jemi Keranen each had 
2 points.  

 “We had great ball movement 
having four different players with 
two or more assists led by Car-
ly Watrin who had four assists. 
We also rebounded well with six 
different players having at least 
three rebounds each.” said Coach 

Rogotzke. 

 EAST CENTRAL VS BRAHAM 
Senior Night was held on Thurs-

day, February 10, against Braham. 
The Eagles lost 25-65. The five 
seniors this year are Lori Grund-
meier, Aly Huntington, Josie Ford, 
Lilly Podlewski, and Katelynn 
McAbee.  

 Ten minutes into the game 
Braham had a 14-18 lead. They 
started crashing the boards hard 
and broke the game open closing 
the half on a 26-1 run. The Eagles 
fought hard in the second half but 
couldn’t close the gap against the 
Braham team losing 25-65.  

 Aly Huntington and Carly 
Watrin led the Eagles in points 
each scoring 5 points. Lilly Po-
dlewski and Elsie Laursen each 
had 4 points. Jemi Keranen and 
Raina Zaudtke had 3 points and 
Kenzie Ludwig had one point.  

 The Eagles played hard through-
out the whole game and didn’t have 
many turnovers. The girls were 
able to get good looks, they just 
couldn’t get enough of them to fall.  

 “I would like to thank our five 
seniors for all of their time and 
dedication they have put in over 

the years to this program and to 
this school. They are very hard 
workers and lead by example. I 
wish them the best of luck for the 
rest of the school year and their 
futures.” said Coach Rogotzke. 

 UP NEXT 
The Eagles finished their regular 

season schedule on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 15, in Culver against South 
Ridge. Section 5A tournament 
games start Monday, February 
28. The other teams in Section 5A 
are Ogilvie, Braham, Swanville, 
Upsala, McGregor, Mille Lacs, and 
St. John’s Prep.

Eagles defeat McGregor 52-39

MIKE DRAHOSH | COURIER

Eagle senior Lily Podlewski goes for the shot on Senior 
Night. Podlewski scored four points in the Eagles loss to 
Braham.

MIKE DRAHOSH | COURIER

East Central 8th grader Ben Carlin, #32, goes for the block 
in the Eagles game against McGregor. Carlin scored six 
points in this game.

COACH DARREN FOGT

The East Central Eagles had 
three games last week and it didn’t 
go as planned. They went 1-2 with 
a win against McGregor and losses 
against Rush City and Braham.   

 McGregor was a close game 
throughout, the Eagles led by five 
at halftime. They were able to hold 
on in the second half and win by 
four, 53-49. The scoring was led 
by Nathan Zielinski with 28, Kyle 
McDonald with 14, Ben Carlin with 
6, Warren Carlson 3, Jacob Dixon 
2, Hunter Colton led in assists with 
4, and Charles Higgins led in with 
steals with 5, Zielinski led the team 
with 6 rebounds.   

Next up was a really tough Rush 
City squad. The boys were ready 
for the challenge, it was Parents’ 
Night and Senior Night. Tribute 
was given to the seniors for the 
hard work that they have put into 

the program. Seniors honored 
were Hunter Colton, Damien 
Boggs, Charles Higgins and Nic 
DePaulis. They will certainly be 
missed next year. We truly are a 
family at East Central and I know 
that they’ll make time to stop back 
when they can and join in some 
practices, just like we have alumni 
doing now.   

The boys came out firing and 
playing some good defense. With 
five minutes to go in the first half 
it was a very close game, however 
a couple of tough misses by the Ea-
gles compounded by some timely 
three-point shooting by the Tigers 
put EC down by 14 at half.  

The Eagles came out fired up 
in the second half also but gave 
up too many threes to Rush, they 
made 13 threes for the game. East 
Central lost 83-60. 

The scoring was much more even 
in this game and that’s what the 

team needs to make a push in the 
playoffs. Zielinski had 17, Colton 16, 
Dixon 11, McDonald 8, Higgins 3, 
Carlin 3, DePaulis 2. Jacob Dixon 
had 14 rebound and 4 blocks, while 
Hunter Colton had 4 deflections.   

The Eagles played Braham on 
Friday night, February 11. The 
Eagles struggled to score, making 
one out of 24 from the three-point 
stripe. EC lost 52 to 37 because 
of their poor shooting. The team 
played hard, got turnovers, got 
rebounds but couldn’t get the ball 
in the basket. They will get in the 
gym and get it figured out. The 
playoffs are close and they need to 
tune things up. The scoring was 
led by Zielinski with 15, Dixon 10, 
McDonald 9, and Carlin 3.   

Saturday, February 19, the 
Eagles play Upsala starting at 1:30 
p.m.

Eagles face McGregor, Rush City, Braham

It Pays to advertise in the Askov American!
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CHERRY PUDDING CAKE

•	 2 c. all-purpose flour 
•	 2-1/2 c. sugar, divided 
•	 4 tsp. baking powder 
•	 1 c. whole milk 
•	 2 Tbsp. canola oil 
•	 2 cans (14-1/2 oz. each) water 

packed pitted tart red cherries, 
well drained 

•	 2 to 3 drops red food coloring, 
optional 

•	 1/8 tsp. almond extract
•	 Whipped cream or ice cream

In a bowl, combine flour, 1 cup of sugar, 
baking powder, milk, and oil; pour into 
a greased shallow 3-qt. baking dish. In 
a bowl, combine cherries, food coloring 
extract, and the remaining sugar; spoon 
over the batter. Bake at 375 degrees for 
50-45 minutes or until a toothpick insert-
ed in the cake portion comes out clean. 
Serve warm with whipped cream or ice 
cream. 12 servings.

Food N’ 
Friends
Mary Ellen 

Dewey

IF YOU have a 
favorite recipe you 
would like to share, 
send it to Mary 
Ellen at recipe@
pinecountycourier.
com. ENJOY!!

FUDGY-GOOEY-CHERRY BROWNIES

•	 1/2 c. butter, soften 
•	 1-1/4 c. granulated sugar 
•	 2 large eggs 
•	 1 tsp. vanilla extract 
•	 3/4 c. all-purpose flour 
•	 1/3 c. cocoa powder 
•	 1/2 tsp. salt 
•	 1/2 c. chocolate chips 
•	 1 c. frozen cherries or fresh 
•	 Powdered sugar (optional) 

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. In a 
large bowl bring together butter, sugar, 
eggs, and vanilla extract. Whisk to 
combine. Add flour, cocoa powder, salt 
and chocolate chips. Combine well 
using a spatula. Add cherries, then fold 
to combine. Batter will be thick. Line a 
9x9-inch baking dish with parchment 
paper or grease the baking dish. Bring 
batter onto baking dish and use spatula 
to spread evenly. Batter will be chunky 
but will even out after baking. Bake for 
40-45 minutes, or until toothpick comes 
out clean. Let it cool completely in the 
pan on a wire rack and then cut brownie 
into smaller pieces. Sprinkle with pow-
dered sugar. Makes 9 servings. 

February is National Cherry Month

Pandemic brings more problems than just a virus
I

t was last week, on one of 
those “warmer” days when 
Janet Halonen stopped over 
to the Gary Meyer barn. I 

had asked her to come help 
pull a hay bale net out of the 
frozen dirt on the barn floor. 

These huge 
nets wrap 
around large 
hay bales, and 
keep the horse 
from overeat-
ing hay, which 
my boys were 
experts at. 
Janet’s help 
was just what 
I needed to get 
the job done.

When 
we first got 
the Perche-

ron-cross brothers, we watched 
in amazement as Prince spun 
the entire large bale into the 
biggest nest of hay you ever 
saw-in a spot where sunshine 
popped through the trees. He 
would plop down in the middle 
and sleep in great comfort. 
King would be left to stand 
on the outside and watch his 
brother, while nibbling on 
the edges. That was how we 
learned that Prince had the 
idea that a large bale of hay 

handed over to them was to be 
used in any way he saw fit.

