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Exploring the realms of history, science, nature and technology

BACKYARD BUGS
Insects make up the largest group of animals on the 
planet, and your neighborhood park or backyard is 
home to an entire world of them. Communities of 

termites, ants, wasps, bees, butterflies, moths, beetles 
and many other species can be easily observed if you 

take the time to look for them. 

Luna Moth

AND THEIR LIFE CYCLES

This is one of the 
largest moths 
in North  
America.

Mosquitoes
There are more than 3,300  
species of mosquitoes. The 

word mosquito is Spanish for 
“little fly.” A female can  lay up 

to 300 eggs at one time and up 
to 3,000 in her lifetime. 

Mosquitoes are more than  
just pests; they can  

carry diseases. 

Eggs

Prepupa

Pupa Larva

Mosquitoes lay their eggs in still water. You can discourage 
mosquitoes by emptying containers that have collected water.

Mud 
dauber 
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There are more than 100,000 species of wasps.  
They live everywhere except polar and subpolar regions.
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Termites
Of the more than 3,000 species, 

many can damage wood buildings 
or destroy crops, but termites play 
an important role as food for many 
animals (including humans). They 

also help nature recycle  
waste material such as dead  

wood and plants.
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Winged alates 
(adult swarmers)
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Termite colonies eat nonstop, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. They feed mostly on dead 
plant material and cellulose, usually in the form 
of wood, leaf litter, soil or animal dung.

The four stages of 
butterfly life, egg, 
caterpillar, pupa 
and adult, are 

known as  
metamorphosis.

Ants
There more than 10,000  

species of ants. They eat both 
plants and animals.

Anatomy 101
A typical insect has three parts  
to its body and three pairs of legs.  
Insects do not have backbones; they are 
supported by a kind of skeleton outside of 
their bodies, called an exoskeleton.

Ladybugs
Also known as 
ladybirds, these 

beetles are  
favored by  
gardeners.

Eggs

Pupa
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When beetle eggs hatch, 
larvae (grubs) are born. 

The larvae grow and shed 
their skin (molt) several 

times before turning  
into a pupa.

Pupa
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Founded in 1982 by Phil and Julie Bond along with their 
daughter, Susan Bond Hillary (by marriage). Phil Bond, 
Horticulturist at CAC - Central Arizona College, is a 
dedicated member of the FFA South district, originally 
growers and providers of farm fresh tomatoes to the 
Safeway grocery store from 1985-1995. Through the 
years it has turned into a nursery provider and grower of 
Sonoran desert plants. Come and visit us, take a stroll 
through our nursery and we know you’ll enjoy your day 
here and come back again for more fresh air.
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