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WALRUSES

Its large size, long ivory tusks and distinctive
whiskers make the walrus easily recognizable.
This marine mammal can be found in the Arctic

Ocean and adjacent seas.

Northern people

Native peoples of the
Arctic region still hunt
walruses — as they
have done for many
hundreds of years. The
walrus has played an
important role in the
cultures of many
indigenous Arctic
peoples. They have
hunted the walrus for
its meat, fat, skin,
tusks and bone.
They use the walrus
for subsistence and
other purposes.

The walrus also
plays an important
role in the religion

and folklore of many
Arctic peoples.

alrul;es have an air
sac under the throat that
helps the animal float.

Carved \
walrus tusk )

Walrus skin is wrinkled
and very thick.

They may look bald, but walrus
skin is covered by a thin layer of
small, coarse hairs.

The basics

The walrus is a pinniped, or
fin-footed mammal, and is
closely related to seals and
sea lions. There are two sub-
species of walrus: the Pacific
walrus and the Atlan-

tic walrus. The Pacific

Did you

know?

Walruses are high-
ly social and tend
to gather in groups
ranging from just a
few to more than

a thousand.

Walrus tusks are
actually elongated
canine teeth that

grow continuously

The walrus can turn its rear flippers
forward and move on all fours when
on land or ice
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Walruses live mostly in

shallow waters above the
continental shelves. They can
swim to depths of about 300
feet (100 m) but usually do not
go much deeper than 65 to 100
feet (20 to 30 m).

Male walruses are territorial.
Dominant males stay with
several females within their
territory and defend their
females from other males.

Walruses are considered to be
a keystone species, which
means they have a large and
important impact on their
environment.

SOURCES: World Book Encyclopedia, World Book Inc.; https:/Awww:.britannica.com; https://en.wikipedia.org; https://arcticwwf.org/species/walrus; https://oceana.org/marine-life/walrus
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