As Janet and I stood in the 
barn after successfully getting 
the net free, we were chatting 
when I noticed King’s one 
eyeball and length of his face, 
peeking around the corner 
of the barn door frame. I told 
Janet to turn around and look 
who is watching, she ran over 
and hugged him and King was 
clearly happy to see her. She 
has had a great friendship with 
the boys for years. Speaking of 
my horse Prince, I want to say 
a huge thank you to the folks 
sending condolences through 
cards, emails and phone calls. 
It’s heart warming to know so 
many enjoy reading about our 
horses.

On a totally different subject, 
the pandemic has brought 
more than just a virus. One 
thing is the littering of face 
masks. I get it-they can get lost 
or accidentally misplaced but I 
have wondered with seeing so 
many on the ground, are they 
being tossed down on purpose, 
is it intentional to punish the 
establishment for protecting 
you and their employees from 
getting sick. (I don’t have the 
answer.)

Other pandemic casualties 

are not so obvious. Those easy 
to use wipes for sanitizing 
and what not, are not made to 
dissolve in septic systems or 
sewer systems-then again-nei-
ther is grease. If you do either 
(or heaven help you-send 
both down the sewer) you 
will have serious trouble. 
I’ve learned people are doing 
both, the wipes (no matter if 
they say “flushable”) are not 
to be flushed. Compound that 
sewage problem with worker 
shortages, people overworked, 
repair parts unavailable, 
trucker issues, etc. and sud-
denly satellite units need to 
be delivered. So, morale of 
this discussion: no grease, no 
wipes=no running outside.

In the continuing story of 
The Mecl Store: I remember 
mom telling me the large logs 
needed to build that store came 
from Finlayson. Since the fire 
stopped short of Finlayson, 
that made sense to me. Those 
logs were long and large, very 
nice. Once the log structure 
was in place, the logs were 
treated with the popular treat-
ment (at that time) to prevent 
rotting-creosote.  A black tar-
like substance that left the logs 
a dark color. Touching the logs 
was a bad idea-they were nasty 

smelling and a sticky mess, 
which collected dirt from the 
air. We lived on a dirt road, so 
dry summer days threw a haze 
of dirt in the air when a car 
drove in. The accumulation 
of flying dirt cured some of 
the sticky-ness, but we always 
avoided touching.

The fireplace, artesian well 
and the chimney were con-
structed by the Finlayson 
local, John Ahlbom, known 
for his beautiful rock work 
in many circles around the 
state of Minnesota. For our 
house he split rocks using the 
flat side to be displayed on the 
fireplace and chimney.  On the 
face of the beautiful rock work, 
he made a black circle and 
sculpted a side view of Abra-
ham Lincoln in a gold tinted 
clay, just by using the young 
Marvin Mecl’s history book for 
a visual.

The well showed only the 
rounded side of the rocks as 
the huge bowl shaped artesian 
well collected water. The well 
was in the basement of the 
log structure, and was very 
slippery. I remember my father 
had to periodically go down 
and clean. Once cleaned, mom 
would flush the water through 
to remove all his sweeping/

cleaning of the well surface. 
I do remember that once we 
moved away from the store, 
my brother and I craved the 
wonderful taste of the water 
we had growing up.

My cousin Wayne Mecl re-
membered George A. repeat-
ing another story about John 
Ahlbom. The Mecl’s were nail-
ing shingles on the roof, John 
was busy on the chimney when 
he noticed an exposed rock out 
in the field. He already had a 
stash of rocks but that one held 
his interest. Down John went 
dashing out to the field. Once 
he had the rock in his hands 
he sat down with his hammer, 
split the rock, and went right 
back up to the roof.

The floor in the living room 
was large, wide oak planks, 
separated with dark maple, 
approximately 4 inch wide. 
Grandpa, George A., was 
proud of that flooring, it was 
truly beautiful. Both the floor 
and the fireplace were var-
nished and kept shiny. Stay 
warm, wear a mask, the pan-
demic continues to claim lives.

MAXINE MEYER Is a columnist for the Askov 
American and Pine County Courier. She can be 
reached at 612-590-6907, or email mnmax-
gram@yahoo.com.

Finlayson 
News

Maxine Meyer

MICHIGAN CHERRY SALAD

•	 7 oz. fresh baby spinach (about 9 cups) 
•	 3 oz. spring mix salad greens (about 5 cups) 
•	 1 large apple, chopped 
•	 1/2 c. coarsely chopped pecans, toasted 
•	 1/2 c. dried cherries 
•	 1/4 c. crumbled Gorgonzola cheese 

Dressing: 
•	 1/4 c. fresh raspberries 
•	 1/4 c. red wine vinegar 
•	 3 Tbsp. cider vinegar 
•	 1 Tbsp. sugar 
•	 2 Tbsp. olive oil

In a large bowl, combine the first 6 ingredients. Place the 
raspberries, vinegars, preserves, and sugar in the blend-
er. While processing gradually add oil in a steady stream. 
Drizzle over salad. Toss to coat. Serves 8.

320-838-3151
Askov-American.com

Your best 
source for 
community 
information
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR GUIDELINES

The Askov American encourages readers 
to share their viewpoints of community 
issues by writing letters to the editor.  Pub-
lishing decisions are made on questions of 
free speech, good taste, public interest and 
public sensitivity.

The Askov American reserves the right to 
edit for accuracy, clarity, libel, and civility 
and reserves the right not to publish a 
letter. Personal complaints or attacks, 
plagiarized material, religious treatises or 
submissions from organized letter-writing 
campaigns will not be published. 

GUIDELINES FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS
Letters must be submitted by 3 p.m. 

Mondays to askovamerican@scicable.com 
or via mail to P.O. Box 230, Sandstone, MN 
55072
•	 Letters to the editor must be 400 words 

or less.
•	 Each letter writer may have one letter 

published every 30 days, or four print 
cycles (exceptions made for rebuttals). 

•	 Anonymous letters will not be published. 
Letter signatures must include the 
writer’s first and last name, community 

of residence and phone number. Phone 
numbers will not be published.

•	 Only letters originating from writers who 
live, work or have some other relevance 
to the Askov American circulation area 
will be published. 

•	 An identification line may be added to 
the writer’s letter identifying his or her 
occupation or title as it applies to the 
topic of the letter.

•	 Special rules apply during election 
season. 
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“The most important thing a 
community newspaper does 
is recognize the value of the 

lives of ordinary people.”

American
A S KOV

An American 
perspective

I was just like many little boys living in Saigon 
dreaming of having a big boy bicycle when 
South Vietnam fell to communist forces in 
April of 1975. Chaos ensued shortly after, but 

that story is for another time. 
My Vietnamese mother was 
a long-time employee of the 
United States and us children 
did not look like other Vietnam-
ese kids due to American blood 
flowing in our veins. This was a 
constant reminder that we were 
part of the losing side, which 
was impossible to hide.

Leading up to this, it was 
shocking to most of us how fast 
the end really did come and to 
suddenly realize that all was 
lost and that we were trapped.

Up until March of 1975 when 
the US Embassy began quietly 

closing its offices and evacuating most of their 
personnel, no one thought that the communists 
could take the city of Saigon easily. My mother 
was in the process of getting a visa to fly out with 
sponsorship, but that didn’t materialize.

New life began, at first hour by hour waiting 
for the communist troops to come knocking on 
our door like they were doing to so many others. 
All communication was cut and everyone was 
left uncertain of what was to come, our imagina-
tion running amuck with fear.

Hours turned to days inundated with new 
challenges as life as we knew it was no more.  
Everything became a matter of survival, of ru-
mor in whispers; sometimes entire families went 
missing. It was a grim and desperate time when 
we found ourselves left behind.

