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Local hospitals flex to meet COVID-19 demands
BY JAMIE LUND

NEWS@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

COVID-19 cases spiked in 
November and have been 
steadily declining, according 
to the Minnesota Department 
of Health (MDH).

Mike Youso, administrator 
at Essentia-Health Moose Lake 
and Essentia-Health Sand-
stone said he noticed the trend 
at both hospitals. 

He said he is glad that the 
Moose Lake Hospital part-
nered with Essentia last 
August because being a part 
of the larger facility offers 
more access to resources then 
the hospital had prior to the 
partnership. 

“We did have a surge. We 
were at capacity off and on for 
about three to four weeks,” 
Youso said.

Youso said both hospitals 
were at peak capacity 75% of 
the time. He said about 30% of 
the patients were COVID-19 
positive. 

He explained there has been 
a shortage of medical staff long 

before the pandemic hit.
“We have been short staffed, 

that’s not new,” Youso said. 
“COVID-19 has magnified the 
shortage.”

He said the Emergency Med-
ical Technicians (EMT) were 
the most stressed of the staff.

“They have done a phenome-
nal job,” Youso said.

Even though the hospitals 
were at capacity, it may not 
mean all of the beds were full. 

“We need to have enough 
staff to manage the beds,” 
Youso explained.

The Sandstone location has 
nine beds and Moose Lake has 
25. 

While there was a COVID-19 
surge, Youso said it was sim-
ilar to the influenza peak at 
both hospitals every winter. 
The difference is the severity 
of the symptoms seen with 
COVID-19.

“The common flu can be 
deadly,” Youso said. 

According to the MDH, there 
were 4,022 people confirmed 
positive for influenza hospital-
ized in Minnesota from Sept. 

29, 2019 to May 16, 2020. There 
were 197 influenza deaths and 
three deaths in children under 
18 years old.

As of Jan. 11, 2020 there 
have been 22,541 confirmed 
COVID-19 positive cases hospi-
talized in Minnesota and 5,779 

deaths, according to MDH. 
Closer to home, Pine County 

More grants help Pine County 
businesses, non-profits stay afloat

BY MIKE GAINOR
NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

Pine County businesses 
and non-profits impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
shutdowns can apply for a 
new round of grants from the 
State of Minnesota  ranging 
from $10,000-$30,000.

“These grants are targeted 
at those businesses which 
have experienced the great-
est loss of revenue due to the 
pandemic and the emergency 
executive orders,” said Pine 
County Administrator David 
Minke. 

Pine County now has 
$568,498.97 in state funds to 
distribute from now until 
Feb. 6, funds that can be 
used to help with expenses 
incurred by these businesses 
and non-profits during the 
pandemic.

The Minnesota Legisla-
ture approved the funds 
during the seventh special 
session in December as part 
of $114,800,000 allocated to 
counties for the relief effort. 

“We are so proud of our 
small business owners and 
how they have worked hard 
to get through these rough 
times,” said Pine County 
Board Chair Steve Hallan. 

“We hope this next round 
of grants will help them get 
re-established so they can 
continue to be a vital part of 
our local economy.”

ELIGIBILITY AND ELIGIBLE EXPENSES
Pine County describes the 

guidelines for the programs 
as following. Eligible busi-
nesses are: 

• Business or non-profit 
with a physical presence in 
Pine County

• Generated at least $10,000 
of revenue in 2019 or 2020

• Documented financial 
hardship

Eligible expenses:
• Mortgage or rental pay-

ments
• Communication or en-

forcement of public health 
orders such as signage and 
markings for social distanc-
ing measures.

• Utility Payments – elec-
tric, gas, sewer, water, trash 
removal

• Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for employ-
ees or customer use, includ-
ing sanitizing products, 
masks, face shields, gloves, 
etc.

• Vehicle and equipment 
lease or rental payments 
for items rented that were 

unable to be used due to busi-
ness interruption

• Costs of perishable in-
ventory disposal (those that 
have a limited shelf life) due 
to impacts from Emergency 
Executive Orders

• Property/casualty and 
liability insurance

• Salaries/wages paid to 
employees

• Property Taxes
Minke said  priority will 

be given to businesses which 
experienced a 25% or greater 
reduction in gross business 
revenue. Second priority will 
be given to those businesses 
with less than a 25% reduc-
tion. Businesses which did 
not have a reduction in gross 
revenue but were impacted 
by the pandemic will be low-
est priority.

Maximum grant amounts 
will be based on the number 
of employees and range from 
$10,000 if no employees to 
$30,000 if 101 or more employ-
ees.

The application period will 
run until noon on Feb.  5. The 
complete requirements and 
the application are available 
on Pine County’s web page at 
www.co.pine.mn.us/news_

Winter trout season 
opens on Grindstone

JENNIFER YOCUM-STANS
EDITOR@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

This past weekend was the 
winter opener for trout in 
Minnesota which meant a 
busy weekend for Grindstone 
Lake. Driving by the south 
end of the lake on Sunday one 
could see vehicles lined up and 
down Grindstone Lake Road 
as anglers used the beach area 
to access their favorite spots. 
According to Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) Conservation Officer 
Bret Grundmeier, people come 
from all over to fish Grind-
stone on trout opener. 

DNR Area Fisheries Super-
visor, Leslie George, stressed 

extreme caution on the ice 
every year, but more so this 
year. “No ice is ever ‘safe’, 
there can always be ice heaves, 
cracks, places where the snow 
has insulated the ice. The 
snow we got a couple weeks 
ago has insulated the ice and 
slows down the production of 
more ice.” Many area lakes, 
she said, have roughly 10 plush 
inches of ice, with the excep-
tion of Grindstone Lake which 
freezes later than other lakes 
in the area due to the depth. 
The thickness of the ice is not 
safe to drive a vehicle on, said 
George. “We are seeing a fair 
amount of snowmobiles and 

JENNIFER YOCUM-STANS | COURIER

Fish houses dotted Grindstone Lake this past weekend during the winter 
Trout opener.

SAMANTHA YOCUM | ASKOV AMERICAN

Essentia Hospital in Sandstone reports COVID-19 numbers are declining.

SEE HOSPITALS PAGE 2 

SEE GRANTS PAGE 4 

SEE FISHING PAGE 2 
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had 2,479 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 
13 deaths. Carlton County had 2,385 cases 
and 41 deaths. 

Youso said he hopes that the pandemic 
will fade away when people get the vaccine 
in coming months. 

He said the staff that interacts with pa-
tients such as doctors and nurses are at the 
top tier for vaccines. Staff at both hospitals 
have received their first dose of the vaccine, 
although about 30% of the hospital staff 
declined to take the vaccine. Those that did 
receive the vaccine did not have significant 
reactions, according to Youso.  The second 
dose will be administered in the next few 
weeks at both hospitals.

“Hopefully the peak is behind us,” Youso 
said. “I’m cautiously optimistic.”

WELIA HEALTH
“Welia Health, like other hospitals, is 

experiencing a fluctuating patient count,” 
said Kimbery Tepley, marketing director, 
in an email. She explained that according to 
the Minnesota Hospital Association, Min-
nesota hospitals and health systems operate 
efficiently with little unused capacity, even 
during “normal” times. She said the con-
cern is the limited number of intensive care 
unit (ICU) beds that are available along with 
enough staff to care for the patients. 

Welia Health is a critical access hospital 
for patients who need immediate attention, 
for example, in the event of a stroke or heart 
attack.

Tepley said Welia and other hospitals work 
together to monitor hospital and ICU capaci-

ty across the state.
She said they reached higher in-patient 

days than normal during the COVID-19 
peak in November. 

Pine Technical Community donated extra 
beds to Welia Health. They were set up in 
the old inpatient wing in preparation of a 
large surge.

The beds have been returned, but are 
available if there is a future need, said 
Tepley.

Many other changes were implemented at 
the hospital due to the constant change in 
rules and understanding of the virus over 
time.

One change was the improvement to the 
heating venting and air conditioning system 
in the recovery rooms of COVID-19 positive 
patients, according to Tepley. There was also 
a purchase of a new commercial washer and 
dryer to keep up with the laundry and a new 
disinfection device that uses ultraviolet light 
technology for high-touch surfaces in the 
hospital and clinic.

Nurses and other staff received extra 
training to learn about the new virus and 
how to meet the needs of the patients, said 
Heather Sanftner, a Registered Nurse and 
Nurse Manager for inpatient care.

“There was a lot of training about the 
virus, such as what strategies to use from 
a medical standpoint,” Sanftner said. “It’s 
all hands on deck.” There was training for 
repositioning a COVID-19 positive patient, 
medicine delivery, oxygen delivery and 
more. She said it was a huge team effort.

Another change at Welia was cross 
training staff members when possible, said 
Tepley.

For example, nursing staff began taking 
blood draws for lab staff in order to reduce 
the number of people entering a COVID-19 
positive patients room.

Sanftner said she noticed COVID-19 pa-
tients tend to require a longer hospital stay 
then influenza patients. 

“They can get sick very fast,” Sanftner 
said. “They can be doing well, then they are 
not doing well. It can happen very quick-
ly.” She said the staff has learned how to 
tell when patients are taking a turn for the 
worse and they respond quickly.

She said the one word that sums up work-
ing with the COVID-19 virus is unpredict-
able.

Many other hospital services were modi-
fied to meet COVID-19 regulations set by the 
Minnesota Department of Health such as 
staggering appointment times, limiting the 
number of clients and asking staff to work 
from home a few days a week if possible as 
well as social distancing and personal pro-
tective equipment. 

Saftner said staff worked hard to keep pa-
tients in communication with their families. 
Visitors are not allowed in hospitals during 
the pandemic and that has been difficult for 
many patients.

The staff has done a great job trying to 
connect families when they cannot have 
visitors,” Saftner said. She added staff has 
learned how to use Facetime and virtual vis-
its to help patients talk to their loved ones. 

“Hospitals are meant to flex up and down 
to meet urgent needs,” said Tepley.
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ATV use in the area, with some people still walking 
out.”

TROUT OPENER
In an email interview, CO Grundmeier said on 

Saturday’s trout opener on Grindstone Lake he found 
people from all over the state. It was a slow bite for 
most anglers and they struggled to get the fish to get 
their limit. 

Grundmeier reported very poor ice conditions on 
Grindstone, “Ice was anywhere from four inches 
to eight inches thick and there was a lot of slush 
and water on top of the ice,” said Grundmeier. This 
caused problems for those anglers fishing out of pop 
up shelters as they had to deal with standing water 
inside their shacks. The snow and slush also caused 
some problems with ATVs getting stuck. “Thankful-
ly everyone seemed to be checking the ice often and 
staying away from dangerous, thin ice spots,” he said.

Littering violations have been a huge problem in 
past years, said Grundmeier, so he spent much of his 
time keeping an eye out for those. “A few people were 
talked to about cleaning up their area but overall 
everyone was very compliant.  Those that did need a 
reminder were more than willing to clean up in lieu of 
a citation,” he said.

LESLIE GEORGE | SUBMITTED

Rainbow Trout caught on Grindstone Lake this weekend 
using a spoon lure.

SUBMITTED

Barrett Peterson shows off his catch from Grindstone this 
weekend.

