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By MELISSA ST. AUDE
Staff Writer

CASA GRANDE — Sergio Pinon, 
14, looks forward to school every day.

A freshman in the Casa Grande Union 
High School FFA program, Pinon is 
raising a goat and a pig at the school and 
is also involved in the agricultural me-
chanics and welding courses.

“I love coming to school every day,” 
he said. “One thing I look forward to the 
most is my FFA classes.”

Pinon, who has raised market swines 
since childhood, said the CGUHS FFA 
program is helping him to develop 
his basic knowledge of livestock into 
well-rounded skills that extend beyond 
the classroom.

“FFA offers great opportunities for 
anybody and everybody,” he said. “I 

don’t live on a farm and I probably 
won’t be a farmer.”

Pinon’s future career goal is to be-
come a welder, a skill he’s learning at 
CGUHS in the agricultural welding pro-
gram.

“The skills I’m learning here will 
make me job-ready when I graduate,” he 
said. “But I do plan to go to CAC and go 
through their welding program.”

Pinon is currently the CGUHS FFA’s 
Greenhand president, representing his 
freshman class. He was one of several 
students recently to compete in FFA re-
gional competitions at Central Arizona 
College, and with a first-place team win 
in the agricultural mechanics event, he’s 
preparing for statewide competition.

He is one of several students investing 
in the school’s new poultry production 
program, which he said is teaching him 

about investment, chicken production 
and marketing.

Through the program, Pinon invested 
$60 of his own money. His investment 
will be pooled with that of other stu-
dents and used to purchase 200 chicks 
that will be raised, slaughtered, pro-
cessed and sold at the school.

The students in the seven-week pro-
gram will do all the work to raise the 
chickens and eventually sell them. At 
the end of the program the students will 
either make money off their initial in-
vestment or lose it.

“We learned up front that a lot can 
happen,” he said. “There are obstacles 
and uncertainties because chickens grow 
so fast.”

Pinon’s first experience with poultry 
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COOLIDGE

T
he year that Antonio Ortega 
won Reserve Grand Cham-
pion at the Pinal County 
Fair was the same year he 

bartered a number of his chick-
ens to buy the goat that would 
bring him the winning title.

A junior at Coolidge High 
School, Ortega grew up around 
animals and is no stranger when 
it comes to raising them. His 
parents owned a ranch, where he 
first began raising chickens.

Shortly after his family 
moved into the city limits, he 
decided to take up the practice 
again and began with just a few 
chicks he got from a relative.

Over time, the project became 
expansive — eventually includ-
ing over 100 chickens and, in 
some cases, even more.

“I started just selling them 
and buying them on craigslist,” 
he said. “Sometimes when I 
would hatch chicks, it was about 
200.”

In 2017, Ortega decided he 
wanted to participate in the 
county fair, which meant he 
needed to purchase a lamb, goat, 
calf or swine.

He placed an ad on craigslist, 
stating that he was hoping to sell 
enough chickens to raise money 
to buy a show animal.

Area resident Reagan Kemp-
ton, the owner of Kempton 
Show Goats, responded to the 
ad. She informed Ortega that 
she would be willing to trade 
one of her show goats for a few 
chickens.

A former FFA member, 

By MELISSA ST. AUDE
Staff Writer

CASA GRANDE — About 200 baby chicks 
will soon take up residence in small corner of the 
Casa Grande Union High School campus.

The birds will spend about seven weeks at the 
school, maturing, gaining weight and growing 
fat. While they’re on the campus, the birds’ care 
will be entrusted to a group of 10 students who 
each invested $60 in the school’s new poultry 
raising and production project.

At the end of seven weeks, the students will 
market the birds and slaughter and process them 
at the school in a program that aims to teach teens 
the complete lifecycle a poultry production op-
eration.

“We’re taking a business approach to this 
project,” said CGUHS FFA adviser Casey Farn-
sworth. “The students will invest their own mon-
ey. They’ll care for the chickens and process 
them for sale. They’ll see how the process works 
from start to finish and get the full experience.”

While students will end the program with job-
ready skills in the poultry production industry, 
Farnsworth said the program teaches them much 
more than job skills.

They’ll learn money and time management 
skills, the risks and rewards of investing and how 
to market their product.

“They can take this knowledge and start their 
own small-scale production,” he said. “It’s real 
world experience they can use just about any-
where.”

The project will begin when the baby chicks 
are delivered to the school, probably in early 
March.

“We’re waiting for the weather to warm up,” 
Farnsworth said.
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CGUHS FFA adviser Casey Farnsworth stands 
in a walk-in cooler in the school’s new poultry 
processing facility. Behind him, being stored 
in the cooler, are 90 heads of cabbage recently 
harvested from the school garden.

By MARK COWLING
Staff Writer

FLORENCE — Kyle Carpenter 
needed an FFA project in his sopho-
more year after his freshman project 
fizzled. A relative had just introduced 
him to beekeeping, so he got a couple 
of hives and tried to learn as much as 
he could.

Today Carpenter is a senior, and 
his sophomore project has become a 
little business.

He says he’d love to make even 
more honey, “but the problem with 

Arizona is there isn’t as much water, 
and it is very important for the bees 
to have enough water to make hon-
ey. If they can’t sustain numbers very 
well, then they’re not going to make 
as much.

“All of my bees are now African-
ized, which is kind of like a parasite 
breed. They do make a little more 
(honey), and they’re more resistant to 
heat. But they’re very aggressive and 
don’t mind killing themselves over 
a squirrel or something that comes 
within a couple of hundred feet of the 
beehive.”

Even approaching the hive in a 
truck, the sound of the engine will 
anger the bees and cause them to 
swarm. “It’s an experience,” Carpen-
ter said.

About 75 percent of crops need 
animal pollinators, which are often 
honeybees. Environmentalists have 
warned of declining bee colonies in 
recent years.

“This is just a little business. But 
I do think the bees are more import-
ant than everyone thinks. When I was 
little, I used to think bees were pests 
and they had no purpose. But now 

that I’m a beekeeper, I understand 
the meaning. It’s not just honey, it’s 
everything… .”

Carpenter’s bees will visit fields 
if they need to, but they get most of 
what they need from desert plants.

He plans to keep bees beyond high 
school as a hobby.

“It’s not much of a business unless 
you’re very large-scale. But the way 
I’m set, I can make a little money off 
of it, and it’s interesting to me,” Car-
penter said.

To buy his honey, call 520-723-
5705.

Bee project turns into a ‘little business’

Wheeling, dealing and winning
“It’s almost contagious what he does and what he loves and the passion he spreads.”
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