Days turned to months, but the fear and uncer-
tainty continued to dominate everything we did. 
It seemed certain we were completely isolated, 
and hopelessness began to set in with a feeling 
that all was truly lost; life-long careers, reputa-
tions, savings, fortunes, and futures no longer 
mattered if you were on the losing side. Some-
times, even friends and neighbors would turn on 
you, and people spoke only in whispers for fear 
of an impending raid to make you disappear. 
And indeed, we were raided, lucky to have lost 
everything valuable except our lives.

Then something remarkable happened.
One night my mother found a news program 

broadcast by Voice of America (VOA) on a 
shortwave radio. She suddenly had news about 
what was going on in Vietnam, and the view of 
the free world was available to us. We were still 
desperate, but I cannot overstate the feeling of 
renewed hope knowing the world was watching 
and that we were not forgotten.  

We learned that not all of the tens of thousands 
who went missing were in the hands of the 
communists, because some were able to escape. 
We were sick with jealousy but also happy for 
them though we didn’t know the hardships these 
“boat people” were enduring until much later.

The news sparked so much hope about the 
possibility of escape that my mother eventually 
made her own plan – but fate intervened and we 
failed.

For years to come, this “illegal” VOA broad-
cast was our connection to the free world. It was 
an open secret everyone knew but kept silent 
because it was the only light we had in the dark-
ness keeping us informed of the world outside 
Vietnam.

Guest 
Column

Barry
Burch

A great place to grow up
 
To the Editor: 

On Christmas Day, the Askov 
Community lost a treasure when 
Lorraine Lund Petersen died. 
Lorraine grew up in a house my 
grandfather, F. Clarey Nielsen, 
built in 1914 when he, together 
with his wife and baby daughter 
(my mother, Ardis Petersen), 
moved to Askov to teach school 
and some years later serve as 
school superintendent. The Lund 
home was the third house south 
of the church, so it was easy for 
Lorraine to come to my house 
which was the parsonage next to 
the church.

Lorraine was my first babysit-
ter, and I remember happy times 
playing with her when I was a 
young child. She used to tell me of 
the time she was afraid she had let 
me fall to my death. I was sitting 
on the concrete ledge of my front 
porch and fell over backwards 
into the shrubs below. I survived 
unscathed, and it certainly didn’t 

diminish my admiration for her.
Lorraine’s death has caused 

me to reminisce about the many 
Askov people who influenced my 
life. When I visit Askov, I love to 
walk the beautiful cemetery. I re-
member the old people who served 
as surrogate grandparents, the 
parents of my friends who loved 
me like a daughter, some of my 
cherished friends, and the many 
people who showered me with 
kindness, wisdom, and good cheer. 
What a remarkable place to grow 
up. Those of us still living have big 
shoes to fill..

Asta Twedt
Ankeny, Iowa

Trucking industry in 
news
Dear Editor:

From supply chain issues to 
tragic accidents, the trucking 
industry has been in the news a lot 
lately. These stories do not rep-
resent the trucking community I 
have spent most of my life working 
in. What I believe they do repre-
sent is a failure by MNSCU to this 

vital industry. 
I attended 916 Intermediate 

Technical School in the mid 1970s 
for Auto Body and Painting. Back 
then 916 had vibrant Truck Driver 
Training and Diesel Mechanic 
programs--graduating students 
with entry level skills in these 
fields. These programs are no 
longer offered at the now Centu-
ry College. In the 1980s I took a 
truck driver training course on 
weekends for people who already 
worked in the transportation field, 
allowing them to get their Class A 
license to drive semi trucks. This 
program is also no longer offered 
at Century College.

How many more truck mechan-
ics and commercial drivers would 
be in the industry if MNSCU and 
Century College embraced these 
programs instead of cutting them? 

There are of course other op-
tions. For around $900.00 you can 
get an hour of classroom and two 
hours of practice driving a truck 
with a short flatbed trailer, not 
much bigger than a car hauling 

SEE LETTERS, PAGE 8 

SEE BURCH, PAGE 8 



FEBRUARY 17, 2022	�  ASKOV AMERICAN    5

Dear Tante Ingeborg,
My friend’s grandson is eight 

years old and for the first time in 
his life he has been watching the 

Winter Olym-
pics. To be hon-
est, I can’t seem 
to work up any 
enthusiasm 
for them. The 
only guy I’m 
impressed with 
is the Flying 
Tomato Snow-
boarder. He has 
red hair though 
it’s not visible 

because he wears a helmet. 
The eight-year-old was aston-

ished by the luge. He’s an only 
child and his father and grand-
father decided to build a luge 
track in and around the house 

so the lad could get a feeling for 
the sport. They pieced together 
odds and ends and starting on 
the roof and winding around the 
house, then ending up behind 
the garage they created an im-
pressive run. Before going to bed 
they ran water down the shute 
and in the morning it was nice 
and slick. They cut a garbage 
can in half, put a hockey helmet 
on the kid, strapped him in, 
then sent him flying down from 
the roof to the end of the run. 
The kid flew out of the end then 
sailed through several yards 
and finally came to rest in front 
of River Of Redemption Evangel-
ical Baptist Church. 

My question for you is do you 
think the construction of the 
luge track and allowing the 
heir and only child to try it is 

grounds for divorce? 
Signed Greta on Governor’s Road

Dear Greta,
It never ceases to amaze me 

the lengths grandparents go to 
in their attempts to spoil their 
grandchildren. My mother used 
to say the road to hell was paved 
with good intentions. While I 
wouldn’t go so far as to say the 
construction of a slapdash luge 
run is grounds for divorce, you 
can be sure a couple of marriag-
es are on very shaky grounds as 
a result. Have the perps demol-
ish the contraption and remove 
visitation privileges until sum-
mer. Good luck with establish-
ing guidelines and remember, 
Tante Ingeborg cares….. but not 
so much.

Ask
Tante

BRUNO/KERRICK NEWS Is construction of luge track grounds for divorce?

WILLOW RIVER NEWS

EAST CENTRAL SCHOOL LUNCH MENU

J
eanette Swenson en-
joyed having her family, 
the Jesse and Genny 
Swenson and Arnie and 

Nikki Cekalla families over 
for a pre Superbowl dinner 

on Sunday 
afternoon .

After 
Doug-
Blechinger 
spent quite 
a few hours 
of plowing 
snow on 
Friday, 
Doug and 
Sue went 
over to 
Maggie 
Borchardt’s 
home for 
Doug’s 
birthday 

dinner.
On Sunday, Doug and Sue 

met with Doug’s brother for 
a meal at the Duluth Grill 
Restaurant.

Ron & Kathy Dracy would 
like to thank the gentleman 
that was sorting the bags 

of recyclables that were 
“tossed” into the Bruno Re-
cycling shed unsorted last 
week. Having the recycling 
sheds is a convenience we 
would hate to lose because 
items are not being taken 
care of properly. Thank you 
again!

Sympathy is extended to 
the Dennis Winsor family 
and friends, a Celebration 
of Life was held for Dennis 
at the American Legion in 
Pine City on Sunday Febru-
ary 6.

Lila (Nielsen) Lund 
age 82, passed away on 
Wednesday, February 9th. 
Lila grew up in Askov and 
graduated from the Askov 
High School in 1957. A ser-
vice will be held for Lila at 
the Eastridge Community 
Church 3727 West Arrow-
head Road in Duluth MN 
55811 on Monday, February 
21 at 1 p.m. Condolences are 
extended to Lila’s family 
and friends.