FISHING: Poor ice conditions for winter trout opener

HOSPITALS: Caring for patients through a pandemic

Residents leave unclaimed money to the state
BY JAMIE LUND

NEWS@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

Many Pine County residents 
have not claimed their proper-
ty tax refunds.

According to Pine County 
Assessor Lorri Houtsma, 
the  Minnesota Department 
of Revenue states that 67% of 
eligible homeowners claimed 
their 2018 property tax refunds 
in 2019. The refunds totaled 
$1,724,000 and the average 
refund was $725.

That leaves 33% of eligible 
homeowners who did not 
apply. They left an estimated 
$860,000 in refunds with the 
state. Homeowners can still 

file for their refund for the last 
two years.

Houtsma said homeowners 
can look at the back of their 
most recent property tax state-
ment to see the income based 
threshold for each year. She 
said the state has expanded 
the rules for refunds, allowing 
more residents to apply.

For example, on the back of 
the 2019 property tax state-
ment it states that if a home-
owners taxes exceed certain 
income based thresholds and 
the total household income is 
less than $113,150 the home-
owner may qualify for a 
refund.

When homeowners ask 
why their property tax has 
increased, Houtsma explains 
how the values and classifica-
tion process works and helps 
them look for other options 
that might help them.

“They may not get the 
answer they want but they get 
the information they need,” 
Houtsma said.

There is also a special prop-
erty tax refund for homeown-
ers whose property taxes in-
creased by 12% or more and at 
least $100 from 2018-2019. The 
increase must be due to taxes 
only and not improvements to 
the property. 

Qualifying senior citizens 
who need help paying property 
taxes can file for a property 
tax deferral. The homeowner 
must be 65 or older, have a 
household income of $60,000 or 
less and lived in the home for 
the last 15 years. Homeowners 
should be aware that a tax lien 
will be placed on the property 
until the deferred taxes are 
repaid, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Revenue 
website.

There is also a homestead 
exclusion for veterans with a 
disability. A surviving spouse 
of a qualifying veteran can 
also take advantage of the 

exclusion. Veterans with 70% 
or greater service connected 
disability may qualify for an 
exclusion of property taxes of 
up to $150,000 of market value.

The forms and more infor-
mation can be found on the 
MDR website at www.revenue.
state.mn.us/property-tax-re-
fund or call 1-651-296-3781.

Call the Pine County asses-
sor’s office Monday - Friday, 8 
a.m. - 4:30p.m.   at 320-591-1632 
for questions about property 
value and/or classifications.
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OLD-FASHIONED CHICKEN AND DUMPLINGS

• 4 c. cooked chicken, cubed 
• 6 c. chicken broth 
• 1-1/2 tsp. dry parsley flakes 
• 1 c. onions, chopped 
• 1 c. celery, chopped 
• 6 c. diced potatoes 
• 1 c. carrots 
• 1 c. peas, optional 

DUMPLINGS 
• 2 c. flour 
• 1 tsp. salt 
• 4 tsp. baking powder 
• 1 egg, beaten 
• 2 Tbsp. olive oil 
• 2/3 c. milk 

Combine all soup ingredients, except 
peas in slow cooker. Cover. Cook on Low 
4-6 hours. Transfer to a large soup kettle 
with lid. Add peas, if desired. Bring to a 
boil. Reduce to simmer. Make dumplings: 
combine flour, salt and baking powder in 
large bowl. In separate bowl, combine egg, 
olive oil, and milk until smooth. Add to 
flour mixture. Drop by large tablespoons-
fuls on top of simmering broth until the 
dumplings cover the surface of the soup. 
Cover. Simmer without lifting lid for 18 
minutes. Serves 8. 

Recipes for 

Food N’ Friends

Mary Ellen 
Dewey

IF YOU have a 
favorite recipe you 
would like to share, 
send it to Mary 
Ellen at recipe@
pinecountycourier.
com. ENJOY!!

PORK ROAST WITH POTATOES IN SLOW COOKER

• 2-1/2 to 3 lb. boneless pork loin roast 
• 1 large garlic clove, slivered 
• 5-6 potatoes, cubed (or sweet pota-

toes) 
• 1 onion, sliced 
• 3/4 c. beef broth, tomato juice or 

water 
• 1-1/2 Tbsp. soy sauce 
• 1 Tbsp. cornstarch 
• 1 Tbsp. cold water 

Make slits in the roast and insert slivers 
of garlic. Put under broiler to brown. Put 
potatoes in slow cooker. Add half of onions. 
Place roast on onions and potatoes. Cover 
with remaining onions. Combine broth 
and soy sauce. Pour over roast. Cover. 
Cook on Low 8 hours. Remove roast and 
vegetables from liquid. Combine corn-
starch and water. Add liquid in slow cook-
er. Turn to High until thickened. Serve 
over sliced meat and vegetables. Serves 6-8. 

January is Slow Cooker Month
BEEF STROGANOFF IN THE SLOW COOKER

• 3 to 4 lbs. chuck roast, cut in 
2-inch cubes

• 1 can (10.75 oz.) cream of mush-
room soup

• 1 can (10.75 oz.) cream of celery 
soup

• 1 can (10.75 oz.) cream of chicken 
soup

• 1 c. dry red wine or beef broth
• 1 packet (1 oz.) dry onion soup mix
• 2 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
• Noodles, cooked according to 

directions
• Sour Cream (optional)
• 8 oz. whole button mushrooms 

(optional)

Mix all ingredients together. Cook on low 
in slow cooker for 8 hours or until beef is 
fall apart tender.  (Or bake covered in a 
large casserole in a preheated 300 degrees 
oven for 3 to 4 hours until beef is tender. 
Serve over warm noodles or mashed po-
tatoes. Can also add 8 oz. sliced or whole 
button mushrooms the last half hour of 
baking or serve with sautéed mushrooms. 
Delicious over buttered egg noodles. 
Great with a dollop of sour cream and 
chopped parsley on top.

Dog cone: A new 
experience

Greetings,
One of our dogs needed an ear surgery a little 

over two weeks ago. It wasn’t a bad injury, it was 
a sudden appearance of a swol-
len ear flap. A couple days later 
it was a very inflated ear-flap. 
So he had the surgery to drain 
the swelling and he came home 
wearing a cone. I bring this up 
because I never had a dog wear 
a cone before. I’m probably 
the last person on earth to get 
familiar with this plastic device 
that fits around the dog’s neck, 
attached to their collar. It allows 
them to eat and drink, and you 
can put medication on an ear, 
and it protects a head, neck or 
ear injury from being scratched 
by them. I can vouch for its 

effectiveness.
It was only the first day when Brewster 

was home from surgery that he acted sad and 
moaned a bit. I felt bad for him, but my sympa-
thy didn’t last long. After that first day of heavy 
sedation wore off Brewster declared war on the 
cone. And frankly, until you experience it-you 
just can’t imagine his determination to rip that 
cone off.

It is amazing how many times that dog can 
slam that cone against the back of someone’s 
legs without him being bothered. I’m sure it’s 
his way of telling us he wants that contraption 
off, but the more he slams it-the more we know 
we can’t take it off just yet. So, we have all been 
trained now to steer clear of his wide berth. I am 
just not sure that the door frames, lightweight 
furniture, other dogs, and the back of people legs 
will survive.

COVID-19 still is taking lives. Soon vacci-
nations will be available, meantime continue 
to protect yourself, your loved ones, and your 
community with masks, sanitizing hands and 
areas you and others touch in your home as well 
as social distancing. I always appreciate hearing 
from readers. If you have news please feel free 
to drop us a line, or call in your news to Maxine, 
612/590-6907, or email mnmaxgram@yahoo.
com.

Finlayson 
News
Maxine

 Meyer

CASSIE GAEDE
CGAEDE@EASTCENTRAL.K12.MN.US

East Central School is pleased to announce its annual 
Hall Of Fame Induction Ceremony will tentatively be 
held on Sunday, May 16. This is the opportunity for peo-
ple to nominate former graduates of our school and our 
school’s heritage schools. This list would include Bru-
no, Askov, Sandstone, and East Central. We are seeking 
nominations of individuals who have contributed to our 
world in a significant way.

The Mission Statement reads:
It is our goal to recognize Sandstone, Askov, East Cen-

tral students that have distinguished themselves by their 
contributions in their field of work/study, to their individ-
ual communities, and to society as a whole. By providing 
these positive role models to our current students, they 
will understand the positive impact ECHS has made on 
individuals from our community in the past. This in-
spiration will provide hope and relevance to our current 
students in their area of studies as well as extra-curricu-
lar opportunities.

The Hall Of Fame program is under the direction of 
the National Honor Society at East Central. The NHS 
recognizes students of excellence, academically, and 
philanthropically. The Hall of Fame serves to recognize 
these strengths and accomplishments in past gradu-
ates.

A committee of area volunteers and EC personnel 
will review all nominations and then select submis-
sions for the Hall of Fame Induction. We are seeking 
nominations for individuals who have excelled in their 
professional life. We also are seeking individuals who 
have been generous in their giving and volunteering. 
There are many who have served their country in the 
military achieving great recognition as well. These 
individuals may be awarded this honor posthumously 
as well. 

We encourage all to consider submitting a nomi-
nation for someone you know who has been a good 
example in life. Nominees must be the alumni of East 
Central or the former districts it currently encom-
passes. Nomination forms and mission statements 
are available at the East Central High School Office or 
downloaded at https://www.eastcentral.k12.mn.us/dis-
trict/hall_of_fame. Nomination forms may be turned 
in to the East Central High School Office or mailed to 
East Central Schools-Hall of Fame, 61085 State Hwy 23, 
Finlayson, MN 55735. Nominations must be received 
by February 28, 2021 to be considered for this year’s 
induction. 

Applications sought 
for EC Hall of Fame

SUBSCRIBE & $AVE

 
$34 in Pine County 

$40 Elsewhere
Subscriptions rates for one year

Seniors age 60 and over receive a $2 discount
Foreign rates on request. No refunds.

Name: __________________________________________

Address: _________________________________

City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: 

Check         Credit Card         Expiration Date_____________ 

Credit Card Number: ________________________________

Current Subscriber            New Subscriber              Gift

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER

SEND THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT 
TO:

Pine County Courier
P.O. BOX 230

Sandstone, MN  55072

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
(320) 235-2368

E-MAIL:
CIRCULATION@

PINECOUNTYCOURIER.COM

THURSDAY,  MONTH XX, 2020
VOL. 123   NO. 49       $1.00COURIERP I N E  CO U N T Y

TEASER HERE: XXX. PX | TEASER HERE: XXX. PX | TEASER HERE: XXX. PX



STAFF:
Jeff Andres, Publisher
Jeff@northstarmedia.net
763-689-1181
Jennifer Yocum-Stans, Editor
Jamie Lund, Editorial Asst.
Sierra Kingen, Office
Lisa Johnson, Circulation Manager
Mary Ellen Dewey, Manager
Meliza Hernandez, 
 Advertising Specialist
Lori Schmolke, Classified Specialist

The Pine County Courier is published 
every Thursday in Sandstone, MN 55072

Periodicals postage paid at Sandstone, 
MN 55072 (USPS No. 433180)

POSTMASTER: If undeliverable as 
addressed, notify on Form 3579. The 
Pine County Courier, P.O. Box 230, 
Sandstone, MN 55072

The Pine County Courier is a publication 
of Northstar Media Inc.
Copyright ©2021 Northstar Media, Inc.

