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Great horned owl
populations rise and
fall along with that of

its favorite prey, the ] : A By Laurie Triefeldt
snowshoe hare. % ) . Snowy owls live in the frozen tundra of North America, feeding on lemmings

Did you know? Many owls have ear
tufts on the top of their heads. These

\ . . feathers are not part of the ears, but
Exploring the realms of history, science, nature and technology are used to communicate.

(This tends to be a / and hares. Unlike most other owl species, these large owls hunt in daylight.
10-year cycle.) / N \ \\ These mOStly nOCturnal Snowy owls feed on hares and small rodents, especially lemmings.
Length: 18-27 ko . . Adults eat three to five lemmings each day (about 1,600 per year).

inches (46-68 cm) £ \ N\ \ s blr dS Of Pfey come 1n Female snowy owls lay three to five eggs when food is scarce and
Wingspan: / - B\ . d 1 up to 11 eggs when food is plentiful.

49 inches many S1ZES and COlOors. Scientists have recorded a snowy owl in the wild that lived

(1.24 m) to be 9 years and 5 months old. A captive snowy owl once

Weight OWIS arc knOWH fOI‘ lived for 28 years.

ek /G JUSC ¥ their silent flight and

‘ haunting calls. There
are more than 200
species of owls found

for silent flight.

Many owls have special
% flight feathers adapted
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in a variety of habitats \[*

around the world. S
;' A snowy owl’s feet are

covered with feathers. It
is one of the largest North
American ow! species.
As with most owl species,
male snowy owls are
smaller than females.

Length: 20-27 inches
(51-69 cm)

Wingspan: Up to 5.5 feet
(1.7m)

Weight: Up to 6.6 pounds

(3kg)

Greater wing coverts ‘§ \

Primary wing feathers
3 A group of owls is

called a parliament,
wisdom or study.

Snowy owl \
populations tend

to reflect that of their
favorite food,

the lemming.
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The great gray owl
is also known as the

Owls have
stout, upright

bodies and great gray ghost,
*” N \\ short tails. phantom of the North,
cinereous owl, spec-

Just 19 owl
species are native
to North America.

tral owl, Lapland owl,
spruce owl, bearded
owl and sooty owl.
This owl is the official

Median wing
coverts

Barn owls

There are 16 species of barn owls.

These owls are easily recognized Lesser wing coverts Facial bird of Manitoba,
. disk Canada. It tends to fly

by their heart-shaped faces. Secondary dlose to the ground,
This distinct facial shape helps wing feathers and it can be
the owl collect and amplify sound, aggressive
if it thinks its

giving it a keen sense of hearing,
which it uses to locate prey. These
medium-sized birds have a wingspan
of about 3.5 feet (1 m). in mythology,

Like all owls, barn owls feed ona  owls are often
variety of small animals, including ~ associated with

mice, moles, rabbits and squirrels. ‘;"F')?r?t‘;m or evil

nestis in

True owls

There are about 190 species of true owls. True
owls range in size from the tiny elf owl, with a Many owls have
wingspan of about 10.5 inches (27 cm), tothe  feathers on their
large Eurasian eagle owl, with a wingspan of legs and toes.

about 6 feet (1.8 m). Talons _ Cornea
(claws) Toes

Cross-section of an owl eye

Scleral
bone

True owls have a large head with a round
facial disc. Their feathers are usually a mottled

brown or gray, which serves as a form _ Owls have forward facing eyes,
of camouflage. giving them blnogular vision similar
to humans — this means that they

can see an object with both eyes

at the same time. Owls have very
limited eye movement within the eye
socket. The owl must turn its head
to see in different directions.

(&

Raising baby

All owls lay pure white, round
eggs. They do not build nests,
but will use ready-made sites
like the abandoned nests of
other birds or the holes in
trees made by woodpeck-
ers. Owlets sometimes leave
the nest before they can fly.

Did you know? An owl has three eyelids: one for blinking, one
for sleeping and one for keeping the eye clean and healthy.
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Length:
24-33 inches

Owls can swallow small
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; ; ; prey whole. Ten to 16 \
ggfgnf;av)\;itlﬂ :)Oeu:g's"::é t:aeI:;. gvat’ﬂ}gy Fhours after eating, owls \/\\ {\\: 5’?’1 -84 om)
- row up hard pellets (or \ Ingspan:
If you find a baby owl on the called an castings) of bones, fur, 60 inches
ground, resist the temptation ~ °"et teeth, feathers and other (1.52m)
to touch it, and let nature take undigestable material. ng'g::; i
its course. Owlets are quite (1' 2kg)

good at looking after themselves.
http://aviary.owls.com; http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca;https:/www.allaboutbirds.org

—

SOURCES: World Book Encyclopedia, World Book Inc.; http://birding.about.com; http://www.owlpages.com; \‘
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