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The owner of Regina Rose Apart-
ments in Elk ins Park — declared 
unsafe for human occupancy in late 
June, with dozens of residents dis-
placed— told WHYY News last week 
that repairs on the building had been 
completed.

In a text message Wednesday, Dan 
Waisbord said, “Work is finished. Just 
waiting for inspection.”

Cheltenham Township Fire Mar-
shal Scott Lynch, who ordered the 
14-unit building vacated, told a dif-
ferent story Wednesday. He said that 
Waisbord had been at the township 
building with his contractor filing 
for permits, and that steel to make 
needed structural repairs had arrived 
on site. But Lynch urged displaced 
tenants not to expect a speedy return.

“As far as I know, no permits have 
been filed, and it’s been made per-
fectly clear to him that he’s not to … 
conduct any work without the per-
mits being filed and approved,” Lynch 
said. “I noticed the building inspec-
tor was there yesterday. And when I 
spoke to the building inspector this 

morning, nothing else has been done 
other than the steel was delivered.”

Also standing in the way of reopen-
ing the building, according to Lynch: 
“As of Monday, July 12, in the morning 
… the fire alarm company contact-
ed me and has discontinued his fire 
alarm service at the building, because 
of lack of payment.”

Lynch said he authorized the move 
only because the building, which 
was constructed in 1924, is current-
ly unoccupied and will be for quite 
some time. Waisbord will have to ful-
fill that obligation if he hopes to use 
the building again, the fire marshal 
noted.

“He will be sent a letter from the 
township regarding that when we get 
to that point. And failure to comply, 
he will be cited for that and he will not 
be issued a use of occupancy … until 
that [is] squared away — and until 
all of the issues have been corrected, 
both inside and outside the building,” 
Lynch said.

Cheltenham Township off icials 
have been to the property on Stahr 
Road numerous times over the years, 
and for numerous reasons, Lynch 
said.

“We’ve gotten complaints there 
of an infestation of bugs, which we 
actually had the Health Department 
come out and we found this claim to 
be true; the accumulation of trash 
because he has failed to pay bills, and 
the trash company doesn’t come and 
empty the trash and the dumpsters 
overfill,” Lynch said.

Outside, too-tall grass has been an 
issue in the past. Accumulation of 
furniture to the point where it could 
impede people’s ability to leave the 
premises has also been a problem, 
according to Lynch.

Most of the time, Lynch said, Wais-
bord’s failure to comply usually ends 
once he receives a citation. However, 
battles between the township and 
the property owner have ended up in 
court.

“It has gone to a hearing with our 
local district justice, where the owner 
has had to pay a fine and comply with 
the court to clean up the property, 
especially on the outside,” Lynch said.

The residents at Regina Rose were 
evacuated on June 25. In the mean-
time, four-year tenant Lisa Cyrus has 

Are repairs near completion at 
Elkins Park building, or not?
Displaced residents racking up hotel bills after apartments declared unsafe

A resident packs their van outside the Regina Rose Apartments in Elkins Park after being displaced when the building was 
declared unsafe. — WHYY PHOTO/KIMBERLY PAYNTER
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The National Urban League’s annual report on the 
State of Black America highlights how higher unem-
ployment, lower household incomes and net worth and 
larger burden of housing insecurity left Black Ameri-
cans uniquely vulnerable to COVID-19’s economic 
fallout.

The report, “The New Normal: Diverse, Equitable & 
Inclusive,” addresses the urgency of ending “three pan-
demics” in economics, health care and public safety.

“This report should be understood as trying to chart a 
course forward because 2020 and 2021 are what I call years 
of a pivot,” NUL President and CEO Marc H. Morial said 
during a virtual media briefing last week.

“We’re trying to frame up that the country has a choice 
to make coming out of the pandemic, coming out of 2020 
and George Floyd. We have a choice as to whether we want 
to go back to yesterday or whether we want to move forward 
in a way that is more equitable and more diverse. The broad 
frame is that we still have wide disparities in unemploy-
ment, housing and net worth,” he continued.

