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ORLANDO, Fla. — Calling preparations for 
the 2020 Census “conspicuously deficient,” 
the NAACP is suing the U.S. Census Bureau, 
demanding that the agency send more work-
ers into the field and spend more money on 
encouraging people to participate in the once-
a-decade head count.

The civil rights group and Prince George’s 
County, a majority African-American county 
in Maryland, filed the lawsuit last Friday 
in federal court in Maryland. It claims the 
Census Bureau wasn’t planning to put enough 
workers in the field and hadn’t opened up a 
sufficient number of field offices.

The lawsuit also faulted the bureau for 
conducting limited testing, particularly 
when, for the first time, it is encouraging 
most respondents to answer the question-
naire online.

The 2020 census will help determine the 
distribution of $1.5 trillion in federal spending 
and how many congressional seats each state 
gets. It starts for a few residents next week in a 
remote part of Alaska, but most people won’t 
be able to begin answering the questionnaire 
until mid-March.

“These deficiencies will result in a massive 
and differential undercount of communities 
of color,” the lawsuit said. “Such a dramatic 
undercount will especially dilute the votes 
of racial and ethnic minorities, deprive their 
communities of critical federal funds, and 
undervalue their voices and interests in the 
political arena.”

The Census Bureau didn’t immediate-
ly respond to an email for comment on 
Monday. The bureau plans to hire as many 
as 500,000 temporary workers, mostly to 
help knock on the doors of homes where 
people haven’t  yet  responded to t he 
census. Although that is less than in 2010, 
t he agenc y has said it doesn’t need as 
many workers this year because of tech-
nological advances, such as the ability of 
workers to collect information on their 
mobile devices.

An earlier version of the lawsuit was first 
filed in 2018, but it was dismissed by the dis-
trict court. An appellate court last month 
ruled some of the claims could be raised 
again in the amended complaint filed Friday. 
In previous court papers, the Census Bureau 
has called the lawsuit “meritless.”

The  Associated Press
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Philadelphia has a new 
weapon in its arsenal to 
crack down on motorists 
speeding on Roosevelt Bou-
levard: Automated speed 
enforcement cameras.

On Monday, the Phila-
delphia Parking Authori-
ty (PPA) began installing 
32 speed cameras as part 
of a pilot program along 
the city’s most dangerous 
road. The cameras w ill 
dole out tickets to speed-
ers around May follow-
ing a 60-day “wa r ning 
period.”

The speed cameras will 
work to reduce traffic-re-
lated injuries and fatali-
ties, and complement the 
nine red l ight cameras 
already operating on the 
12.6-mile corridor that 
winds through North and 
Northeast Philadelphia, 
PPA Executive Director 
Scott Petri said. He did not 
immediately have cost esti-
mates for the pilot program.

“We believe red light 
cameras save lives,” Petri 
said, “and we believe the 
installation of speed cam-
eras will save lives.”

Aya Batrawy

DU BA I, Un ited A rab 
Emirates — A flurry of dip-
lomatic visits and meetings 
crisscrossing the Persian 
Gulf have driven urgent 
efforts in recent days to 
defuse the possibility of all-
out war after the U.S. killed 
Iran’s top military com-
mander.

Global leaders and top 
diplomats are repeating the 
mantra of “de-escalation” 
and “dialogue,” yet none 
have publicly laid out a path 
to achieving either.

The United States and Iran 
have said they do not want 
war, but fears have grown 
that the crisis could spin 
out of Tehran’s or Washing-

ton’s control. Tensions have 
careened from one crisis 

High-gear diplomacy aims 
to avert U.S., Iran conflict

Oman’s new Sultan Haitham bin Tariq Al Said, right, 
receives Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif, after his 
arrival to attend an official mourning ceremony for the late 
Sultan Qaboos, in Muscat, Oman.  — OMAN NEWS AGENCY VIA AP
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Sen. Cory Booker announced Monday 
that he will end his campaign after fail-
ing to qualify for the Democratic debate 
planned for Tuesday in Iowa.

“It was a difficult decision to make, but I 
got in this race to win, and I’ve always said 
I wouldn’t continue if there was no longer 
a path to victory,” Booker said in an email 
to supporters Monday.

The New Jersey Democrat’s announce-
ment came a day before six presidential 
candidates will participate in the CNN/
Des Moines Register’s debate in Des 
Moines, Iowa. He did not qualify for the 
event. It also came as the Senate gears up 
for the impeachment trial of President 
Donald Trump.

“Our campaign has reached the point 
where we need more money to scale up 
and continue building a campaign that 
can win — money we don’t have, and 
money that is harder to raise because I 
won’t be on the next debate stage and 
because the urgent business of impeach-
ment will rightly be keeping me in Wash-

ington,” Booker wrote.
His announcement marks another 

departure of a high-profile Black candi-
date from the 2020 race. After not making 
the December debate, Booker criticized 
the rules that kept him from qualifying 
for the event and was outspoken about the 
growing lack of diversity on stage.

The New Jersey Democrat ran for presi-
dent aiming to restore a sense of commu-
nity and mend the moral fabric of Amer-
ica.

Booker launched his candidacy in 
February 2019 with a message he would 
remain faithful to throughout his cam-
paign, calling on Americans who are feel-
ing “a common pain” to come together in 
“common purpose” for greater justice and 
systemic change.

Booker pressed for reforming t he 
nation’s gun laws, including establish-
ing a national gun license program. He 
advocated expansive criminal justice 
reform, including legalizing marijuana 
and expunging records of those already 
convicted for marijuana-related crimes. 
And Booker frequently shone a light on 

policy blind spots concerning marginal-
ized communities, citing his own low-in-
come, minority-majority neighborhood in 
Newark.

But unlike some of his rivals, Booker 
focused less on policy than on the “spiri-
tual” side of the presidency. He viewed the 
White House as a moral post from which 
to inspire and guide a dispirited nation.

Even as his campaign failed to pick 
up steam, Booker rejected pivoting from 
that message or overhauling his strategy. 
Instead, he continued to preach the need 
for “radical love” — resisting the political 
incentive structure, in the age of Trump, 
that rewards channeling the anger of some 
Democratic activists.

At times, Booker’s stump speech could 
assume the quality of a TED Talk or a 
sermon, moving members of the audience 
to tears and converting many to support-
ers. But ultimately that small-scale pas-
sion did not translate into broader support 
for Booker, who polled in the low single 
digits for much of his campaign.

Booker Drops Bid

N.J. Democrat’s exit marks another departure of a 
high-profile Black candidate from presidential race

Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., speaks with attendees after a campaign event in Mount Vernon, Iowa. 
Booker has dropped out of the presidential race after failing to qualify for the December primary debate.— AP PHOTO/PATRICK SEMANSKY
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