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Dana Point Resident Recovering After Las Vegas Shooting 
THE LATEST: Dana Point resident Natalie Grumet, 37, suffered a large gunshot wound to the face in the mass shooting at the Route 91 Harvest Music Festival at the Mandalay Bay Hotel in Las Vegas on Oct. 1 that left 59 people dead and hundreds injured.
According to a close family friend of Grumet’s who wishes to remain anonymous, the bullet supposedly entered near Grumet’s cheek and exited through her jawline. The family friend also told the Dana Point Times that Grumet underwent three individual surgeries, including a tracheotomy to support reliable breathing, a feeding tube has been inserted and her jaw has been wired shut for healing.
After multiple surgeries, she is recovering in a Las Vegas hospital, awaiting stabilization that will allow her to be transferred back to South Orange County. 
As of Oct. 5, the family friend told the Dana Point Times that Grumet is conscious and sitting up, communicating through hand signals with family and friends, including husband Jason, who was also at the concert. 
WHAT’S NEXT: Grumet will continue her recovery at Sunshine Hospital and Medical Center in Las Vegas. Friends and family have set up a GoFundMe account with the aim to move Natalie to a more localized, and less overwhelmed, Orange County facility within the next few days. As of press deadline, the GoFundMe for Grumet has raised over $90,000 since Oct. 1. Stay tuned at www.danapointimes.com for updates on Grumet as they become available. –Daniel Ritz
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Flutes Given to CUSD Students May Have Been Tainted with Semen, California DOJ Investigating
THE LATEST: Students in the Capistrano Unified School District and other school districts across Southern California may have come into contact with flutes that were contaminated with semen, according to statements issued by school district officials.
CUSD sent an email on Sept. 29 alerting parents that the district was notified on Sept. 28 of a pending California Department of Justice investigation involving an individual who provided flutes to children during a music education program that may have been “inappropriately contaminated with the suspect’s bodily fluid.” The district specified that the suspect is not a district employee.
CUSD’s chief communications officer Ryan Burris said in the email correspondence that the suspect conducted the music program at some of the district’s school sites, but did not identify the schools in question. Burris said that as part of the program, “students may have received a flute made of PVC plastic piping and a single wine cork that they could decorate.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]“In an abundance of caution, we are asking all families who may have had children participate in this type of program either at school or within the community to remove these flutes from your child’s possession and place them in a sealed paper bag,” Burris stated. 
 “We understand this is deeply upsetting to our families and that you may be seeking more details than we can provide,” Burris said. “The California Department of Justice and the US Postal Inspection Service are continuing their investigation and we are not able to provide further details until they conclude this matter.”
“We care deeply about our community, and the children in our community, and we have immediately terminated our affiliation with this program,” Uchida said. 
WHAT’S NEXT: Burris said in an email on Oct. 4 that an update would be sent to CUSD families later that day. The new information was not available as of press time.
To view the initial email alert from CUSD, find this story on www.danapointimes.com  —Allison Jarrell

==
City Council Denies Waves Resort Appeal by Surfrider Foundation
Waves Resort Appeal Denied
THE LATEST: On Oct. 3, in a unanimous vote, Dana Point City Council members denied an appeal by the Surfrider Foundation to the previously approved Planning Commission development permit for a waves resort titled CDP17-0008. 
Rick Erkeneff, Chairman of Surfrider Foundation of South Orange County, spoke on behalf of the appellate. Erkeneff and Surfrider made claims that the proposed structure, to be built on city Planning Area Four(PA4), is linked to a designed structure to be built on Planning Area Nine(PA9), and that through this design linkage disobeys the 2004 Headlands Development and Conservation Plan (H.D.C.P). Surfrider claimed it was possible that through the design approved by the Planning Commission, that the two structures would disobey not only land coverage ordinances, but go over the allotted key allowance of 90 rooms. 
City staff commented that the previously approved permit met, and superseded Coastal Commission and H.D.C.P standards for both allowed keys (rooms) and space utilization by showing that the H.D.C.P does not conclusively determine that combination to exceed any of H.D.C.P or any other ordinances allowances.  
 “The (H.D.C.P) is multi-use. It was made that way,” Matt Schneider, Dana Point Planning Manager said. “It is a planning document, a policy document, a regulatory document. Depending on what you are using it for, it can be open to interpretation.” 
WHAT’S NEXT: After the decision, Erkeneff said he was “disappointed in the council’s decision,” and said he supported his claims in his closing statements. The project will be moving forward in accordance to the previously approved Planning Commission permit. –DR
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Mayor Lewis Appoints New Financial Review Member
THE LATEST: At the recent Dana Point City Council meeting Oct. 3, Mayor Debra Lewis announced the appointment of Joseph Jaeger to the Financial Review Committee seat previously held by Toni Nelson, who recently stepped down from the position due to family health issues. 
Jaeger, who has lived in Dana Point since 2011, is a graduate of Fairfield University and has attended graduate courses at Harvard Business School. He has held a variety of chief executive and chief financial officer positions.
WHAT’S NEXT: Jaeger will take his seat in the next Financial Review Committee meeting to be held at City Council Chambers on Tuesday, Oct. 24. –DR
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Officials Shine Light on Opioid and Heroin Epidemic in South Orange County 
THE LATEST: State Assemblyman Bill Brough and State Senator Patricia Bates, in partnership with the Capistrano Unified School District and the Orange County Sheriff’s Department, hosted a presentation at San Juan Hills High School on Oct. 3 on increased opioid and heroin use in South Orange County. 
The group of speakers presented information about local and national drug use trends, warning signs, progress with new policies addressing drug trafficking, and solutions such as educating the public and having first responders distribute the medication naloxone to reduce the number of opioid overdoses. 
WHAT’S NEXT: Dr. Bharath Chakravarthy, associate professor of clinical emergency medicine and public health at UC Irvine, said if there’s one thing he hoped audience members took away from the event, it’s the importance of safely disposing of prescription drugs at home. 
To view OC Health Care Agency’s complete report on 2017 Opioid Overdose and Death in Orange County, visit www.ochealthinfo.com.  
To view a video of the entire presentation, check out the online version of this story, or follow Senator Pat Bates on Facebook (@senatorpatbates). —AJ
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