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As Philadelphia’s new police 
commissioner, Danielle Outlaw, 
starts her first week on the job, City 
Councilwoman Cherelle Parker 
wants to send her a loud and clear 
message about what residents in her 
new hometown want.

“What could be more empower-
ing for a new commissioner than 
to say, ‘Hey I know this is import-
ant’? Not because an elected offi-

cial who’s here today, who could 
be gone tomorrow, said it. No, I 
know because I have these num-
bers from residents in the City of 
Philadelphia,” Parker said.

Parker quietly introduced an 
ordinance last mont h t hat, i f 
enacted, would put a question 
about “stop and frisk” on Novem-
ber’s ballot. Voters will be asked 
whether to change Philadelphia’s 
City Charter, requesting that the 
Police Department “eliminate 
the practice of unconstitutional 

stop and frisk,” a racially charged 
policing tool, rooted in efforts to 
reduce gun violence, in which 
police stop and pat down people 
they believe might be carrying 
weapons.

The ordinance is nonbinding, 
meaning it’s largely symbolic. 
Parker said it’s valuable nonetheless, 
especially for Outlaw, who is taking 
the reins of the department as the 
city’s police union negotiates a new 
contract.

The bargaining process, a nor-

mally sleepy affair, has attracted 
considerable attention from reform-
ers after a scandal-plagued year that 
saw more than a dozen police offi-
cers leave the force early, including 
the man Outlaw, 43, was hired to 
replace.

Former Commissioner Richard 
Ross abruptly resigned in August 
after it came to light in an ongo-
ing sexual harassment case that 
he allegedly retaliated against a 
female officer after an alleged affair 
between the two fizzled out.

The following month, the depart-
ment revealed that it targeted 15 
officers for dismissal over offensive 
social media posts. Only four of 
them stayed on the job long enough 
to actually be fired.

“Now is the time to put forward 
this question,” Parker said. “I’m 
hoping that the results of when 
the people speak on this issue, it 
will even further strengthen the 
Police Department’s resolve and 
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State leaders have pledged to rein 
in convenience stores that are the 
site of drug dealing, prostitution and 
public drunkenness in the city.

Members of Philadelphia’s dele-
gation of state representatives will 
propose new regulations for estab-
lishments where alcohol is sold, typ-
ically referred to as “stop-and-gos,” 
during the upcoming negotiations 
on the budget, which is due by July 
1. The state prevents municipalities 
from regulating retail establish-
ments that sell alcohol.

State Sen. Anthony Williams (D-8) 

said the new regulations will target 
irresponsible business owners who 
make neighborhoods less safe.

“We’re coming for you and we’re 
going to make changes that are going 
to affect the way you operate within 
our communities,” he said.

Williams spoke during the first gath-
ering of the Nuisance Establishment 
Task Force, which met on Monday at 
the Yesha Grand Ballroom in South 
Philadelphia. The task force, which he 
led, brought together state and city lead-
ers, law enforcement and activists.

Among the proposals put forward 
were:
• Creating a new liquor license clas-

sification for stop-and-gos; 

• Reducing the amount of liquor 
licenses in Philadelphia;

• Creating a smartphone app that 
would allow the public to report 
violations; and

• Requiring businesses with liquor 
l icenses to prov ide a publ ic 
restroom.
But city leaders wanted more.
Thomas Farley, the city’s Health 

Commissioner, called on state leg-
islators to give greater authority to 
municipalities to take actions that 
would lead to the revocation of liquor 
licenses.

“These are real problems in com-
munities and we would like to be 
able to have the stop-and-gos either 

come into compliance and be more 
like a real restaurant or, frankly go 
out of business,” Farley said.

C o u n c i l w o m a n  M a r i a 
Quiñones-Sánchez said neighbor-
hoods remained overburdened 
with liquor establishments. She 
was frustrated that complaints 
filed against nuisance businesses 
led nowhere.

“We can’t seem to close some of 
these folks down,” she said.

Quiñones-Sánchez, who rep-
resents the 7th District, called on 
the state to redefine space and food 
regulations, and to inspect the busi-
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Mayor Jim Kenney is touting Philly as a 
pro-business city.

“Let’s please put to rest once and for all 
that Philly is ‘bad for business,’” he said, 
speaking to members of the Chamber of 
Commerce for Greater Philadelphia on 
Tuesday afternoon.

“Companies, including those who have 
the power and the money to be anywhere in 
the world, are investing in Philadelphia like 
never before. I can think of no better place 
for businesses that aim to innovate and chal-
lenge the status quo.”

Kenney called on members of the business 
community to help change the narrative 
about the city and show the world that Phil-
adelphia is open for business. He addressed 

city efforts to cut down on red tape to help 
businesses.

Kenney said the public and private sec-
tors should work together to foster inclusive 
economic growth that benefits all Philadel-
phia residents. He honed in on the need to 
increase workers’ wages.

“You have a chance right now to raise 

Mayor calls on business leaders to 
help change narrative about city

Mayor Jim Kenney speaks to members of the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia on Tuesday at the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center. — TRIBUNE PHOTO/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN
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In an effort to save Black men from being 
victims of homicides, WURD broadcaster 
Solomon Jones, hosted a discussion forum 
with City Council members. The discus-
sion was held at Christian Stronghold Bap-
tist Church on Tuesday evening in West 
Philadelphia.

Jones is the founder and curator of #Man-
UpPHL, an anti-violence initiative aimed at 
ending gun violence among Black men.

Council members Curtis Jones Jr., Ken-
yatta Johnson, Derek Green, Jamie Gauth-
ier, Isaiah Thomas, Allan Domb, Maria D. 
Quiñones-Sánchez, Katherine Gilmore 
Richardson and Kendra Brooks mostly dis-
cussed issues surrounding gun violence.

“How do we address the issue of trauma?” 
Johnson asked. “By bringing experts to the 
table in community behavioral health. 
Resources, expertise and in-kind dona-
tions are tangible things that help our men 
to succeed.”

Jones presented a 12-week curriculum 
strategy to council members explaining how 
#ManUpPHL will provide resources and 
experienced professionals to combat issues 
that stem from gun violence.

“Anytime that you are dealing with ills 
that have plagued our community for gen-
erations, part of the solution has to be polit-
ical,” he said. “We can do many things from 
a community level, but if we don’t have the 
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Council members 
gather to discuss 
saving Black men

Council members gather at Christian Strong-
hold Baptist Church in West Philadelphia on 
Tuesday to discuss Black men and violence. 

— TRIBUNE PHOTO / CHANTALE BELEFANTI


