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The Germantown Fulton Campus 
Coalition recently held its third com-
munity meeting for area residents on 
the redevelopment of Germantown 
High School and Fulton Elementary 
School buildings.

T he meet i ng centered a rou nd 
updating residents on the draft of 
the Community Benefits Agreement 
between the coalition and the devel-
oper.

“We’ve had some structured talks 
with the developers,” said Patrick 
Jones, who co-chairs the communi-
ty-drive organization. “It’s a chess 

match. We’ve been trying to figure out 
when they’re going to zone and their 
path to action. We would like to know 
when are they filing their application 
and what they would like to do with 
the property.”

Jones says the negotiations are 
making sure the community gets the 
economic benefits it needs to grow. 
He says the coalition meets regularly 
to discuss economic development and 
housing, and is in the beginning stages 
of putting together a Community Ben-
efits Agreement.

“We want construction jobs,” Jones 
said. “We want to We want to make 
sure that this project is economically 
sound for this community. We’re con-

cerned about gentrification. Folks that 
live in this community shouldn’t be 
pushed out of the community.”

Developers Jack Azran and Eli Alon 
want to transform the former Phila-
delphia school buildings for residen-
tial and commercial uses with space 
to hold events.

A lthough Azran and A lon pur-
chased the properties — the high 
school at 40 High St. and the grade 
school at 60 E. Ha ines St. — for 
$100,000, and can build whatever 
they want, the developers must receive 
approval from zoning officials before 
redeveloping the buildings.
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The Trolley Car Diner located on 
Germantown Avenue will soon be 
closed.

Owner Ken Weinstein has decided 
to shut down the famous diner after 
19 years of business. The popular 
eatery at 7619 Germantown Ave. is 
set to close on Oct. 15.

“It ’s a sad t i me for a l l of us,” 
Weinstein said. “A lot of our staff 
have been here for many years and 

a couple even helped to open the 
restaurant.

“We take a lot of pride that our staff 
reflects the community. It’s proba-
bly the most diverse restaurant that 
I’ve ever been to in the region,” he 
added. “We have customers and staff 
of all colors and religion and it’s pretty 
wonderf ul how ever yone comes 
together.”

Weinstein said he decided to close 
the restaurant — a transformed 
SEPTA trolley — due to competition.

Regardless of the reason, his staff 

knows that no other restaurant can 
compete against their love for the 
community and family relationship.

“Dad, the diner’s closing? You’re 
not going to work at the diner any-
more?” asked Jerome Walls’ 7-year-
old daughter.

Walls has worked at the diner for 
close to seven years, starting as a line 
cook. He said Weinstein gave him an 
opportunity that changed his life.

“Weinstein has given so many 

Trolley Car Diner set 
to end 19-year run 
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The Trolley Car Diner, an institution at 7619 Germantown Ave., is slated to close Oct. 15. — CHESTNUT HILL
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With Labor Day marking the unoffi-
cial end of summer in the Philadelphia 
region, schools all around Philadelphia 
opened their doors for the first day of 
classes.

James Logan Elementar y School 
kicked off the start of its academic year 
with a Back to School Red Carpet event in 
the early hours of the day meant to ease 
anxiety and excite students for the year 
ahead.

Honoring a longtime partnership with 
Logan, La Salle University student-ath-
letes, coaches, and the Explorer mascot 
jumped in the fun by greeting students 
with warm smiles and excitement.

The university’s participation in the 
Back to School Red Carpet event is the 
latest example of the University’s long-
standing relationship with Logan.

“The La Salle University community 
has created and maintained a very suc-
cessful partnership with the Logan Ele-
mentary School,” said Joe Meade, Chief 
of Staff to University President (Dr. Col-
leen Hanycz) and Executive Director of 
Government and Community Affairs.

Through this partnership La Salle’s 
education majors providing tutoring 
and mentorship services to Logan stu-
dents.

Throughout the year, La Salle stu-
dents participate in a number of com-
munity service projects for the school. 
They include: outdoor painting projects; 
indoor classroom re-organization; can-
vasing throughout the community; and 
garbage clean up in the area.

Roughly two years ago, La Salle’s 
Department of Government and Com-
munity Affairs along with the help of the 
University’s student-athletes created a La 

Salle University-themed room within the 
elementary school

“For the students, this has become 
a demonstration of our commitment 
to Lasallian values,” Meade contin-
ued. “Our commitment to service and 
community is not just a one day event, 
we are committed to our relationship 
w ith Logan Elementar y, and to the 
surrounding community on an ongo-
ing basis.”

La Salle athletes welcome Logan students’ first day of school

La Salle University student athletes welcome stu-
dents from Logan Elementary on their first day of 
class with high fives. 

La Salle University students athletes outside Logan Elementary. — PHOTOS/LA SALLE UNIVERSITY

Group gives update on Germantown High

Developers Jack Azran and Eli Alon plan to use the former 
Germantown High School site at 40 High St. for residential 
and commercial purposes. — TRIBUNE PHOTO / CHANTALE BELEFANTI
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T he long-a nt ic ipated 
Fashion District Philadel-
phia opens this week.

S p a n n i n g  t h r e e  c i t y 
blocks and approximate-
ly 900,000 square feet of 
space, the District features 
eateries, a movie theater, 
other entertainment venues 
and more than 40 retailers, 
including DSW, H&M, Pan-
dora, ULTA, Wills Eye Wear 
and several locally-based 
independent shops.

“ We re a l l y  c u r at e d a 
thoughtful mix of experi-
ences, a variety of tenants 
and a variety of price points 
— offering something for 

e ver yone,” sa id Joseph 
Coradino, CEO of PREIT, 
one of the companies that 
developed the District in 
the space formerly known 
as The Gallery Mall.

“It’s really been designed 
with Philadelphia in mind 
— appea l ing to a broad 
range of audiences.”

The new mall will open at 
11:30 a.m. Thursday with a 
ceremony outside the Cube 
at 9th at Market streets. The 
event will feature remarks 
by leaders from developers 
PREIT and Macerich, Mayor 
Jim Kenney, and Philadel-
phia Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau President Julie 

Fashion District 
Philadelphia 
brings new retail 
to Center City

OPENS THURSDAY

Spanning three city blocks and approximately 900,000 
square feet of space, The Fashion District Philadelphia offers 
flagship, off-price, traditional full-price, branded outlet stores 
and first-to-market concepts. — PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE PHOTO/AYANA JONES
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