Bruno/
Kerrick 

News
Sylvia 

Schweiger

A
s I write this article 
it is Valentine’s Day.  
So, Happy Valentine’s 
Day.  An interesting 

fact according to history.
com is that 
“XOXO” 
didn’t 
always 
mean hugs 
and kisses.  
“XOXO” is 
a popular 
signature 
this time 
of year. 
The ori-
gins of the 
signature, 
however, 
stem from 
the Middle 
Ages. The 

Washington Post reported 
that during those times the 
“X” symbolized the Chris-
tian cross, and letters ended 
with the sign of the cross 
and a kiss to symbolize an 
oath. As the gesture became 
more popular in literature, 
letters and paperwork, it 
came to mean something 
had been “sealed with a 
kiss.” 

The Willow River School 
Class of 1982 is having their 
40th class reunion July 
30, 2022 at the Corral Bar. 
There will be a food truck 
there from 4 - 6 p.m. For 
more information, please 
contact Sheryl (Keller) 
Lemke or Diane (Alberg) 
Lundborg via Facebook 
Messenger.

 Firearm Safety Class for 
adults and youth is coming 
soon.  The sign-up night 
will be Monday, April 18 
from 5 to 6 p.m. at the Fin-
layson-Giese Sportsman’s 
Club.  A parent or guardian 
must be present at time of 
registration.  There will 
be NO on-line registration.  
This certification is re-
quired for anyone born after 
December 31, 1979 to hunt in 
Minnesota.  You must be 11 
years old by April 20, 2020 
to take this class.  The class 
dates are 6 to 9 p.m. on the 
following dates:  April 25, 27, 
and 29, May 2, 4, 6; and May 
7 is the field day that starts 

at 9 a.m.  You must attend 
all the classes to get the cer-
tification.  You must be on 
time and bring a notebook 
and a pen or pencil.  For 
questions contact George 
Slama at 320-233-6381.

Also, any student of Wil-
low River School or home 
schooled children who live 
in our school district that 
are interested in joining the 
Willow River School Youth 
Trap League please have a 
parent or guardian contact 
Kathi Bennett at 218-372-
3562.  Trap League will be 
starting soon.  We will be 
having a parent meeting 
soon.  Stay tuned for more 
information to come. 

There will be a Snowmo-
bile Safety Class Field Day 
on Saturday, March 5, 2022 
at 9 am at the Finlayson Ele-
mentary School.  This class 
is for kids age 11 to 15 years 
old.  The class size is limited 
so you must pre-register by 
March 1.  Completion of the 
on-line DNR class is re-
quired before.  See the DNR 
website for more informa-
tion and bring all your DNR 
paperwork with you to the 
class.  A parent or guard-
ian must be present.  Also, 
snowmobile and helmet are 
required to take the class.  
To register please contact 
George at 320-233-6381.  
This class is sponsored by 
the Finlayson-Giese Sports-
man’s Club.

 At the school:  There is 
a position of Administra-
tive Assistant open in the 
elementary office at the 
Willow River school.  Also, 
needed are bus drivers 
and substitute van and bus 
drivers, substitute teachers 
and paras, elementary and 
high school music, choir, 
and band teachers, special 
education teacher, long term 
substitute business edu-
cation teacher.  For more 
information please call the 
school at 218-372-3131.  Feb-
ruary 21st there will be no 
school for President’s Day.  
Spring Conferences will be 
February 22nd and Febru-
ary 24 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

WIllow 
River News

Kathi
Bennett

Thursday, 
February 17 

Blue line: Burrito, refried beans/rice tropical 
fruit, raw carrots, milk 
Silver line: Sub sandwich, chips, tropical fruit, 
raw carrots, milk 
 

Friday, February 18 
NO SCHOOL 
 

Monday, 
February 21 

NO SCHOOL  
 

Tuesday, 
February 22 

Blue line: Chili, corn chips, mixed veggies, apple-
sauce, milk 
Silver line: Chicken noodle hotdish, bread stick,
Mixed veggies, applesauce, milk 
 

Wednesday, 
February 23 

Blue line: Hamburger Rice hotdish, bread stick, 
corn, orange, milk 
Silver line: Chicken wrap, chips, corn, orange, 
milk

100 YEARS AGO
FEBRUARY 14, 1922  

- A parcel shower was held at 
the home of Mrs. Gault in Bruno 
for Miss Maud Rodenberger.

- George Ball of Bruno re-
ceived a telegram stating his 
daughter Alice in Detroit Mich-
igan is very ill. He left on the 
night train for Detroit and since 
then another telegram came 
stating Alice had passed away.

75 YEARS AGO
FEBRUARY 13, 1947  

- A new sugar stamp for 10 
pounds will be valid effective 
April 1. Stamp No. 53 valid for 5 
pounds will expire March 31.

- Miss Esther Thomsen, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jens 
Thomsen, of Askov became 
the bride of Louis Spinelli on 
Saturday at Forest Lake. They 
will make their home in Orange, 
New Jersey where Mr. Spinelli is 
employed.

- Both the Junior Class of Bru-
no and Finlayson will hold their 
class play. Bruno will present 
“Laughing Gas” and Finlayson 
will present “The Sunshine 
Twins”.

50 YEARS AGO
FEBRUARY 17, 1972

- Minnesota repeated as the 
National Champion in butter 
production.

- Mr. and Mrs. Hurley Ander-
son of Moose Lake announce 
the engagement of daughter 
Bonnie Marie to Henry Kenneth 
Dobosenski, son of Mrs. Joseph 
Dobosenski and the late Joseph 
Dobosenski. A June 10 wedding 
is planned.

- Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Frazer 
were honored by the Bruno 
Senior Citizens for being good 
scouts.

25 YEARS AGO
FEBRUARY 13, 1997

-  Nate Miller and Bonnie Kim-
inski were crowned Snow Week 
Prince and Princess at Willow 
River School.

- Pine Medical Center in Sand-
stone is pleased to announce a 
new family practice physician. 
Dr. Roland Dumoncrawo. He 
joined the staff on February 
10th.

- Many attended the 70th 
birthday party for Florian 
Chmielewski at the End Zone in 
Rutledge Saturday night.

- Irene Murphy passed away 
on February 4 at Mercy Health 
Care Center. A funeral service 
was held at Holy Angels Catholic 
Church in Moose Lake.

- A 80th birthday party was 
held Sunday at the Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church in Askov for 
Lois Schmidt. It was hosted by 
daughters, Linda, Karen, Ina 
and Pam.

10 YEARS AGO
FEBRUARY 9, 2012

-  East Central High School 
one act play “Judah’s Daughter” 
took first place at the Section 7A 
competition and will advance to 
the state competition.

- The Old School Art Center 
will open February 17. It is lo-
cated at the former East Central 
High School building in Sand-
stone.

- Brady, Alex and Julia an-
nounce the arrival of their little 
brother Carson George born 
February 2. Proud parents are 
Matthew and Shanna Watrin. 
Grandparents are Roger and 
Cindy Jensen, Marie Watrin and 
the late George Watrin.

- Lois Nordin, former music 
teacher, passed away last week.

- The Danforth Community 
Chapel team comes in first place 
at the Harvest Christian School 
broomball tournament held at 
the Sandstone ice rink. More 
than 200 people turned out for 
this first time ever event. Eight 
teams of youth from the school 
and local churches competed. 
A chilli cook-off followed the 
tournament.