SUBSCRIBE:
In Pine, Kanabec, Aitkin counties: $34 per year.
Outside above counties: $40 per year.
$38 snow bird rate
$2 discount for those 60 years and older

All subscriptions payable in advance. This is a postal regulation. 

CONTACT US:
Phone: 320-245-2368
Fax: 320-245-2438
Email: courier@pinenet.com
Website: www.PineCountyCourier.com
Address: 414 Main, P.O. Box 230, Sandstone, MN 55072-0230

Courier
P I N E  CO U N T Y

The voice of Pine 
County since 1894

OPINION
4 PINE COUNTY COURIER www.PineCountyCourier.com JANUARY 21, 2021

LETTER TO THE EDITOR GUIDELINES

The Pine County Courier encourages 
readers to share their viewpoints of 
community issues by writing Letters to the 
Editor. Publishing decisions are made on 
questions of free speech, good taste, public 
interest and public sensitivity.

The Courier reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy, clarity, libel, and civility and 
reserves the right not to publish a letter. 
Personal complaints or attacks, plagiarized 
material, religious treatises or submissions 
from organized letter-writing campaigns 
will not be published. 

GUIDELINES FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS
• Letters must be submitted by 3 p.m. 

Mondays to courier@pinenet.com or via 
mail to 414 Main P.O. Box 230, Sand-
stone, MN 55072

• Letters to the editor must be 400 words 
or less.

• Each letter writer may have one letter 
published every 30 days, or four print 
cycles (exceptions made for rebuttals). 

• Anonymous letters will not be pub-
lished. Letter signatures must include 
the writer’s first and last name, com-

munity of residence and phone number. 
Phone numbers will not be published.

• Only letters originating from writers who 
live, work or have some other relevance 
to the Courier circulation area will be 
published. 

• An identification line may be added to 
the writer’s letter identifying his or her 
occupation or title as it applies to the 
topic of the letter.

• Special rules apply during election 
season. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A few thoughts
To the Editor: 

Happy New Year
I was looking at things seen and 

written in the past and thought I 
would share a few thoughts. I read 
letters about what the greatest 
president ever has done. Let me 
recap. Fifteen days straight of 
playing golf. Doing nothing for 
the pandemic. Yesterday 4,000 
Americans died. Went to Georgia 
and cried like a baby about his 
own missed election. Turned a red 

state blue helping the Democratic 
Senate get control of all three 
branches of government.  They 
managed to kill five more Ameri-
cans including a police officer that 
was beaten with a fire extinguish-
er. Not to mention delaying all the 
stimulus checks.

It’s great to see how our govern-
ment and democracy survived 
four years without a president. 
Now we may thrive that we have 
a real one. Thank God they took 
his phone away before he could 

babble on about more nonsense. I 
could go on about his wonderful 
accomplishments but it’s only Jan. 
07, 2021. Go Joe 2021. Not since 
the War of 1812 has our capitol 
been attacked, and that was by the 
British, not Americans.  Remem-
ber the Republicans who voted to 
destroy our democracy when you 
vote next. 

Rick Volk
Sandstone, Minn.

FROM PAGE 1

detail_T8_R111.php  (or go to 
www.co.pine.mn.us. and look un-
der news and announcements on 
the home page).

The program is funded by the 
State of Minnesota and is being 
administered by Pine County 
with assistance from the Initiative 
Foundation.

Questions should be directed to 

Don Hickman DHickman@ifound.
org 218-821-5623 or David Minke 
david.minke@co.pine.mn.us 320-
591-1620.

GRANTS: Helping keep businesses afloat

Representatives swear oaths
The 2021 Legislative Session officially began 

Jan. 5, 2021.  In the Minnesota House of Repre-
sentatives, Nathan Nelson (Dist. 11B) was among 
134 state representatives who swore the oath of 
office during a ceremony at the State Capitol. 
Most representatives participated remotely via 
video.

Minnesota Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Paul Thissen gave the oath of office:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you will 
support the Constitution of the United States and 
the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, and 
that you will faithfully discharge the duties of the 
office to which you have just been elected to the 
best of your ability, so help you God?

Raricks encourages bipartisans 
decisions on COVID-19 restrictions

Senator Jason Rarick praised a loosening of 
restriction on Minnesota’s businesses. 

Rarick wrote in a statement, “I’m glad to see 
the Governor loosening the restrictions and 
putting Minnesota on a path that will allow us 
to open up. 

“That said, the Governor continues to im-
plement broad COVID-19 restrictions as if the 
same rules that are needed in Minneapolis are 
necessary for Pine City and countless other 
communities across Greater Minnesota.  

“The Governor’s prolonged shutdowns have 
put numerous Minnesotan families and busi-
nesses in grim economic situations...

“With the legislature back in session, I am 
calling on the Governor to work with us, reach 
across the aisle, and develop collective solutions 
that allow Minnesotans to safely return to 
school, work, and their regular lives.”

Rarick to serve 4 committees
Senator Jason Rarick (Dist. 11) was appointed 

to serve on the following committees: 
• Labor and Industry Policy Committee
• Higher Education Finance and Policy 

Committee
• Energy and Utilities Finance and Policy 

Committee
• Jobs and Economic Growth Finance and 

Policy Committee

Nelson to serve 3 committees
Representative Nathan Nelson (Dist. 11B) was 

appointed to serve on the following committees: 
• Agriculture Finance and Policy
• Environment and Natural Resources 

Finance & Policy
• Legacy Finance

RECENT ACTIVITY BY REPRESENTATIVES

Jason Rarick
Minnesota Senate
District 11
651-296-1508
sen.jason.rarick@
senate.mn

Nathan Nelson
Minnesota House of 
Representatives  
District 11B
651-296-0518
rep.nathan.nelson@
house.mn

CONTACT YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVES
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OBITUARIES

Nancy J. Nelson
June 5, 1937 - January 12, 2021

Nancy J. Nelson (formerly Lindquist) of Sandstone, 
Minnesota, passed away on January 12, 2021, sur-

rounded by her children.
 Nancy was born June 5, 

1937. After completing high 
school at age 16, she gradu-
ated from the University of 
Minnesota in the late 1950’s 
and became an elementary 
school teacher. She married 
Ronald L. Nelson on July 15, 
1961 and continued to teach 
until 1967. Nancy was an 
avid outdoorswoman, and 
loved gardening, horseback 
riding, and dog-sledding.

 She was preceded in 
death by her beloved husband, Ron; her sister, Helen 
Lindgren; her parents, Victor and Marion Lindquist; 
and numerous well-loved horses, cats and dogs.

 She is survived by her children, Kerri Nelson (Mike 
Kmiecik), Erik (Crystal) Nelson, and Brent Nelson 
(Tim Peterson); her grandchildren, Madison Nel-
son, Kirian Kmiecik, Tristan Mayer, Adam Nelson, 
Charles Mayer and Bronwyn Kmiecik; and her niece, 
Laureen Wilkens.

 Due to COVID-19, there will be a private service at 
First Lutheran Church in Hinckley with Rev. Brenda 
Wicklund officiating. Music is being provided by Pat 
Anderson and Kirian Kmiecik. A private burial will 
take place at Lutheran Memorial Cemetery. 

 A public memorial service will be announced later 
in 2021. Nancy’s family would like to express their 
deep gratitude for the compassionate care provided 
by the staff at Ecumen North Branch and Ecumen 
Hospice. At this time in lieu of flowers memorials are 
preferred.

 Arrangements by Tatting-Methven Funeral and 
Cremation Services.

Connor P. Olson
January 11, 1999 - January 14, 2021

On Thursday January 14, 2021 Connor Olson un-
expectedly passed away at the age of 22. Connor was 

born in Mora, Minn. to Ja-
son and Marchell (Young-
berg) Olson. He grew up in 
Hinckley and graduated 
from Hinckley-Finlayson 
High School in 2017.

Connor was very close 
to his brother Andy and 
grandmother Marie. He 
was very helpful and would 
do anything his grand-
mother asked, “he was 
finally tall enough to clean 
the gutters with just a small 
step ladder.”

Connor had a passion for 
the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing. If you 
were ever looking for him, he was probably on one 
of Minnesota’s many lakes. Throughout his school 
years, he played baseball and football. He also enjoyed 
snowmobiling.

Connor was preceded in death by his grandfather 
Walter “Pete” and two cousins Jessica and Jenae. 
He is survived by his father Jason (Michelle) Olson 
of Askov, mother Marchell (Steve) Youngberg of 
Finlayson, brother Andy (Abby) Olson of Hinckley, 
grandmother: Marie Olson of Hinckley, Connie 
Schmidt of Fort Ripley, grandfather Raymond (Crys-
tal) Youngberg of Askov, uncle: Jeff (Patty) Olson 
of Hinckley, Dawson Youngberg of Askov, aunt Jan 
(Zane) Johnson of Hinckley, girlfriend Athens Crouse 
of Isle and many cousins.

Gathering of Family and Friends
Saturday, January 23, 2021
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Tatting-Methven Funeral and Cremation Services
402 Lawler Avenue
Hinckley, Minnesota 55037
Celebration of Life Following the Gathering
Saturday January 23, 2021
4 p.m. to ?
Food and drinks will be provided. Bring your own 

alcohol and stories of Connor to share with everyone.
 Cloverdale Senior Hall
38736 Cloverdale Rd.
Hinckley, MN 55037
Arrangements by Tatting Methven Funeral and 

Cremation Services, Hinckley, Minnesota, www.
methvenfuneralhome.com

Lynda E. Roberts
Lynda Eileen Roberts, age 78, of Sandstone, Minn. 

passed away at home unexpectedly on January 12, 
2021.

A full obituary with service times will follow in next 
week’s paper.

Arrangements by Methven Funeral and Cremation 
Services of Sandstone, MN. www.methvenfuneral-
home.com

Justin J. Schleret
April 10, 1982 - January 13, 2021

Justin Jordan Schleret, age 38, of Sandstone, 
Minn. passed away unexpectedly on January 13, 

2021 in Minneapolis, 
Minn.

Justin was born 
on April 10, 1982 in 
Carmichael, Califor-
nia to Gary Schleret 
and Lynette (Lam-
bert) Waldow. Justin 
lived in California 
in his younger days. 
He moved to Barnum 
where he attended 
Barnum Elementa-
ry. Justin moved to 
Sandstone in his teen 

years, where he attended the ALC school. After 
school, Justin seemed to find his niche in life 
working with people that had disabilities and 
became a PCA. He worked at CIP for many years. 
Justin had many hobbies and passions that 
he loved to share with people. He was great at 
inventing things and drawing beautiful pictures 
that brought places to life. Justin enjoyed taking 
walks in nature to look for wildlife and to find 
agates, which he collected. Music and cars went 
hand in hand in Justin’s world, he loved to drive 
and listen to music wherever he went. Justin 
enjoyed having a wardrobe that included the hip-
pest array of hats, jewelry, clothes and shoes. If 
you wanted to know what the latest fashion was, 
you just had to look at Justin. 

Justin is preceded in death by his grandfa-
thers, Leo Lambert, Sr., Ron Bushman; his 
grandparents, Felix and Bertha Schleret, and 
Wendell and Nancy Watson. 

