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With gun violence out-
pacing last year’s numbers, 
local and state officials are 
offering solutions and call-
ing for help.

With the city’s homicides 
recently reaching 182 — up 
6% from the same period 
last year — t he number 
is on pace to break 2018’s 
level, which was a 10-year 
high. More disturbing is 
that Black men make up 
77% of the homicide victims, 
according to the Philadel-
phia Police Department.

“C h i ld ren c a n’t  e ven 
come together in a public 
space without the threat of 

this type of violence,” said 
Jamie Gauthier of West Phil-
adelphia.

“I think its imperative for 
us as a city to, one, figure out 
the short-term solutions of 
stemming gun violence and 
getting guns off the street 
and, secondly, to help redi-
rect young people and try to 
connect them to opportu-
nities and ways that would 
help them choose different 
pat hs,” added Gaut hier, 
who won the Democratic 
primary for the 3rd District 
Council seat.

“To me, this is, at its core, 
is about poverty,” she said. 
“I was reading an article 
this morning which cited 
that 76% of the gun violence 

is happening in neighbor-
hoods where at least 20% 
of the residents live in pov-
erty.”

“He l pi n g t o  i m pr o v e 
public education, helping 
to connect young people 
to jobs, having work pro-

grams for the youth in our 
neighborhood, I think this 
will help keep people away 
from this kind of activity,” 
she added. “In the short 
term, I think we need to go 
into neighborhoods, talk to 
young people, help to inter-
rupt the type of violence and 
whatever we can to get guns 
off the street.

“W hen we get ser ious 
about addressing poverty, 
that’s when I think we will 
see a different outcome,” 
Gauthier said.

Ronald G. Waters, who 
leads the city’s 3rd Ward, 
provided his insight during 
a recent interview.

“I think that what is hap-
pening in our community 

is an outburst of individu-
als that have experienced 
trauma and are suffering 
and who have been robbed 
of t hei r bi r t h-r ig ht s a s 
human beings and t hey 
don’t get it that they are 
more va luable t ha n t he 
emotional moment that they 
are going through,” he said.

Water s  s a id s ho oter s 
might receive an instant 
emotional boost once they 
commit their crimes, but are 
unaware of the long-lasting 
ramifications.

“What we have to show 
them, in some kind of way, 
is what real unity looks like,” 
he said. “We have to show 
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When a shooting or homi-
cide occurs in Philadelphia, 
more often than not a Black 
man is the victim.

But curbing young men 
from perpetuating the cycle 
of gun violence may require 
them first to reach a break-
ing point, said Donté John-
son, a community activist 
whose you nger brot her 
Charles was killed in 2011.

“You have to come to a 
point in your l i fe where 
you’re just like, enough,” he 
said. “And, unfortunately, a 
lot of these young men have 
not come to that point yet.

“Sorrowfully,” he added, 
“they will once they lose 
someone close enough or 
t hey get at tacked t hem-
selves with a lethal weapon.”

Johsnon would know. He 
works to deter gun violence 
in t he cit y t hroug h T he 
Charles Foundation, which 
he and his mother, state Rep. 
Mov ita Johnson-Harrel l 
(D-190), established after his 
brother was killed.

The 29-year-old provided 
insight into the bloodshed 
happening on city streets 
during a policy hearing on 
gun violence on Tuesday 
put on by Democratic state 
representatives at the Uni-
versity City Science Center.

T he he a r i ng brou g ht 
together more than 20 state 

representatives from across 
the Commonwealth. Also 
testifying was a wide range 
of speakers, including Phil-
adelphia District Attorney 
Larry Krasner, Police Com-
missioner Richard Ross, 
Temple University trauma 
director Dr. Amy Goldberg, 
off icials from Mayor Jim 
Kenney’s administration 
and community organizers.

The session, held in John-
son-Harrell’s West Philadel-
phia district, came as the 
number of homicides in the 
city reached 182, up 6% from 
the same period last year, 
which itself was a 10-year 
high for killings, according 
to the Philadelphia Police 
Department.