DO YOU REMEMBER

2012: Old School Art Center to open February 17

320-838-3151 | Askov-American.com

Your best source 
for community 
information
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NOTICES
NOTICE OF ANNUAL 

MEETING AND ELECTION
NORMAN TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given to the 
qualified voters of Norman 
Township, County of Pine, State of 
Minnesota, that the Annual Election 
of Town Officers and the Annual 
Township Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 8, 2022.  The 
election polls will be open from 5-8 
P.M. at which time the voters will 
elect: one Supervisor for a three-
year term; and one Clerk for a two-
year term.  The Board of Canvass 
will meet immediately following 
the closing of the polls to certify 
official election results.  The Annual 
Meeting will commence at 8:15 P.M. 
to conduct all necessary business 
prescribed by law. Open discussion 
on future election methods will be 
encouraged.  In case of inclement 
weather, the meeting and election 
will be postponed until March 15, 
2022. The Annual Meeting and 
Election will take place at the 
Norman Town Hall, 41455 Co. Rd. 
43, Willow River, MN. 
Judy Nelson, Clerk
Norman Township

Published in the Askov American, 
February 17, 24, 2022

PARK TOWNSHIP 
MEETNG NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the 
qualified voters of Park Township, 
County of Pine, State of Minnesota, 
that the Annual Election of Town 
Officers and the Annual Township 
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022.  In case of 
inclement weather, the meeting 
and election will be postponed 
until March 15, 2022.  The election 
polls will be open from 5-8 pm, at 
which time the voters will elect: One 
Supervisor for a three-year term; 
and one Clerk for a two-year term.  
The Board of Canvass will meet 
immediately following the closing 
of the poles to certify the official 
election results and the Annual 
Meeting will commence at 8:15 pm 
to conduct all necessary business 
prescribed by law.  The Annual 
Election and Meeting will take place 
at the Kerrick Community Center 
(former Presbyterian Church), 5367 
2nd Ave., Kerrick MN.  All current 
safety recommendations with regard 
to the COVID 19 virus at the time 
of the election and meeting will be 
encouraged.
Gregory Kvasnicka
Clerk of Park Township
Published in the Askov American on 

February 17, 24, 2022

PARK TOWNSHIP 
MEETNG NOTICE

The Board of Park Township will 
hold their February 2022 Regular 
and Board of Audit Meetings at the 
Kerrick Community Center (former 
Presbyterian church), 5367 2nd Ave. 
Kerrick MN, on Monday, Feb. 28th..  
The Regular Meeting will convene 
at 7:00 pm with the Board of Audit 
Meeting to follow.  All current safety 
recommendations with regard to the 
COVID 19 virus at the time of the 
meeting will be encouraged. 
Gregory Kvasnicka
Clerk of Park Township
Published in the Askov American on 

February 17, 2022

NOTICE OF 
FUEL TANK FOR SALE

BIDS CLOSE March 8th, 2022
Sealed bids will be received in the 
office of the Pine County Highway 
Department, 405 Airport Road, Pine 
City, MN 55063 until 2:30 P.M on 
Tuesday, March 8th for:
A used 10,000 gallon aboveground 
diesel storage tank.
The tank is located at the Pine 
County Maintenance shop at 75856 
Fleming Rd Bruno, MN 55712. 
Bidders should inspect the 
tank prior to submitting a bid.  
Inspections will be by appointment 
only.  For appointments and 
questions contact the Highway 
Department office at 320-216-4200.
All property is offered for sale “AS-
IS, WHERE-IS” with no warranty or 
guarantee as to its fitness for any 
use offered or implied.  All sales 
are final.  The County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and to waive 
any irregularities.
By order of the Pine County Board 
of Commissioners, Pine County, 
Minnesota.
Mark A. LeBrun, P.E., 
County Engineer
Pine County, MN.

Published in the Askov American  
February 17, 24, 2022

  KERRICK TOWNSHIP
    NOTICE OF ELECTION

    AND ANNUAL MEETING  
Notice is hereby given, to the 
qualified voters of Kerrick Township, 
County of Pine, State of Minnesota, 
that the Election of Townshp 
Officers and Annual Town Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 
2022.
The election polls will be open from 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Duquette 
Town Hall, at which time the voters 
will elect one Supervisor for a 
three-year term, and one Clerk for 
a 2-year term. In case of inclement 
weather, the meeting and election 
will be post-poned until the 3rd 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022. Absentee 
ballots available by contacting 
Clerk, (218-460-6233) thru Mar. 7, 
2022.
The Board of Canvass will 
immediately follow the election.  
The Annual Town meeting will 
commence at 8:15 p.m. to conduct 
all necessary business pre-scribed 
by law. The annual Reorganization 
meeting will take place on Thursday, 
March 17, at 7:00 p.m.
Cindy Darwin, Clerk
Kerrick Township
Published in the Askov American on 

February 17, 24, 2022

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL MEETING AND 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
NICKERSON  TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given to the 
qualified voters of Nickerson 
Township, County of Pine, State of 
Minnesota that the Annual Election 
of Town Officers and Annual Town 
Meeting will be held on Tuesday 
March 8, 2022. In case of inclement 
weather, the meeting and election 
may be postponed until the third 
Tuesday in March in which case 
notices will be posted. 
The Election poll hours will be open 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at which time 
the voters will elect:
One Supervisor for a 3 year term
One Clerk for a 2 year term
The Annual Meeting will begin at 
8:15 p.m. following the election to 
conduct all necessary business 

prescribed by law. 
The Election and Annual Meeting 
will be held at the following location:
Nickerson Town Hall, 94218 Main 
St. Nickerson
Barb Mercer 
Nickerson Township Clerk
Published in the Askov American on 

February 17, 24, 2022

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
MEETING AND ELECTION

Bremen Township
Notice is hereby given to the 
qualified voters of Bremen 
Township, County of Pine, State of 
Minnesota that the Annual Election 
of Town Officials and the Annual 
Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022. In case of inclement 
weather, the meeting will be 
postponed until the third Tuesday of 
March (March 15, 2022).
The election polls will be open from 
5 PM to 8 PM at which time the 
voters will elect one (1) supervisor 
for a three (3) year term and one (1) 
clerk for a two (2) year term.  Any 
voter who has not registered to vote 
may do so at this election.
The annual town meeting will 
commence at 8:15 PM to conduct 
all necessary business prescribed 
by law.  Annual meeting and 
election will take place at Bremen 
Town Hall located on County Road 
41, Willow River.  Given under my 
hand this 17th day of February, 
2021.
Taylor Bednar, Clerk
Bremen Township

Published in the Askov 
American on February 17, 2022

SUMMARY OF
MINUTES OF THE 

PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING
REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2022 - 
10:00 A.M.

NORTH PINE GOVERNMENT 
CENTER, 1602 HIGHWAY 23 NO., 

SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA
Chair Hallan called the meeting 

to order at 10:00 a.m. Present 
were Commissioners Steve Hallan, 
Josh Mohr, Terry Lovgren and Matt 
Ludwig.  Also present was County 
Administrator David Minke; County 
Attorney Reese Frederickson was 
present via electronic means.  Due 
to an out-of-town commitment, 
Commissioner J.J. Waldhalm 
joined the meeting via interactive 
technology, pursuant to Minnesota 
Statute 13D.02.  Commissioner 
Waldhalm was seen and heard 
at the meeting via electronic 
means, at a location open and 
accessible to the public, and 
participated from 904 Calle Cruz 
Roja, Barrio Obrerro, Arecibo 
PR. The public was invited to join 
the meeting remotely by phone, 
Zoom, or watch via live stream on 
YouTube. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was said. Chair Hallan called for 
public comment.  Ailene Croup 
commented on the replacement of 
election voting equipment and her 
concerns with several brands.