Justin is survived by his sons, Jaymeson, 
Jonah; his stepson, Jordan Haggen; his daugh-
ters, Jayla, Faith Grimm; his parents, Gary and 
Lynette; his sister, Jennifer Schleret; and his 
brother, Jason Schleret; special friend “Hum-
mingbird”; many uncles, aunts, cousins, nieces 
and nephews.

At this time there are no services being 
planned.

Arrangements by Methven Funeral and Cre-
mation Services of Sandstone, MN. www.methv-
enfuneralhome.com

PRESS RELEASE
NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

In her 2021 State of the Band 
address, Mille Lacs Band Chief 
Executive Melanie Benjamin 
summarized 2020 as a year 
in which “some of the worst 
things we could imagine 
happened, but in many ways, 
it brought out the best in us we 
could ever hope for.”

 During one of the darkest 
times in our modern history, 
Benjamin said that many 
Mille Lacs Band Members be-
came a light in the darkness, 
“being the best ancestors they 
could be.”

 “Small sparks together lit 
a great fire of community 
service, of fighting against 
injustice and of adapting to a 
new world. As Band Members 
and employees, you stepped 
forward to serve our Band 
with courage and compassion, 
risking your own safety to 
protect others. Together, we 
did not cower in the face of 
crisis. We faced it head-on and 
we fought it. We took decisive 
action, and quickly changed 
the way we do nearly every-
thing so we could keep Band 
Members safe.”

 Normally delivered to a 

ballroom filled with Band 
members and dignitaries, this 
year’s State of the Band was 
delivered via an on-line webi-
nar to protect the community 
from COVID-19. 

 HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SPEECH INCLUDE:
Band Employees Thanked 

for Service During Crisis
In her speech, Benjamin 

thanked Band employees who 
endured a temporary furlough 
during the COVID-19 crisis, as 
well as those whose job duties 
required them to continue to 
work during the pandemic.  
“All of you sacrificed for our 
Band, sometimes at great per-
sonal cost,” Benjamin said.

 MAJOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TOOL 
ANNOUNCED

Benjamin announced that 
the Mille Lacs Band received 
8-A certification from the U.S. 
Small Business Adminis-
tration for its Makwa Global 
companies. The 8-A program 
is for businesses owned by 
women, minority groups and 
tribes, and the 8-A status gives 
the Band preferential treat-
ment for federal government 
contracting. “In March, four of 
our Makwa Global companies 
were accepted into the 8-A pro-

gram. This is a very big deal. 
In just the past few months, 
Makwa Global has landed 
several government contracts 
around the world that are very 
exciting.”

NEW HEALTHCARE CENTER
In 2020 the Band opened its 

new healthcare center, a state-
of-the-art facility where Band 
Members can get health and 
wellness services. “The move 
was very difficult due to the 
pandemic, but we did it.”

LINE 3 PIPELINE OPPOSITION CONTINUES
“In 2020 we continued our 

legal battle to protect our 
lands and waters from a new 
pipeline through the courts, 
which is the proper role of gov-
ernment. Individuals worked 
at the grassroots level.”

URBAN HOUSING AND MULTI-USE DEVEL-
OPMENT

The Band purchased proper-
ty in Minneapolis across from 
All Nations Church, where it 
will be building new housing 
in a multi-use building that 
will include a community 
gathering space for Band 
Members.

 EAGLE FEATHERS PERMIT

The Mille Lacs Band is one 
of two tribes in Minnesota 
that received a special Eagle 
permit, which removes the 
challenges that made it hard 
to obtain eagle feathers. Band 
Members now have a much 
more fair and consistent pro-
cess when eagle feathers are 
needed.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DEPRESSION, 
AND AVAILABLE RESOURCES

Depression in the United 
States has tripled since the 
COVID-19 crisis, affecting 
one in three Americans, and 
is higher in communities of 
color. The number of Band 
Members who have passed 
away this year is double from 
the previous year. Hearts are 
broken from the loss of life 
and so many funerals. “It is 
important to acknowledge that 
there is great sadness in our 
community right now.  If you 
or a loved one is suffering from 
depression, we have help avail-
able. Every Band Member’s 
life is a gift. Your families and 
your Band need you.”

RESILIENT BAND WILL EMERGE FROM 
THE PANDEMIC EVEN STRONGER

“As we begin this new year, 
many have asked, when will 

the world return to normal? 
That depends on what ‘normal’ 
means. All of us have been 
impacted by the pandemic. 
We have all changed in some 
way. Things can never go 
back to the way they were, but 
that does not have to be a bad 
thing. Our future can be better 
than before the pandemic. If 
we move safely and continue 
to be smart, we can reemerge 
as the community we want to 
be, and know we can be. We 
can get through this pandem-
ic together because we are 
resilient.”

ABOUT THE STATE OF THE BAND
Mille Lacs Band statute 

requires the Chief Executive to 
“present to the Band Assembly 
an annual State of the Band 
Address on the second Tues-
day of January of each calen-
dar year” [4MLBSA 6(i)]. The 
first State of the Band Address 
was delivered in 1983, making 
the Band the first Minnesota 
tribe to provide a formal up-
date in this way.

 A full text version of the 
2021 State of the Band speech 
can be found here: https://
millelacsband.com/news/2021-
state-of-the-band-address

Chief Executive Benjamin calls band members a light of courage
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JAMIE LUND
NEWS@HINCKLEYNEWS.COM

Frank Moyer reclines in a 
brown chair in a small room at 
the Cottage in Hinckley. Cottage 
owner Mary Beth Beseke holds his 
foot in her gloved hand as she uses 
a pair of needle sharp tweezers to 
poke the bottom of his foot. She 
explains that she is checking to 
see how much feeling Moyer has in 
his feet and if there is any change 
from his last visit. There is not.

Moyer, 51, has Type 2 diabetes 
and suffers from peripheral neu-
ropathy in his feet. He has been 
visiting Beseke at the Cottage in 
Hinckley for many years for pain 
relief. He said the treatments help 
diminish the burning and tingling 
sensations in his toes and feet. 
They are common symptoms of 
neuropathy, according to may-
oclinic.org. Other issues include 
sores or infections caused by 
injuries because of a loss of feeling 
in the feet. People with neuropathy 
should check their feet often and 
treat minor injuries immediately 
to avoid infection, according to the 
website.

“She could rip off a toenail and I 
wouldn’t feel it,” Moyer said.

Beseke worked as a social 
worker for 20 years before at-
tending nursing school in 2004. 
She worked at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn. for 10 years and 
started her own business in 2013.

She was surprised at the range 
of techniques used at Mayo Clinic. 
She said they utilized old school 
holistic treatments to cutting edge 
technology.

Beseke said about 50% of her 
clients are diabetics and the other 
half is a mix of other issues. 

She is concerned about people 
who are not visiting doctors for 
simple maintenance care due to 
the pandemic, like toenail trims.

“A lot of elderly people are fall-
ing through the cracks,” Beseke 
said. She said many residents do 
not realize she offers everything 
from toenail trimming to foot 
work for diabetics. 

Beseke said she was surprised 
and happy to see an increase in 
sales for gift certificates for elderly 
parents during Christmas. 

She said overgrown toenails can 
cause problems such as ingrown 
nails and related foot pain.

Once Beseke determines Moyer’s 
feet have not lost sensitivity from 
the last visit, she moves on to the 
next step. She uses a Dremel tool 
to lightly file away debris around 
the edges of the nail as well as file 
the nail slightly. She explains the 
debris can allow bacteria to grow. 

“I am a big believer in foot 
soaks,” Beseke said as she placed a 
bath bomb into Moyers water with 
his feet. Beseke rattles off a list of 
ingredients from camphor to bak-

ing soda and explain the benefit of 
each one.

She said there are many nerves 
in the bottom of feet and she be-
lieves a person’s overall health can 
improve by a foot soak.

“My feet feel phenomenal right 
now,” Moyer said as he left the 
appointment. 

Beseke said she recommends the 
client visit their primary physi-
cian for more serious issues. If the 
physician is busy or unavailable, 
Beseke can recommend other 
physicians nearby.

Moyers wife, Shelley, is a certi-
fied massage therapist. She is an 
independent contractor and rents 

space at the Cottage in Hinckley 
for her massage business. She 
currently takes new clients on a 
referral basis only.

Beseke also sells a variety of 
soaps and creams that she creates. 
They include natural ingredients 
such as bear fat and beeswax.

She likes to support other small 
businesses as well and has devel-
oped custom products for a local 
beauty salon, Beauty and Beyond. 

The Cottage in Hinckley is open 
Tuesdays 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. For more 
information or to schedule an 
appointment call 1-507-272-2952.

Hinckley business provides foot relief

JAMIE LUND | HINCKLEY NEWS

Mary Beth Beseke uses a sharp tweezers to check for any loss of sensation in the 
bottom of her clients foot. The client has diabetes and has issues with perephial 
neuropathy.

JAMIE LUND | HINCKLEY NEWS

Mary Beth Beseke files a clients toenail to clear debris and look for hangnails.

507-272-2952 | 107 1st St NE 
(across the street on the north side of Daggett’s Grocery Store)

Diabetic Foot 
& Nail Care

$5.00 off  with coupon

Marybeth Beseke – RN
Certifi ed Foot & Nail Care Specialist

• Thick toe nails
• Fungus toe        
  nails
• Callused feet
• Wound care 
   of the feet

When the restrictions associated with the 
SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 pandemic were imple-
mented in March of 2020, many looked forward to 
a vaccine which would end the pandemic.  Now 
that vaccines are available, however, some indi-
viduals have questioned the safety of vaccination 

against COVID-19. 
 Generally speaking, getting 

a vaccine is safer than getting 
the disease the vaccine prevents. 
This is also true for COVID-19 
and the vaccines produced by 
Moderna and Pfizer, which have 
been widely distributed to pre-
vent infection with SARS-CoV-2, 
the virus that causes COVID-19. 

 Both vaccines act through a 
similar mechanism where an 
mRNA molecule is injected into 
the body and enters cells which 
then use the mRNA to produce 
a protein which is found on the 
surface of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.  

The presence of this protein stimulates the body 
to create antibodies which bind to and inactivate 
this protein.  Therefore, when an individual who 
has been vaccinated is exposed to the live virus, 
the antibodies are already present to “fight off” 
the virus before the person becomes ill with 
COVID-19.

 The rate of a serious adverse reaction caused by 
these vaccines is similar to that of other vaccines, 
occurring at a rate of about one in a million.  
Though allergic reactions to the vaccine can 
occur, they are very rare, and this is the reason 
individuals who get the vaccine are monitored for 
15-30 minutes after the vaccine is administered, 
to allow for immediate treatment if needed. 

 The risk associated with getting COVID-19 
infection, however, includes a 0.5 % risk of death 
if you are 45-54 years old and about a 10% chance 
of death if you are over age 85.  This data from the 
Centers for Disease Control supports the fact that 
getting the COVID-19 vaccine is much safer than 
getting the COVID-19 infection.  

 
The COVID-19 vaccine may cause side effects, 

including pain at the injection site, fevers, head-
ache, muscle pain and fatigue.  These symptoms 
are typically mild and resolve in 1-2 days.  There 
is no evidence to suggest these vaccines cause 
Guillain-Barre syndrome.

