
Protesters march in London to support Black Lives Matter and to oppose a bill in Parliament that would give police stron-
ger powers to restrict protests. — AP PHOTO/ALBERTO PEZZALI
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LONDON —A royal ruckus over 
racism roils Britain.

This ruckus has nothing to do with 
fallout from the widely watched inter-
view that Oprah Winfrey conducted 
with the Duke and Duchess of Sussex 
where those royals-in-exile revealed 
their encounters with racist behaviors 
arising from Meghan Markle being 
Black.

This ruckus is reaction to a report 
released in March, a few weeks after the 
Winfrey interview, which proclaimed 
institutional racism was no longer a 
problem in England, the country long 
defined by rigid class and race divides.

The conservative government of 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

commissioned the controversial report 
done by the Commission on Race and 
Ethnic Disparities.

The report’s conclusion about min-
imal institutional racism clashes with 
abundant evidence of structural dis-
crimination across British society.

For example, the unemployment rate 
for non-whites in England is triple the 
rate for whites, and Blacks comprise 
just 155 of that nation’s 23,000 college 
professors.

The report that acknowledged 28% of 
Black households were “on persistent 
low income” compared to 12% of white 
households denied that exclusionary 
barriers from discrimination persist.

The release of the report from the 
Commission on Race and Ethnic Dis-
parities ignited intense outrage across 
England from petition campaigns to 
protests. Outrage particularly target-
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WASHINGTON — The 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion is expected by next week 
to grant expanded emer-
gency use authorization to 
allow children as young as 
12 to receive the coronavirus 
vaccine developed by Pfizer 
and German firm BioNTech, 
according to three federal 
officials familiar with the sit-
uation.

The agency is working on 
the authorization, said the 
officials, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to 
speak freely. Shortly after 
the FDA decision, a Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention advisory committee 
is expected to meet to recom-
mend how the vaccine should 
be used.

The New York Times first 
reported that the regulatory 
action was pending.

Families and pediatricians 
have been eager for a vaccine 

to become available for chil-
dren, particularly in advance 
of the next school year.

Stephanie Caccomo, a 
spokeswoman for the FDA, 
declined to comment on 
whether the decision has 
been made.

“The FDA’s review of Pfiz-
er’s request to amend its 
emergency use authorization 
(EUA) in order to expand the 
age range for its COVID-19 
vaccine to include individuals 
12-15 years of age is ongoing. 
We can assure the public that 
we are working to review this 
request as quickly and trans-
parently as possible,” Cacco-
mo said.

The FDA in December 
authorized the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine for use in people 
16 and older.

Pfizer announced at the 
end of March that it had 
submitted data from a trial 
of nearly 2,300 adolescents 
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Blacks in Britain bash 
report denying racism
Race commission project draws criticism
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Ph i l adelph i a le g i s l a-
tors slammed the Kenney 
administration Monday for 
not investing in the growth 
of Black- and brown-owned 
businesses in its proposed 
spending plans.

During their first legislative 
budget hearing, members of 
City Council said Mayor Jim 
Kenney’s proposed budget for 
fiscal year 2022, which kicks 
off July 1, and five-year fiscal 
plan lack a commitment to 
growing the wealth of resi-
dents of color.

“I don’t really see how we’re 
trying to grow Black and 
brown wealth when we have 
not historically done that 
through this administration,” 
Councilmember at-large 
Derek Green said during the 
hearing.

Green called for using 
more of the city’s $1.4 trillion 
in federal coronavirus stimu-
lus funds to grow Black- and 
brown-owned businesses 
rather than the $55 million 
that the administration has 
proposed.

Under questioning from 
legislators, Kenney chief of 
staff James Engler acknowl-
edged the administration has 
never set measurable goals 
for expanding the city’s share 
of Black- and brown-owned 
businesses, in terms of store-
fronts or employees.

“ We  k n o w  t h a t  t h a t 
number is far too low,” Engler 
said, referring to the city’s 
share of Black-owned and 
minority-owned businesses. 

“It’s far too low in relation to 
our peer cities. It is an area of 
immediate need for us.”

The Kenney administra-
tion invested $77.3 million 
in small business relief last 
year from previous federal 
stimulus funds, Engler said. 
He added that the admin-
istration has set other goals 
for supporting local minori-
ty-owned businesses, includ-
ing seeking to provide a per-
centage of city contracts to 
them.

C o m m e r c e  D i r e c t o r 
Michael Rashid said the city 
aims to expand existing pro-
grams that help the Black 
and brown economy, which 
include assisting them with 
supply chain issues.

While Rashid said the city 
welcomed new commitments 
from big business and banks 
to support Black- and brown-
owned businesses, he was 
skeptical those pledges would 
materialize.

“They’re saying that they’re 
going to spend money with 
Black and brown businesses,” 
Rashid said. “Quite frankly, 
we’re skeptical that those 
commitments are going to 
be carried forward.”

Nearly 6% of Philadelphia 
businesses with employees 
were Black-owned, accord-
ing to U.S. Census Bureau’s 
2017 Annual Business Survey. 
When city businesses with no 
paid employees are included 
— which African Americans 
tend to have — an estimated 
25% of the city’s businesses 
are Black-owned, according 

Kenney faces 
questions on 
aiding Black 
businesses
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The family of Andrew Brown Jr. 
gathered at a church in Elizabeth 
City, North Carolina, on Monday to 
remember his life and call for trans-
parency and justice in his death after 
the 42-year-old was fatally shot by 
sheriff’s deputies two weeks ago.

The Rev. Al Sharpton, delivering 
the eulogy at Brown’s funeral, likened 
the authorities’ lack of transparency 
in Brown’s killing to a “shell game,” 
the classic street game that is secretly 
rigged against those participating.

“I know a con game when I see it. 
Release the whole tape and let the 
folks see what happened to Andrew 
Brown,” Sharpton said.

“Don’t talk to us like we’re stupid. 
If there’s nothing on the tape, there 
won’t be nothing on it in 45 days, and 
if there’s something on it in 45 days, 
there’s something on it today.”

Sharpton’s eulogy came after com-
ments from members of Brown’s 
family, their attorneys and families 
of other Black people killed by police.

Family attorney Benjamin Crump, 
standing alongside attorneys Bakari 

Sel lers a nd Ha r r y Da niels, sa id 
Brown’s killing was unjustif iable 
a nd con nec ted it  to t he broad-
er issue of police violence against 
Black people.

“Because Andrew cannot make the 

plea for justice, it is up to us to make 
the plea for justice,” Crump said.

B r o w n  w a s  f a t a l l y  s h o t  b y 
Pasquotank County deputies who 

Family mourns Brown, calls for justice

Andrew Brown Jr.’s son Khalil Ferebee speaks during the funeral for his father 
Monday at Fountain of Life Church in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. Brown was 
fatally shot by Pasquotank County Sheriff deputies trying to serve a search 
warrant. Attorney Ben Crump is seen at right. — AP PHOTO/GERRY BROOME
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FDA may OK 
teen vaccine 
by next week 

Rights activist Zita Holbourne says of 
the report, “To deny institutional rac-
ism is just astounding.” —SUBMITTED PHOTO


