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Local Forecast
 High low rain%
Wednesday 102 66 0

Thursday 103 66 0

Friday 102 65 1

Saturday 100 65 0

Sunday 97 60 0

Monday 95 63 0

Tuesday 100 67 0

Total rainfall for year 1.44 inches.

There were 205,453 acre feet of water 

behind Coolidge Dam as of Tuesday 

morning. Water in storage a year ago 

was 148,824 acre feet.

Last Week: N/A  
Year-To-Date: N/A
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Howell: Even oldest profession seeks relief • 2

2 Pinal scouts earn highest honors • TVD1

Soccer players train creatively • 8

By ROFIDA KHAIRALLA
Staff Writer

COOLIDGE — The coronavi-
rus outbreak may have forced mu-
nicipalities to make adjustments 
in their operations, but the theme 
reiterated by city and town man-
agers throughout Pinal County is 
that for local governments it’s still 
business as usual.

City and town managers from 
across Pinal County participated 
in a forum as part of Pinal Partner-
ship’s virtual breakfast held Fri-
day morning via Zoom. More than 
300 people registered for the vir-
tual call, where local government 

leaders addressed how their oper-
ations and their communities have 
been reshaped by COVID-19.

Across the board, communi-
ties like Apache Junction, Casa 
Grande, Coolidge and Maricopa 
have closed commonly used facil-
ities, such as libraries and recre-
ation centers, to the public.

In Coolidge, council and staff 
members inside the chambers are 
distanced six feet apart on the dais 
and the floor. Although the city is 
still holding public hearings on 
certain agenda items, call to the 

public has been canceled.
Coolidge City Manager Rick 

Miller noted that recreational ac-
tivities provided by the city of 
Coolidge have been impacted.

The city has canceled all 
city-operated youth recreational 
sports and may be unable to open 
the city pool for the summer if the 
parks department is unable to train 
its lifeguards, which the depart-
ment currently cannot do in light 
of social distancing.

In the case of communities like 
Florence, the measures also in-
cluded restricting public access 
to all municipal buildings includ-
ing town hall. According to Town 

Manager Brent Billingsley, the 
closures were made over concern 
of the ample opportunity the vi-
rus may have to spread due to the 
presence of multiple prisons with-
in the community.

“We have six different prisons 
in town (and) the primary employ-
er in the town is the prisons,” he 
said. “When you have group quar-
ter populations, the spread of the 
virus and the threat of the virus is 
enhanced from the normal popu-
lation. It’s very difficult to social 
distance in the prison.”

Another concern, Billingsley 
noted, was the potential for the 
virus to spread beyond the prisons 

given that prison employees and 
their families live in Florence.

“We are still open, and our em-
ployees are still here with respect 
to doing business, and keeping 
business maintained as usual, it’s 
just electronic,” he said. “It’s by 
phone, it’s by computer, it’s by 
Zoom meeting, etc.”

But other local governments 
were reluctant to close their doors 
to the public altogether, and in-
stead are currently asking patrons 
to follow a number of social dis-
tancing guidelines.

“We typically have a pretty 

Managers talk impact of COVID-19 on cities, towns
PinalPartnership

ARTISAN VILLAGE

By ROFIDA KHAIRALLA
Staff Writer

COOLIDGE — The city of Coolidge will be 
taking over responsibility for the Artisan Village of 
Coolidge’s lease with the Coolidge Unified School 
District following a 5-0 vote.

According to City Attorney Denis Fitzgibbons, the 
approval of the item, which was placed on Monday 
evening’s city council agenda, names the city as the 
assignee of the agreement between the Artisan Vil-
lage’s parent organization — the Coolidge Perform-
ing Arts Center Foundation — and the district.

The option to take over the lease was brought be-
fore council after City Manager Rick Miller received 
a letter from CPAC Foundation President Mike Hen-
ry, declaring that the foundation was having difficulty 
meeting its lease agreement obligations.

According to the letter, under the terms of the 
agreement between CUSD and the foundation, the 
non-profit withholds the right to reassign the agree-
ment to another entity.

Assuming responsibility for the lease would mean 
that the city would terminate making payments to 
the CPAC Foundation and the AVC, which currently 
amounts to about $23,000 per year. Instead, the city 
would direct those payment toward the lease.

However, the decision also means that the city will 
pay an additional $7,000 per year to the district under 
the current terms of the lease.

As outlined by its current agreement with CUSD, 
the AVC is required to pay $2,500 per month toward 
its lease. The monthly payments were scheduled to 
grow on a yearly basis until 2024, when the Village 
would have been asked to pay the remaining balance 
on the property — $119,000— in order to purchase 
it.

The CPAC Foundation, according to a council ac-
tion form submitted by city staff, does not generate 

By ROFIDA KHAIRALLA
Staff Writer

COOLIDGE — With a volatile stock market cre-
ated by the current pandemic, the city of Coolidge is 
moving forward with plans for construction of a $5 
million aquatic center and road improvements along 
Northern Avenue in hopes of using that volatility to 
its advantage.

The City Council approved a pre-construction 
contract with Hayden Building Corporation, offi-
cially putting plans into gear for the development of 
the brand new aquatic center, at Monday’s regularly 
scheduled meeting.

Roadway improvements along Northern Avenue 
between Arizona Boulevard and Ninth Street and the 

Coolidge Unified School District photos

Food service personnel and members of the technology department, at top, are among the Coolidge Unified School 
District employees working face-to-face with the public during the COViD-19 pandemic.

By ROFIDA KHAIRALLA
Staff Writer

COOLIDGE — On March 12, the Coolidge Uni-
fied School District announced plans to cancel spring 
intersession amid heightened concerns about the glob-
al spread of COVID-19.

The initial plan, as discussed amongst administrators 
and members of the Governing Board during the regularly 
scheduled meeting in March, was to enable custodial staff 
to sanitize all school campuses and district offices during 
spring break in hopes of curbing the spread of the virus.

But by the end of March, when Gov. Doug Ducey 
and Superintendent of Public Instruction Kathy Hoff-
man announced extended school closures, matters 
dramatically changed for CUSD teachers, students, 
parents and staff.

In the midst of rapid changes and concerns over the 
individual health and well being of millions of Ari-
zonans, some school district departments are working 

‘Here for our 
community’
Food service, IT staff provide 
support during school closures

COOLIDGE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
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