 Studies have demonstrated the protection 
offered by the Pfizer mRNA vaccine (which works 
through the same mechanism as the Moderna 
vaccine) may begin as early as 12 days after 
receiving the first dose of vaccine and efficacy of 
this vaccine may be as high as 95% 7 days after 
the second dose.  Both the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines are two-dose vaccines with the doses 
being separated by 3-4 weeks.

 If you have had COVID-19 it is recommend-
ed you wait 90 days before getting the vaccine.  
Though the vaccine is believed to provide better 
protection against COVID-19 than prior infection 
with SARS-CoV-2, repeat infection within 90 days 
is rare.

 Additionally, it is recommended you not get any 
other vaccines within 14 days of the COVID-19 
vaccines from Moderna and Pfizer.

 For further information about the safety of 
vaccines against COVID-19, please consult your 
physician in person or by telephone appointment. 

 Information about the availability of the vac-
cines to prevent COVID-19 can be found at your 
local pharmacy or clinic.  Gateway Clinic patients 
can go to the Gateway Clinic website (www.gate-
wayclinic.com) to complete the “COVID vaccine 
request” in order to be added to a vaccine list to 
be called when the vaccine is available

Data suggests 
COVID-19 vaccination 

is much safer than 
COVID-19 infection

Ryan Harden 
MD, MS

Help your Business

Bloom
Contact Mel Hernandez
to find out how you can 
advertise in this spot.
(320) 336-0488
mel@northstarmedia.net

Help your Business

Bloom
Contact Mel Hernandez
to find out how you can 
advertise in this spot.
(320) 336-0488
mel@northstarmedia.net

Help your Business

Bloom
Contact Mel Hernandez
to find out how you can 
advertise in this spot.
(320) 336-0488
mel@northstarmedia.net

It Pays to advertise in the 

Pine County Courier!
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How are Tribes 
being involved in 

this project?
We’re engaging with 
Minnesota Tribes and creating 
opportunities for their citizens 
and communities to benefit.

At Enbridge, we are proud of our relationships with 
Indigenous communities, and see them as mutually 
beneficial—economically, socially and culturally. Our 
Line 3 replacement marks an unprecedented level of 
Tribal engagement, inclusion and economic participation.

As part of the Line 3 replacement, we’ve committed $100 million for 
Tribal-affiliated work opportunities, and we’re engaging with Minnesota 
Tribes on training, contracting, procurement and hiring.

A Tribal-led Cultural Resources Survey was completed along the 
project route. With representatives of nine Tribes doing direct survey 
work, and more than 30 Tribes involved via government-to-government 
consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, this has been the 
largest such survey ever attempted in the energy industry.

Most importantly, we’ve been listening. From the start, we respected 
the wishes of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe to route the new Line 3 
around their reservation. We’ve also signed a 20-year easement renewal 
with the Fond du Lac Band and made further route changes.

Learn more at enbridge.com/Line3US.

320 2452229    SANDSTONE, MN
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. •  SUNDAY: 8  a.m. - 8 p.m.

Convenience store hours: Mon.-Sat., 7 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun., 8 a.m-8 p.m.

Chris’ Food Center

Hand-Carved 
Prime Rib, 

$10.99/Lb. 
• Twice baked 

potatoes
 • cheesy potatoes

 • vegetables
• mashed potatoes & gravy 
• salad • variety of desserts

• veg

SIDES TO 
ADD:

DELI SPECIALS

EXISTING SENIOR DELIVERIES WILL REMAIN THE SAME.

THURSDAY 1/21:  2 Tacos, $4.99
Taco Salad, $5.99

Chicken Enchiladas, $6.89
FRIDAY 1/22: Logger’s Philly 

with French Fries, $7.99
MONDAY 1/25: Country Fried Steak with 

Mashed Potatoes, Sausage Gravy 
& Dinner Roll, $6.99

TUESDAY 1/26: Swedish Meatballs with 
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy & Dinner Roll, $6.89
WEDNESDAY 1/27: Orange Chicken or Chicken 

Chow Mein with Rice & Egg Roll, $6.99

EAT BETTER 
 BUY MORE 

SPEND LESS

Prime Rib 
Friday Nights!
4:00 pm Until Gone!

Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30am-9pm
Sun 8:30am-8pm

5 Lb. Bag5 Lb. Bag

$1.29
Lb.

TEXAS GRAPEFRUITTEXAS GRAPEFRUIT

KEMPS ORANGE JUICEKEMPS ORANGE JUICE

Selected 64 Oz. BottleSelected 64 Oz. Bottle

2/$5

2/$7
Selected 12 Oz. PackageSelected 12 Oz. Package

SUGARDALE SLICED BACONSUGARDALE SLICED BACON

Selected 12.3 Oz. PackageSelected 12.3 Oz. Package

EGGO FROZEN WAFFLESEGGO FROZEN WAFFLES

2/$4

EC Eagles win first game against Braham
MARY ELLEN DEWEY 

RECIPE@PINECOUNTYCOURIER.COM

The East Central Eagles played their 
first game of the 2021 season against 
Braham at home on Thursday, Janu-
ary 14, winning 76-50.  
The Eagles dressed ten players for the 
game and Braham dressed eleven. EC 
lists eight seniors on their roster. They 
include Clay Nelson, Karamo Touray, 
Wes Watrin, Gabe Koland, Brandon 
Kenowski, Tyler Thorvig, Dezmon 
LeTexlern and Adam Fornengo. Hunt-
er Colton is the only junior and Kyle 
McDonald and Nathan Zielinski are 
the sophomores.  
There were no fans allowed into the 
game and it was live streamed by 
WCMP Pine City radio station.  
To start the game, Karamo Touray 
was in the center circle with the jump 
ball. At half-time the score was East 
Central 35 and Braham 24. The Eagles 
picked up their game after half-time. 
Dezmon LeTexler scored 12 and 
Touray put nine into the hoop in the 
second half. Tyler Thorvig was the 
leading scorer with 29, Wes Watrin had 
17, including five three-pointers. Bran-
don Kenowski finished with seven.  
The Eagles junior varsity lost a close 
one 41-44 to Braham. Their junior 
varsity team includes junior Dominic 
DePaulis, freshmen Warren Carlson 
and Ethan Johnson, eighth-graders 
Ramsey Keranen and Logan Downer, 
and seventh grader Ben Carlin. They 
do not have a C-team.  
The Eagles are coached by Darren 
Fogt, assisted by Thomas Gafkjen and 
Kevin Burgess. The managers are 
Emma Priske and Abby Priske.  
The Eagles will host Onamia on Fri-
day, January 22 at 7:15 and Tuesday 
January 26 they will travel to Isle for a 
7:15 game.

MARY ELLEN DEWEY | PINE COUNTY COURIER

East Central Eagles Tyler Thorvig (#5) and Karamo Touray (#24) defending 
the Braham Bombers player John Mankie (#42) in their win at home, Thurs-
day 76-50.

MARY ELLEN DEWEY | PINE COUNTY COURIER

Tyler Thorvig (#5) takes the ball down court against Braham’s Lee Hayden 
(#15) in East Central’s victory 76-50 on Thursday at East Central. Thorvig led 
the scoring for the Eagles.
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SHERIFF’S REPORT AND JAIL ROSTER

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Sunday,  January 10, 2020
12:42 a.m. Vehicle Theft Lun-

dorff Dr Sandstone
11:09 a.m. Vehicle Recovered 

Weber Ave S Hinckley
11:35 p.m. Vehicle In Ditch Gov-

ernment Rd Hinckley
Monday,January 11, 2020
6:52 a.m. Burglary Rutabaga Rd Bruno 
8:20 a.m. Vehicle Theft 7th St 

Se Hinckley
9:05 a.m. Disturbance Mission 

Creek Cir Hinckley
3:34 p.m. Traffic Complaint 

State Hwy 48 Hinckley
4:38 p.m. Garbage Call Two 

Rivers Rd Hinckley 
8:08 p.m. Suspicious Activity 

Beaver Tail Rd Askov
Tuesday, January 12, 2020
11:06 a.m. Suspicious Activity 

Lawler Ave S Hinckley
5:12 p.m. Customer Trouble Fire 

Monument Rd Hinckley
Wednesday,  Jan 13, 2020
10:23 a.m. Disturbance Fire 

Monument Rd Hinckley
12:06 p.m. Burglary Angle Ave 

Sandstone
Thursday,  January 14, 2020
9:21 a.m. Vehicle Recovered 

Northridge Rd Finlayson
11:00 p.m. Damage To Property 

7th St Se Hinckley
Friday, January 15, 2020
9:44  a.m. Unwanted Person 

Fire Monument Rd Hinckley
10:50 a.m. Threats Old Military 

Rd S Sandstone
6:05 p.m. Propery Lost/Found 

Lady Luck Dr Hinckley
Saturday, January 16, 2020
9:19 p.m. Unwanted Person Ashley 

St Sandstone Case Report Created
9:40 p.m. Suspicious Activity 

Dunn Ave N Hinckley

JAIL ROSTER
January 11
ANDRESS, JEREMY JAMES
 Hold For Other Agency 

Confined But Not Convicted  - 
Predatory Offender - Know-
ingly commits act or fails to 
fulfill registration require-
ment Pine County Warrant 
Confined But Not Convicted 
Predatory Offender - Know-
ingly commits act or fails to 
fulfill registration require-
ment - Arrest of Adult - Intro-
duce Contraband-Drug/Li-
quor into Jail/Lockup/Prison 
- Arrest of Adult - Drugs - 5th 
Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount 
Marijuana - Theft-Take/Use/
Transfer Movable Prop-No 
Consent - Arrest of Adult

LANHAM, KENNETH GALE
 Pine County Warrant: Failure 

to Appear warrant issued by 
Pine, MN - Criminal Sex Con-
duct-1st Degree-Penetration/
Contact- Victim Under 16-Sig-
nificant Relationship-Injury

MERRY, MICHAEL LEE
 Pine County Warrant 

Confined But Not Convicted 
- Theft-Take/Use/Transfer 
Movable Prop-No Consent 
- Arrest of Adult - Traffic 
Regulation - Driver Must 
Carry Proof of Insurance when 
Operating Vehicle - Arrest of 
Adult - Drugs - 5th Degree - 
Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not 
Small Amount Marijuana 
- Arrest of Adult - Traffic-Driv-
ers License-Driving After 
Cancellation - Arrest of Adult 
- Penalty for not Complying 
with Peace Officer - Arrest of 
Adult

SMITH, JORDAN DAVID 
 Parole/Probation Violation 

- Fleeing a Peace Officer in a 
Motor Vehicle

SMALL, CASSIDY SASHA 
Probable Cause - As-
sault-5th Degree-Gross 
Misdemeanor - Domestic 
Assault-Misdemean-
or-Intentionally Inflicts/
Attempts to Inflict Bodily 
Harm on Another

TIPP, ERIC SCOTT 
 Hold For Other Agency: 

Failure to Appear warrant 
issued - Drivers’ Licenses - 
Use Fictitious Name/DOB; 
False Statements; Concealed 
Material Fact; Fraud

January 12
ANDRESS, JEREMY JAMES
 Probable Cause Confined But
 Not Convicted- Burglary-4th
 Deg-to Commit Misdemean-

or - Arrest of Adult 
BULU, JOSHUA PAUL
 Pine County Warrant 

 Convicted - Fleeing a Peace 
Officer in a Motor Vehicle - 
Arrest of Adult

CARLSEN, SAMUEL KLEIN
 Pine County Warrant: 