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 
to adopt the Agenda. Second by 
Commissioner Lovgren.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Chair Hallan.  
Motion carried 5-0 Motion by 
Commissioner Lovgren to approve 
the Minutes of the January 4, 2022 
Organizational and Regular County 
Board Meeting and Summary 
for publication, Minutes of the 
January 11, 2022 Special Joint 
Meeting--Pine County Board of 
Commissioners & Pine County 

Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority (HRA)/Economic 
Development Authority (EDA), and 
Minutes of the January 12, 2022 
Special Meeting-Committee of the 
Whole (Strategic Planning).  Second 
by Commissioner Mohr.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Chair Hallan.  
Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Mohr to 
acknowledge the Minutes of Boards, 
Reports and Correspondence.  
Second by Commissioner Lovgren.  
A Roll Call vote was called by Chair 
Hallan.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 
to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Second by Commissioner Mohr.  A 
Roll Call vote was called by Chair 
Hallan. Motion carried 5-0.
Fund December 31, 2020 
December 31, 2021 Increase/
Decrease General Fund 7,032,144 
7,845,483 813,339 Health and 
Human Services Fund 2,545,198 
2,746,208 201,010
Road and Bridge Fund  770,230 
1,177,957 407,726
COVID Relief 0 2,550,242 
2,550,242 Land  2,417,136 
2,414,449 (2,687) Self Insurance 
0 554,150 554,150 TOTAL (inc 
non-major funds) 16,484,318 
21,070,995 4,586,677 The following 
vendors with claims of $2,000 or 
more, and 534 claims under $2,000 
or not needing approval totaling 
$983,672.33, were paid during 
the period of December 1, 2021 
– December 31, 2021:  AMAZON 
CAPITAL SERVICES, 12,050.89; 
American Solutions For Business, 
5,216.81; Aml Cleaning Service, 
Inc,8,000.00; Anderson Electric, 
6,732.92; Arlen Krantz Ford Inc, 
3,684.74; Askov Deep Rock, 
2,128.38; Assoc Of Minn Counties, 
4,947.67; BLUE CROSS & BLUE 
SHIELD OF MINNESOTA, 9,720.50; 
BONKS SAND & GRAVEL, 
4,663.20; Central Mn Jobs & 
Training Services, 36,404.55; 
Chamberlain Oil Co., Inc, 
4,170.06; CLOQUET RIVERSIDE 
RECYCLING, INC, 6,480.50; 
COMPUTER INTEGRATION 
TECHNOLOGIES, 61,231.00; 
CROSS LAKE ASSOCIATION 
OF PINE COUNTY, 18,119.54; 
DIAMOND MOWERS INC, 
2,114.96; DOOLEYS PETROLEUM 
INC, 41,610.86; East Central 
Energy Of Braham, 11,636.79; 
East Central Reg Juvenile Center, 
35,560.00; East Central Solid 
Waste Comm, 2,937.75; Emergency 
Automotive Technologies, 
Inc, 41,414.62; ERICKSON 
ENGINEERING CO LLC, 2,452.50; 
FURTHER, 2,647.10; GUARDIAN, 
8,750.96; Heartland Girls Ranch	
2,353.50; Henricksen Psg, 
9,885.18; JENSEN BACKHOE 
LLC, 6,860.00; Knife River Corp, 
5,244.36; KRONOS SAASHR INC, 
2,610.94; Lighthouse Child & Family 
Services, LLC, 6,338.41; LITTLE 
FALLS MACHINE INC, 2,411.69; 
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INS CO 
INC, 3,833.98; MEDICAREBLUE 
RX, 5,747.20; MEND 
CORRECTIONAL CARE PLLC, 
27,856.71; MICHAEL K PEPIN LAW 
OFFICES, 3,825.00;  MINNESOTA 
ENERGY RESOURCES 
CORP,  12,893.79; Mn Counties 
Intergovernmental Trust,  2,500.00;  
Mn County Attorneys Assoc, 
4,397.00; Mn Life Insurance 
Company, 8,983.00; MN SHERIFFS 
ASSOCIATION, 3,571.00; Mora 
Psychological Services PLLC, 
2,025.00; MPJ ENTERPRISES LLC, 
19,850.00; Nexus-Gerard Family 
Healing LLC, 9,789.60; Nexus-
Kindred Family Healing, 5,862.00; 
Nexus-Mille Lacs Family Healing, 
20,551.50; Northwoods Children 
Home, 9,733.20; OFFICE OF 
MN.IT SERVICES, 5,124.08; OMG 
MIDWEST INC, 81,060.24; Pine Co 

Highway Department, 10,845.59; 
PINE RIVER SALES INC, 7,642.43; 
Prairie Lakes Youth Programs, 
9,800.84; PRECISION GRADE LLC, 
19,800.00; PREMIER OUTDOOR 
SERVICES OF MINNESOTA, 
8,500.00; Pro-West & Associates 
Inc, 2,001.42; Purchase Power, 
6,055.00; Regents Of The U Of 
Mn, 19,657.60; Reliance Systems, 
2,000.00; Rolling Hills Hospital LLC, 
14,400.00; S & R REINFORCING 
INC, 29,887.05; SCHNEIDER 
GEOSPATIAL LLC, 5,698.00; 
SEH INC, 5,897.71; Solid Oak 
Financial Services, LLC, 3,266.57; 
Summerland Excavating, Inc, 
3,360.00; SUMMIT FOOD SERVICE 
MANAGEMENT LLC, 33,351.83; 
TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL 
32, 56,262.00; Therapeutic 
Serv Ag Too Inc, 4,019.94; 
TPM FLOORING, 4,588.16; 
TRIMARK HOCKENBERGS, 
15,245.57; UNITEDHEALTH 
GROUP, 318,175.66; USDA 
RURAL HOUSING SERVICE, 	
38,072.32; Veolia Environmental 
Services, 34,270.91; Verizon 
Wireless, 10,725.62; VIKING 
AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER 
COMPANY, 7,150.00; WELIA 
HEALTH, 17,186.57; WILD RIVERS 
CONSERVANCY, 17,677.00; WSB 
AND ASSOCIATES, 12,457.17.

Approve the Application for 
Exempt Permit for Pheasants 
Forever, East Central Spurs 624 to 
conduct Minnesota lawful gambling 
on May 7, 2022 at Wings North, 
19379 Homestead Rd, Pine City, 
MN. Approve Resolution 2022-04 
extending the following special 
assessments Lawrence and 
Nancy Milligan, PID 06.0314.000, 
$16,500, Rachel Bedell and William 
Bretthorst, PID 31.0068.001, 
$19,800.Approve Commissioners’ 
Expense Claim Forms.

Approve acceptance of the 
following donations:  $1,000 
donation from the American Legion 
Post 361 to support the Pine 
County Veterans Van Program;  
$100 anonymous donation to 
support veterans outreach;  $100 
anonymous donation for the annual 
Pine County Sheriff’s Office toy 
drive. Approve the following 2022 
waste hauler licenses:  Cloquet 
Sanitary Service, Curt’s Rolloffs, 
STEMM Enterprizes DBA Holdt’s 
Disposal, Jones Construction 
Services, LePage & Sons Inc, 
Matt’s Sanitation, Mike’s Sanitation 
Inc, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, 
Nordstrom’s Sanitation, LLC, SKB 
Environmental Landfill, Inc, Talon 
Sanitation LLC, Tri-Township 
Disposal District, Vanderpoel 
Disposal, Veit Disposal Systems, 
Hartl Enterprises LLC DBA Ron’s 
Rolloffs.  Approve the following 
agreements: 

A. Joint Powers Agreement 
Between Pine County Sheriff 
and Attorney and the Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension Approve 
Resolution 2022-06 approving 
the Joint Powers Agreement 
between the Pine County Sheriff 
and Pine County Attorney with the 
State of Minnesota, Department 
of Public Safety, Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension for use 
of the State’s Criminal Justice 
Data Communications Network 
(CJDN).  The JPA will allow the 
BCA to provide access to the 
Minnesota Criminal Justice Data 
Communication Network.  This is a 
five-year renewal.

B. Byrne Justice Assistance 
Grant Renewal of the Evening 
Reporting Center grant.  Funding is 
available for the following periods:  
$175,970.95 from 10/2/21 – 9/30/22 
and $175,970.96 from 10/1/21 – 
9/30/23.C. Agreement with Kanabec 
County Family Services Between 
Pine County Health & Human 

Services and Kanabec County 
Family Services for the provision 
of psychiatric services at $128.64 
per hour. 

