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ZETAS IN PHILLY

Sorority kicks off 
national convention

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. brings its 2022 Grand Boulé to Philadelphia at the Philadelphia Convention Center with many of 
its 6,000 members staying at Marriott Philadelphia Downtown. Pictured are sorors Valerie Villines, left, and Pamela A. Curry, 
both Beta Delta Zeta chapter members. — TRIBUNE PHOTOS/ABDUL R.SULAYMAN

The Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. 2022 
Grand Boulé kicked off in the city of 
Philadelphia on Monday.

More t han 6,000 members are 
expected to attend. Philadelphia is 
anticipating an estimated economic 
impact of more than $6 million.

“I’m so happy that we’re coming 
down to Philadelphia, because it’s 
been a long t ime and almost like 
coming home. So we’re happy to be 
there,” said Valerie Hollingsworth 
Baker, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc., 
international president.

The organization is also slated to 
donate over $640,000 including a 
$125,000 scholarship to a deserving 
student while in Philadelphia.

Members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. prepare to tour Philadelphia upon arrival 
Monday before their annual boulé (convention). 

For more photos, 

story, go to phillytrib.com

Tribune Staff Report

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Dwight 
Evans, D-3rd District, secured House 
passage of his legislation designed 
to improve diversity at the nation’s 
military service academies and his 
bipartisan legislation to reauthorize 
a Delaware River basin conservation 
program.

Both of Evans’ legislative initia-
tives passed the House as part of the 
National Defense Authorization Act, 
considered to be one of the few “must-
pass” bills that Congress handles each 
year.

“The military service academies 
represent a tremendous opportunity 
for those interested in serving their 
country in that way — including a 
free four-year university education. 
So I have been working for several 
years to improve the diversit y of 
the academies’ student population, 
particularly among applicants from 
the 3rd Congressional District. I’m 
very pleased that my amendment 
was accepted on a voice vote,” Evans 
said.

Evans’ amendment would modify 
the Department of Defense’s annual 
report on demographics of military 
service academy applicants to iden-
tify disparities in demographic cate-
gories and identify suspected causes 

of such disparities within the applica-
tion or nominating process.

Evans represents the only Penn-
sylvania congressional district with 
a majority African-American pop-
ulation. He urged those interested 
in a service academy nomination to 

visit his website (evans.house.gov) to 
begin looking into the process. Those 
interested can apply now. Oct. 31 is 
the deadline for 3rd District residents 
to apply.

Evans’ military academy 
diversity bill passes House

U.S. Rep. Dwight Evans
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T he c it y ’s Reg ister of 
Wills office has launched 
a series of public service 
announcements (PSAs) on 
radio stations and the web 
and is waiv ing or defer-
ring fees associated with 
probate court, to help res-
idents with the problem of 
“tangled titles.”

A tangled title happens 
when a person lives in or has a 
right to own a home but does 
not have a deed or title to the 
home with their name on it. 
This can happen when a rela-
tive dies without a will or the 
deed was never transferred to 
the person living there.

“T he most i mpor t a nt 
thing we want people to 
understand is mak ing a 
written will and probate 
are necessar y to f ix tan-
gled titles,” Register of Wills 
Tracey Gordon said in a Tri-
bune interview. “The main 
message is the importance 
of making a will, when you 
get an asset.”

As part of the process, a 
written will must be filed 
with the Register of Wills 
office and go through pro-
bate. In the probate pro-
cess, a will is verified by a 
court of law and deemed a 
valid public document and 
a true last testament of the 

To avoid a 
tangled title, 
make a will
City PSAs show how to 
ensure family inheritance

The Register of Wills office hired more than a dozen actors 
for the PSAs, which will run on all social media platforms. 

— SUBMITTED PHOTO
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New accusations of “inap-
propriate conduct” against 
University of Penn law pro-
fessor Amy Wax were out-
lined recently in a 12-page 
letter to the school’s Faculty 
Senate by law school Dean 
Ted Ruger. He is requesting 
that the Senate levy a “major 
sanction” against Wax.

In the June 23 letter Ruger 
said “Wax has repeatedly 
used the platform she was 
granted when she became 
a professor ... to disparage 
immigrants, people of color, 
and women, including law 
students, alumni and fac-
ulty.”

T he let ter states t hat 
“although imposing sanc-
tions on a faculty member of 
the University of Pennsylva-
nia is a ‘rare event,’” Wax’s 
conduct deserves a “major 
sanction against her.” The 
major sanction means that 
Wax could be suspended or 
fired.

Ruger, who is also the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia’s Bernard G. Segal Pro-
fessor of Law, wrote to the 
university’s Faculty Senate 
chairperson Vivian L. Gads-
den, who is also the William 
T. Carter Professor of Child 
Development and Educa-
tion.

Penn law school 
professor faces 
peer evaluation
Dean urges Faculty Senate 
sanction for ‘racist speech’

Law professor Amy Wax teaches a class at the University of 
Pennsylvania. — COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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