Arrest - Felony warrant 
issued - Drugs - 5th De-
gree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount 
Marijuana

ENDSLEY, KIMBERLY JEAN
 Probable Cause - Disorderly 

Conduct 
EMERY, ZOE LA RAIN 
 Pine County Warrant: Arrest 

- Felony warrant issued - 
Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Receiv-
ing Stolen Property

PURULL, JESSE CHAD
 Pine County Warrant Confined 

But Not Convicted - Obstruct 
Legal Process-Interfere w/
Peace Officer - Theft-Take/Drive 
Motor Vehicle-No Owner Con-
sent - Theft-Take/Use/Transfer 
Movable Prop-No Consent

RICHARDSON, RYAN DEAN
 Pine County Warrant Confined 

But Not Convicted - Terroristic 
Threats-Reckless Disregard 
Risk - Arrest of Adult

TRAMPE, CORY ALAN
 Pine County Warrant Confined 

But Not Convicted - Drugs - 5th 
Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount 
Marijuana - Arrest of Adult 
- Traffic-DL-Driving after 
cancellation-inimical to public 
safety - Arrest of Adult - Traffic 
Regulation - Driver Fails to Stop 
for STOP Sign. - Arrest of Adult 
- Probable Cause Confined But 
Not Convicted - Drugs - 2nd 
Degree - Possess 25 grams or 
more cocaine or methamphet-
amine - Arrest of Adult - Hold 
For Other Agency Confined But 
Not Convicted  - Traffic-Drivers 
License-Driving After Cancella-
tion - Arrest of Adult

January 13
RING, DANIEL ALAN
 Pine County Warrant: Arrest - Fel-

ony warrant - Aiding an Offender 
to Avoid Arrest-Harbor/Conceal

January 14
ANDRESS, JEREMY JAMES
 Probable Cause Confined But 

Not Convicted - Theft-Take/
Use/Transfer Movable Prop-
No Consent - Arrest of Adult 
- Burglary-3rd Deg-Steal/
Commit Felony or Gross Misd 
- Arrest of Adult

HART, KIRSTEN ELAINE
 Probable Cause Confined 

ButNot Convicted - Drugs 
- 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Arrest 
of Adult - Give Peace Officer 
False Name/Birthdate/ID 
Card - Arrest of Adult - Hold 
For Other Agency Confined 
But Not Convicted - Drugs 
- 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Arrest 
of Adult

JABE, JACOB JOHN
 Boarder Confined But Not 

Convicted - Disorderly Con-
duct 

WILHELM, DANIEL JOHN 
Probable Cause - Drugs 
- 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana - Pos-
session of Burglary or Theft 
Tools

January 15
BENSON, RANDE MARC
 Pine County Warrant Confined 

But Not Convicted - Giving 
Peace Officer False Name-
of Another Person - Arrest 
of Adult - Receiving Stolen 
Property - Arrest of Adult

BROZ, LOUIS MICHAEL
 Hold For Other Agency: Arrest 

- Felony warrant issued by 
Mille Lacs

COPPAGE, TERRI LYNN  
 Hold For Other Agency: 

Unspecified warrant issued
DENNIS, LYNN MARIE 
 Pine County Warrant - Failure 

to Appear warrant - Drugs 
- 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small 
Amount Marijuana

VANCE, JEFF DUANE
 Under Sentence Convicted 

- Criminal Sex Conduct-3rd 
Degree-Victim Mental Impair/
Helpless

WEFEL, WILLIAM JOHN
 Pine County Warrant Confined 

But Not Convicted - Drugs - 
5th Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount 
Marijuana - Arrest of Adult

January 16
GRUNDMANN, BRANDON
 Confined But Not Convicted - 

Domestic Abuse No Contact 
Order - Violate No Contact 
Order - Misdemeanor - Arrest 
of Adult

SUTHERLAND, ABRAHAM
 Probable Cause Confined But 

Not Convicted - Assault-2nd 
Degree-Dangerous Weapon - 
Arrest of Adult - Domestic

January 17
DEANE, TYLER JAMES
 Probable Cause Confined But 

Not Convicted - Assault-3rd 
Degree-Substantial Bodily 
Harm - Arrest of Adult

DOWNWIND, AMBER MARIE
 Probable Cause Confined 

But Not Convicted - As-
sault-3rd Degree-Substan-
tial Bodily Harm - Arrest of 
Adult - Drugs - 5th Degree 
- Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - 
Not Small Amount Marijua-
na - Arrest of Adult

January 18
MARTIN, CURTIS LEE
 Probable Cause Confined 

But Not Convicted - Traf-
fic-DL-Driving after cancella-
tion-inimical to public safety 
- Arrest of Adult

Dickey charged with burglaries across Pine County
STAFF REPORT

NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

In three criminal complaints outlining 
a dozen felony burglary charges, Matthew 
Russell Dickey, 33, of Sandstone has been 

accused of carrying out a 
months-long spree of home 
and cabin burglaries in mul-
tiple properties across Pine 
County.
• On Oct.  16 a deputy of 

the Pine County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to a bur-
glar alarm at a residence 
on Cross Lake Road in 
Hinckley. A rear door was 

open and there was a chair outside an 
open window on the porch. The win-
dow to the porch was lying inside the 
house on the floor. Cabinet doors were 
open inside. No one was inside the 
residence, and an outbuilding was also 
standing open with no one inside.

     The property owner said she had been 
notified of an interior alarm an hour 
before the door alarm was activated. 
She called the police when the door 
alarm was activated. The next day she 
provided photographs of the suspect’s 
vehicle from their game cameras. She 
said they were missing a substantial 
amount of property and later provided 
a list of items that had been taken.

 • On Oct. 31 a property owner discovered 
that his pole barn door was open, the 
camper on the property was broken into 
and numerous items were missing. One 
of the items missing was a log splitter val-
ued at $1,900. A deputy saw that the rear 
service door to the pole barn had been 
forced open with something, possibly a 
pry bar. The chain to the roll up door at 
the front of the building had been cut and 
the door wedged open with a shovel.

• On Nov. 3 a deputy responded to the 
intersection of Beroun Crossing Road 
and Woodcock Lane outside Pine City 
after a report of a vehicle on its roof in 
the ditch. When he arrived, he found 
a gold Chevrolet Trailblazer with no 
license plates on its roof in the ditch. 

No one was inside the vehicle but there 
were people around who said they 
heard arguing in the area. 

      The deputy could hear yelling east 
of the location and was able to make 
contact with a witness who said he had 
caught a man breaking into his trailer 
home at a residence on Beroun Crossing 
Road. The witness came home to find 
the man loading items from his home 
into the back of the Trailblazer. When 
the witness confronted him, the man got 
into the trailblazer and drove away. The 
witness followed him until the vehicle 
crashed. He tried to confront the man 
again but the man ran away and the 
witness eventually lost sight of him. 

      A deputy advised he had seen Dickey 
driving a gold Chevrolet Trailblazer earlier 
in the day. The witness was shown a photo-
graph of Dickey and identified him as the 
man he had seen taking items from him 
and fleeing in the Trailblazer.

       Numerous items that had been report-
ed stolen were located inside the vehicle 
with a total value over $2,000, including a 
crossbow, air compressor, bullets, shotgun 
shells, power tools, clothing and other gear. 

• On Nov. 4, a cabin owner reported that his 
cabin on Beroun Crossing Road had been 
burglarized between Oct. 31 and Nov. 4. 
He provided a list of numerous items that 
had been stolen from inside the cabin as 
well as outbuildings. He also reported 
that a fire had been started outside with 
many items fully or partially burned and 
that the fire had burned up to the deck 
and partially around the cabin.

      Another cabin owner reported on Nov. 4 
that his cabin and outbuildings had been 
broken into and multiple items taken at 
some point prior to that date.

• On Nov. 4, 2020, the gold Chevrolet 
Trailblazer was searched after a search 
warrant was issued. Numerous items of 
suspected stolen property were recovered 
along with several baggies containing a 
crystal substance. The BCA analyzed one 
of the baggies and confirmed it contained 
.88 grams methamphetamine.

• On the evening of Nov. 5, a deputy respond-
ed to a report of suspicious activity at the 

Pokegama Pines Self Storage Facility on 
Freeway Boulevard in Pine City. Not even 
the renters are allowed to be on the proper-
ty after hours, and a sign is clearly posted 
at the gate to the property stating this. 

      When  the deputy arrived, he saw a GMC 
pickup parked in front of storage unit D10. 
He could hear sounds coming from inside 
the storage unit and knocked on the door, 
identifying himself as a police officer. 
Dickey opened the door to the storage unit. 
He admitted driving himself to the storage 
unit. The deputy was aware that Dickey 
did not have a valid driver’s license.

      Dickey was advised of his rights and 
agreed to provide a statement. He was 
asked about the gold Trailblazer and 
claimed it had been stolen from him a 
few days earlier. Dickey was placed under 
arrest and transported to the Pine County 
Detention Center related to a Wisconsin 
warrant. The owner of the storage units 
arrived at the unit with a lock to secure 
the storage unit since it did not have a 
lock on it. He told the deputy that Dickey 
had not been paying for his unit and was 
going to be locked out soon. 

      On Nov. 6, law enforcement obtained a 
search warrant to search Dickey’s storage 
unit. They recovered many items connect-
ed to several of the burglaries listed above 
with an estimated value of over $5,000.

• On Jan. 8, 2021, a deputy reported to 
a Sandstone property where a silent 
alarm had been triggered at the garage 
and kitchen. The deputy found a vehicle 
parked in front of the driveway, and found 
Dickey hiding under a pine tree on the 
property. Dickey told the deputy his car 
ran out of gas; however, the deputy was 
able to confirm that the car started. The 
garage had a recently broken door frame 
and a window had been forced open in the 
kitchen in the house. 

      Dickey has been charged with six 
counts of second degree burglary, six 
counts of third degree burglary, two 
counts of receiving stolen property and 
one count of possession of a controlled 
substance. The maximum charge for 
second degree burglary is five years in 
prison, a $10,000 fine or both. 

Braham man 
charged with 
first-degree 

criminal 
sexual 

conduct
STAFF REPORT

NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

Scott Allen Englund, 62, of Bra-
ham was charged January 12, 
with two felony counts of crim-
inal sexual conduct in the first 
degree after allegedly engaged 
in sexual penetration of  juvenile 
victims. The victims were known 
to Englund.

According to the criminal com-
plaint filed by the Pine County 
Court Administrator’s office, 
the Pine County Sheriff’s Office 
(PCSO) responded to a report of 
criminal sexual conduct  where 
the victims mother reported her 
three daughters had been abused 
by the defendant. The juveniles 
were under the age of 13  at the 
time of the first alleged assault.

When Englund provided a 
statement to a PCSO deputy, 
Englund allegedly admitted to 
the criminal sexual conduct and 
stated “let’s just get this over 
with” before inquiring about the 
type of prison sentence he was 
facing.

If convicted, each charge 
carries a maximum sentence 
of 30 years in prison and/or a 
$40,000 fine.