D. East Central Drug and Violent 
Offender Task Force Grant. Grant 
amount $350,000, effective January 
1, 2022 – December 31, 2023.

Approve the hiring of:  
A. Eligibility Worker Scarlet 

Oquist, effective January 24, 2022, 
Grade 6, Step 6, $24.88 per hour.

B. Social Worker Carla Rigato, 
effective February 22, 2022, Grade 
10, Step 2, $26.99 per hour, 
contingent upon completion of a 
successful background check.

C. Office Support Specialist Sara 
Drexl, effective January 31, 2022, 
Grade 2, Step 2, $16.92 per hour, 
contingent upon completion of a 
successful background check.

D. Assistant County Attorney 
Kelli Jasper, effective January 31, 
2022, non-union, FLSA exempt 
position, $97,500, contingent 
upon completion of a successful 
background check.

Approve Auditor-Treasurer Kelly 
Schroeder and Alison Hughes to 
attend the Secretary of State’s 2022 
County Auditor Election Training 
Conference.  Total cost: $1,134.62.  

Approve Social Worker Amber 
Andrews to attend the Minnesota 
Social Services Association 
Conference.  Total cost:  $255.  

Motion by Commissioner Ludwig 
to approve the naming of the new 
conference room at the courthouse 
the Steven Chaffee Conference 
Room.  Second by Commissioner 
Lovgren.  A Roll Call vote was 
called by Chair Hallan.  Motion 
carried 5-0.

Personnel Committee Report 
Commissioner Mohr provided an 

overview of the January 10, 2022 
Personnel Committee meeting. The 
Personnel Committee made the 
following recommendations:

A. Health & Human Services
i. Acknowledge the retirement of 

Eligibility Worker Judith Tengwall, 
effective March 31, 2022, and 
approve backfill of the position and 
subsequent vacancies that may 
occur due to internal promotion or 
lateral transfer.  

B. Administration i. Consider 
Resolution 2022-03 setting the 
2022 minimum annual salary for 
County Attorney at $80,000 and 
County Sheriff at $77,000 . Motion 
by Commissioner Mohr to approve 
the recommendations of the 
Personnel Committee. Second by 
Commissioner Ludwig. A Roll Call 
vote was called by Chair Hallan.  
Motion carried 5-0. Motion by 
Commissioner Ludwig to appoint 
Ruth Carlson, representing District 
5, to the Extension Committee 
for the term January 1, 2022 to 
December 31, 2024.  Second by 
Commissioner Lovgren.  A Roll Call 
vote was called by Chair Hallan. 
Motion carried 5-0. With no further 
business, Chair Hallan adjourned 
the meeting at 12:04 p.m. The next 
regular meeting of the county board 
is scheduled for Tuesday, February 
1, 2022 at 10:00 a.m., Pine County 
Courthouse, 635 Northridge Drive 
NW, Pine City, Minnesota.

Stephen M. Hallan, Chair
Board of Commissioners	
David J. Minke, Administrator
Clerk to County Board of  

Commissioners
Joshua Mohr, Vice Chair	
The full text of the board’s 

Minutes are available at the 
County Administrator’s Office 
and the county’s website (www.
co.pine.mn.us).  Copies may 
also be requested from the 
administrator’s office.
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FROM PAGE 1

vision for her school 
board service. Gen-
ny responded quickly 
articulating her desire 
to understand and be an 
educated voice for our 
community. She hopes 
for a return childhood 
normalcy, particularly 
seeking how we can 
arrive at health and 
wellbeing. 

SWENSON: EC’s 
newest school 
board member 
hopes for return to 
normalcy
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happen without the support 
of the great volunteers.  

Helping with the event 
were: Rod Williamson, Pine 
County Jail Administrator; 
Larry Pogones, Correc-
tional Officer; Jim Reiser, 
Correctional Officer; Jami 
Tuve, Probation Officer; 
Jake Anderson, FCI-Sand-
stone; Gregg Campbell, 
Evening Reporting Center 
Director; Sherry Carlson, 
Evening Reporting Center 
Youth Counselor; Rober-
ta Dunkley, Community 
Cultural Coach; and Chris 
Dagel, Community Mem-
ber.  

Before the event, volun-
teers baked cookies, donat-
ed beverages, fishing poles, 
and picked up the food for 
the event. They included 
Judge Krista Martin, Al-
exandra Hammett, Abigail 
Rossi, Amber Andrews, 
Justine Ward, Christopher 
Stolan, and Sherry John-
son. A&W in Pine City pro-
vided $5 gift certificates for 
the youth and Adrenaline 
Archery & Bait of Pine City 
provided all of the bait.   

Glass said, “They are 
looking forward to the 
Third Annual Pine County 
Collaborative Youth Sum-
mer Fishing Event that will 
be held in August.”

ICE: Volunteers help make 
inaugural event a success

FROM PAGE 1

doing puzzles, having coffee and 
visiting in the community room. 
Paul says they have all had a part 
in making the quilt. “They are a 
big help to me and a great group of 
people,” said Paul. They help him 
by laying the quilt out, threading 
the needle or even finding the 
needle if it falls. 

Paul wanted to make sure that 
everyone knows how thankful he 
is for the wonderful staff at Sereni-
ty Court and the beautiful building 
they live in…”we think the world 
of the crew here,” he said.

“We have the Lord to guide us 
through all of this,” Paul said. “we 
would appreciate it if everyone 
would keep all of us here in their 
prayers.”

QUILT: Ward thankful for new friends, home and staff

320-838-3151
askov-american.com

The power to help change a 
commnity is in your hands.
Your support allows the paper to 

inform more local residents in a single 
week than any other medium.



Excavation
 

Roberts
Excavating LLC

(320) 838-3464

Ronny Roberts

*Basements *Driveways *Roads 
*General Excavation *Site Prep *Trucking 

*Hauling *Fill *Sand *Gravel *Grading *Snowplowing 
*Demolition *Wildlife Ponds * Brush Cutting

• LICENSED 
• BONDED • INSURED

Specializing In Designing & Installing 
Septic Systems

Your Business

YOUR BUSINESS will 
be seen! 

Call (320) 838-3151 
to advertise in the Business Directory.

The Askov American is the most read weekly in northern Pine County!

 

SANDSTONE
DENTAL OFFICE LTD.

501 N. Commercial Ave.
Sandstone

(320) 245-2208

Dr. Michael M. Bennett, DDS 

Mandy Fornengo, RDH

Dawn Wright, LDA, CDA

Dental Care

• Walk-in 
sales 

welcome

• Save 
when 

you buy 
six or 
more

Askov • (320) 838-3400

Pizza
 

 

Dr. Kyle Hams
110 E. Main Street

Hinckley
(320) 384-6790 

or 384-6836

HINCKLEY
CHIROPRACTIC

CENTER

Chiropractic Care
 

Northern Pine
Chiropractic Center

Dr. Chris A. Ketchmark, BS, DC
301 N. Commercial Ave.
Sandstone, MN 55072

Phone: (320) 245-2499
Fax: (320) 245-2539

Caring Chiropractic for 
Children and Adults

Chiropractic Care
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
#EA713779

DRILLING ELECTRIC, LLC

(320) 245-2119

Luke Drilling
P.O. Box 396

Sandstone, MN 55072

Electric

INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • RURAL

 

Matt’s
Sanitation

(320) 384-7137

Call today for prompt, 
courteous service.

Residential • Commercial
Containers Available

Garbage Services

 

Daryl Klocke
Construction, Inc.

Askov
(320) 838-3682

Contractor’s ID No. 20216126. 

Custom homes, agricultural 
buildings, commercial, 

all aspects of construction. 
New or remodeling. Insured.

