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Maryclaire Dale

Thirt y years after her 
patrolman husband was 
k i l led in a t raf f ic stop, 
Maureen Faulkner agreed 
to a 2011 deal that lifted 
the convicted killer’s death 
sentence in hopes it would 
end his appeals and let his 
death row celebrity fade.

N o w,  w i t h  t h e  c a s e 
revived again, she fears 
there’s no finality in the 
criminal justice system. 
And the city of Philadel-
phia is poised to revisit 
one of its most conten-
tious murder cases: the 
1981 slaying of 25-year-old 
white police Officer Daniel 
Faulkner and the chaotic 
trial of Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
the ex-Black Panther and 
radio journalist convicted 

of gunning him down.
“It’s not fair that I have to 

do this, just to be slapped 
in the face constantly with 
this case, over and over 
and over again,” Maureen 
Fau l k ner, 62, told T he  
Associated Press this week. 
“I’m in a mental prison.”

Abu-Jamal, 65, gained 
fame through his prison 
writings and recordings 
on race and the criminal 
just ice system. He had 
seemingly reached t he 
end of his appeals once the 
city dropped the death sen-
tence in 2011 over allegedly 
misleading jury instruc-
tions. The “Free Mumia” 
rallies, anti-death penalty 
protests and Holly wood 
support died down.

Mumia case poised 
for new hearing, 
reopens wounds
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More than 2,500 young 
people gathered outside of 
City Hall Friday to demand 
their adult counterparts 
take action on what scien-
tists call a “climate crisis.”

T h e y  c a r r i e d  s i g n s 
declaring, “If you don’t act 
like adults, we will!” and 
“It’s getting hot in here!”

C h i l d r e n  a n d  t e e n s 
c h a nt e d a nd m a rc he d 
accompanied by their par-
ents, grandparents and 
teachers. They sk ipped 
class, disrega rding t he 
School District of Philadel-
phia’s announcement that 

they would be marked as an 
unexcused absence, to join 
a global climate strike hap-
pening all over the world.

The Global Climate Strike 
was inspired by 16-year-
old Swedish activist Greta 
Thunberg, who star ted 

missing classes last year 
to bring attention to envi-
ronmental issues in her 
home country. Thunberg 
has become the face of an 
increasingly visible youth 

City youth: ‘If you don’t 
act like adults, we will’
Hundreds of 
climate strikers 
surround City Hall

Masterman High School seniors Iman Acharya and Alina 
Kilcullen cheer speakers at the Climate Strike. 

— JONATHAN WILSON FOR WHYY
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Tower Health and Drexel University 
reached a deal with Philadelphia Aca-
demic Health System LLC, the owner of 
St. Christopher’s Children’s Hospital, to 
buy the North Philadelphia facility for 
$50 million.

The sale is subject to approval by U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge Kevin Gross. That could 
come at a hearing set for Monday in Wilm-
ington.

“St. Christopher’s has a healthy future 
ahead of it,” Allen Wilen, chief restruc-
turing officer for Philadelphia Academic 
Health System, said in a statement Friday. 
“The eventual acquisition by highly 
regarded local institutions delivers finan-
cial stability, operational expertise, and 
long-term confidence.”

The hospital was supposed to be sold 
at auction Thursday as part of the com-
pany’s Chapter 11 bankruptcy. But the 
planned auction involving two bidders, 
the Tower Health/Drexel group and Cal-
ifornia-based KPC Global, evolved into 
marathon discussions that lasted late into 
Thursday night and continued into Friday 
morning.

St. Christopher’s is a safety-net hospi-
tal that serves many patients covered by 
public insurance plans. The Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services could 
oppose the deal, as could KPC Global.

Philadelphia Academic Health System 
also owns Hahnemann University Hos-
pital, and it announced in late June that 
it would close that venerable Center 
City health complex and sell St. Christo-
pher’s. The company filed for Chapter 11 
shortly thereafter, amid public outrage 
and speculation that it planned to close 
Hahnemann to sell off the prime real 
estate at Broad and Vine streets on which 
the hospital sits.

The real estate for both hospitals is 

Local 
hospital 
finds a 
buyer
Drexel and Tower Health 
reach deal to acquire St. 
Christopher’s Hospital in 
North Philadelphia
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Philadelphia’s real estate tax breaks 
benefit some of the wealthiest in the city, 
a Tribune analysis of property records 
shows.

In response to a Right to Know request, 
the city of Philadelphia released a list of 
all properties receiving tax breaks as of 
March 30, 2019, the latest numbers avail-
able.

T he l ist showed 15,650 proper t ies, 
which represent less than 4% of the city’s 
real estate. (Philadelphia is home to some 
678,876 residential properties with an 
average home value of $151,500, accord-
ing to a U.S. Census 2017 American Com-
munit y Survey.) The average propert y 
on that list was valued at $1.1 million, 
records show. The middle point (some-
times referred to as the median value) on 
the list was $443,000.

Forty-five properties receiving tax breaks 
are valued at more than $50 million.

You’ll find most of the tax-abated prop-
erties in choice Philadelphia neighbor-
hoods.

At 22nd and Walnut streets in Ritten-
house, a single housing block contains 
seven tax-abated properties, each valued 
at between $2.4 million and $2.5 million.

Another 15 tax-abated properties on a 
single block in Old City — on South Front 
Street between Walnut Street and Sansom 
Wa lk, and on Wa lnut St reet bet ween 
South Front Street and South 2nd Street 
— have a combined value exceeding $30 
million.

Yet, in some of the city’s poorest neigh-
borhoods, you’ll rarely f ind a home or 
business in the program. Just 54 prop-
erties in the city’s predominantly Black 
Strawberry Mansion section are enrolled 
in property tax abatements, city records 
showed. In Gray’s Ferry, only 78 properties 
are enrolled in such programs.

Of course, Philadelphia isn’t alone in 
offering millions in tax breaks to spur con-
struction and lure developers.

And supporters of the ta x breaks — 
mostly developers, trade unions and some 
city officials — point to studies showing 
the property tax abatements spur growth, 
create construction jobs and eventually 
lead to increased revenues as tax break 
programs expire, forcing home and busi-
ness owners to begin paying taxes on their 
properties.

The eventual payoff could be big, and 
elimination of such programs would do 
little to fill the city’s coffers, they argue.

As recently as last year, a city-commis-
sioned report estimated that complete 
elimination of the tax breaks would gen-
erate between $55 million and $65 million 
per year in a city with $9.4 billion in annual 
operating expenses. Supporters of the tax 
breaks say it’s just a drop in the bucket.

But others say the city’s schools could 
use that money to make needed infra-
structure repairs, hire teachers and coun-
selors, or buy supplies.

Who Benefits?
Philadelphia leads largest cities in property tax breaks

Fifteen tax-abated properties along South Front Street between Walnut Street and Sansom Walk, and on Walnut Street between South Front 
Street and South Second Street have a combined value of more than $30 million. — PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE PHOTO/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN

SPECIAL REPORT ON TAX ABATEMENT
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From cooking healthy  
soul food to independent living,  
ways to live your best senior life
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