Disparities 
worsened 
pandemic for 
Blacks, Urban 
League says

National Urban League President and CEO Marc Morial vis-
ited Philadelphia last week to announce the Black Restau-
rant Accelerator initiative. —TRIBUNE PHOTO/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN
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NORRISTOWN — Applications will 
be accepted starting this week for a 
total of $5 million in grants to nonprof-
it agencies that suffered disruptions 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The application period will end 
Aug. 10 for the funds, which will be 
made available through the Mont-
coStrong 2021 Nonprofit Resiliency 
Grant Program, the Montgomer y 
County Board of Commissioners said 
in a statement.

“Nonprofit organizations that pro-
vide help with food, healthcare, hous-
ing, childcare, mental health resourc-
es, elder care and more are critical to 
the restoration of our communities 
as we move towards more normal-
cy,” said Kenneth E. Lawrence Jr., 
vice chair of the Montgomery County 
Board of Commissioners.

There are several differences from 
the 2020 MontcoStrong nonprofit 

grant program, including the types 
of organizations that are eligible, the 
eligible use of funds, and the amount 

of grant dollars an organization can 
apply for.

Organizations that receive grants 
may use the funds for operational 
expenses paid between Jan. 1 and Oct. 
31, 2021.

“Supporting these organizations 
with these funds will give them the 
stability they need to navigate the 
challenges and seize the opportuni-
ties ahead in the period of renewal 
we are entering,” said David Zellers 
Jr., Montgomery County director of 
commerce.

Interested applicants can find more 
information about the program on 
the MontcoStrong 2021 Nonprofit 
Resiliency Grant Program webpage at 
montcopa.org/3822/MSNP2021.

Questions about the program can 
be submitted through the Commerce 
Department’s Assistance Request 
Form. The grant awards will be admin-
istered by the Redevelopment Author-
ity of Montgomery County.

$5M available to nonprofits 
in Montco hit by pandemic
County to accept applications through Aug. 10
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NORRISTOWN — Montgomery County authorities 
have charged three men with illegally trafficking 37 fire-
arms in Montgomery, Bucks and Philadelphia counties.

Montgomery County District Attorney Kevin R. Steele 
identified the suspects as Tyron Gresham, 24, Nasim 
Smalls, 24, and Aaron Walker, 20, all of Philadelphia. 
Smalls and Walker are brothers.

Investigators allege that Gresham purchased the 37 fire-
arms between December 2019 and mid-May 2021 — 17 in 
Bucks County, 16 in Philadelphia and four in Montgomery 
County, as well as an attempted purchase on May 18.

Smalls and Walker, who are not legally allowed to 
purchase or possess firearms, are accused of directing 
which firearms to purchase and then selling the fire-
arms to other individuals. For many of the purchases, 
Smalls, Walker or both were in a vehicle while Gresham 
was in a gun shop making the purchase, Steele said.

Police have recovered three of the weapons — two 
during separate arrests in Philadelphia last month, and 
one this month by Michigan State Police when they 
stopped a vehicle that was stolen out of New York state.

Montgomery County detectives began investigating 
Gresham’s firearms purchases after “multiple red flags 
indicated that he was involved in ‘straw purchasing’ fire-
arms,” Steele’s statement said. A “straw purchase” is when 
a person with a clean background purchases firearms spe-
cifically on behalf of another person to conceal the true 
ownership of the firearm.

Local, county, state and federal law enforcement 
agencies participated in the investigation, which 
used surveillance, cellphone analysis, review of fed-
eral f irearms forms and EROS electronic firearms 
records, social media analysis, search warrants, 

Three accused
of trafficking
37 firearms,
Montco DA says

TRAFFICKING » 4A

ELKINS PARK » 4A

2A

Michelle Obama’s 

campaign to fight food 

insecurity coming to Philly