Black men make up the 
overwhelming majority of 
homicides — 77%, accord-
ing to police figures, even 
though African Americans 
as a whole are 45% of the 
city’s population.

That trend also shows 
up in shootings: Black men 
were the victims in 76% of 
the 757 shootings so far in 
2019, according to police 
figures as of Tuesday.

Panelists testified about 
d r ivers of g u n v iolence 
— cit ing pover t y, l imit-
ed economic conditions, 
easy access to firearms and 
racism — but few immedi-
ate solutions to reduce the 
killings and shootings were 
available.

Krasner, a Democrat, said 
violent crime was down 3% 
and overall crime flat during 
the past 18 months.

But punit ive cr imina l 

State policymakers 
hold hearing on 
city’s gun violence
Homicides up 
6% from same 
period in 2018

Philadelphia Police Commissioner Richard Ross cites the 
state’s lax gun laws as a driving factor for the rise in city 
homicides. — PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE PHOTO/MICHAEL D’ONOFRIO
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The Germantown Info Hub recent-
ly held a community gathering titled 
“Behind the Headlines: Covering Gun 
Violence.”

The meeting included Germantown 
residents, neighborhood activists, and 
journalists at The People’s Education 
Center on Germantown Avenue, to 
discuss gun violence in the area.

The Germantown Info Hub is a 
community journalism project that 
seeks to share information and sto-
ries of and for Germantown residents.

“Our goal at the info hub is to serve 
as a connector to facilitate discus-
sions among community members 
among journalist and to make that 
connection so journalist and com-
munity members are speaking with 
each other,” said Letrell Crittenden, 
Co-Researcher for the Germantown 
Info Hub. “This was a perfect oppor-
tunity because gun violence is a sig-
nificant issue in the summer.”

Some residents who lost relatives to 
gun violence were also in attendance 
and spoke on what’s missing in crime 

stories that cover community vio-
lence.

“When stories aren’t covered prop-
erly, it makes people that don’t know 
someone like my brother believe 
what’s written in the sorry versus 
what family members are saying 
about their loved ones,” said Aja King.

King lost her brother, Emir Greene, 
to gun violence 22 years ago in Ger-
mantown. Since then, the Emir Heal-
ing Center was founded to assist fam-
ilies of murder victims. King serves as 
the Community Coordinator for the 
organization.

“My brother was amazing, he was a 
protector, a provider, a father, he was 
funny, and an artist,” King said. “He 
was the best brother. I could call him 
at any time.”

She stated all her brother wanted 
was the American dream.

“My nephew was the only son and 
eldest son to my youngest sister,” said 
Carolyn Terry, a long-time German-
town resident, who lost her nephew 
to gun violence 10 years ago. “He was 

funny, very protective of his siblings 
and family in general. He was raised 
the old fashion way. If there was a 
woman on the bus who needed a seat, 
he would get up for them.

“One bit of information that would 
have been helped is if someone fol-
lowed-up, on the night my nephew 
was murdered they would’ve known 
that men in the neighborhood sur-
rounded my sisters home and they 
made sure she and the family were 
safe,” Terry noted on the coverage of 
her nephew’s murder.

Attendees spoke about the causes 
of gun violence such as promoting 
public health issues, structural com-
munity issues, and the lack of mento-
ring opportunities in the community 
for Black men.

“Many times the story that gets 
reported is what occurred at that time, 
not the trauma that may have lead to 
that situation,” said Derrick Cain, 
Community Engagement Editor at 
Resolve Philadelphia. “The trauma of 
what the shooter or the victim might 
have been going through in their life 
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Germantown residents talk gun violence 
in the news, what’s missing from stories 

Letrell Crittenden, Co-Researcher for the Germantown Info Hub, led a discussion recently on violence and headlines in 
Germantown. — TRIBUNE PHOTO / CHANTALE BELEFANTI
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