Matthew 
Dickey



JANUARY 21, 2021   PINE COUNTY COURIER   9
www.PineCountyCourier.com

You now have access to 100% of the
PINE COUNTY COURIER ONLINE CONTENT

To Our Subscribers...

To sign up, just complete the following steps:

1. Go to www.pinecountynews.com and click on the Pine County Courier Logo

2. Create an account with us if you do not already have one. Click on the Log In Icon 
on the top right of the page

3. Click on Register Here

4. Fill out the online form and click Create Account
at the bottom of the form

5. Log in with your new name and password

6. You can access your electronic version of the Pine County Courier by clicking on the 
E-edition tab at the top right of the page

If you have questions or need assistance, 
please call 320-245-2368

P I N E  CO U N T Y

75 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 17, 1946  

- Undefeated Sandstone Panthers 
claim two more victims and meet Bru-
no on Friday.

- Thieves rob the Denham post office 
and loot the safe of money and stamps.

- Don Dobmeyer took part in the New 
York victory parade.

- The Hartley M. Robey Post of the 
American Legion will conduct its Win-
ter Scrap Paper Drive. Please tie it up.

 

50 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 21, 2971

- Superintendent A.C. Stoffel is re-
hired for one more year

- Groningen was a thriving pioneer 
town but now the population there has 
slipped to two. Groningen is a ghost 
town. Miller as it used to be called be-
fore the turn of the century, grew from 
the camp of a construction crew on the 
St. Paul and Duluth Railroad.

- Sandstone High School One-Act 
Play will compete at Moose Lake High 
School in the district contest.

- Avis Monson received the DAR 
‘Good Citizen” award.

- Theis Clothing is having a sale now. 
A 10% discount will be given. Free cof-
fee and cookies will be served.

- The elementary cagers played first 
league game. Scoring for the Panthers: 
Holler 4, Larson 11, Seitz 4, Watrin 2. 
For the Tigers D. Fox 6.

25 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 17, 1996

-  Richard Foley of Finlayson, Minn. 
Was rescued in Montana after he got 
his car stuck and then fell over an em-
bankment onto the frozen river, where 
he was immobilized through the night.

- Paul Dewey of Sandstone is current-
ly interning in Crosby at Central Lakes 
Medical Center until July. He is par-
ticipating in RPAP, a Rural Physicians 
Program.

- Trevor Gaede, Emily Ludwig, Shane 
Koski, Eric Prater, Randy Delcourt, 
Bobby Faulkner, Steffany Dempich, and 
Susan Wolfe received awards for being 
selected as December students of the 
month.

- Corey Ludwig is this week’s Reader 
of the Week.

- Tina Noordhoek and Marc Wick-
strom are this week’s Athletes of the 
Week.

- Eagles stomp Braham and Aitkin  
and Todd Johnson scored 25 points.

10 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 20, 2011

-  Carl Steffan of the Sandstone Lions 
hands over a check of $500 to Scoutmas-
ter Chuck Moon of Troop 187 and Senior 
Patrol Leader Chase Moon to purchase 

camping equipment. (Pictured above.)
- Tim Franklin’s editorial headline 

states, “Losing your cell phone can 
cause mental illness.” He was at a 
hockey game and found it out by his car 
covered with four inches of snow and it 
still worked.

- Adam Jensen and Charity Carlson 
are this week’s Athletes of the Week.

- Eagles boys’ basketball team is 9-2 
after knocking out Rush City and Pine 
City.

- Tatum Tengwall scored 16 points 
against Ogilvie. Charity Carlson put up 
15 points in their game against Aitkin. 

BACK IN THE DAY

Lions donate $500 to Boy Scout troop 187
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NOTICES  

PUBLIC NOTICE
 ARNA TOWNSHIP

PINE COUNTY
STATE OF MINNESOTA

Adoption of Ordinance No.  
2021-1
AN ORDINANCE DEFINING 
NUISANCES, PROHIBITING 
THEIR CREATION OR 
MAINTENANCE AND 
PROVIDING FOR ABATEMENT 
AND PENALTIES FOR 
VIOLATION THEREOF
 The Arna Township  Board of 
Supervisors for the Town of 
Arna, Pine County, Minnesota, 
hereby ordains that on the 13th 
day of January, 2021 adopted 
Ordinance # 2021-1.  Due to the 
lengthy content of the 
Ordinance, a brief Summary fol-
lows:
Section 1.States the purpose of 
the ordinance.
Section 2.Defines public nui-
sances.
Section 3. Defines public nui-
sances affecting health.
Section 4. Defines public nui-
sances affecting morals and 
decency.
Section 5. Defines public nui-
sances affecting peace and 
safety, including any motor 
vehicle not stored within a fully 
enclosed permanent structure 
and which: 1) does not have a 
valid license; or 2) is inoperable.
Section 6. Addresses the stor-
age of personal property.
Section 7. Adopts Minn. Stat. 
463.15 through 463.261 by ref-
erence.
Section 8. Makes the owner and 
tenant responsible for any viola-
tion of this ordinance. 
Section 9. Omitted. 
Section 10. Authorizes the Town 
Board, the Pine County Sheriff, 
or a designated Enforcement 
Officer to enforce the ordinance 
and provides authority to 
inspect premises pursuant to a 
search warrant. 
Section 11. Authorizes the 
Enforcement Officer to issue an 

order of abatement when a nui-
sance is discovered requiring 
the nuisance to be abated with-
in a time period not exceeding 
thirty (30) days and provides for 
emergency abatement, and 
authorizes the Township to initi-
ate a court proceeding to abate 
the nuisance. 
Section 12. Makes the owner of 
property containing a nuisance 
personally liable for the 
Township’s cost of abatement, 
including administrative costs 
and attorney fees, and authoriz-
es special assessment or certifi-
cation to the owner’s property 
taxes of such cost when prompt 
payment is not made.
Section 13. Makes it a misde-
meanor to violate this ordi-
nance.
Section 14. Declares every sec-
tion of this ordinance as sever-
able from other sections.
Section 15. The ordinance is 
effective upon passage and 
publication.
Section 16. Repeals all prior 
conflicting ordinance provisions.
Cheryl Wickham – Arna 
Township Clerk

Published in the Pine County 
Courier January 21, 202

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Board of Commissioners of 
the Sandstone Economic 
Development Authority (the 
“EDA”) will meet at Sandstone 
City Hall located at 119 Fourth 
Street in Sandstone, Minnesota 
at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
January 27, 2021 to conduct a 
public hearing on the proposed 
sale of certain real property 
owned by the EDA and located 
in the City of Sandstone, Pine 
County, Minnesota.  
These properties are generally 
located north of State Highway 
23 South and south of Grouse 
Street, are proposed to be pur-
chased by Doua Vue, and are 
legally described as:
Parcel ID No: 45.0101.014  

The North 433.33 feet of the 
following described property:
That part of the Northeast 
Quarter of Northwest Quarter of 
Section 16, Township 42, Range 
20, Pine County, Minnesota 
described as follows:
Commencing at the Northeast 
corner of said Northeast Quarter 
of Northwest Quarter; thence 
west along said North line of 
said Northeast Quarter of 
Northwest Quarter a distance of 
540 feet; thence south parallel 
with the east line to the north 
right-of-way line of State 
Highway 23 (formerly Highway 
61); thence easterly along said 
right-of-way line to the intersec-
tion with the east line; thence 
north along the east line to point 
of beginning.  5.37 acres.
Parcel ID No: 45.0039.001  
The East Half of the Southeast 
Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter less the West 435 feet 
of the North 300 feet and less 
the East 410 feet of the South 
445 feet, Section 9, Township 
42, Range 20, City of 
Sandstone, Pine County, 
Minnesota.  12.76 acres. 
A copy of all documents relating 
to the proposed sale of these 
properties will be on file and 
available for inspection at City 
Hall during regular business 
hours.
Any person wishing to express 
an opinion on the matters to be 
considered at the public hearing 
will be heard orally at the hear-
ing or in writing addressed to 
Kathy George, Executive 
Director, PO Box 641, 
Sandstone, MN  55072; or 
e-mail to administrator@sand-
stonemn.com. 
BY ORDER of the Board of 
Commissioners.
Dated: January 8, 2021.

Published in the Pine County 
Courier January 14, 21, 2021

FORECLOSURES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 

OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in con-
ditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
December 27, 2004
MORTGAGOR: Julie R 
Anderson, and Dennis R 
Anderson, wife and husband.
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for 
Countrywide Home Loans, Inc. 
its successors and assigns.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:  Recorded 
January 24, 2005 Pine County 
Recorder, Document No. 
440631.
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE:   Assigned to:  
Bank of America, N.A., succes-
sor by merger to BAC Home 
Loans Servicing LP FKA 
Countrywide Home Loans 
Servicing LP.  Dated July 26, 
2012 Recorded August 6, 2012, 
as Document No. A-502348.    
And thereafter assigned to:  
Everbank.   Dated July 19, 2013 
Recorded August 12, 2013, as 
Document No. A-509680.    And 
thereafter assigned to:  Green 
Tree Servicing LLC.  Dated May 
16, 2014 Recorded June 30, 
2014, as Document No. 
A-515264.   And thereafter 
assigned to:  LoanCare LLC.  
Dated December 29, 2020 
Recorded January 4, 2021, as 
Document No. A558300.       
TRANSACTION AGENT:  
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  
1000157-0004295471-5
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  
Countrywide Home Loans, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  LoanCare, LLC
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 

ADDRESS:  450 8th Avenue 
NE, Pine City, MN 55063
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  425850000
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
The following described proper-
ty located in the County of Pine, 
State of Minnesota:  Lot Five 
(5), Block Two (2), Haavisto’s 
1st Addition.
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Pine
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$108,100.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF 
NOTICE, INCLUDING TAXES, 
IF ANY, PAID BY 
MORTGAGEE: 
$104,258.60
That prior to the commence-
ment of this mortgage foreclo-
sure proceeding Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee com-
plied with all notice require-
ments as required by statute; 
That no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
March 11, 2021 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Detent ion 
Center, 635 Northridge Drive 
NW, Pine City MN  55063
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if 
any, on said premises, and the 
costs and disbursements, 
including attorneys’ fees 
allowed by law subject to 
redemption within six (6) 
months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives or 
assigns unless reduced to Five 
(5) weeks under MN Stat. 
§580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-fam-
ily dwelling, unless otherwise 

provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property if the 
mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on 
September 13, 2021, unless 
that date falls on a weekend  or 
legal holiday, in which case it is 
the next weekday, and unless 
the redemption period is 
reduced to 5 weeks under MN 
Stat. Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
None
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
A G R I C U L T U R A L 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.”
Dated: January 4, 2021
LoanCare, LLC
Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee
USSET, WEINGARDEN AND 
LIEBO, P.L.L.P.
Attorneys for Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee
4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 925-6888
100 - 20-006234 FC
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

Published in the Pine County 
Courier January 14, 21, 28, 

February 4,11,18, 2021

EGG TAKE OPERATIONS CANCELED
Back in April 2020, the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources announced that they had decided 
to cancel 2020 egg take operations statewide for wall-
eye, northern pike, muskellunge and steelhead. The 
DNR stated that the work could not be done safely un-
der COVID- 19 social distancing guidelines because 
collecting eggs and sperm from spawning fish in the 
wild is a labor intensive effort that requires teams of 
6-8 people working in close proximity

However, DNR Hinckley fisheries staff said that 
most of the fish species in lakes and rivers in the 
Hinckley management area occur naturally, with 
no stocking needed, including northern pike, large-
mouth bass, sunfish, crappies, and perch.

