
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

There is no statutory requirement for a "call to the public"; it is a privilege, not a right, and given at the discretion 
of the Board of Supervisors.  A "call to the public" is the time period for members of the public to address the 
Board of Supervisors on any item of concern or to provide public input relating to subject matter within the Board 
of Supervisors authority or jurisdiction. 

Individuals and/or organizations wishing to speak during Call to the Public are encouraged to sign in with the 
Clerk.  During the time set aside for public comment on the agenda, the Chairman will call forth individuals signed 
up.  

Guidelines: 
1. Fifteen minutes before the start of the meeting there will be public comment cards for members of the 

public to sign up if they wish to speak before the Board.  After all individuals who signed up for Public 
Comment have spoken, the Chairman may ask if there are additional individuals who would like to speak.

2. Speakers should adhere to the following protocol:
a. Sign in with the Clerk before the meeting
b. At the speakers’ podium please state your name and address
c. Address comments to the Board as a whole
d. Give written statements and other supporting material to the Clerk.  Please note that written 

statements are made a part of the permanent records of the Board.  In addition, if the speaker is 
unable to complete the presentation in the time allotted, a copy of supporting materials will be 
provided to the Board.

3. Up to three minutes will be allowed for each presenter to speak.  A warning system (card or light) may be 
used to time presentations.

4. If the individual represents a group, the individual may ask group members to stand while the individual 
speaks, as opposed to having each member speak on the same issue.

5. In order to maintain civility and respect for all points of view, there will be no clapping, booing or any 
other verbal form of support or nonsupport. Any person making personal, impertinent, or slanderous 
remarks or who become boisterous while addressing the Board or engages in electioneering 60 days before 
a primary or general election, shall be asked to refrain from such and if they refuse and continue, may be 
removed at the discretion of the Chairperson.  Continued unauthorized remarks from the audience, 
stamping of feet, whistling, yelling, booing, clapping, cheering or similar demonstrations may be grounds 
for removal.

6. Debate or dialogue with the Board is not allowed during Call to the Public. Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.01 
(H), if it's not an agenda item, the Board response is limited to:

• Asking staff to study the matter
• Request placement on a future agenda
• Respond to criticism 

These three responses must take place at the conclusion of the call to the public. 

7. Use of the projection system is reserved for staff.  If a member of the public is providing a presentation,
please provide 8 copies to the Clerk of the Board (5 copies for the Board and the remaining copies for the
County Manager, County Attorney, and Clerk).

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/38/00431-01.htm
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