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Book Talk by Dan Deneve
Hannah Captures Sense of War in Emotional Story ‘The Nightingale’
Although I am late to read, The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah lived up to everything I had heard and read about it. Published two years ago, I can’t recommend this book enough.  
Set in Paris, France during WWII, the book centers around two sisters and their father in Nazi-occupied France. The relationship between the three is strained, especially since the father has never been the same after coming home from the Great War. After WWI, the father’s wife dies, and unable to raise his daughters alone, the girls are sent to one orphanage and boarding school after another. Vianne, the older sister, copes, finds love at 14 and marries later in life. Isabelle though, rebels, eventually causing a rift between her and Vianne. Despite the horrors of war, it is during WWII that Isabelle finds her place in life. Isabelle realizes what she needs to do for the war effort, and finds love during that time. Vianne, on the other hand, has to contend with a husband who has gone off to war. Like her sister, Vianne finds her meaning in the war.  Additionally, throughout this story is one character’s present-day situation and how WWII has impacted it. 
In the supporting characters, we find all the usual traits: heroism, sacrifice, honor, dignity, trust, stealth, and even treachery, when neighbors turn on one another just to stay alive or keep their families from dying of hunger.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have to say this book moved me in a way most books don’t. I couldn’t put the book down and I couldn’t wait to get back to it. Furthermore, Hannah drew me in and the story was believable throughout. Every human characteristic is displayed for better or for worse. Even philosophical questions of how far one would go to bend their values and social norms to accomplish a greater good are addressed by the characters. 
It has been said that war is hell, and Hannah captures that sense in a profound, moving way in this story. While giving us an emotional story, Hannah is able to force the reader to question what they would have done, or even how they would think, in the place of The Nightingale’s characters. For me, this book was very bittersweet. Dana Point Library owns a copy of this book.
The Seaside Book Club meets at the Dana Point Library every fourth Monday of the month at 10:30 a.m. Registration is not required. For a list of featured titles, call the library at 949.496.5517. Copies of the current title are available at the library service desk.
==
