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WASHINGTON — He was proud 
of his reputation as a practitioner of 
political dirty tricks and frequently 
boasted about the extent of his con-
tacts and the depth of his insider infor-
mation.

Now Roger Stone, a longtime friend 
and ally of President Donald Trump, 
faces a prison sentence for a collection 
of crimes that essentially amounts to 
exaggerating how much he knew, then 
lying and scrambling to keep those 
boasts from being exposed.

Stone was convicted Friday of all 
seven counts in a federal indictment 
that accused him of lying to Con-
gress, tampering with a witness and 
obstructing the House investigation 
into whether the Trump campaign 
coordinated with Russia to tip the 2016 
election.

He is the sixth Trump aide or advis-
er to be convicted of charges brought 
as part of special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s Russia investigation.

Stone has denied wrongdoing and 
consistently criticized the case against 
him as politically motivated. He did 
not take the stand during the trial and 

Juan A. Lozano

HOUSTON — The Texas 
B oa rd of  Pa rdon s a nd 
Paroles on Friday recom-
mended delaying the exe-
cution of inmate Rodney 
Reed, whose conviction is 
being questioned by new 
evidence that his support-
ers say raises serious doubts 
about his guilt.

The parole board unan-
imously recommended a 
120-day reprieve for Reed. 
The board rejected Reed’s 
request to commute his 
sentence to life in prison.

The board’s decision now 
goes to Gov. Greg Abbott. 
It ’s unclear i f Abbott, a 
Republican, will accept or 

reject it or do nothing.
T h e  g o v e r n o r ,  w h o 

appoints the seven-mem-
ber parole board, has been 
tight-lipped about the case. 
Abbott’s office didn’t imme-
diately return an email 

seeking comment Friday.
Bryce Benjet, an attorney 

with the Innocence Project, 
which is representing Reed, 
said a 120-day reprieve 

Texas appeals court blocks 
execution of Rodney Reed
The 51-year-old 
was scheduled to 
die next week

Death row inmate Rodney Reed waves to his family in the 
Bastrop County District Court in Bastrop, Texas. 

— RICARDO B. BRAZZIELL/AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN VIA AP, FILE
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Former 
aide to 
Trump 
guilty
Roger Stone faces 
prison time for 
witness tampering, 
lying to Congress

Roger Stone, left, with his wife Nydia 
Stone, leaves federal court in Washing-
ton on Friday. — AP PHOTO/JULIO CORTEZ
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WASHINGTON — Transcripts released 
Sat u rday i n t he i mpeach ment i nqu i-
ry show Ambassador Gordon Sondland 
playing a central role in President Donald 
Trump’s effort to push Ukraine to conduct 
political investigations as a condition for 
receiving needed military aid.

The fresh details come from hundreds 
of pages of testimony released by House 
investigators from Tim Morrison, a former 
top official at the National Security Coun-

cil. Testimony from Jennifer Williams, 
a special adviser to Vice President Mike 
Pence, also raises new questions about 
how much he k new about t he al leged 
trade off that’s central to the impeachment 
inquiry.

Impeachment investigators met Satur-
day with a White House official directly 
connected to Trump’s block on military aid 
to Ukraine, the first budget office witness 
to testify in the historic inquiry.

In the rare weekend session, lawmak-
ers drilled into Trump’s decision, against 
the advice of national security advisers, 

including John Bolton, to withhold funding 
from the ally, a young democracy border-
ing hostile Russia.

It’s a sign of a deepening of the consti-
tutional showdown, bookended by public 
hearings this week and next, that is testing 
the system of checks and balances in the 
U.S. government.

“It seems clear to me from everything 
that I’ve seen that the president had no 
interest in the defense of the Ukraine and 
the security of the Ukrainian people,” said 
Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., during a break 

Transcripts: Ambassador helped 
in attempt to bribe Ukraine

Mark Sandy, an official from the Office of 
Management and Budget, testified Saturday

Mark Sandy, a career employee in the White House Office of Management and Budget, arrives Saturday at the Capitol to testify in the House 
Democrats’ impeachment inquiry. — AP PHOTO/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE

Bruce Shipkowski

Six men were charged 
after a shooting at a New 
Jersey high school football 
game, including the alleged 
gunman and one of the 
three people wounded in 
what authorities said Satur-
day was the result of “petty 
vengeance.”

The wounded man, Ibn 
Abdullah, 27, was the target 
of the shooting and was 
charged because a gun 
was found on him when 
emergenc y responders 
went to his aid, authorities 
said during a news con-
ference at the school. He 
is in stable condition and 
will be undergoing sur-
gery. The two other victims 
were a 10-year-old boy, who 
was shot in the neck and 
remains in critical condi-
tion, and a 15-year-old boy, 

who was treated for a graze 
wound.

The shooting at a packed 
Friday night playoff game 
between the Camden Pan-
thers and the Pleasantville 
Greyhounds sent fans and 
players frantically run-
ning for safety. Authorities 
declined to discuss what led 
to the shooting, citing the 
ongoing investigation, but 
said it did not appear that 
any of the men charged had 
any connection to the game.

“Un l i ke some of t he 
s h o o t i n g s  t h a t  h a v e 
occurred on school premis-
es throughout the country, 
this incident had nothing 
to do with the students of 
Pleasantville High School 
or Camden High School,” 
At lantic Count y Prose-
cutor Damon Tyner said 

Alleged gunman, victim 
among 6 charged after  
N.J. football game shooting
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