DNR Fisheries Section Manager Brad Parsons said 
missing one year of stocking of a fish species will not 
cause long term harm to the fish population of any 
waterbody. 

“Fish populations naturally are made up of fish 
hatched in different years, so a missing or weak year 
class is not uncommon,” Parsons said. “In fact, in 
lakes with natural reproduction, a strong year class 
often follows a weak year class, so not stocking for 
one year might actually benefit the following year’s 
stocked fry.”

SNAKE RIVER SURVEY, GRINDSTONE DAM ASSESSMENT 
The Hinckley Area Fisheries Office reported that 

they sampled the Snake River by boat electrofishing 
in July and August. Survey reports will be available 
in spring of 2021. 

Hinckley Area Fisheries Office staff also said they 
had completed an environmental assessment for the 
proposed removal of the Grindstone River dam at 
Hinckley.

MINNESOTA DNR REPORTS Finlayson student recognized for 
academic achievement

STAFF REPORT
NEWS@PINECOUNTYNEWS.COM

Elsie Karsky, a junior from 
Finlayson, was among the 15 stu-
dents recently inducted into the 
Minnesota Connections Academy 
(MNCA) National Honor Society, 
National Junior Honor Society 
and National Elementary Honor 
Society in recognition of outstand-
ing academic achievement and 
service to the community.

The National Honor Society is 
a nationwide organization that 
recognizes students for achieve-

ment in four areas: scholarship, 
leadership, service and character. 
To qualify students must have a 
cumulative grade point average 
of 3.3 or higher, attended MNCA 
for at least one full semester, 
committed to attending meetings 
throughout the school year, and 
committed to completing 50 volun-
teer hours throughout the school 
year.

Including the 15 students induct-
ed this year, MNCA currently has 
a total 40 Honor Society members.

“At Minnesota Connections 

Academy we have the opportunity 
to work with students and fam-
ilies from many different back-
grounds who come to us seeking 
an academic setting where they 
can thrive,” said Melissa Gould, 
MNCA principal. “I congratulate 
these students for their per-
sistence and for maintaining such 
a strong commitment to succeed-
ing in the classroom and making 
a difference in the communities in 
which they live.”
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Tanning • Nails
Pedicures • Waxing 

Perms • Colors

Becca’s Hair Shop 
& Tanning Center

(320) 245-2393

Monday-Saturday
Evenings by 

Appointment

Thanks for 
choosing us!

Hinckley 
Chiropractic 

Center
Dr. Kyle Hams
110 E. Main St., 

Hinckley

(320) 384-6790 
or 384-6836

John M. Cabak, Attorney
243 Main Street S, Pine City 

Sandstone office 
Wednesdays by Appt.

(320) 629‐2529 
www.cabaklaw.com

John M. Cabak, Attorney
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Wednesdays by Appt.
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John M. Cabak, Attorney
243 Main Street S, Pine City 

Sandstone office 
Wednesdays by Appt.

(320) 629‐2529 
www.cabaklaw.com

Sandstone Dental
Offi  ce, LTD.

Michael M. Bennett, DDS
Mandy Fornengo, RDH

Dawn Wright, LDA/CDA
501 N. Commercial Ave.

Sandstone, MN
For appointment call

(320) 245-2208

LIVE
HEALTHY

LEARN TO BE WELL

EssentiaHealth.org/Classes

Luke Drilling
Electrical Contractor, #EA713779

Sandstone, MN

320-245-2119

• Industrial 
• Commercial 
• Residential & Rural

Drilling 
Electric

Selting 
Painting, LLC

Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior

Tom Selting
320.245.5593

Cell: 320.630.5758

•Painting
•Staining
• Varnishing

• Water Damage

•Taping
•Texturing
• Dry Wall Repair

Methven Funeral 
Home

Prearrangements
320-245-2376

www.methvenfuneralhome.com

Difficult Decisions 
Made Easier

Methven Funeral 
Home

Prearrangements
320-245-2376

www.methvenfuneralhome.com

Difficult Decisions 
Made Easier

Methven Funeral 
Home

Prearrangements
320-245-2376

www.methvenfuneralhome.com

Difficult Decisions 
Made Easier

320-390-0092

FFuullll  sseerrvviiccee
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&&  DDiiggiittaall  CCooppyyiinngg

Hinckley
Print

LLeetttteerrhheeaaddss  �� EEnnvveellooppeess  
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BBrroocchhuurreess  �� PPoosstteerrss  
BBaannnneerrss  �� IInnsseerrttss  �� AAnndd  MMOORREE!!

(320) 384-7137

MATT’S 
SANITATION
Call today for prompt, 

courteous service
• Residential

• Commercial
• Containers Available

BEAUTY CHIROPRACTIC DENTAL ELECTRIC FUNERAL SERVICE GARBAGE

HEATING LAW MEDICAL PAINTING PRINTING
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CLASSIFIEDS
PHONE: 320-245-2368  |  FAX: 320-245-2438

Full-Time Sheriff  Secretary
Location: Primary Hinckley 

Union: Union  • OT Status: Full-time, Non-Exempt
ESSENTIAL DUTIES: This is a moderately skilled clerical 

position that works directly with the public. Work involves the 
performance of varied clerical duties and the operation of offi  ce 
machines to maintain accurate records. Emphasis is placed upon 

the careful and accurate processing of documents and data 
entry to computer systems and profi ciency in general clerical 
skills including the use of transcription equipment, personal 

computer and other various offi  ce equipment. Employees work 
with considerable independence, with supervisors available for 

resolution of more diffi  cult work or unusual circumstances. Work 
is of a confi dential nature. Other duties vary as assigned.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: High school diploma and one year 
post-secondary education in business, business practices, or data 

processing, or one-year experience in a clerical or related fi eld. 
Legal education/experience preferred. Must have a high level of 

profi ciency in typing and type 45 words per minute. Ability to lift 
a minimum of 25 pounds.

APPLICANT INFORMATION: All applicants must complete a 
county application. Resumes alone will not be accepted. Contact 
Pine County Administrator’s Offi  ce for applications or download 
the application on the web site www.co.pine.mn.us and mail to 

the Administrator’s Offi  ce.
PAY GRADE: Grade 4 ($17.66)

RATING METHOD: Final candidate names will be submitted to 
the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce for fi nal selection. 
CLOSING DATE: January 28, 2021

An Equal Opportunity Employer/Affi  rmative Action 
Employer

                                     Week of January 17, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSFARM EQUIPMENT

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED
LEGACY COOPERATIVE  

of Bisbee ND is seeking a quali ed 
GM/CEO. This is a BNSF grain shuttle 
loading facility and full service Grain, 
agronomy, and energy cooperative with 
sales of $200+ million with nine lo-
cations. Financial and personal man-
agement experience required. Email: 
resume to larry.fuller@midco.net or call 
Larry Fuller, 701/220-9775 for more info.

SPRINGBOARD FOR THE ARTS 
is hiring a Rural Program Manager! 
Based in Fergus Falls, work on na-
tional arts & community devel-
opment. Deadline February 5: 
https://springboardforthearts.org/rpmjob

OWN LAND IN MINNESOTA? 
Our hunters will pay top $$$ to lease 
your land. Call now for free info pack-
et: 866/309-1507 Ref# MN11721
w w w . B a s e C a m p L e a s i n g . c o m 

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds, plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice 
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming 
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

Advertise here statewide in 230+ newspapers for 
only $279 per week! Call 800-279-2979

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT SUDOKU ANSWERSSUDOKU ANSWERS
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/17/2021 Central

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/17/2021 Central
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320.629.3531

815 Main St. 
Pine City, MN 55063

• Furnaces 
• Boilers 
• On-Demand Water Heaters

Upgrade to a more effi cient unit before 
high heating costs take their toll.

Forecast: 
Brutal Winter

Ask Dale’s about potential utility rebates when 
you upgrade to high effi  cient equipment

PRESS RELEASE
COURIER@PINENET.COM

Payton Volk, a 6th-grade student at East Central 
Schools has taken the first step to become an in-
ternationally recognized artist by winning a local 
competition sponsored by the Sandstone Quarry 
Lions Club.

 Volk’s poster was among more than 450,000 
entries submitted worldwide in the annual Lions 
International Peace Poster Contest. Lions Clubs 
International is sponsoring the program to em-
phasize the importance of world peace to young 
people everywhere.

 “Peace begins with a smile,” the 11-year-old 
from Finlayson said. The poster was selected by 
a panel of judges list for its originality, artistic 
merit, and portrayal of the contest theme, “Peace 
through Service.” The judging was held on during 
the monthly Quarry Lions meeting on Monday, 
October 26.

 Karen Carlson Lions Club President said she 
was impressed by the expression and creativity 
of the students at both East Central and Harvest 
Christian School.  “It is obvious that these young 
people have strong ideas about what peace means 
to them. I’m so proud that we were able to provide 
them with the opportunity to share their visions.”

 “Our club is cheering for Volk as her poster 
advances in the competition and we hope that 
her vision will ultimately be shared with others 
around the world,” Carlson said.

Locally, Volk along with the second-place poster 
Hayden Loew and third-place poster Kaitlyn 
Tyson were honored for their participation at the 
November Quarry Lions meeting.

East Central 
students awarded 
for ‘Peace Posters’

Recently local Peace Poster 
contest winners received 
their prizes.  First prize win-
ner Payton Volk received a 
$50 cash prize.  Second place 
Hayden Loew received a $25 
cash prize.  Third place win-
ner Kaitlyn Tyson received 
a $10 cash prize.  The Peace 
Poster contest was spon-
sored by the Quarry Lions.

SUBMITTED | JULIE DOMAGALLA

Rehersals are underway for East Central’s One Act 
Play “Softy.” The competitions are set to be held vir-
tually with results to be announced on January 30.

East Central One Act goes virtual
East Central High School 

cast members have been pol-
ishing their performance for 
the One Act Competition.  For 
the first time in Minnesota, the 
MN high School League One 
Act competition will be a vir-
tual format.  The EC thespians 
are performing a play entitled 
Softy by John O’Brien.

The play, which must be 
a play in one act, focuses on 
terrorism.  A young woman 
named ‘Softy” is played by 
Emma Jansen, in an attempt 
to seek vengeance she plans an 
act of terrorism. 

The play practices have 
adhered to health precautions 
according to MN Public Health 
parameters.  The virtual for-
mat will necessitate the filming 
and recording of the play.  The 
judges will watch the record-
ings and two schools will 
advance to the next level.  The 
results of the subsections will 
be available on January 30th. 

Softly is directed by Michael 
Hertenstein and Assistant 
Director Alexander Finch.  

Cast List includes:
Adele, a young woman….Lexi 
Shaffer
David, her husband….. 
                          Austin Clennon
Waitress….. Arianna Keranen
   ...... Elizabeth Moyer
Softy……….. Emma Jansen
Woman, Interrogator……
    Cece Shervheim
Bodyguard...Noah Kosbab
Crew:
Lights/Sound………………….
Faith Shervheim,  
Ava Gutnecht
Prompter……………………….
Eric Quigley
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