Construction

Prearrangements
320-245-2376

www.methvenfuneralhome.com

Prearrangements
320-245-2376

www.methvenfuneralhome.com

Difficult Decisions 
Made Easier

Top ad: Pine County Courier - 
13 @$7 per week =$91  
(no changes)

Bottom ad: Askov American - 
$10.50 per week billed monthly

Funeral & Cremation Services

Difficult Decisions 
Made Easier

Funeral & Cremation Services

Funeral Services

Pine and Kanabec Counties
24 Hour Emergency Service

Phone: 800-630-9659

D & E
Heating
Air Conditioning Pine and Kanabec Counties

24 Hour Emergency Service
Phone: 800-630-9659

D & E
Heating
Air Conditioning

Heating & Cooling

Publishing

THURSDAY,  MONTH XX, 2020
VOL. 106   NO. XX       $1.00AmericAn

A S KOV

TEASER HERE: XXX. PX

(320) 838-3151

Contact the 
Askov American 

to bring your 
message to 

2,000 homes 
every week!

•  CALL A SPECIALIST  •  CALL A SPECIALIST   •  CALL A SPECIALIST   •  CALL A SPECIALIST   •CALL A SPECIALIST   • 
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SERVICES

SERVICES

Rasmusson 
Cleaning LLC 
Commercial, 
Residential, Cabin 
and AirBnb cleaning
service. Call us at 
218-451-1547 or visit
our website, www.
rasmussoncleaning.
com for a free 
estimate.

ROOFING, SIDING,
Pole building, Steel 
and trim. Pricing direct
From Amish factory.
21 Colors Up to 
40’ length. Leave 
message, calls 
returned promptly 
320-515-1223

Ready-Mixed Concrete 
Driver & Dump Truck Driver

Hopkins Sand and Gravel is accepting 
applications for a Ready-Mixed Concrete 

Driver and a Dump Truck Driver. 
Applicant must have customer service

skills, be dependable, and have a positive 
attitude. Applicant must possess a Class B 
license with current medical card and pass 

pre-employment drug test.
We off er a competitive wage, 40l(k), health 

and dental insurance. 
Interested candidates can apply at 

our Beroun offi  ce or online at 
www.hopkinsgravel.com.

24865 Hwy 61, 
Pine City, MN 55063

320-629-2522

Hopkins Sand and Gravel Inc.

NorthStar Media is seeking a motivated person to fi ll an open position as 
In-House Sales Person.  Monday - Friday, 40-hour work weeks.  Duties 

include sales for all of the classifi ed pages and maintaining church 
directories for the following papers:  Pine City Pioneer, Hinckley News, 
Askov American, Pine County Courier, Moose Lake Star Gazette and The 

Evergreen Shopper.  Additionally, you will assist the front offi  ce staff  with 
various daily operations tasks.  You must be able to multi task using multi-
ple software programs, communicate via email and phone and in person, 

and have strong organizational skills.  
If interested, please contact Jeff  Andres, Publisher. 

651-407-1258 or Jeff  @northstarmedia.net

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

In-House In-House 
Sales PersonSales Person

The Hinckley News is looking for a Full Time 
Writer or Contract Writer (per story) to cover 
Sandstone, Askov and Hinckley areas.

Call Jen @ 320-384-6188 or Email 
editor@hinckleynews.com for more 
information.

115 E. Main St., Hinckley, MN 

320-384-6188

Writers
WANTED!

Writers

We have a full ti me editorial assistant positi on open in 
our Pine City offi  ce. This person will work with the Pine 
City Pioneer editor to produce, design and write stories 
to be used in the Pioneer weekly newspaper. They will 
also format legal noti ces, obituaries and other news. 

Must be very detail oriented and good with computers. 

Profi ciency in InDesign and Photoshop is desired.
Please send resume to Jeff  Andres, Group Publisher, 

930 Cleveland St S, Cambridge, MN 55008 or 
email jeff @northstarmedia.net.

Editorial 
Assistant
Position 

                                     Week of February 13, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 210+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
SERVICE AND 

INSTALLATION TECHNICIAN 
Grow with the leading inclined eleva-
tor manufacturer. Manage and perform 
inclined elevator inspections and ser-
vice. Knowledge of general mechan-
ics and low-voltage electrical systems 
required. Extensive travel. Full-time. 
Marine Innovations 888/334-4666
i n f o @ m a r i n e i n n o v a t i o n s . c o m

THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE (MDA) 

is hiring temp Forest Pest Surveyors 
(Agric Technicians) for the 2022 Gypsy 
Moth (Lymantria dispar) Trapping Sur-
vey. View job post (Job I.D. 52276) 
& apply online through March 1st at: 
https://mn.gov/mmb/careers. MDA 
is an equal opportunity employer & 
provider. Questions: 651/201-6692 
or natasha.northrop@state.mn.us

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$ for old refrigerants: 
R11, R12, R113 & more! Certi-
 ed Professionals. Call 312/586-9371
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com 
Te pagamos por tu refrigerante! 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free tow, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. 
$0 down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT 
of managing medications. Hero sorts 
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion re ll and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489
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With top physicians, world-class technology,  
and prompt access to personalized care, Essentia Health  

helps people realize their best health right here.

SCREENINGS:
$15 for a Full lipid panel & Glucose test 

February 15, 16, 22, 23 
7:30-9:00am

Essentia Health–Moose Lake, 4572 Cty Rd 61

February 23, 24, 25 
7:30-9:00am

Essentia Health–Sandstone, 705 Lundorff Dr 

No appointment needed. Just stop in during one of our scheduled 
screening times! Do not eat for at least eight hours prior to testing. 

Medications may be taken before testing. Take medications with 
water only. Register at the registration desk.

This is where you belong.

HEART CARE

Make Your Gift Today

March
FOODSHARE
February 28 - April 10, 2022

Host a
Virtual Drive

Set up a virtual drive to collect
monetary donations towards
food purchases. We'll show

you how at
FamilyPathways.org.

Make a
financial gift

by donating today at
FamilyPathways.org

Collect much needed
items for local food
shelves. Register at
FamilyPathways.org

Host a Food
and Fund Drive

FamilyPathways.org

FROM PAGE 4

When news that President 
Ronald Reagan was elected 
came, we were ecstatic. We 
believed that he was going to 
be a tough president against 
the communists with his 
outspoken viewpoints, shifting 
the focus to those of us being 
oppressed under the yoke of 
communism – and he did not 
disappoint. It was like a breath 

of fresh air.
Indeed, my family was able to 

leave Vietnam shortly into his 
first term.

Just a few years later in 
early 1989, while stationed at 
Camp Pendleton, California, 
I watched President Reagan’s 
farewell speech about the 
“shining city on the hill” and 
how it was a beacon of light to 
the rest of the world wherever 
oppression existed. I was so 

proud to be in uniform as a 
United States Marine that day 
because I knew exactly what he 
meant. I vowed right then that 
I wouldn’t be an “import” any 
longer; I wanted to be a part of 
this.

You see, President Reagan 
wasn’t talking about our 
economic strength or military 
prowess on the world stage. 
He was talking about you – the 
average American who loves 

individual freedom above all 
else and would, in the words of 
J.F.K. “Bear any burden and 
pay any price” to preserve it.

We don’t think about the 
meaning of words like “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness” because they are 
embedded in American DNA, 
but to someone who has earned 
his freedom like I did as an 
immigrant, these words are 
powerful.  

I was sworn in as a U.S. 
citizen on a fine spring day in 
1991, and it was one of proudest 
moments of my life to become 
an American.

BARRY BURCH is a Marine veteran and retired 
U.S. air marshal living in Pine County.

BURCH: Proud to be an American

FROM PAGE 4

trailer.  Then you can use this truck 
and trailer to take your Class A driving 
test and legally be able to drive a semi 
truck with a 53 foot trailer and 80,000 

pound weight with virtually no experi-
ence. 

Which method do you think is better 
and safer?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED

It Pays to advertise in the Askov American!
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